
 

 

Sussex Montessori School 

English/Language Arts Education Curriculum Map 

 
This Language Arts Curriculum is based on: 

• First State Montessori Academy Curriculum,  
• Montessori Curriculum Albums,  
• The Delaware State Standards,  
• The National Common Core Standards,  
• The New Standards Primary Literacy Committee’s Standards for Reading and Writing (1999),  
• and The Continuum of Literacy Learning by Fountas & Pinnell (2008)  
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Introduction SMS English/Language Arts Education Guide 

Montessori Language Lessons are a part of a larger integrated 
curriculum.  The integrated curriculum is founded on the five “Great 
Lessons.” Relevant to the Language Curriculum articulated in this 
document is the fourth Great Lesson, “The Story of Writing” which is 
sometimes called Communication in Signs.  In this lesson, the story of 
the development of the written alphabet is told, with an emphasis on 
the incredible ability that humans have of committing their thoughts 
to paper. Included in the story are pictographs, symbols, hieroglyphs, 
early alphabets, and the invention of the printing press.  
 
This lesson leads to the study of:  

• Reading: literature, poetry, non-fiction, myths and folk tales, 
authors, reading comprehension, reading analysis, literary 
terms  

• Writing: elements of style, function, voice, composition, letter 
writing, research, study skills  

• Language: origins of spoken language, foreign languages, 
history of languages, speech, drama  

• Structure: alphabets, bookmaking, grammar, punctuation, 
sentence analysis, word study, figures of speech  

 
The excellent Montessori teacher must be knowledgeable of the 
continuum of learning for reading, writing, and speaking/listening. 
The Montessori Curriculum Framework provides teachers the 

developmental stages of reading development from typically 
accomplished in kindergarten and first grade.  A similar model is used 
for speaking/listening and writing. The Curriculum Framework 
provides the teacher with instructional strategies that are used in 
small group and individual lessons using hands on Montessori 
materials, leveled books, and writing and reading mini/guided lessons 
to support children as appropriate to their developmental age level. 
These lessons provide opportunities for teachers to observe children 
and to evaluate their progress toward the goals for the three 
components of the Language Arts. The Framework provides various 
formative and summative assessment tools for teachers to confirm 
their observations, and make adjustments to instruction as a result of 
those observations. Finally, the Framework provides indicators of 
when a child is off-track in each of the three areas of development. 
The RTI model of assessment/instruction allows teachers to adjust 
instructional strategies and more closely follow the progress of 
children who are off track as readers.  
 
The curriculum map presented in this document outlines specific 
units of instruction through which teachers will design day to day 
lessons to meet the individual and varied needs of children in the 
various multi-age classroom settings at SMS.  These classrooms will  
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consist of K-1st , 2nd-3rd, and 4th -6th grade groupings.  The Montessori 
Curriculum thematic content stems from the Integrated Social 
Studies/Science (Montessori Cultural) Curriculum.   The content of  
these units is designed to support an inquiry based classroom.  The 
set of charts below are designed to assist the reader in understanding 
the relationship of these units over time as they connect to the focus 
of the English Language Arts Studies in each age grouping.  Children 
will use reading, writing, speaking, listening and technology to gather,  
organize, communicate and evaluate their understandings of the 
world through the integrated curriculum study.  Through the study of 
the language arts, children use literature and their personal writing to 
explore the concepts developed in each thematic unit of study in the 
Cultural Curriculum. Literature used for interactive read aloud, guided 
reading lessons, and literature circles will be tied to the focus being 
studied in the Cultural curriculum.  The units developed reflect 
literature choices that provide challenging text with the balance of 
fiction and non-fiction as identified in the Common Core Standards.   
Children will use various forms of communication including writing, 
speaking, and listening to share their new understandings with 
others.   
 
The development of the child in Language Arts is embedded within 
the context of a classroom that supports the best educational  
 
 

practices.  It is generally accepted that the workforce of the future 
will require skills such as creative and innovative thinking, comfort 
with ideas and abstraction, along with a global worldview and vibrant 
imagination.   
 
Research (Adams, 2005) shows that children develop these skills in 
classrooms designed to promote intrinsic motivation; to provide  
choice, time for focus and deep study in areas of interest; to allow 
opportunities to experiment and discover, and to develop a focus on 
“What did you learn?” rather than “How well did you do?” The overall 
Montessori Program is designed to support the following: 
 

• A focus on big ideas and essential questions with extended 
work periods to allow for depth of understanding and habits 
of mind. 

• Child-centered inclusive learning environments that utilize 
differentiated instruction and flexible grouping to meet 
individual children’s  learning needs. 

• Classroom-based assessment and observation that informs 
instructional decision making. 

• Hands-on interactive curricular materials and classroom 
environment supporting children developing from concrete 
to abstract thinking. 

• Academic development supported by an emphasis on the 
social/emotional development of the child within a multi-
age community of learners. 

• Collaborative learning and community service leading to 
mutual respect of others and the development of the child’s 
global perspective. 
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OVERALL ELA ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS AND TRANSFER GOALS FOR SMS STUDENTS 

The following Tables identify the Enduring Understandings (what students will know) and the Transfer Goals (what students will be able to do) as a result of 
their experience in the K-6 multi-age classroom program at First State Montessori School.   

 Reading Overall Enduring Understandings and Transfer Goals– K-6th Grade 
Over Arching Enduring Understandings-  Reading 

 
Kindergarten/ first graders will know that good readers: 
 

• use letters, sounds and specific sequences of letters to read printed 
words on a page.  

• stop to see if what they are reading makes sense and use fix-up 
strategies when it doesn’t make sense 

• learn words from wide daily reading. 
 
Building on the above second and third graders will know that good 
readers: 
 

• use knowledge of phonics, context, and syntax to solve unknown 
words while focusing on understanding text. 

• stop to see if what they are reading makes sense and use fix-up 
strategies when it doesn’t make sense. 

• know different types of texts (e.g., narrative, mystery, biography, 
expository, persuasive) have different structures. Understanding a 
text’s structure helps a reader better understand its meaning.  

• identify the reasons/examples an author uses to support points and 
ideas to enhance their understanding of an informative text.   

• use both the text and the illustrations to make sense of the text. 
• make connections between individuals, events, ideas, and 

information to better understand informational and literary text. 

Over Arching Transfer Goals – Reading 
 

Students will be able to:  
 

• demonstrate age appropriate reading habits with appropriate leveled 
texts.  Reader is referred to tables in ELA curriculum maps for 
detailed descriptions of age appropriate reading behaviors.  

 
• K/1 – with prompting and support, read prose, poetry, and 

informational texts of appropriate complexity for grade 1.  CCRL10, 
CCRI10 

 
• 2/3 – read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

poetry, informational texts, including history/social studies, science 
and technical texts at the high end of grades 2-3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.CC3RL10, CC3RI10 

 
• 4/5 – read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, 

poetry, informational texts, including history/social studies, science 
and technical texts at the high end of grades 4-5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.CC5RL10, CC5RI10 
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• create an effective recounting or retelling of literary text(s) that 
includes key ideas and details. 

 
Building on the above fourth, fifth, and sixth graders will know that good 
readers: 

• recognize when word meaning is unknown and are able to use a 
variety of strategies to determine the word meaning.  

• make connections between individuals, events, ideas, and 
information to better understand informational text 

• his/her meaning plain; often, however, a reader must dig beneath the 
surface of the text to find meaning. 

• expect that different readers may respond to the same text in 
different ways.   The better response provides greater insight into the 
text. 

• A writer’s and reader’s point of view is influenced by their 
experience. 

• use key details in an informational text to identify the main topic. 
• identify the reasons/examples an author uses to support points and 

ideas to enhance their understanding of an informative text.   
• actively make sense of a text by making predictions and adjusting 

them as they read.   
• create an effective recounting or retelling of literary text(s) that 

includes key ideas and details. 
 

Writing Overall Learning Objectives and Transfer Goals– K-6th Grade 
Overarching Enduring Understandings - Writing 

 
Kindergarten/ first graders will know that: 
 

• Writers communicate with one another and express ideas and stories 
through print.  

• Writers use the writing process.  

Overarching Transfer Goals – Writing 
 

Students will be able to: 
 

• demonstrate age appropriate writing behaviors in the use of 
conventions, spelling, grammar, and handwriting.  Reader is referred 
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Building on the above second and third graders will know that: 
 

• Using the writing process will help me become a better writer. 
• Writers communicate with one another and express ideas and stories 

through print.  
• Choosing a form for writing depends on the purpose for 

communication.  
• Conventions of language help readers understand what is being 

communicated. 
• Use punctuation marks and grammar rules to guide readers through 

the text to help avoid confusion. 
• Various forms of writing have commonly understood organizational 

structures (opinion, narrative, informational).   
• Purpose for written communication determines the choice for the 

form of writing a writer will use.  
 
 
 
Building on the above fourth, fifth, and sixth graders will know that: 
 

• Various forms of writing have commonly understood organizational 
structures (opinion, narrative, informational).   

• Purpose for written communication determines the choice for the 
form of writing a writer will use.  

• Writers do not always say what they mean.  Indirect forms of 
expression (e.g.,   satire, irony) require readers to read between the 
lines to find the intended meaning. 

• Audience and purpose (e.g., to inform, persuade, entertain) influence 
the use of literary techniques (e.g., style, tone, word choice). 

to tables in program scope and sequence sections for detailed 
descriptions of age appropriate writing behaviors.  

• use the steps of the writing process to complete short and longer 
pieces of writing.   

• share writing and ideas with peers and adults to develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
CCW5 

• write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. CCW10  

• use technology to produce and publish writing. 
• recognize the link between writing and the written word (reading). 
• write for a variety of purposes and audiences in the following genre: 

CCW1,2,3 
Narrative including personal narrative and fiction. 
Poetry. 
Informational and explanatory texts. 
Persuasive essays. 
Opinion pieces 
Summaries of fiction/non-fiction. 
Letter writing. 
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• A writer’s word choice and syntax are characteristics of voice which 
help to personalize text. 

• Punctuation marks and grammar rules are like highway signs and 
traffic signals.  They guide readers through the text to help avoid 
confusion. 

• Conventions of language help readers understand what is being 
communicated. 

Speaking and Listening Overall Learning Objectives and Transfer Goals– K-6th Grade 
Overarching Enduring Understandings – Speaking and Listening 

 
Kindergarten and first graders will know that: 
 

• Using speaking and listening skills to help us better understand each 
other. 

• Our speaking and listening skills grow through our experiences and 
the feedback from teachers and peers 
 

Building on the above second and third graders will know that: 
 

• Listening and responding to what they hear develops understanding 
and knowledge.  

• Communication can sometimes involve disagreeing with what a 
speaker says  

• Speakers do not always say what they mean.  Indirect forms of 
expression (e.g.,    eye contact, hand gestures, facial expressions) 
require the audience to read between the lines to find the intended 
meaning. 

• The use of the voice (e.g., pitch, rate, volume, intonation) helps the 
audience understand the message. 

• Audience and purpose (e.g., inform, persuade, entertain) influence 
communication 

Overarching Transfer Goals - Speaking and Listening: 
 

The students will be able to: 
 

• demonstrate age appropriate speaking and listening behaviors. The 
reader is referred to tables in program scope and sequence sections 
for detailed descriptions of age appropriate reading habits.  

• participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about 
age appropriate topics and texts with peers and adults in small and 
larger group settings.  CCSL1 

• listen to an age appropriate text read aloud or presented in media 
format and determine the key ideas, paraphrase and summarize the 
ideas to share with others.   

• ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to 
clarify, gather additional information, or deepen understanding about 
a topic or issue. CCSL3 

• recount a story or an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details. CC3SL4 

• report on a topic or text or present an opinion sequencing ideas 
logically and using appropriate facts and relevant descriptive details 
to support main ideas or themes. CC5SL4 
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• A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on his 
purpose. 

 
 

Building on the above fourth, fifth, and sixth graders will know that: 
 

• A speaker selects a form and organizational pattern based on his 
purpose. 

• Audience and purpose (e.g., inform, persuade, entertain) influence 
communication 

• Learning is about sharing different views and actively listening to 
those with different views 

• A speaker’s point of view is influenced by his experience  
• Speakers do not always say what they mean.  Indirect forms of 

expression (e.g.,    eye contact, hand gestures, facial expressions) 
require the audience to read between the lines to find the intended 
meaning. 

• A speaker’s word choice and style are characteristics of voice which 
helps to personalize the message.  

 
 

 
 

• speak clearly and at length to be understood. 
• integrate what they know from their experiences and conversations. 
• adapt their speech based on the situation, context, task and/or 

audience. 
• use an increasingly sophisticated vocabulary when speaking.  
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Sussex Montessori School 

English Language Arts Curriculum 

K-1st (Ages 5-7) 
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ELA Overview 
Kindergarten and First Grade 

 
The Montessori teacher understands that there are sensitive periods in the development of language related to phonemic awareness and oral 
language development that influence children’s later reading development.  Special attention is given to the development of these areas in the 
kindergarten and first grade year to ensure a solid foundation for the later development of fluency and expansion of reading.  Within the 
Montessori Language curriculum reading, writing, speaking, and listening are approached as simultaneously developing activities within the context 
of classroom projects, group work, and morning meeting experiences. Following current brain-based learning research, the curriculum emphasizes 
the connection of the hand to learning.  Instead of worksheets, the Montessori shelves have a variety of materials including sand paper letters, 
moveable alphabets, and various phonics activities that involve the child moving objects and letters to create words. Moveable grammar materials 
support children as they develop and understanding of syntax the structure of language.   
 
The multi-age classrooms allow teachers to flexibly group for instruction to best meet the needs of each child.  Through the use of classroom based 
assessment tools and knowledge of these developmental stages, SMS teachers finely tailor instruction and the classroom environment to support 
the individual learner.  The SMS ELA Curriculum Map aligns the appropriate standards to these stages within the context of units that extend the 
learning from the integrated cultural studies. The Common Core Standards relating to the foundational skills are given special emphasis in the 
Montessori K/1 classroom.  Rather than being dictated by a time limit; children move from one stage of foundational skills to the next as they 
demonstrate mastery through formative and summative assessments as well as teacher observations of the children as they use Montessori 
Materials.   
 
