In The Matter Of:
Department of Education
First Sate Montessori Academy

Public Meeting
March 7, 2016

Wilcox & Fetzer, Ltd.
1330 King Street
Wilmington, DE 19801
email: depos@wilfet.com, web: www.wilfet.com
phone: 302-655-0477, fax: 302-655-0497

’
‘A

WILCOX & FETZER LTD.

Original File Department of Education 03-07-16 First State Montessori Academy Hearing.txt




DELAVWARE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
PUBLI C MEETI NG
FI RST STATE MONTESSORI ACADEMY

Public Meeting of the Departnent of
Educati on, taken pursuant to notice at the
Carvel State O fice Building, 820 North French
Street, Second Fl oor Auditorium begi nning at
5:32 p.m on Monday, March 7, 2016, before
Jennifer M @y, Regi stered Professional

Reporter and Notary Publi c.

APPEARANCES:

CATHERI NE T. HI CKEY, ESQ
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

820 North French Street

W I m ngton, Del aware 19801
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CHARTER OFFI CE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
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MS. NAGOURNEY: Good eveni ng. I
declare this public hearing to be open. My
nane i s Jenni fer Nagourney; |'mthe executive
director of the Charter School O fice for the
Del awar e Departnent of Education, and | w |
serve as hearing officer for this public
heari ng.

First State Montessori Acadeny
has applied for a major nodification to its
charter. As required by law, the matter was
referred to the Charter School Accountability
Comm ttee.

This joint public hearing is
bei ng held by the Departnent of Education and
the State Board of Education to assist in the
deci si on of whether the criteria set forth for
approval in the Del aware Code have been
sati sfi ed. Thi s hearing provides an
opportunity for public coment.

Il will now ask the others wth ne
today to i ntroduce thensel ves.

MS. HI CKEY: Good eveni ng. My
nane is Catherine Hi ckey; |I'mthe deputy

attorney general wth the Del aware Depart nent
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of Justice, and |I'm here today serving as
counsel for the hearing officer.

M5, NAGOURNEY: I would like the
record to reflect that the notice of the tineg,
date, and pl ace of today's public hearing was
publ i shed in the News Journal and the Del aware
St at e News. I n addi ti on, notice was published
at the Charter School Accountability
Commttee's official place of business, on the
Depart nent of Education's official website, and
on the State Public Meeting Cal endar on the
State's official website. Furt her, the school
was personally notified of the tinme, date, and
pl ace of today's public heari ng.

A court reporter is present so
that a record of this hearing can be nade. It
w |l be necessary for each speaker to clearly
identify hinself or herself before beginning to
speak so that the court reporter will be able
to note who you are. The record of this
hearing will be provided to the Secretary of
Educati on and nenbers of the State Board of
Educati on, together with any witten or

el ectronic comments recei ved at or before this
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heari ng.

W'l |l proceed in the foll ow ng
manner . First we'll hear froma representative
for the charter who wi shes to coment. May |

see a show of hands for all who plan to speak?
Let the record reflect one person has raised
t hei r hand.

And so at this point, we wel cone
you to nmake your comments.

M5, JONES: My nane i s Cheryl
Jones, and | have been a Montessori educat or
for 11 years. l"mcurrently a 2nd and 3rd
grade teacher at First State Montessori
Acadeny.

In 2013, | joined other commtted
vol unteers who worked to nake First State
Mont essori School becone a reality. This was a
new venture for the WI m ngton conmmunity, and
as an experienced Montessori teacher, | wanted
to contribute to the school's success. And
successful it was. There are now waiting lists
in many of the grade | evels, and the
surroundi ng community has realized how

benefi ci al and successful Montessori educati on
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can be.

" m proud to be a part of FSMA,
as it has becone a great place for children to
experi ence Montessori educati on. Here at FSMA,
children use beautiful materials, have
inspiring teachers, and learn in a safe
cl assroom communi ty. Each week, | get to see
chil dren have "ah-ha" nonents as they | earn new
concepts in math, reading, witing, and
sci ence. Staff nenbers work together to ensure
the children are learning at their own pace,
but bei ng chal |l enged when needed.

Adm ni strators gui de and support the school to
hel p us continue to grow and nove in a positive
di recti on.

| believe that children need this
ki nd of education to be available to them so
they can fall in love with | earning. Ever yone
deserves a chance to have a Mont essori
educat i on. | support First State Montessori
Acadeny expanding to the 7th and 8th grade
grade | evel s. Thank you for your tine.

M5, NAGOURNEY: Is there anyone

el se who wi shes to comment? I|If not, this
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hearing i s now cl osed. Thank you very nuch;

have a good eveni ng.

(Heari ng adj our ned at

5:38 p.m)
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St ate of Del awar e. )

)
New Cast | e County)

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Jennifer M @Quy, Professional Reporter

and Notary Public, do hereby certify that

t he

f oregoi ng record, pages 1 to 240 inclusive, is

a true and accurate transcript of ny
st enographi c notes taken on February 12,

in the above-captioned matter.

Jennifer M Guy, RPR

2016,
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St ate of Del awar e)
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New Cast | e County)

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, Jennifer M Quy, Professional Reporter
and Notary Public, do hereby certify that the
foregoing record, pages 1 to 8 inclusive, is a
true and accurate transcript of ny stenographic
notes taken on March 7, 2016, in the

above-capti oned natter.

Ut

Jennifer M Guy, RPR
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