
 

Tiered System of Supports 
 

The Delaware multi-tiered system of support (DE-MTSS) framework includes a multilevel prevention 
system that integrates academic and non-academic supports to reduce barriers to learning, increase 
school success, maximize achievement, and meet the needs of the whole child. 

Definition  
The tiered system of supports is designed as a layered approach according to student needs. This 
approach provides core instruction and universal practices for all students, targeted intervention, 
intensive interventions, scaffolding, and differentiation to meet the needs of the whole child. The 
supports are individualized and responsive to academic and nonacademic needs. This multilevel 
prevention system is focused on high-quality core curriculum and universal practices with evidence-
based instruction and intervention organized along a continuum of supports. Targeted and intensive 
supports are layered onto the universal tier to address the diverse needs of the student. These supports 
are matched to individual student needs, allowing for maximized student achievement. Districts and 
schools provide families with information on the tiered system of supports and work collaboratively on 
ways to support student success.  
 

Within a tiered system of supports 
● Core instruction and universal practices focus on all students through high-quality curriculum 

aligned with Delaware state or district standards and instructional and non-academic practices that 
are research based and incorporate differentiated instruction and flexible groupings that support 
the learning of all students; 

● Educators identify students at risk for academic and/or non-academic challenges, monitor student 
progress, provide evidence-based targeted interventions, and, using data-based decision making 
processes, adjust the intensity and nature of these interventions based on a student’s 
responsiveness; 

● In addition to core instruction and universal practices, targeted intervention focuses on students 
identified through a screening process as at risk for poor academic and/or non-academic outcomes, 
and an evidence-based targeted, supplemental intervention is delivered in small groups; and 

● Intensive intervention focuses on students who have not responded adequately to targeted 
intervention, as shown through progress monitoring data. For these students, the intervention is 
intensified to meet their needs, and their progress is monitored to determine whether they are 
responding to the intensive intervention. 

Critical features of a tiered system of supports include 
● Core instruction and universal practices (i.e., Tier 1) that are high quality, aligned to Delaware state 

standards across all settings, and differentiated with flexible groupings to be responsive to students’ 
needs, including English language learners; 

● Problem-solving teams that include academic and non-academic expertise and use data-based 
decision making to determine whether the core instruction and universal practices and intervention 
supports are meeting a student’s needs or if adjustments are needed;  

● A multi-staged universal screening process for all students that integrates academic and non-
academic data to understand the effectiveness of core instruction and the students who would 
benefit from targeted intervention; 

● Diagnostic and progress monitoring data that are used to understand students’ response to 
supports and intervention; 

• Targeted interventions (i.e., Tier 2) that are evidence based and aligned to core instruction and 
universal practices; and 

• Intervention that is intensified through a data-driven process (i.e., Tier 3) for students who have not 
adequately responded to targeted intervention.  

(Regulations Referenced: 6.0 MTSS Framework and Procedures) 