The following pages provide resources to the K/1 multi-age Montessori Teachers: 

• Table 1 – K/1 Unit Summaries Year 1 and 2 
• Instructional Strategies for 5-7 year olds 
• Primary Instructional Resources 
• Text Characteristics – guide to leveled books for 5-7 year olds 
• Assessment tools and guidelines 
• Scope and Sequence Year 1  
• Scope and Sequence Year 2  
• Pacing Guide for Foundational Reading Skills and Writing Conventions 
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 Table 1 – Kindergarten/ First Grade ELA Unit Summaries 
Year 1 – What does it Mean to be Human? Year 2 – How Does that World Work? 
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Unit 1 – People use Symbols to Communicate 
In this unit, students will explore the various ways that people use 
symbols and pictures to communicate with each other.  Focusing on the 
alphabet and alphabet books, children will develop their concept of 
letters, letters combine to form words, and that words represent pictures. 
Older readers will explore the wide variety of vocabulary in alphabet 
books.  Children will apply these concepts to their own writing.  Using the 
Alphabet books as models, the children will create class and individual 
alphabet books to share with others in the school community.   

Unit 1 – Families, Friends, Communities 
Children will use the familiar concept of families and friends in literature 
to compare and contrast with their own families and friendships in school 
and the community.  Through stories from various cultures, children will 
learn about families on the focus continent study of Africa. Children will 
explore story and poetry as a part of this unit focusing on the early 
concepts of print; letters make words, words make sentences and that 
stories have a beginning, middle, and end.  They will use these 
understandings in their own attempts at writing about their families and 
friends.   

Unit 2 – People Read, Tell, and Write Stories to Communicate 
Building on the idea that people use symbols to communicate, this unit 
will focus on the literature and stories of the native Americans in North 
and South America.  Students will develop their understanding that 
people communicate through story-telling, that stories in books are often 
stories written down, and that poetry is another form of sharing ideas. 
Children understand that various cultures use story and poetry as ways to 
pass down ideas.  Children will share favorite poetry and stories in a 
story/poetry telling workshop.  Children will explore the concept of story 
in their own writing.     

Unit 2 – Animals, Animals 
Building on the ideas being studied in the cultural unit, children will 
explore animals in literature and poetry text with a special emphasis on 
the animals of Africa and Australia.  They will develop their understanding 
of the differences between poetry and fictional text as forms of literature.  
Using the concept of activating prior knowledge, they will consider what 
they know about various animals prior to reading and what they have 
learned after reading. The will use their knowledge of animals to write 
poems about a specific animal.     
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 Unit 3 – People take care of the Earth 
Connecting with the study of fundamental wants, children will use 
literature and informational text to explore how people take care of the 
earth.  They will develop their understanding of the differences between 
fiction and informational text as forms of literature learning beginning 
strategies for reading informational text.  They will demonstrate their 
understanding of informational text in writing workshops. 

Unit 3 – People explore the Earth 
Students meet various explorers of Africa and Australia through 
informational and fictional stories.  Children focus on sequencing of 
events and cause and effect in the stories about explorers.  They learn to 
identify new vocabulary and to use the context of the text to assist with 
understanding.  They use their growing knowledge of writing to explore 
writing an informational piece or a story based piece about an explorer or 
their own explorations.   
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Unit 4 - All about trees 
Coinciding with the science kit studying paper and trees, children will 
explore the ideas that not only are trees important resources, but they 
have been an inspiration for writers of stories and poetry.   Building on 
the use of informational text a source of information in the Montessori 
cultural studies, children will continue to develop their understanding of 
the differences between informational text and other forms of writing.    

Unit 4 – Weather / Weather 
Children explore the use of weather in literature and its influence on 
setting and events in a story.  They enjoy poetry related to weather 
focusing on the use of rhythm and rhyme as a way to help the reader 
“feel” the weather.  Children use informational text to gather ideas for 
the integrated cultural unit on Weather and earth systems using this 
information to complete projects and demonstrations.   

Ap
ril

, M
ay

, J
un

e 

Unit 5 - People’s Traditions 
Through fictional and informational text, children explore the various 
traditions of cultures of North and South America.  Using comparing and 
contrasting skills, students learn the similarities and differences between 
cultures and their traditions.  Children will connect these traditions to 
their own family traditions.  Children use these understandings to create 
posters and technological presentations of a tradition or holiday 
celebrated in different countries. 

Unit 5 – Energy/Energy 
Through fictional and informational text, children explore the forms of 
energy – wind, solar, etc.  Using comparing and contrasting skills, students 
learn the similarities and differences between these various kinds of 
energy.  Children will explore their own use of energy and the ways that 
energy is used on the focus continents of Africa and Australia  creating 
posters and technological presentations about the ways that they use 
energy in the school, classroom, and at home.  Emphasizing cause and 
effect,  this unit focuses on helping children identify the various 
cause/effect relationships found in informational text.   

Unit 6 – Family Histories 
Building on the concept of traditions, students will explore how writers 
share family histories through story.  They will explore the use of 
character and setting in these stories.  They will draw on their own short 
timeline in their family to create their personal timeline of life and stories 
to share orally and in writing with the class. 

Unit 6 - Discoveries 
Building on the concept of exploration from earlier in the year, children 
will explore the concept of discovery through fictional literature.  
Students will focus on characters and their discoveries about themselves.  
They will explore authors and their discoveries about themselves as 
writers.  Children will reflect on their own discoveries about themselves 
as readers and writers.    
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Instructional Strategies K/1 
 

Instructional Strategies: In addition to the use of Montessori materials teachers at Sussex Montessori will use the following strategies for teaching 
reading, writing and speaking in the K/1 classrooms.   

Interactive Read Aloud 
Interactive Read Aloud will be conducted with small multi-age groups (approximately 10 children).  Each book will be read repeatedly, at least three times in a 
given week following the model for interactive read aloud.   
Guided Reading 
Using the pre-assessments (DIBELS and the Developmental Reading Assessment) teachers will place children in appropriate guided reading groups and books 
that support their demonstrative reading development and that they can read with 90% accuracy.  Teachers will use: 

• Guided Reading: Good First Teaching for All Children, by Fountas and Pinnell to develop appropriate guided reading lessons for each group.   
Word Study 
Using the pre-assessments, teachers will group children along the Foundational Skills Pacing Guide.  It is expected that these groups will coincide with the 
Guided Reading groupings.  Younger children will further explore the concept of letter forming words, while older children will explore word meanings, 
attributes, and word sorting. Words and letters will extend from the interactive read aloud and guided reading lessons. Teachers will use:   

• Montessori albums and lessons on word study.  
• Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, Johnston and 
• Word Matters, Teaching Phonics and Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom, Fountas and Pinnell 

Interactive Writing 
This is a shared writing activity in which the teacher works with no more than 10 children in flexible groupings to model the act of writing and to share the 
writing responsibility with children.  At times the groups will be of mixed ability and at other times teachers will want to focus on a specific skill with a group of 
children.  Teachers will use: 

• Interactive Writing; How Language & Literacy Come Together, K-2, McCarrier, Pinnell, and Fountas as a resource for these lessons.  
Writing Workshop  
Writing Workshop is a daily routine in the Montessori Classroom.  Teacher’s will use: 

• Units of Study for Primary Writing by Lucy Calkins 
• Launching a Writing Workshop 
• 6+1 Traits of Writing, Ruth Culham 

Responsive Classroom 
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Daily morning meetings using the Responsive Classroom Model will provide an opportunity for children to watch the teacher model and to learn and practice 
the skills of listening to others, demonstrating to others that you are listening and responding appropriately.   

  
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Instructional Resources for the Lower Elementary K/1 Classrooms 
 

Reading Writing Speaking/Listening 
• Montessori Materials: Word / object cards; 

Phonics/ language materials 
• Guided Reading: Good First Teaching for All 

Children, Fountas and Pinnell 
• Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, 

Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, Bear, 
Invernizzi, Templeton, Johnston 

• Word Matters, Teaching Phonics and 
Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom, 
Fountas and Pinnell 

• Common Core Curriculum Maps (2012), 
Josey Bass, Pacing Guide for Foundational 
Skills 

• Word Sorts and More: Sound, Pattern and 
Meaning Explorations K-3, Ganske 
 

• Montessori Language Album—Resources 
obtained through MACTE approved      
Montessori training courses Montessori 
Grammar Materials. 

• Units of Study for Primary Writing by Lucy 
Calkins 

• Interactive Writing: How Language & Literacy 
Come Together, K-2, Fountas and Pinnell 

• 6+1 Traits of Writing, Ruth Culham 

• Montessori Language Album—
Resources obtained through MACTE 
approved Montessori training courses 

• Speaking and listening for preschool 
through third grade by Lauren Resnick 

• Responsive Classroom Morning 
Message and other Shared Writing, 
Northeast Foundation for Children, 
Inc. 
 

  
 

Text Characteristics for K/1 Readers  
 

Kindergarten 
Guided Reading Levels A, B, C, D 

First Grade 
Guided Reading Levels E, F, G, H, I 
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Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 
CCKRL10  

Leveled Books – A, B, C, D 
Texts reflect common experiences, familiar objects and actions. 
Some texts include repetition of one or two sentence patterns. 
Patterns change only slightly (1-2 words change). 
Texts include 1-3 lines of print per page. 
Texts include memorable, repetitive language patterns. 
Texts include an increasing number of high frequency words. 
Some texts are based on familiar rhymes and songs.    
Some texts include varied opening and closing sentences. 
Texts include predominantly oral language structures. 
  
Illustrations appear on every page. 
Illustrations clearly support the text. 
Print placement is consistent. 
Adequate spacing appears between words. 
Early books are usually 8-10 pages. 
Later books are 10-20 pages.  
  

 

 
With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate 
complexity for grade 1. CC1RL10  

Leveled Books E and F 
Texts reflect common experiences and conventional story structure. 
Simple sentence patterns, varied sentence patterns, or repetition of two or 

more sentence patterns. 
Illustrations appear on every page and provide strong support. 
Simple vocabulary which reappears throughout text. 
Print placement varies. 
2-4 lines of print per page and 10-20 pages.   

Leveled Books G, H, I 
Texts reflect common experiences and conventional story structure but are 

less predictable. 
Varied sentence patterns or repetition of 3 or more sentence patterns. 
Illustrations provide support for text and appear on every page. 
Simple vocabulary which reappears throughout text. 
Print size/placement vary. 
2–4 lines of print per page and 10–32 pages 
  

 
  

Additional Instructional Resources for the SMS K/1 Teachers 

 
Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading K-3, Fountas and Pinnell 

Mosaic of Thought: The Power of Comprehension Strategy Instruction, Oliver-Keene and Zimmermann 
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The Café Book: Engaging All Students in Daily Literacy Assessment and Instruction, Boushey and Moser 

The Fluent Reader: Oral Reading Strategies for Building Word Recognition, Fluency and Comprehension, Rasinski 

Snapshots: Literacy Mini-lessons Up Close, Hoyt 

Explaining Reading, Duffy 

Mini Lessons for Literature Circles, Daniels and Steineke 

Book Title Resource:  http://www.fountasandpinnellleveledbooks.com/ 

 

ELA Assessment Kindergarten and First Grade 

The Curriculum Framework provides teachers with the goals for ELA at each age level.  The following charts outline the assessments that are 
embedded in the various units described above allowing teachers to monitor the goals for reading, writing and speaking and listening within these 
units.  The SMS teachers will have a wide variety of assessment tools and supportive training for their use.  This will allow them to meet each child’s 
individual instructional needs, to flexible group and regroup for instruction, and to monitor progress daily as well as on the routine assessment 
schedule.   
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Formative Assessments 

Formative Assessments provide ways for teachers to collect evidence of student learning and shape the instruction throughout the school year.  The following 
are the various tools that SMS teachers will use to gather information to inform instruction and evaluate progress in the English Language Arts.  

Kindergarten 

Portfolios 
Reading Logs 
Running Records 
Retellings 
Anecdotal Records reflecting behaviors in Tables 2,3,4 
Writing Samples 
 
Each of the studies allows for a variety of formative assessments. The 
integrated projects teachers will design to focus on each area of study as 
described in Table 1 provide opportunities for teachers to strategically 
collect portfolio evidence of student progress against each of the ELA 
standards.   

A basis of the Montessori training is teacher observations.  Montessori 
teachers are trained to collect observational records of children document 
evidence of learning as related to each of the standards.  Teacher 
conferencing is an integral part of Montessori training providing 
opportunities for teachers to document what children use and confuse as a 
reader or writer.  Over time, these records provide rich evidence of 
children’s progress.   

Other Assessment Tools  
       Yopp Singer Test of Phoneme Segmentation.  

Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement (Clay, 2005).  
Words their Way Spelling Assessments (Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, & 

Johnston, 2000).  

First Grade: 

Portfolios 
Reading Logs 
Running Records 
Retellings 
Anecdotal Records reflecting behaviors in Tables 2,3,4 
Writing Samples 
 
Each of the studies allows for a variety of formative assessments.  The These 
integrated projects teachers will design to focus on each area of study as 
described in Table 1 provide opportunities for teachers to strategically collect 
portfolio evidence of student progress against the standards.  Tools such as 
Reading logs allow teachers to follow children’s progress against each of the 
ELA standards.   

A basis of the Montessori training is teacher observations.  Montessori teachers 
are trained to collect observational records of children document evidence of 
learning as related to each of the standards.  Teacher conferencing is an 
integral part of Montessori training providing opportunities for teachers to 
document what children use and confuse as a reader or writer.  Over time, 
these records provide rich evidence of children’s progress.   

Other Assessment Tools  
The Names Test: A Quick Assessment of Decoding (Cunningham, 1990).  
Spelling Assessments (Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, & Johnston, 2000).  
Sight Word Lists – Vocabulary is expanding.  



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-21 

Oral and Written Narrative Retellings ((Paris & Paris, 2003).  
Story Construction from a Picture Book (van Kraayenoord & Paris, 

1996).  
Sight Word Lists.  
Running Records  
Genre specific rubrics for the International Reading Association and 

National Council of Teachers of English (www.readwritethink.org). 
Write Traits: 6-Trait Instruction and Assessment Rubrics (Spandel,) 
Genre specific rubrics from Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing 

(Hampton, Murphy, Lowry, 2009) 

The Print Tool Evaluation and Remediation (Handwriting without Tears). 
Screener of Handwriting Proficiency (Handwriting without Tears) 
Speaking and Listening Rubric Grades K-6 (Reading/Language Arts 

Framework for California Public School) 
    DDOE Genre specific writing rubrics  

Running Records  
Think Alouds (comprehension strategies) (Wade, 1990).  
Oral and Written Narrative Retellings (Paris & Paris, 2003).  
Write Traits: 6-Trait Instruction and Assessment Rubrics 
Genre specific rubrics for the International Reading Association and National 

Council of Teachers of English (www.readwritethink.org). 
Genre specific rubrics from Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing 

(Hampton, Murphy, Lowry, 2009) 
The Print Tool Evaluation and Remediation (Handwriting without Tears). 
Screener of Handwriting Proficiency (Handwriting without Tears) 
Speaking and Listening Rubric Grades K-6 (Reading/Language Arts Framework 

for California Public School) 
DDOE Genre specific writing rubrics  
 

 

  

http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
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Language Arts Data Collection Timeline for Summative Assessments 

The following assessments are summative assessments that document children’s progress over longer periods of them.  They are administered at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the school year.   

DIBELS - Letter Naming Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word 
Fluency, Retell Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency (Kaminski, Good, 
Smith, & Dill, 2003).  

TROLL – (Dickinson, McCabe, & Spraque, 2003).  
Developmental Reading Assessment Text Levels and Word Analysis. 

(Beaver & Carter, 2003) 
Writing Samples 
Spelling Inventory 

DIBELS - Letter Naming Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word 
Fluency, Retell Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency (Kaminski, Good, Smith, & 
Dill, 2003).  

Developmental Reading Assessment Text Levels and Word Analysis. (Beaver & 
Carter, 2003) 

Writing Samples 
Spelling Inventory  

 Fall Winter Spring 

Kindergarten 
 

Dibels 
TROLL Screening 

Writing Assessment 

Dibels 
DRA (Developmental Reading 

Assessment) 
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 

Dibels 
DRA (Developmental Reading 

Assessment) 
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 
Grade 1 
 

Dibels 
DRA (Developmental Reading 

Assessment) 
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 

Dibels 
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 

Dibels 
DRA (Developmental Reading 

Assessment) 
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 
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SMS English/Language Arts Unit Summary Curriculum Map –  Kindergarten/ First Grade  

 

The following charts outline a scope and sequence for six units for the first year of the multi-age 5-7-year-old/k-1 cycle and six units of the second 
year of the multi-age 5-7-year-old/k-1 cycle.  Following the Scope and Sequence for the units, is a pacing guide for the Reading Foundations section 
of the Common Core Standards.   The Pacing Guide is based on the guide “Reading Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in 
Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).   Because the learning progression of foundational reading skills and language 
conventions is based on mastery of concepts before moving to the next stage, these skills are not embedded in instructional units.  In the 
Montessori classroom teachers will use informal and formal assessments to create multiple flexible groupings across the multi-age classroom 
within which to place children.  Teachers will provide small group guided reading and word study lessons, peer activities, and independent activities 
at each specific stage on the pacing chart allowing them to meet the individual needs of children within the context of the unit.   
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Unit One/ Year One: People Use Symbols to Communicate              K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
In this interdisciplinary unit, kindergarten and first grade students will explore the various ways that people use symbols and pictures to communicate with each 
other.  Focusing on the alphabet and alphabet books, children will develop their concept of letters, letters combine to form words, and that words represent 
pictures. Older readers will explore the wide variety of vocabulary in alphabet books.  Children will apply these concepts to their own writing.  Using the 
Alphabet books as models, the children will create class and individual alphabet books to share with others in the school community.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Ask and answer questions about      
unknown words in a text. CCKRL4 

Identify the front cover, back cover and 
the title page of a book. CCKRL5  

Sort common objects into categories 
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense 
of the concepts the   categories 
represent. CCKL5a 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., note 
places at school that are colorful). 
CCKL5c 

With prompting and support, name the 
author and illustrator of a story and 
define the role of each in telling the 
story. CCKRL6 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., listening to others 

Identify words and phrases in 
stories or poems that suggest 
feelings or appeal to the 
senses.  CC1RL4 

Sort words into categories (e.g., 
colors, clothing) to gain a sense 
of the concepts the categories 
represent. CC1L5a 

Define words by category and by 
one or more key attributes (e.g., 
a duck is a bird that swims; a 
tiger is a large cat with stripes). 
CC1L5b 

Identify real-life connections 
between words and their use 
(e.g., note places at home that 
are cozy). CC1L5c 

Identify words and phrases in stories 

Letters form words and I can use the 
sounds of the letters to figure out 
the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from reading.  
Writers communicate and express 

ideas and stories through print.  
There are conventions for grammar 

that help people understand what 
I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills grow 
through our experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and peers. 

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
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and taking turns speaking about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). CCKSL1a 

Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speakingCCKL1 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.  CCKL2 

Ask and answer questions about what a 
speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 
CC1SL3 

 

or poems that suggest feelings 
or appeal to the senses. CC1RL4 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., listening to 
others with care, speaking one 
at a time about the topics and 
texts under discussion). 
CC1SL1a 

Ask and answer questions about 
what a speaker says in order to 
gather additional information 
or clarify something that is not 
understood. CC1SL3 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speakingCC1L1 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.  CC1L2 

Use a complete writing process to 
compose multiple pieces of 
writing.  CC1W1 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects CC1W7 

People use symbols and pictures to 
communicate with each other.  

I can communicate with symbols and 
pictures.   

Visual materials enhance 
     understanding. 
 

understand what is being said or 
asked? 

 What kinds of symbols do people use 
to communicate with each other?  

How can I use symbols and pictures to 
share my ideas?  

How do pictures help readers 
     understand and communicate 
     writing? 

Formative Assessments: 
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations and anecdotal records of children using Montessori 

materials and other word study lessons  

Summative Assessments:  
• Students will create their own Alphabet Book and share it with the 

class.  Teachers will review this product and presentation to determine 
if students have met their personal learning goals associated with: 
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• Running records 
• Yopp Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation 
• Words Their Way Spelling Assessments.  
• Writing Samples  
• Writing portfolio 
• Observations of children using speaking and listening skills in morning 

meetings and collaborative group times 

o Writing to communicate ideas 
o Demonstrating good listening and speaking skills 
o Giving and receiving feedback after sharing book 

• See Foundational Reading Skills for Reading assessments 
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used 

to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   

Unit Two / Year One: People Tell, Read, and Write Stories and Poetry 
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Building on the idea that people use symbols to communicate, this unit will focus on the literature and stories of the native Americans in North and South 
America.  Students will develop their understanding that people communicate through story-telling, that stories in books are often stories written down, and 
that poetry is another form of sharing ideas. Children understand that various cultures use story and poetry as ways to pass down ideas.  Children will share 
favorite poetry and stories in a story/poetry telling workshop.  Children will explore the concept of story in their own writing.     
 
Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to address the 
foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based assessments. 
Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 
 

With prompting and support, ask 
and answer questions about key 
details in a text. CCKRL1 

With prompting and support, retell 
familiar stories, including key 
details. CCKRL2 

Ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text. CCKRL4 

With prompting and support, name the 
author and illustrator of a story and 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. CC1RL1 

Retell stories, including key ideas, and 
demonstrate understanding of 
their central message or lesson.  
CC1RL2. 

Identify words and phrases in stories 
or poems that suggest feelings or 
appeal to the senses. CC1RL4 

Identify who is telling the story at 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 
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define the role of teach in telling 
the story. CCKRL6 

Sort common objects into categories 
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense 
of the concepts the   categories 
represent. CCKL5a 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., note 
places at school that are colorful). 
CCKL5c 

Collaborative conversations about 
kindergarten topics and texts with 
diverse partners, peers and adults, 
in small and large groups. CCKSL1 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., listening to others 
and taking turns speaking about the 
topics and texts under discussion). 
CCKSL1a 

Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
narratives, such as memoirs, in 
which students narrate a single 
event or several loosely related 
events. Tell about the events in the 
order in which they occurred. 
Provide a reaction to what 
happened.  (CCKW3) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers and add 
details to strengthen writing as 

various points in a text. CC1RL6 
Sort words into categories (e.g., 

colors, clothing) to gain a sense of 
the concepts the categories 
represent. CC1L5a 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (note places 
at home that are cozy) CC1L5c 

Collaborative conversations about first 
grade topics and texts with diverse 
partners, peers and adults, in 
small and large groups. CC1SL1 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., listening to others 
with care, speaking one at a time 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion). CC1SL1a 

Write narratives, such as memoirs, in 
which students:  

Recount two or more 
appropriately sequenced 
events. 

Include some details regarding 
what happened. 

Use temporal words to signal 
event order. 

Provide some sense of closure.  
(CC1W3) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, focus on a topic, respond 
to questions and suggestions from 
peers, and add details to 

ideas and stories through print.  
There are conventions for grammar 

that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills                                                   
grow through our experiences 
and   the feedback from 
teachers and peers. 

Readers can learn about different 
cultures (people and places) 

through a variety of texts. 
People tell stories to share ideas 

and feelings. 
People have many ways of telling 

stories.  
Poetry is another way to convey 

ideas.   
People of different cultures have 

different stories to explain how 
the world works.   

 
 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  
How can I learn about different   

cultures through multiple texts?  
How do people communicate through 

stories?   
Why do people tell stories?  
Where do stories come from?  
What is poetry?  
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
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needed. CCKW5 
Participate in shared research and 

writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of books by a favorite 
author and express opinions about 
them). CCKW7 

strengthen writing as needed. 
CC1W5 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of "how-to" books on a given 
topic and use them to write a 
sequence of instructions). CC1W7 

Formative Assessment  
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child contribute to story about a class event? 
o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 

• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level acting out poems with 
their peers.  

 

Summative Assessment 
 

• Can children identify the purpose of the story or poem?  Students 
will respond to the question:  Why did the author write this 
story/poem?  Teacher will look for evidence that children 
understand that authors write stories and poems for a specific 
purpose – to humor, to tell about an event, to share something 
about them, to describe something, etc.  

• Children will compile the poems they have written.  Teacher will 
evaluate for correct form, incorporation of skills taught in mini-
lessons, and ability to communicate through poetry.  Teachers 
should also be able to identify the purpose of the poem – humor, 
storytelling, descriptive, etc.   

• Children will write a story to tell about an event in their life.  The text 
will be evaluated for ability to communicate in a way that makes 
sense, is organized, and informs the reader of something that has 
happened.   

• See Foundational Reading Skills for Reading assessments  
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 

used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   

Unit Three / Year One: People take care of the Earth 
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
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Unit Description:  
Connecting with the study of fundamental wants, children will use literature and informational text to explore how people take care of the earth.  They will 
develop their understanding of the differences between fiction and informational text as forms of literature learning beginning strategies for reading 
informational text.  They will demonstrate their understanding of informational text in writing workshops.  
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on K 
reading and content CCKRL4 

Identify new meanings for familiar 
words and apply them accurately 
(eq. duck is a bird and the verb 
to duck) CCKRL4a 

Demonstrate understanding of 
frequently occurring verbs and 
adjectives by relating them to 
their opposites. CCKRL4b 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., note 
places at school that are colorful). 
CCKL5c 

With prompting and support: 
• Ask and answer questions 

about key details in a text. 
CCKRI1 

• identify the main topic and 
retell key details of a text. 

Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on 
reading and content CC1RL4 

Use sentence-level context as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC1RL4a 

Define words by category and by 
one or more key attributes 
(duck is a bird that swims) 
CC1L5b 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., note 
places at home that are cozy). 
CC1L5c 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. CC1RI1       

Identify the main topic and key details 
of a text. CC1RI2 

Explain major differences between 
books that tell stories and books 
that give information, drawing on 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for grammar 
that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers. 

Informational text deals with facts. 

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

What makes an informational text 
different from a fictional text?  
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CCKRI2 
• Recognize common types of 

texts (e.g., storybooks, poems). 
CCKRL5 

Confirm understanding of a text read 
aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions 
about key details and requesting 
clarification if something is not 
understood. CCKSL2 

Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Use a complete writing process 

(combination of drawing, dictating, 
and writing) to compose multiple 
pieces of writing.  CCKW1 

Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
Informative and explanatory texts 
in which students name what they 
are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic.  
(CCKW2) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer a 
question. CCKW8 

a wide reading of a range of text 
types. CC1RL5 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC1SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what 
a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 
CC1SL3 

Writing – Students Will: 
Use a complete writing process to 

compose multiple pieces of 
writing.  CC1W1 

Write informative and explanatory 
texts, such as literary nonfiction or 
a picture book, in which students 
name a topic, supply some facts 
about the topic. and provide some 
sense of closure.  (CC1W2)  

With guidance and support from 
adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer 
a question. CCKW8 

I can learn interesting information 
in my reading.  

I can write to inform others about 
things I have learned about.  

Writers share information that 
     they have learned from 
     informational texts through their 
     writing. 
Informational texts provide the 

reader with facts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do authors organize their ideas in 
informational text?  

How can I use my understanding 
about how authors organize 
informational text to organize my 
own writing?  

What information can writers share 
through their writing?  

What is the difference between 
informational and fictional texts?  
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Formative Assessment 

• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  
 

Summative Assessment  
• Children will identify a topic of interest using books to learn about 

that topic and then create a basic informational text sharing what 
they learned.  For k children this may be in drawings with words and 
for first graders it will be with drawings and sentences.   

• Children will complete a project to share what they learned about a 
topic.  They will share this project orally with classmates including 
key information, organizing their thoughts, and responding to 
questions and comments.  

• Writing pieces to be scored with DDOE Informative Writing Rubric 
• See Foundational Reading Skills for Reading assessments 
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 

used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   

Unit Four / Year One:  All About Trees  
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Coinciding with the science kit studying paper and trees, children will explore the ideas that not only are trees important resources, but they have been an 
inspiration for writers of stories and poetry.   Building on the use of informational text a source of information in the Montessori cultural studies, children will 
continue to develop their understanding of the differences between informational text and other forms of writing.    
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Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

With prompting and support, 
• identify characters, settings, 

and major events in a story. 
CCKRL3 

• describe the connection 
between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. CCKRI3 

• describe the relationship 
between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear. 
CCKRL7 

• describe the relationship 
between illustrations and the 
text in which they appear. 
CCKRI7 

Use the most frequently occurring 
inflections and affixes as a clue to 
the meaning of an unknown word. 
CCKL4b 

Confirm understanding of a text read 
aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions 
about key details and requesting 

 Describe characters, settings and 
major events in a story, using 
key details. CC1RL3 

Describe the connection between 
two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a 
text. CC1RI3 

Use illustrations and details in a story 
to describe its characters, setting, 
or events.  CC1RL7 

Use the illustrations and details in a 
text to describe its key ideas. 
CC1RI7 

Know and use various text features to 
locate key facts or information in a 
text. CC1RI5 

Use frequently occurring affixes as a 
clue to the meaning of a word 
CC1L4b 

Identify frequently occurring root 
words and their inflectional forms. 
CC1L4a 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC1SL2 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for grammar 
that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers. 

Informational text provides facts 
about a topic.  

A topic such as trees can be 
something that is appreciated 
through narrative and poetry. 

I can learn interesting information 

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How are informational texts different 
from other forms of writing?  

How can I use other forms of writing 
to share my feelings about objects 
like trees?   

How do authors organize their ideas in 
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clarification if something is not 
understood. CCKSL2 

Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail. CCKSL5 

Use a complete writing process 
(combination of drawing, dictating, 
and writing) to compose multiple 
pieces of writing.  CCKW1 

Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
Informative and explanatory texts 
in which students name what they 
are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic.  
(CCKW2) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers and add 
details to strengthen writing as 
needed. CCKW5 

Ask and answer questions about what 
a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 
CC1SL3  

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions when appropriate 
to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings. CCKSL5 

Use a complete writing process to 
compose multiple pieces of 
writing.  CC1W1 

Write informative and explanatory 
texts, such as literary nonfiction or 
a picture book, in which students 
name a topic, supply some facts 
about the topic. and provide some 
sense of closure.  (CC1W2)  

With guidance and support from 
adults, focus on a topic, respond 
to questions and suggestions from 
peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
CC1W5 

in my reading.  
Poetry employs a variety of 
     techniques to enhance 

effectiveness. 
Informational texts deal with facts. 
 
 
 
  

informational text?  
How is poetry different from 
     other types of literature? 
What makes an informational text 

different from other texts?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative Assessments  
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

Summative Assessments 
• Informative writing piece on a topic related to trees and scored with 

the DDOE 
• Children will write poetry related to an item in nature – a flower, 

plant, etc.   
• See Foundational Reading skills for Assessments  
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
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• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  
 

used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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Unit Five/ Year One: People’s Traditions  
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  

Through fictional and informational text, children explore the various traditions of cultures of North and South America.  Using comparing and contrasting skills, 

students learn the similarities and differences between cultures and their traditions.  Children will connect these traditions to their own family traditions.  

Children use these understandings to create posters and technological presentations of a tradition or holiday celebrated in different countries. 

 

Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 

address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 

assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas 
 

Essential Questions 
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With prompting and support, 
        describe the relationship 

between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear. 
CCKRL7 

 compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 
CCRL9 

 identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts 
on the same topic. CCKRI9 

Name the author and illustrator of a 
text and define the role of each 
in presenting the ideas or 
information in a text. CCKRI6 

Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and 
understanding.  CCKRL10. 
/CCKRI10 (Informational text) 

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
verbs describing the same 
general action (ie march, walk) 
by acting out the meanings. 
CCKL5d 

Confirm understanding of a text read 
aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions 
about key details and requesting 
clarification if something is not 
understood. CCKSL2 

Use illustrations and details in a story 
to describe its characters, setting, 
or events. CC1RL7 

Compare and contrast the adventures 
and experiences of characters in 
stories. CC1RL9 

Identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on 
the same topic. CC1RI9 

Distinguish between information 
provided by pictures or other 
illustrations and information 
provided by the words in a text. 
CC1RL6 

With prompting and support, read 
prose and poetry of appropriate 
complexity for grade 1. CC1RL10. 
CC1RI10 (Informational text)  

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
verbs differing in manner (look, 
peek, etc.) and adjectives differing 
in intensity (large, gigantic) by 
defining or choosing them or by 
acting out the meanings.  CC1L5d 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC1SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what 
a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for grammar 
that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills  
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers. 

We make connections between 
what we read or what people 
say and our own life 
experience. 

All people have similarities and 
differences based on their 
cultures and family traditions.   

We can appreciate and respect 
the similarities and differences 
that people have.   

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How do I make connections between 
what I learn from my reading and 
my own life experiences?  

What are some ways that people are 
similar and different from each 
other?  

How does understanding other 
people’s traditions help us to get 
along with each other?   

How can I make connections to a text? 
What are the benefits of writing 
        about my experiences? 
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Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail. CCKSL5 

Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in 
which they name what they are 
writing about and supply some 
information about the topic. 
CCKW2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers and add 
details to strengthen writing as 
needed. CCKW5 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CCKW6 

CC1SL3  
Add drawings or other visual displays 

to descriptions when appropriate 
to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings. CCKSL5 

Write informative/explanatory texts in 
which they name a topic, supply 
some facts about the topic, and 
provide some sense of closure. 
CC1W2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, focus on a topic, respond 
to questions and suggestions from 
peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
CCKW5 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CC1W6 

Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make 
connections (text to text, text 
to word, text to self) to make 
text personally relevant and 
useful. 

Traditions (including recipes) are 
an important part of belonging 
to families and communities. 
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Formative Assessments 
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  
 

Summative Assessments  
• Children will write pieces, develop posters, and other forms of 

presentations comparing their family traditions with those of other 
cultures.    

• Text will be evaluated against the appropriate DDOE rubrics.   
• Children will write personal narratives about specific events and 

traditions in their families.  The DDOE Narrative Rubric will be used 
to evaluate.  

• See Foundational Skills for Summative Reading Assessments.   
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 

used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   

 

Unit Six / Year One: Family Histories  
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description: Building on the concept of traditions, students will explore how writers share family histories through story.  They will explore the use of 
character and setting in these stories.  They will draw on their own short timeline in their family to create their personal timeline of life and stories to share 
orally and in writing with the class. 
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Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas 
 

Essential Questions 
 

With prompting and support: 
Answer key questions about key 

details in a text. CCKRL1 
Identify characters, settings, and 

major events in a story. CCKRL3 
Compare and contrast the 

adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 
CCKRL9 

Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and 
understanding.  CCKRL10. 

Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts. 
CCKL6 
Add drawings or other visual displays 

to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail. CCKSL5 

Speak audibly and express thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas clearly.  CCKSL6 

Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to narrate a 
single event or several loosely 
linked events, tell about the events 
in the order in which they 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. CC1RL1 

Describe characters, settings, and 
major events in a story using key 
details. CC1RL3 

Compare and contrast the adventures 
and experiences of characters in 
stories. CC1RL9 

With prompting and support read 
prose and poetry of appropriate 
complexity for grade 1. CC1RL10. 

Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading 
and being read to, and responding 
to texts including using frequently 
occurring conjunctions to signal 
simple relationships.  CC1L6 

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions as appropriate to 
clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings.  CC1SL5 

Produce complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation.    
CC1SL6 

Write narratives in which they recount 
two or more appropriately 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for grammar 
that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences and 
the feedback from teachers and 
peers. 
Characters, setting and events        
comprise a story.   
Stories can be compared by 

studying the characters, 
settings and events in different 
stories.  

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How do authors use setting, events, 
and characters to develop a story?  

How are characters, settings, and 
events different in other family 
history stories?  

What are different ways that I can 
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occurred, and provide a reaction to 
what happened. CCKW3 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CCKW6 

With guidance and support from 
adults focus on a topic, respond 
to questions and suggestions 
from peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
CCKW5 

sequenced events, include some 
details regarding what happened, 
use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide some 
sense of closure.CC1W3 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CC1W6 

With guidance and support from 
adults focus on a topic, respond 
to questions and suggestions 
from peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
CC1W5 

 

I can use drawings and displays 
such as dioramas to convey and 
clarify ideas from a story.  

I can share ideas and opinions 
about my writing and the 
writing of others.  

I can share my own stories about 
my family and my life using 
some of the strategies of the 
writers that I have read. 

Writers know that Personal 
Narratives contain characters (the 
central character will be the 
author), a plot (two or more events 
occur in a sequence of time), and 
setting. 
 

share about stories or share my 
own stories?  

How do I share my opinions about a 
book or another peer’s work in a 
respectful way? 

What are my family’s stories or my 
own experiences that I can write or 
tell to others?   

How do descriptions and details help 
others learn about me?  
 
 
 
 

Formative Assessment 
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations and anecdotal records of children using Montessori 

materials and other word study lessons  
• Running records 
• Yopp Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation 
• Words Their Way Spelling Assessments.  
• Writing Samples  
• Writing portfolio 

Observations of children using speaking and listening skills in morning meetings 
and collaborative group times 

Summative Assessment  
• Children will write pieces about specific events in their life or family 

traditions related to those events.   These may include informative 
pieces about a family tradition or a personal narrative about an 
event related to a family tradition.  Children’s work will be evaluated 
with the appropriate DDOE ELA rubric.   

• Children will write opinion piece about books they read using details 
from the text to support and justify their ideas. Work will be 
evaluated with the DDOE ELA rubric.   

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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Unit One/ Year Two: Families, Friends, and Communities                      K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Children will use the familiar concept of families and friends in literature to compare and contrast with their own families and friendships in school and the 
community.  Through stories from various cultures, children will learn about families on the focus continent study of Africa. Children will explore story and 
poetry as a part of this unit focusing on the early concepts of print; letters make words, words make sentences and that stories have a beginning, middle, and 
end.  They will use these understandings in their own attempts at writing about their families and friends.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Ask and answer questions about 
unknown words in a text. 
CCKRL4 

Identify the front cover, back cover 
and the title page of a book. 
CCKRI5)  

Sort common objects into categories 
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a 
sense of the concepts the   
categories represent. CCKL5a 

Identify real-life connections 
between words and their use 
(e.g., note places at school that 
are colorful). CCKL5c 

With prompting and support, name 
the author and illustrator of a 
story and define the role of each 

Identify words and phrases in 
stories or poems that suggest 
feelings or appeal to the 
senses.  CC1RL4 

Sort words into categories (e.g., 
colors, clothing) to gain a sense 
of the concepts the categories 
represent. CC1L5a 

Define words by category and by 
one or more key attributes (e.g., 
a duck is a bird that swims; a 
tiger is a large cat with stripes). 
CC1L5b 

Identify real-life connections 
between words and their use 
(e.g., note places at home that 
are cozy). CC1L5c 

Letters form words and I can use the 
sounds of the letters to figure out 
the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from reading.  
Writers communicate and express 

ideas and stories through print.  
There are conventions for grammar 

that help people understand what 
I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills grow 
through our experiences and the 

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 
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in telling the story. CCKRL6 
Identify the front cover, back cover, 

and title page of a book. CCKRI5 
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions (e.g., listening to others 
and taking turns speaking about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). CCKSL1a 

Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Use a complete writing process 
(combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing) to compose 
multiple pieces of writing.  CCKW1 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of books by a favorite 
author and express opinions about 
them). CCKW7 

Identify words and phrases in stories 
or poems that suggest feelings 
or appeal to the senses. CC1RL4 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., listening to 
others with care, speaking one 
at a time about the topics and 
texts under discussion). 
CC1SL1a 

Ask and answer questions about 
what a speaker says in order to 
gather additional information 
or clarify something that is not 
understood. CC1SL3 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speakingCC1L1 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.  CC1L2 

Use a complete writing process to 
compose multiple pieces of 
writing.  CC1W1 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects CC1W7 

feedback from teachers and peers. 
People use stories and poetry to 

explain their traditions and to 
understand the natural world 
around them.   

Stories from other countries and 
cultures can help me to 
understand how life in those 
places is similar and different from 
my own.   

We can use writing and speech to 
compare ourselves to others in the 
world.   

Readers can learn about different 
cultures (people and places) 
through a variety of texts. 

Patterns help beginning readers 
understand what they read. 

Reading and writing about our 
experiences expands our 
understanding of the world, its 
people, and oneself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How do stories and poetry help 
people share their culture?  

What am I learning from reading and 
other sources of information that 
help me better understand how 
other people live?  

How do I use writing and speech to 
show my understanding of my 
own culture and compare it to 
others?   

How can I learn about different 
cultures through multiple texts?  

Want patterns are found in a text to 
help one become a better reader?  

What are the benefits of writing about 
your experiences? 
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Formative Assessments: 
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations and anecdotal records of children using Montessori 

materials and other word study lessons  
• Running records 
• Yopp Singer test of Phoneme Segmentation 
• Words Their Way Spelling Assessments.  
• Writing Samples  
• Writing portfolio 
• Observations of children using speaking and listening skills in morning 

meetings and collaborative group times 

Summative Assessments:  
• Children will compose personal narratives of events with their own 

family and friends.  Writing will be evaluated with the DDOE narrative 
rubric.   

• Children will create posters, dioramas, and other products to 
demonstrate their understanding that families on the focus content of 
Africa are similar and different from them.   

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative Assessments.  
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used 

to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.    

Unit Two / Year Two: Animals, Animals  
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Building on the ideas being studied in the cultural unit, children will explore animals in literature and poetry text with a special emphasis on the animals of Africa 
and Australia.  They will develop their understanding of the differences between poetry and fictional text as forms of literature.  Using the concept of activating 
prior knowledge, they will consider what they know about various animals prior to reading and what they have learned after reading. They will use their 
knowledge of animals to write poems about a specific animal.     
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 
 

Reading – Students Will:  
With prompting and support, ask 

and answer questions about key 
details in a text. CCKRL1 

With prompting and support, retell 
familiar stories, including key 

Reading – Students Will:  
Ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text. CC1RL1 
Retell stories, including key ideas, and 

demonstrate understanding of 
their central message or lesson.  

 Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-44 

details. CCKRL2 
Ask and answer questions about 

unknown words in a text. CCKRL4 
With prompting and support, name the 

author and illustrator of a story and 
define the role of teach in telling 
the story. CCKRL6 

Sort common objects into categories 
(e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense 
of the concepts the   categories 
represent. CCKL5a 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., note 
places at school that are colorful). 
CCKL5c 

Speaking and Listening – Students 
Will:  

Collaborative conversations about 
kindergarten topics and texts with 
diverse partners, peers and adults, 
in small and large groups. CCKSL1 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., listening to others 
and taking turns speaking about the 
topics and texts under discussion). 
CCKSL1a 

Writing – Students Will:  
Use a combination of drawing, 

dictating, and writing to compose 
narratives, such as memoirs, in 
which students narrate a single 
event or several loosely related 

CC1RL2. 
Identify words and phrases in stories 

or poems that suggest feelings or 
appeal to the senses. CC1RL4 

Identify who is telling the story at 
various points in a text. CC1RL6 

Sort words into categories (e.g., 
colors, clothing) to gain a sense of 
the concepts the categories 
represent. CC1L5a 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (note places 
at home that are cozy) CC1L5c 

Speaking and Listening – Students 
Will:  

Collaborative conversations about first 
grade topics and texts with diverse 
partners, peers and adults, in 
small and large groups. CC1SL1 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., listening to others 
with care, speaking one at a time 
about the topics and texts under 
discussion). CC1SL1a 

Writing – Students Will: 
Write narratives, such as memoirs, in 
which students:  

Recount two or more 
appropriately sequenced 
events. 

Include some details regarding 
what happened. 

make sense 
I can learn new words from 

reading.  
Writers communicate and express 

ideas and stories through print.  
There are conventions for grammar 

that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from 
teachers and peers. 

Poetry employs a variety of 
techniques to enhance 
effectiveness. 

I can use my prior knowledge to 
help me better understand a 
topic.  

Writers share information that they 
have learned from texts 
through their writing. 

Writers support their points of view 
with reasons, facts, and details. 

 
 
 
 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How is poetry different from other 
types of literature? 

How can activating prior knowledge 
enhance my comprehension?  

How can I share the information that 
        have learned through my writing?  
How do writers use evidence from text 

to strengthen their message in a 
poem? 
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events. Tell about the events in the 
order in which they occurred. 
Provide a reaction to what 
happened.  (CCKW3) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers and add 
details to strengthen writing as 
needed. CCKW5 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of books by a favorite 
author and express opinions about 
them). CCKW7 

Use temporal words to signal 
event order. 

Provide some sense of closure.  
(CC1W3) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, focus on a topic, respond 
to questions and suggestions from 
peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
CC1W5 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of "how-to" books on a given 
topic and use them to write a 
sequence of instructions). CC1W7 

Formative Assessment  
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
• Specific Observations include: 

Summative Assessment 
• Children will compose individual and/or group KWL charts about the 

various animals from Africa and Australia they learned about. 
• Children will compose poems about specific animals they learned 

about.  Writing will be evaluated with the DDOE narrative rubric.   
• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 

Assessments. 
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 

used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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o Did child contribute to story about a class event? 
o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 

• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level acting out poems with 
their peers.  

 
Unit Three / Year Two: People explore the Earth 
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description: Students meet various explorers of Africa and Australia through informational and fictional stories.  Children focus on sequencing of events 
and cause and effect in the stories about explorers.  They learn to identify new vocabulary and to use the context of the text to assist with understanding.  They 
use their growing knowledge of writing to explore writing an informational piece or a story based piece about an explorer or their own explorations.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading – Students Will:  
 Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on K 
reading and content CCKRL4 

Identify new meanings for familiar 
words and apply them accurately 
(eq. duck is a bird and the verb 
to duck) CCKRL4a 

Demonstrate understanding of 
frequently occurring verbs and 
adjectives by relating them to 
their opposites. CCKRL4b 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., note 

Reading - Students Will:  
Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on 
reading and content CC1RL4 

Use sentence-level context as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC1RL4a 

Define words by category and by 
one or more key attributes 
(duck is a bird that swims) 
CC1L5b 

Identify real-life connections between 
words and their use (e.g., note 
places at home that are cozy). 

 Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for grammar 
that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

 How do I use the letters and sounds 
to read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  
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places at school that are colorful). 
CCKL5c 

With prompting and support: 
• Ask and answer questions 

about key details in a text. 
CCKRI1 

• identify the main topic and 
retell key details of a text. 
CCKRI2 

• Recognize common types of 
texts (e.g., storybooks, poems). 
CCKRL5 

Speaking and Listening – Students 
Will:   

Confirm understanding of a text read 
aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions 
about key details and requesting 
clarification if something is not 
understood. CCKSL2 

Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Use a complete writing process 

(combination of drawing, dictating, 
and writing) to compose multiple 
pieces of writing.  CCKW1 

Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 

CC1L5c 
Ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text. CC1RI1       
Identify the main topic and key details 

of a text. CC1RI2 
Explain major differences between 

books that tell stories and books 
that give information, drawing on 
a wide reading of a range of text 
types. CC1RL5 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC1SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what 
a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 
CC1SL3 

Writing – Students Will: 
Use a complete writing process to 

compose multiple pieces of 
writing.  CC1W1 

Write informative and explanatory 
texts, such as literary nonfiction or 
a picture book, in which students 
name a topic, supply some facts 
about the topic. and provide some 
sense of closure.  (CC1W2)  

With guidance and support from 

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers. 

I know the importance of the 
sequence of actions in stories. 

I know how cause and effect in a 
story relates to the sequence of 
events.  

Reading and writing new 
vocabulary can increase my 
understanding of a text. 

Writers need to choose their 
words/language with care, 
depending on the content, 
purpose, and audience. 

There are many reasons to write, 
including writing-to-learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 
writing-to persuade, and writing 
for authentic purposes and 
audiences. 

Writing is the process of 
     communicating in print for a 

variety of audiences and 
purposes. 

 
 
 
 

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How can the sequence of events help 
me as a reader? 

How can the sequence of events help 
me as a writer?  

How can the sequence of events 
impact cause and effect in a story?  

Why is it important to learn new 
vocabulary words? 

What impact does context have on 
word meaning? 

What is the purpose of my writing?  
How do good writers express 

themselves? 
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Informative and explanatory texts 
in which students name what they 
are writing about and supply some 
information about the topic.  
(CCKW2) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer a 
question. CCKW8 

 
 

adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer 
a question. CCKW8 

Formative Assessment 
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 

Summative Assessment  
• Children will create a timeline of important events from an 

explorer’s life. They will Include new and relevant vocabulary words 
in their timeline as well. 

• Children will compose an informational writing piece or a story 
based piece about an explorer or their own explorations. They will 
include details from their timeline in their writing pieces.  Writing 
will be evaluated with the DDOE narrative rubric.   

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments. 

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 
information with others.  

 
Unit Four / Year Two: Weather/ Weather  
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Children explore the use of weather in literature and its influence on setting and events in a story.  They enjoy poetry related to weather focusing on the use of 
rhythm and rhyme as a way to help the reader “feel” the weather.  Children use informational text to gather ideas for the integrated cultural unit on Weather 
and earth systems using this information to complete projects and demonstrations.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing: 
Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for 
writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but 
separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading- Students Will: 
With prompting and support, 

• identify characters, settings, 
and major events in a story. 
CCKRL3 

• describe the connection 
between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. CCKRI3 

• describe the relationship 
between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear. 
CCKRL7 

• describe the relationship 

Reading- Students Will:  
 Describe characters, settings and 

major events in a story, using 
key details. CC1RL3 

Describe the connection between 
two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a 
text. CC1RI3 

Use illustrations and details in a story 
to describe its characters, setting, 
or events.  CC1RL7 

Use the illustrations and details in a 
text to describe its key ideas. 
CC1RI7 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for grammar 
that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
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between illustrations and the 
text in which they appear. 
CCKRI7 

Use the most frequently occurring 
inflections and affixes as a clue to 
the meaning of an unknown word. 
CCKL4b 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Confirm understanding of a text read 

aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions 
about key details and requesting 
clarification if something is not 
understood. CCKSL2 

Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail. CCKSL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Use a complete writing process 

(combination of drawing, dictating, 
and writing) to compose multiple 
pieces of writing.  CCKW1 

Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
Informative and explanatory texts 
in which students name what they 
are writing about and supply some 

Know and use various text features to 
locate key facts or information in a 
text. CC1RI5 

Use frequently occurring affixes as a 
clue to the meaning of a word 
CC1L4b 

Identify frequently occurring root 
words and their inflectional forms. 
CC1L4a 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC1SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what 
a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 
CC1SL3  

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions when appropriate 
to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings. CCKSL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Use a complete writing process to 

compose multiple pieces of 
writing.  CC1W1 

Write informative and explanatory 
texts, such as literary nonfiction or 
a picture book, in which students 
name a topic, supply some facts 

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers. 

Informational text provides facts 
about a topic. 

A topic such as weather can be 
something that is appreciated 
through narrative and poetry. 

Good researchers employ 
strategies to help them research 
information. 

Good researchers critically select 
information from a variety of 
sources. 

Rhythm and rhyme can aid in 
understanding and 
comprehending key details in 
poetry. 

 

clearly?  
How do I show others am listening to 

them? 
How do I show others that we 

understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How can informational texts help me 
learn about new topics?  

How can can narratives and poetry 
help me understand weather? 

How does a researcher know 
information is accurate? 

In what ways do researchers gather 
information? 

How can rhythm and rhyme help the 
reader “feel” what is being 
described in poetry? 
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information about the topic.  
(CCKW2) 

With guidance and support from 
adults, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers and add 
details to strengthen writing as 
needed. CCKW5 

about the topic. and provide some 
sense of closure.  (CC1W2)  

With guidance and support from 
adults, focus on a topic, respond 
to questions and suggestions from 
peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
CC1W5 

Formative Assessments  
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  
 

Summative Assessments 
• Children will create posters, dioramas, and other products to 

demonstrate their understanding of weather and earth systems. 
• Children will use their information gathered from informational texts 

in their creations to portray their understanding of weather and 
earth systems. They will incorporate the use of rhyme and rhythm to 
help the viewer “feel” the weather concept they are reporting on. 

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments. 

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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Unit Five/ Year Two: Energy/ Energy  
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
Unit Description:  
Through fictional and informational text, children explore the forms of energy – wind, solar, etc.  Using comparing and contrasting skills, students learn 
the similarities and differences between these various kinds of energy.  Children will explore their own use of energy and the ways that energy is used on 
the focus continents of Africa and Australia creating posters and technological presentations about the ways that they use energy in the school, 
classroom, and at home.  Emphasizing cause and effect, this unit focuses on helping children identify the various cause/effect relationships found in 
informational text.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori 
Lessons to address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by 
classroom based assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions/ 
Assessments 
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Reading- Students Will:  
With prompting and support, 
        describe the relationship 

between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear. 
CCKRL7 

 compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 
CCRL9 

 identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts 
on eh same topic. CCKRI9 

Name the author and illustrator of a 
text and define the role of each 
in presenting the ideas or 
information in a text. CCKRI6 

Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and 
understanding.  
CCKRL10./CCKRI10 
(Informational text) 

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
verbs describing the same 
general action (ie march, walk) 
by acting out the meanings. 
CCKL5d 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Confirm understanding of a text read 

aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by 
asking and answering questions 

Reading- Students Will:  
Use illustrations and details in a story 

to describe its characters, setting, 
or events. CC1RL7 

Compare and contrast the adventures 
and experiences of characters in 
stories. CC1RL9 

Identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on 
the same topic. CC1RI9 

Distinguish between information 
provided by pictures or other 
illustrations and information 
provided by the words in a text. 
CC1RL6 

With prompting and support, read 
prose and poetry of appropriate 
complexity for grade 1. CC1RL10. 
CC1RI10 (Informational text)  

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
verbs differing in manner (look, 
peek, etc.) and adjectives differing 
in intensity (large, gigantic) by 
defining or choosing them or by 
acting out the meanings.  CC1L5d 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will: 

Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC1SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they are 
reading makes sense and use fix-
up strategies when it doesn’t 
make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for grammar 
that help people understand 
what I am saying or writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers. 

Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make 
connections 

(text to text, text to word, text to 
self) to make text personally 
relevant and useful. 

I can use my own experiences to 
make a connection to another 
person. 

Through cause and effect I can 
learn how my actions/habits 
impact the world around me. 

How do I use the letters and sounds to 
read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that I 
can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening to 
them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How do readers construct 
        meaning from text? 
How can I become an effective 

communicator? 
What happens when I make good 

choices?  
What happens when I make unwise 

choices?   
Why use technology for 
         presentations?  
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about key details and requesting 
clarification if something is not 
understood. CCKSL2 

Ask and answer questions in order to 
seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not 
understood. CCKSL3 

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail. CCKSL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Use a combination of drawing, 

dictating, and writing to 
compose opinion pieces in which 
they tell a reader the topic or 
the name of the book they are 
writing about and state an 
opinion or preference about the 
topic or book. CCKW1 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CCKW6 

 

a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify 
something that is not understood. 
CC1SL3  

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions when appropriate 
to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings. CCKSL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or name the 
book they are writing about, state 
and opinion, supply a reason for 
the opinion, and provide some 
sense of closure. CC1W1 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CC1W6 

 

Technological presentations are 
used to reflect my knowledge 
and understanding of a topic.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative Assessments 
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 

Summative Assessments  
• Children will create posters and technological presentations about 

the ways that they use energy in the school, classroom, and at 
home. 

• Children will create Venn diagrams to compare and contrast the 
various forms of energy. They will include details from their Venn 
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records.   
• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 

reading lessons and structure.  
• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 

using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  
 

diagrams in their posters and technological presentations.  
• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 

Assessments. 
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 

used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   

 
 
 

Unit Six/ Year Two: Discoveries  
K/1 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description: Building on the concept of exploration from earlier in the year, children will explore the concept of discovery through fictional literature.  
Students will focus on characters and their discoveries about themselves.  They will explore authors and their discoveries about themselves as writers.  Children 
will reflect on their own discoveries about themselves as readers and writers.    
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   
 

Standards Alignment K Standards Alignment 1st Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions/ 
Assessments 
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Reading - Students Will: 
With prompting and support: 

Answer key questions about key 
details in a text. CCKRL1 

Identify characters, settings, and 
major events in a story. 
CCKRL3 

Compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 
CCKRL9 

Actively engage in group reading 
activities with purpose and 
understanding.  CCKRL10. 

Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to 
texts. CCKL6 
Speaking and Listening- Students 

Will:  
Add drawings or other visual displays 

to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail. CCKSL5 

Speak audibly and express thoughts, 
feelings, and ideas clearly.  
CCKSL6 

Writing - Students Will: 
Use a combination of drawing, 

dictating, and writing to 
compose opinion pieces in 
which they tell a reader the 

Reading - Students Will: 
Ask and answer questions about key 

details in a text. CC1RL1 
Describe characters, settings, and 

major events in a story using key 
details. CC1RL3 

Compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in stories. CC1RL9 

With prompting and support read 
prose and poetry of appropriate 
complexity for grade 1. CC1RL10. 

Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading 
and being read to, and 
responding to texts including 
using frequently occurring 
conjunctions to signal simple 
relationships.  CC1L6 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Add drawings or other visual displays 
to descriptions as appropriate to 
clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings.  CC1SL5 

Produce complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and 
situation.    CC1SL6 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or name the 

Letters form words and I can use 
the sounds of the letters to 
figure out the words.  

Readers stop to see if what they 
are reading makes sense and 
use fix-up strategies when it 
doesn’t make sense 

I can learn new words from 
reading.  

Writers communicate and express 
ideas and stories through print.  

There are conventions for 
grammar that help people 
understand what I am saying or 
writing.   

Good listening and speaking skills 
help us understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from 
teachers and peers. 

An author’s word choice and style 
are characteristics of voice, 
which helps to personalize the 
message. 

Authors develop characters with 
vivid description to help the 
reader imagine the character. 

Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make 
connections (text to text, text 

How do I use the letters and sounds 
to read words on a page?  

What do I do when my reading does 
not make sense? 

What new words did I learn today? 
Where do ideas for writing come 

from? 
How can I use pictures and words 

together to communicate my 
ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing come 
from?  

Am I using grammar correctly so that 
I can communicate my ideas 
clearly?  

How do I show others am listening 
to them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked? 

How do people communicate 
effectively? 

How do writers describe characters 
to capture a reader’s 
imagination? 

What do the actions and dialogue 
from a character tell me about 
what that character is like? 

How do good writers express 
themselves? 

Why is it important to reflect on our 
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topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and 
state an opinion or preference 
about the topic or book. 
CCKW1 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CCKW6 

With guidance and support from 
adults focus on a topic, 
respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and 
add details to strengthen 
writing as needed. CCKW5 

 

book they are writing about, 
state and opinion, supply a 
reason for the opinion, and 
provide some sense of closure. 
CC1W1 

With guidance and support from 
adults, explore a variety of 
digital tools to produce and 
publish writing including in 
collaboration with peers.  
CC1W6 

With guidance and support from 
adults focus on a topic, 
respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and 
add details to strengthen 
writing as needed. CC1W5 

 
 
 
 

to word, text to self) to make 
text personally relevant and 

     useful. 
Reflecting on our learning helps 

us create goals for growth. 
Readers develop a deeper 

understanding through 
reflection of text. 
Authors make intentional choices 

that are designed to produce a 
desired effect on the reader. 

Authors use text features to help 
     readers identify the purpose of 

the text and help readers make 
     meaning from the text. 
 
 
 

work?  
How do readers reflect and 

respond? 
What is the relationship between 

speaker and listener? 
How can I form meaning from a 

text?  
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Formative Assessments 

• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child using 
the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and understanding of 
reading, writing, language, and structure of concept associated with the 
specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  

Summative Assessments  

• Children will create use Venn Diagrams to compare and contrast 
fictional characters and their discoveries about themselves.  

• Students will use these diagrams to draw, write, and share about 
how characters are alike and different from each other and from 
themselves.  

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments 

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs. 
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Reading Foundational Skills and Language Conventions 

Kindergarten Pacing Guide 

The following charts support teachers at SMS to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate Montessori materials, Word Study and 
Guided Reading Lessons, and Writing Workshops lessons to develop foundational skills in reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is 
based on the guide “Reading Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, 
(2012).    

Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom 
within which to place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated and personalized instruction across the multi-age classroom.  These 
lessons are embedded across the year in the integrated units which follow as appropriate for the child’s reading level.   

Concepts of Print:  To be successful readers, children must understand that spoken words can be represented in print.  This includes understanding the 
concept of a letters and words, that letters from words, and that words are combined to form sentences.  They need to understand that reading moves from 
left to right and generally we read from the top of the page to the bottom.  Last, they need to understand that words elaborate on and enhance the meaning 
of illustrations.  Many children will enter the K/1 classroom with a solid understanding of concepts of print and others will need to have more direct 
instruction depending on their stage of development.   
Standards  
• Follow words from left to right, top to 

bottom (return sweep), and page by 
page. CCKRF1a 

• Recognize that spoken words are 
represented in written language by 
specific sequences of letters (i.e. print is 
used to construct meaning). CCKRF1b 

• Understand that words are separated 
by spaces in print. CCKRF1c 

Big Ideas  
Letters combine to make words.   
Words combine to make sentences.   
Reading progresses from left to right 
and returns to the left with each 
sentence.   

Essential Questions  
What makes a word?  
What makes a sentence?  
How do words and sentences combine 
to make meaning?   

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children 
during shared reading, 
Words Their Way Lessons, 
shared writing activities, 
silent reading times, and 
using Montessori materials 
during classroom work 
periods.   
 
Summative Assessments  
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• Recognize and name all upper- and 
lowercase letters of the alphabet.  
CCKRF1d 
 

Concepts About Print, 
Second Edition (Clay, 2012)  
Developmental Reading 
Assessment, 2nd Edition   
 

Stage 1 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn 
to:  

Identify and track single-
syllable printed words in 
short sentences; identify 
examples of word, 
sentence, and letter on a 
printed page (RF.K.1a,b,c) 
Match letters to 
templates; match 
manipulative upper-and 
lowercase letters, and 
point to letters that the 
teacher names (RF.K.1d) 

Listen for word length; 
identify longer and 
shorter words in print 
Using a printed alphabet 
template, match plastic 
or wooden letters to the 
model and name them in 
sequence. (RF.K1d) 
Identify capital letter, 
period, and specific 
printed words on 
sentence strips. (RF.K1b). 

Listen and point to 
(track) printed words 
from left to right, top 
to bottom, and page by 
page as text is read 
aloud. (RF.K.1a) 
Identify features of a 
book  (title page, 
author, illustrator, left 
to right, and top to 
bottom arrangement of 
print) (RF.K.1a) 
Independently match 
upper-and lowercase 
letters while naming 
them. (RF.K.1d) 

Increase fluency in 
naming randomly 
ordered upper-and 
lowercase letters to 
benchmark level. 
(RF.K.1d) 

Increase fluency in 
accurately naming 
randomly ordered upper 
and lowercase letters. 
(RF.K.1d)  

N/A 
 

Phonological Awareness:  Phonological awareness is an important precursor to later reading. It involves the ability to hear and manipulate sounds as syllables, 
onsets and rimes and phonemes.   Many kindergarteners will enter the multi-age K/1 with many understandings of phonological awareness.  Others will need 
more structured lessons and opportunities to practice the skills of phonological awareness.  Early screening tools will help teachers to determine each child’s 
stage of development and to appropriately target instruction in these skills.   
Standards 
• Recognize and produce rhyming words. 

CCKRF2a 

Big Ideas 
Words are made of syllables that 
can be broken apart and 
reconstructed.   

Essential Questions  
How will my understanding of sounds 
help me to read words?   

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
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• Count, pronounce, blend, and segment 
syllables in spoken words.  CCKRF2b 

• Blend and segment onsets and rhymes 
of single-syllable spoken words. CCKRF2c 

• Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial 
vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in 
three phoneme (consonant-vowel-
consonant, or CVC) words.* (This does 
not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or 
/x/.) CCKRF2d 

• Add or substitute individual sounds 
(phonemes) in simple, one-syllable 
words to make new words. CCKRF2e 

Words are made of sounds that 
can be segmented and blended 
back together.  
We can break the sounds in words 
apart.  This will help later when we 
read words.   

lessons and d during classroom 
work periods.   
Yopp Singer Test of 
Phonological Awareness 
 
Summative Assessments 
DIBELS 
Phonological Awareness 
Inventories    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn 
to:  

Listen to and participate in 
recitation of nursery 
rhymes, rhyming books, 
finger plays, songs, and 
poems. (RF.K.2a) 
Listen for Specific words 
embedded in rhymes or 
stories. (RF.K.2a) 

Orally identify rhyming 
words and understand 
that rhymes have the 
same last rime (RF.K.2a,c) 
Count, segment, and 
delete parts of 
compound words and 
words with two and 
three syllables. (RF.K.2b) 
Identify the 
distinguishing features of 
voiced and voiceless 
consonant phonemes; 
orally produce individual 

Recite familiar rhymes 
and poems; play with 
alliteration; create 
words with sound 
substitutions. (RF.K.2a)  
Orally segment, delete, 
and substitute syllables 
in compound words 
and multi-syllable 
words. (RF.K.2b) 
Explore the way related 
groups of phonemes 
are pronounced. 
(RF.K.2d)  

Blend and segment 
onsets and rhymes 
of single-syllable 
spoken words. 
CCKRF2c 

Isolate and pronounce 
the initial, medial 
vowel, and final 
sounds 
(phonemes) in 
three phoneme 
(consonant-vowel-
consonant, or CVC) 
words.* (This does 

Delete and substitute 
initial sounds and final 
sounds in spoken words; 
segment one-syllable 
words with three to four 
phonemes using sound 
boxes.  Isolate and 
pronounce the vowel 
sound.  (RF.K.2d) 
 
Identify and recite the 
long vowel sounds; 
learn a long vowel song 

Blend Four-phoneme 
words orally, 
including words with 
the most transparent 
consonant blends (-
st, -lk,-ft) (RF.K.2c) 
 
Classify phonemes as 
consonants (closed 
sounds) and vowel 
sounds (open 
phonemes), and 
syllables as closed 
(ending in a 
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consonant phonemes 
after correct teacher 
modeling.  (RF.K.2d) 
With teacher modeling 
and a picture or gestural 
cue from a key word, 
pronounce the short 
vowel sounds and the 
long vowel sounds orally 
without print. (RF.K.2d)  

Blend onsets and 
rimes; orally match the 
first phonemes in 
spoken words; delete 
an initial phoneme 
from a word; substitute 
an initial phoneme.  
Attend to short vowel-
sound placement in the 
mouth.  Identify 
whether the short 
vowel sounds in spoken 
words are the same or 
different. (RF.K.2d)  
Orally blend two or 
three phonemes into 
simple words and 
segment two to three 
phoneme words by 
moving tokens into 
sound boxes while 
phonemes are being 
pronounced. (RF.K.2d)  
Add or substitute 
individual 
sounds(phonemes) in 
simple, one-syllable 
words to make new 
words.  RF.K.2.e 

not include CVCs 
ending with /l/, /r/, 
or /x/.) CCKRF2d 

Add or substitute 
individual sounds 
(phonemes) in 
simple, one-
syllable words to 
make new words. 
CCKRF2e 

or rhyme for mnemonic 
support. (RF.K.2d)  

consonant) or open 
(ending in a long 
vowel).  
 
Make new 
consonant-vowel-
consonant (CVC) 
words by substituting 
an initial phoneme, 
medial vowel, or final 
phoneme (RF.K.2e)   
Match spoken single-
syllable words by the 
medial vowel sounds 
of English. (FR.K.2d) 

Phonics and Word Recognition: Understanding phonics and recognizing high frequency words allows for children to recognize written words quickly and 
correctly, enhancing their opportunity to focus on meaning.  Readers move through stages of phonetic understanding and instruction needs to be specific to 
the stage of development.  Teacher at SMS will use various assessment tools to determine which stage of development children are in and to provide specific 
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word study lessons in the context of Montessori and Guided Reading lessons.   
Standards  
• Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-

to-one letter-sound correspondences 
by producing the primary or the most 
frequent sound for each consonant. 
CCKRF3a 

• Associate the long and short sounds 
with common spellings (graphemes) for 
the five major vowels. CCKRF3b 

• Read common high-frequency words by 
sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, 
are, do, does). CCKRF3c 

• Distinguish between similarly spelled 
words by identifying the sounds of the 
letters that differ. RF.K.3.d 

Big Ideas  
There are some common patterns 
that influence the sounds letters 
make in words.   
We have to memorize some 
words.  
 

Essential Questions  
 How can I recognize the patterns in 
words and use them to help me read a 
word?  
What are words that I need to memorize 
because they do not have a pattern and 
I read them often?   

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period 
of the three-period lesson: 
Moveable Alphabet 
Phonetic Word Building 
activities 
Sandpaper Letters  
Words to Pictures Cards 
Sentences to Pictures Cards 
Puzzle Words 
Command Cads 
Word Study Activities 
Phonetic word/picture 
matching activities  
Intro to reading with 
phonogram activities  
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
shared reading, Words Their 
Way Lessons, shared writing 
activities, silent reading times, 
and using Montessori materials 
during classroom work periods. 
Running Records during guided 
reading.    
Get It! Got it! Go!  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading 
Assessment, 2nd Edition   
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Words Their Way Spelling 
Inventories 
DIBELS  
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn 
to:  

With the teacher leading, 
recite and alphabet song 
that includes the letter 
name, and a key word 
(picture or gesture) and 
sound associated with 
each letter. (RF.K. 3a,b) 
 

Say the letter that 
represents a sound. 
Given a sound-symbol 
card, say the keywords 
and consonant and vowel 
phonemes that are 
represented with two 
letters and three letters 
(RF.K.3a,b)  

Say the alphabet song 
and a short vowel song 
or rhyme, with minimal 
teacher prompting.  
(RF.K.3a,b) 
Demonstrate accuracy 
and fluency in sound – 
key word- symbol 
association for most 
consonants and short 
vowels. (RF.K.3a,b) 
Identify the letters c 
and k as both 
representing /k/; c and 

Using manipulative 
cards, blend initial 
letter –sounds /f/, /l/, 
/m/, /n/, /r/, /s/, final 
sounds /d/, /g/, /p/, 
/t/, and short vowels 
/a/, /i/, /o/ into VC  
and CVC combinations. 
(RF.K.3a,b)  
Read up to ten of the 
most common words 
by sight, using multi-
sensory or 

Build simple short vowel 
(closed) syllables with 
letter sounds used 
previously, plus vowels 
/ŭ/ and /ĕ/, and 
consonant grapheme 
cards including b, sh, h, 
j, c, k, ck, v, w, (as in 
wet), z (as in fox), y (as 
in yes), z, ch, th, qu, and 
wh. RF.K. 3a.b) 
Read up to twenty of 
the most common 
words by sight. (RF.K.3c) 

Increase fluency and 
accuracy in reading 
any CVC syllable that 
uses the letter-sound 
correspondences 
practiced earlier. 
(RF.K.3a,b) 
Read twenty-five or 
more of the most 
common words by 
sight. (RF.K.3c) 
 
Recognize some 
common words with 
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s as both representing 
/s/; qu as a team that 
represents /kw/; and 
final x as the symbol for 
/ks/ (RF.K.3a,b) 
Read common words 
such as I, the, a. 
(RF.K.3c) 

manipulative props as 
necessary. (RF.K.3c). 

Recognize the change of 
meaning when plural –s 
is added to a noun.  
(RF.K.3d) 
Read long vowel (open) 
syllables he, she, we, so, 
no, hi, my. (RF.K.3c.d)  

the VCe (vowel-
consonant-silent “e”) 
long vowel spelling 
pattern (like, ate, 
home, cute).  
(RF.K.3a,b,d) 
 
 

Fluency – Fluency is the ability of the reader to recognize words in text quickly enough to derive meaning.  SMS teachers will use leveled guided reading 
materials for children to practice reading materials as matched to their Development Reading Assessment.   
Standards  
• Read emergent-reader texts with 

purpose and understanding. CCKRF4 
 

Big Ideas  
I can use my understanding of 
words and sounds to read and 
understand text.   

Essential Questions  
 What do I do when the words don’t 
make sense?  
How can I use the pictures to help me 
read words?  
How can I use the letter sounds to help 
me figure out a word?   
 

Formative Assessments 
Running Records  
Timed Readings  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading 
Assessment, 2nd Edition   
Words Their Way Spelling 
Inventories 
DIBELS  
 

Stage 1 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn 
to:  

N/A N/A Recognize a few 
familiar words as 
wholes. (RF.K.4) 

After previewing, read 
simple, decodable texts 
with words and sound-
symbol 
correspondences that 
have been taught. 
(RF.K.4)  

After previewing, read 
simple, decodable texts 
with words and sound-
symbol 
correspondences that 
have been taught. 
(RF.K.4) 

After previewing, 
read simple, 
decodable texts with 
words and sound-
symbol 
correspondences 
that have been 
taught. (RF.K.4) 

Writing Conventions, Handwriting and Spelling   
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Standards  
• Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 

CCKL1a 
• Use the most frequently occurring 

prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, 
off, for, of, by, with). CCKL1e 

• Produce and expand complete sentences 
in shared language activities. CCKL1f  

• Capitalize the first word in a sentence 
and the pronoun I. CCKL2a 

• Recognize and name end punctuation. 
CCKL2b 

• Write a letter or letters for most 
consonant and short-vowel sounds 
(phonemes). CCKL2c 

• Spell simple words phonetically, drawing 
on knowledge of sound-letter 
relationships. CCKL2d   

Big Ideas  
There are certain rules 
(punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling) that everyone follows 
when writing that helps people to 
read and understand my writing.   
I can use what I know about letter 
sounds to help me write words.   

Essential Questions  
What are the rules that I need to use 
that will help people read my writing?  
How can I stretch out words so that I 
hear the letter sounds that will help me 
spell the word?  

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period 
of the three-period lesson: 
Movable Alphabet 
Grammar Boxes 
Grammar Symbols and 
Activities 
Sentence Analysis Charts and 
Boxes 
Sentence Construction 
Materials 
Materials for irregular verbs 
Materials for verb forms 
Materials for conjugation of 
verbs.  
 
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
shared reading, Words Their 
Way Lessons, shared writing 
activities, silent reading times, 
and using Montessori materials 
during classroom work periods. 
 
Portfolios of writing samples  
 
Summative Assessments  
Words Their Way Spelling 
Inventories 
Classroom writing samples 
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Stage 1 

Students will learn to:   
Stage 2 

Students will learn to:   
Stage 3 

Students will learn to:   
Stage 4 

Students will learn to:   
Stage 5 

Students will learn to:   
Stage 6 

Students will learn 
to:  

Demonstrate pencil grip 
and posture for writing; 
trace, copy, and write 
lines, circles with large 
motor and small motor 
control. (LK.1a)  

Copy and write first 
name; write circle letters 
(a, c, o, d, g, q) within 
lines. (LK.1a)  

Form letters that are 
made with a downward 
line first; 
b,f,h,i,j,k,l,m,n.p,r,t,u. 
(L.K.1a) 
Directed writing: write 
letters for sounds given 
by the teacher; write 
high-frequency words I, 
the, a. (L.K.2c) 
Attempt phonetic 
spellings of unknown 
words; copy and/or 
complete words in 
simple printed 
sentences. (L.K.2d) 

Form letters with 
horizontal lines and 
diagonals: e,s,v,w,x,y,z. 
(L.K.1a) 
 
Write consonant 
letters including 
digaraphs th, ch, wh, 
sh, when the sounds 
are dictated.  Write 
CVC words to dictation; 
write simple sentences 
using CVC words and 
five to ten of the 
highest-frequency 
words in written text. 
(RF.K.2d, L.K.1f, L.K.2a, 
L.K.2c)  

Write short, dictated 
sentences with a capital 
letter and end 
punctuation, using a 
word wall or other 
reference for high-
frequency irregular 
words. (L.K.2a,b) 
 
Create short sentences 
with known words; 
attempt spellings of 
unknown/unusual 
words. (L.K.2c,d)  

Using learned words 
and sound-symbol 
associations, 
formulate and 
transcribe several 
sentences that tell a 
narrative sequence 
or that describe an 
object, event, or 
activity. (WK3, L.K1, 
L.K2)  
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First Grade Pacing Guide 
The following pacing guide allows teachers at SMS to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate Montessori materials, Word Study and Guided 
Reading Lessons, and Writing Workshops lessons to develop foundational skills in reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is based on the guide 
“Reading Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).    
Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom within which to 
place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated and personalized instruction across the multi-age classroom.  These lessons are embedded across the 
year in the integrated units which follow as appropriate for the child’s reading level.   
Concepts of Print:  To be successful readers, children must understand that spoken words can be represented in print.  This includes understanding the 
concept of a letters and words, that letters from words, and that words are combined to form sentences.  They need to understand that reading moves from 
left to right and generally we read from the top of the page to the bottom.  Last, they need to understand that words elaborate on and enhance the meaning 
of illustrations.  Many children will enter the K/1 classroom with a solid understanding of concepts of print and others will need to have more direct 
instruction depending on their stage of development.   
Standards  
• Demonstrate understanding of the 

organization and basic features of 
print. CCIRFI 
 

• Recognize the distinguishing 
features of a sentence (e.g., first 
word, capitalization, ending 
punctuation). CC1RF1a 

 

Big Ideas  
Sentences have punctuation that 
helps me to understand the 
meaning.   
I can read sentences with different 
intonations depending on the 
punctuation used by the writer.   

Essential Questions  
What meanings do various symbols of 
punctuation convey when used by writer?  
How do the ways writers use punctuation 
change the way I understand what I read?     

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
shared reading, Words Their Way 
Lessons, shared writing activities, 
silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Summative Assessments  
Concepts About Print, Second 
Edition (Clay, 2012)  
Developmental Reading 
Assessment, 2nd Edition   

Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

On a printed page, 
identify examples of 
first and last letters 
in a word, first and 
last words on a 

Pause and adapt 
phrasing in response to 
periods at the ends of 
sentences. (RF.1.1a) 

While orally reading 
beginning text notice and 
respond to all end 
punctuation by adjusting 
vocal intonation (RF.1.1a)  

While orally reading 
beginner text, adjust 
intonation and phrasing 
in response to all 
punctuation used at 

N/A N/A 
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page, and first and 
last words in a 
sentence. (RF.1.1a) 
Track print from left 
to right and top to 
bottom as the 
teacher reads the 
words aloud. 
(RF.1.1a) 
On a printed page, 
point to capital 
letters and end 
punctuation in 
sentences, and 
match periods, 
question marks, and 
exclamation points 
to sentence types. 
(RF.1.1a)  

first grade level. 
(RF.1.1)  

Phonological Awareness:  Phonological awareness is an important precursor to later reading. It involves the ability to hear and manipulate sounds as syllables, 
onsets and rimes and phonemes.   Many kindergarteners will enter the multi-age K/1 with many understandings of phonological awareness.  Others will need 
more structured lessons and opportunities to practice the skills of phonological awareness.  Early screening tools will help teachers to determine each child’s 
stage of development and to appropriately target instruction in these skills.   
Standards 
• Demonstrate understanding of 

spoken words, syllables, and 
sounds (phonemes). CC1RF2 

• Distinguish long from short vowel 
sounds in spoken single-syllable 
words CC1RF2a 

• Orally produce single-syllable 
words by blending sounds 

Big Ideas 
Words are made of syllables that 
can be broken apart and 
reconstructed.   
Words are made of sounds that 
can be segmented and blended 
back together.  

Essential Questions  
How will my understanding of sounds help 
me to read words?  
How will my understanding of syllables 
help me to read words?   

Assessments  
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
lessons and d during classroom 
work periods.   
Summative Assessments 
DIBELS 
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(phonemes), including consonant 
blends.CC1RF2b 

• Isolate and pronounce initial, 
medial vowel, and final sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken single-
syllable words. CC1RF2c 

• Segment spoken single-syllable 
words into their complete 
sequence of individual sounds 
(phonemes). CC1RF2d 

We can break the sounds in words 
apart.  This will help later when we 
read words.   

Phonological Awareness 
Inventories    

Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

Orally segment, 
delete, and 
substitute syllables 
in multi-syllable 
words.  (RF.1.2a)  
Listen for two or 
three widely 
contrasting vowel 
sounds in a series of 
spoken words; 
isolate and repeat a 
target sound when it 
is heard (RF.1.2a)  
Say the short vowel 
sounds in order of 
placement in the 
mouth and match a 
word to another 
with the same short 

Orally blend the first 
part of a word with a 
final consonant. 
(RF.1.2b) 
Substitute and initial or 
final consonant in a 
word and blend it into a 
new word. (RF.1.2b)  

Within the context of a 
simple story, blend two – 
and three- phoneme 
words, without consonant 
blends, that have been 
orally segmented. 
(RF.1.2b) 
Given a two-or three 
phoneme word, segment 
and pronounce the 
sounds in sequence. 
(RF.1.2d)   

After segmenting a 
word, isolate and 
pronounce the first, 
second, third, or fourth 
phoneme. (RF.1.2c)  
Given a word with up to 
four phonemes, 
segment and 
pronounce the sounds 
in sequence. (RF.1.2d) 

Using sound-spelling 
cards for reference, 
match any isolated 
phoneme with its 
sound-spelling card. 
(R.F.1.2c)  
Given a word with up 
to five phonemes, 
segment and 
pronounce the 
sounds in sequence. 
(RF.1.2d)  

Demonstrate phoneme 
segmentation fluency and 
accuracy with any one-
syllable word. (RF.1.2d)  
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vowel sound. 
(RF.1.2a)  
Phonics and Word Recognition: Understanding phonics and recognizing high frequency words allows for children to recognize written words quickly and 
correctly, enhancing their opportunity to focus on meaning.  Readers move through stages of phonetic understanding and instruction needs to be specific to 
the stage of development.  Teacher at SMS will use various assessment tools to determine which stage of development children are in and to provide specific 
word study lessons in the context of Montessori and Guided Reading lessons.   
Standards  
• Know the spelling-sound 

correspondences for common 
consonant digraphs. CC1RF3a 

• Decode regularly spelled one-
syllable words. CC1RF3b 

• Know final -e and common vowel 
team conventions for representing 
long vowel sounds. CC1RF3c 

• Use knowledge that every syllable 
must have a vowel sound to 
determine the number of syllables 
in a printed word CC1RF3d 

• Decode two-syllable words 
following basic patterns by 
breaking the words into syllables. 
CC1RF3e 

• Read words with inflectional 
endings. CC1RF3f 

• Recognize and read grade-
appropriate irregularly spelled 
words. CC1RF3g 

Big Ideas  
There are some common patterns 
that influence the sounds letters 
make in words.   
We have to memorize some 
words.  
 I can use my understanding of 
letter sounds to read words.   
 

Essential Questions  
How can I recognize the patterns in words 
and use them to help me read a word?  
What are words that I need to memorize 
because they do not have a pattern and I 
read them often?   
 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of 
the three-period lesson: 
Moveable Alphabet 
Phonetic Word Building activities 
Sandpaper Letters  
Words to Pictures Cards 
Sentences to Pictures Cards 
Puzzle Words 
Command Cads 
Word Study Activities 
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
shared reading, Words Their Way 
Lessons, shared writing activities, 
silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading 
Assessment, 2nd Edition   
Words Their Way Spelling 
Inventories 
DIBELS  
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Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

With reference to 
sound-spelling cards 
containing a 
keyword and major 
spellings for each 
sound, learn sound-
spellings 
associations by 
means of a 
see/hear/say/ and 
write sequence: /m/, 
/ă/, t/, /h/, /p/, /n/, 
/k/ spelled c, 
/d,/,/s/,/ĭ/,/b/. 
(RF.1.3a,b,c) 
Blend and read 
simple words 
containing the 
taught sound-
spellings, in isolation 
and in connected 
text. (RF.1.3a,b,c) 
Using a tracing, oral-
spelling and visual 
imagery routine 
learn approximately 
three to five 
common irregular 

Learn sound-spelling 
associations by means 
of a see/hear/say/ and 
write sequence:/r/, /f/, 
/g/, /ŏ/, ks/, spelled x, 
/ar/, k/ spelled –
ck,/ŭ/,/z/, /l/, /ĕ/ 
spelled e and ea, /y/, 
/w/, /hw, spelled wh,/ 
er/spelled ir, ur, or, er. 
(RF.1.3a,b,c)  
Blend and read simple 
words containing the 
taught sound-spellings, 
in isolation and in 
connected text. 
(RF.1.3a,b,c) 
Read regular plural 
nouns formed with “s” 
and pronounced /s/ or 
/z/ and explain the 
meaning of the plural. 
(RF.1.3g) 

Learn sound-spelling 
associations by means of 
a see/hear/say/ and write 
sequence: /sh/ spelled sh, 
/th/, /ch/, /k/ spelled k, 
/ā/ spelled a and a_e, /j/ 
spelled j and –dge, /j/ 
spelled ge, gi, /ī/ spelled i, 
i_e, /s/ spelled ce, ci,  
Learn sound-spelling 
associations by means of 
a see/hear/say/ and write 
sequence: ō/ spelled o, 
o_e, /z/ spelled s, /v/, /ū/ 
spelled u, u_e,/ ē/ spelled 
e, e_e, /ē/ spelled ee, ea, 
/kw/ spelled qu, long 
vowels + r, /ē/ spelled y, 
_ie_, /ā/ spelled ai, ay, /ī 
/spelled igh, /ī/ spelled y, 
ie, /ng/ spelled _ng 
(RF.1.3a,b,c)  
Apply associations to 
blending and reading 
simple words in isolation 
and in connected text. 
(RF.1.3a,b,c) 

Learn sound-spelling 
associations by means 
of a see/hear/say/write 
sequence: /ō/ spelled 
oe, /ō/ spelled ow, /ō/ 
spelled oa, /ū/ spelled 
ew or ue, /ow/ spelled 
ow, /ow/ spelled ou, 
/aw/ spelled aw or au, 
/ū/ spelled oo, ue, u_e, 
u, orew, /oo/ spelled 
oo, /n/ spelled kn, /oi/ 
spelled oi or oy. 
RF.1.3a,b,c)  
 
Apply sound-symbol 
associations to blending 
and reading simple 
words in isolation and 
in connected text. 
(RF.1.3a,b,c)  
Identify the vowels in 
words with two simple 
closed syllables before 
sounding out the 
words. (RF.1.3e)  
Read comparative 
adjective forms with –
er and –est and 

Learn sound-symbol 
associations for /r/ 
spelled wr and /f/ 
spelled ph. 
(RF.1.3a,b,c) 
Apply associations to 
blending and reading 
simple words in 
isolation and in 
connected text. 
(RF.1.3a,b,c)  
Count the vowels in 
words with two 
open, closed, vowel-
r, or VCe syllables 
before sounding out 
the words. (RF1.3f)  
Apply word- reading 
skills out of context 
and in the context of 
connected text. 
(RF.1.3f)  
Identify the base 
word and ending in 
inflected forms with 
no orthographic 
change in the base 
word. (RF.1.3g)  
 

Read two-syllable words 
with learned syllable 
patterns and compound 
words with recognizable 
base words by first 
identifying the vowel in each 
syllable, and then decoding 
the words. (RF.1.3f) 
Apply word-reading skills 
out of context and in the 
context of connected text. 
(RF.1.3f) 
Identify learned inflectional 
word forms in connected 
text, reading them with 
accuracy and fluency. 
(RF.1.3g)  



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-73 

new words per 
week. (RF.1.3g)   

Read plural nouns with –s 
and –es and verbs with –
ing. (RF.1.3g) 

illustrate the effect on 
meaning. (RF.1.3g) 
Read verbs with –ed 
and illustrate or explain 
the meaning of the past 
tense. (RF1.3g)  

Fluency – Fluency is the ability of the reader to recognize words in text quickly enough to derive meaning.  SMS teachers will use leveled guided reading 
materials for children to practice reading materials as matched to their Development Reading Assessment.   
Standards  
• Read grade level texts with 

purpose and understanding. 
CC1RF4 

• Read on-level text with 
purpose and 
understanding. CC1RF4a 

• Read on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive 
readings. CC1RF4b 

• Use context to confirm or 
self-correct word recognition 
and understanding, rereading 
as necessary. CC1RF4c 
 

Big Ideas  
I can use my understanding of 
words and sounds to read and 
understand text.   

Essential Questions  
 What do I do when the words don’t make 
sense?  
How can I use the pictures to help me read 
words?  
How can I use the letter sounds to help me 
figure out a word? 
What strategies can I use to “fix” my 
reading when it does not make sense?     
 

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
shared reading, Words Their Way 
Lessons, shared writing activities, 
silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading 
Assessment, 2nd Edition   
Words Their Way Spelling 
Inventories 
DIBELS  

Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

Discriminate 
between sense and 
nonsense, and 
expect that printed 
words 9if accurately 

After teacher or partner 
modeling, reread 
phrases and sentences 
to improve phrasing 

By mid-year, read twenty 
to thirty words correctly 
per minute in 
unrehearsed grade level 
text with 96% accuracy or 

With text at the 
instructional level (90-
95% accuracy), reread 
to improve accuracy, 

Read aloud familiar 
text to a peer partner 
or adult so that the 
listener will 

By year’s end, read fifty to 
sixty words correct per 
minute in unrehearsed 
grade level text with 97% 
accuracy or better and 
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read) will generally 
make sense. 
(RF.1.4c) 

and intonation. 
(RF.1.4a,b,c)  

better , and demonstrate 
comprehension through 
retelling. (RF.1.4a) 
Given printed phrases or 
phrase markers, reread a 
familiar passage, 
adjusting intonation and 
expression to convey 
meaning (RF.1,4b)  
On encountering an 
unknown word, the 
reader a) looks carefully 
at the letter sequence, b) 
sounds out the word, and 
c) checks the sense within 
the whole sentence or 
passage.  If it does not 
make sense, he or she 
rereads or asks for 
assistance. (RF.1.4c)  

phrasing, and 
intonation. (RF.1.4a,b,c) 
On encountering an 
unknown word, the 
reader a) looks carefully 
at the letter sequence, 
b) sounds out the word, 
and c) checks the sense 
within the whole 
sentence or passage.  If 
it does not make sense, 
he or she rereads or 
asks for assistance. 
(RF.1.4c)  
 

comprehend the 
text. (RF.1.4a,b,c)  
On encountering an 
unknown word, the 
reader a) looks 
carefully at the letter 
sequence, b) sounds 
out the word, and c) 
checks the sense 
within the whole 
sentence or passage.  
If it does not make 
sense, he or she 
rereads or asks for 
assistance. (RF.1.4c)  
 

demonstrate 
comprehension through 
retelling. (RF1.4a)  
Read aloud familiar text to a 
peer partner or adult so that 
the listener will comprehend 
the text. (RF.1.4a,b,c)  
On encountering an 
unknown word, the reader 
a) looks carefully at the 
letter sequence, b) sounds 
out the word, and c) checks 
the sense within the whole 
sentence or passage.  If it 
does not make sense, he or 
she rereads or asks for 
assistance. (RF.1.4c)  

Writing and Speaking Conventions:  Children will understand that writing and speaking have certain conventions that allow us to convey meaning to those 
who listen to us or are reading our writing.  SMS teachers will assess children’s use of speaking and writing conventions and monitor their progress in the 
context of the integrated instruction units embedding specific lessons depending on what the children demonstrates that they understand about conventions 
and what they are confusing.   
Writing and Speaking Conventions:  
• Print all upper- and lowercase 

letters. CC1L1a 
• Use common, proper, and 

possessive nouns. CC1L1b 
• Use singular and plural nouns 

with matching verbs in basic 
sentences. CC1L1c 

Big Ideas  
There are certain rules 
(punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling) that everyone follows 
when writing that helps people to 
read and understand my writing.   
I can use what I know about letter 
sounds to help me write words.   

Essential Questions  
What are the rules that I need to use that 
will help people read my writing or 
understand what I am saying?  
How can I stretch out words so that I hear 
the letter sounds that will help me spell 
the word?  

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of 
the three-period lesson: 
Movable Alphabet 
Grammar Boxes 
Grammar Symbols and Activities 
Sentence Analysis Charts and 
Boxes 



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-75 

• Use personal, possessive, and 
indefinite pronouns (e..g. I, me, 
my, they, them, their, anyone, 
everything) CC1L1d 

• Use verbs to convey a sense of 
past, present, and future (e.g. 
Yesterday I waked, today I walk, 
Tomorrow I will walk) CC1L1e 

• Use frequently occurring 
adjectives. CC1L1f 

• Use frequently occurring 
conjunctions. CC1L1g 

• Use determiners (e.g. articles, 
demonstratives) CC1L1h  

• Use frequently occurring 
prepositions (e.g., during, 
beyond, toward). CC1L1i 

• Produce and expand complete 
simple and compound 
declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, and exclamatory 
sentences in response to 
prompts. CC1L1j 

When Writing:  
• Capitalize dates and names of 

people. CC1L2a 
•   Use end punctuation for 

sentences. CC1L2b 
• Use commas in dates and to 

separate single words in a series.  
CC1L2c 

There are rules that we follow 
about word order that help people 
to understand what I am saying or 
writing.   
There are words the help to 
describe things and actions.   
There are words that can help me 
combine ideas when speaking or 
writing.  
Nouns and verbs relate to each 
other to convey meaning in a 
sentence.   

How can I use adjectives and adverbs to 
help a reader or listener better visualize 
what I am writing or saying?  
How can I use conjunctions to combine 
ideas to better express my ideas when 
writing and speaking?  
How do questions, exclamations and 
statements convey different ideas when I 
am writing and speaking?   

Sentence Construction Materials 
Materials for irregular verbs 
Materials for verb forms 
Materials for conjugation of 
verbs.  
 
Formative Assessments 
Third Period of Montessori 
Lessons is designed as an 
opportunity for observation and 
assessment of a student’s 
understanding of the materials 
and concepts. 
Anecdotal recordings of 
observations of children during 
Words Their Way Lessons, using 
Montessori Materials, shared 
writing activities, and classroom 
work periods.   
Portfolios of writing samples  
Anecdotal observations of 
children in classroom 
conversations and discussions 
with peers, with teachers, in 
group discussions and individua 
discussions.   
Summative Assessments  
Words Their Way Spelling 
Inventories 
Classroom writing samples 
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•   Use conventional spelling for 
words with common spelling 
patterns and for frequently 
occurring irregular words. CC1L2d 

•   Spell untaught words 
phonetically, drawing on 
phonemic awareness and spelling 
conventions. CC1L2e 

 

Oral presentations of projects 
embedded in interdisciplinary 
instructional units.   

Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:    

Stage 2 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

Form the upper-and 
lower-case versions 
of the letters m, a, t, 
h, p, n, c, d, s, I, b; 
spell one-syllable 
words with those 
letters and twenty of 
the most often used 
words in writing. 
(L.1.1a, L.1.2d)  
In writing and 
speaking complete 
sentences in which 
one part of the 
“who” is doing/did 
what” “to whom or 
what” is missing. 
(L.1.i,j)  
When writing or 
speaking, identify, 

Form the upper- and 
lowercase versions of 
the letters r,f,g,o,x,k,u, 
z, l, e, y, w,; spell one-
syllable words with 
sound-spellings that 
have been taught. 
(L.1.1a, L.1.2d,e) 
Change written or oral 
statements into 
questions and questions 
into statements, with 
end punctuation. 
(L.1.1j, L.1.2b)  
Use personal 
possessives and 
pronouns correctly in 
daily writing and 
speaking. CC1L1d 

Recall and write all the 
alphabet letters with 
accuracy. (L.1.1a) 
Spell one-syllable words 
with sound-spellings that 
have been taught. 
(L.1.2d,e) 
Orally and in writing 
elaborate “bare bones” 
sentences by describing 
the subject and saying 
more about the predicate. 
(L.1.1j)  
Write and orally produce 
several sentences telling 
events in a narrative 
sequence. (L.1.1j, W.1.3)  
Use verbs correctly to 
convey a sense of time 

Spell accurately and in 
context sixty to seventy 
of the most often used 
words in writing. 
(L.1.2d) 
Write and say 
sentences with 
compound subjects and 
compound predicates. 
(L.1.1j)  
Given a topic, write or 
say several sentences 
that tell about the same 
thing. (L.1.1j, W.1.2)  
Use simple and 
compound sentences in 
writing.  CC1L1j. 
 
Use conjunctions to 
create compound 

Spell one-syllable 
words with 
inflections in 
structured context. 
(L.1.2c) 
Use simple and 
compound sentences 
in writing and 
speaking, varying the 
position of adverbial 
phrases. (L.1.1j)  
 
Capitalize dates and 
names of people. 
L.1.2a 

Use end punctuation 
for sentences. L.1.2b 
 

Spell accurately and in 
context 100 of the most 
often used words in writing. 
(L.1.2d) 
 
Spell one-syllable, regular 
pattern words with long and 
short vowels. (L.1.2d,e) 
 
Recognize the difference 
between topic sentences 
and details. (W.1.2)  
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then generate, 
words or phrases 
that answer the 
questions who, 
what, where, when, 
or how. (L.1.1J) 
Use singular and 
plural nouns 
correctly when 
speaking or writing. 
CC1l1c 

when speaking or writing. 
CC1L1e.  

sentences when 
speaking and writing.  
CC1L1g.   
 
 
 

Use commas in dates 
and to separate 
single words in a 
series. L.1.2c 
 
Use adjectives as 
descriptors in writing 
and speaking CC1L1f.  
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2nd and 3rd grades (Ages 7-9) 
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ELA Overview 
 

Children often enter the 7-9-year-old or 2/3 classroom refining their skills as a controlled word reader.  Having mastered the letter sound 
connections the younger children are often refining their ability to “chunk” sounds and word parts to increase their ability to efficiently recognize 
words.  Children continue to focus on using monitoring and self-correcting strategies with ease.  These skills provide the foundation for the 
development of the automaticity which is the goal of the older children in the classroom.   Following current brain-based learning research, the 
curriculum emphasizes the connection of the hand to learning.  Instead of worksheets, the Montessori shelves have a variety of materials that 
involve the child moving objects and letters to explore how words parts combine to make new words. Moveable grammar materials support 
children as they develop and understanding of syntax the structure of language.  The 8-9-year-old is typically using the skills of self-monitoring and 
self-correcting for meaning, chunking word parts to read unfamiliar words, and is developing speed and automaticity in their reading.  For all 
children in the 7-9 classroom, there is an emphasis on the development of comprehension strategies both in literature and informational text.  
Within the Montessori Language curriculum reading, writing, speaking, and listening are approached as simultaneously developing activities within 
the context of classroom projects, group work, and morning meeting experiences.  Children use their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills 
to gather and organize information to communicate their ideas opinions and new understandings to others.   
 
The literacy development of the 8-9-year-old spans two developmental stages.  Children often enter this time period as controlled word readers 
and move to the stage of automatic reader in the 2/3 classroom.   The multi-age classrooms allow teachers to flexibly group for instruction to best 
meet the needs of each child.  Through the use of classroom based assessment tools and knowledge of these developmental stages, SMS teachers 
finely tailor instruction and the classroom environment to support the individual learner.  The SMS scope and sequence aligns the appropriate 
standards to these stages within the context of units that extend the learning from the integrated cultural studies. The Common Core Standards 
relating to the foundational skills continue to provide a guide for the controlled word reader.  There is a pacing guide as a part of the Scope and 
Sequence to assist teachers in further individualizing instruction.   
 
The following pages provide resources to the 2/3 multi-age Montessori Teachers: 
 

• 2/3Unit Summaries Year 1and 2 
• Instructional Strategies appropriate for age group 
• Primary Instructional Resources for the 2/3 teacher 
• Text Characteristics for leveled books appropriate for age group. 
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• Assessment tools and guidelines 
• Scope and Sequence Year 1  
• Scope and Sequence Year 2  
• Pacing Guide for Foundational Reading Skills and Writing Conventions 
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 Table 1 – ELA 7-9 Year Olds (Grades 2 and 3) Unit Summaries – Each unit is approximately 6 weeks 
Year 1 – What does it Mean to be Human? Year 2 – How Does that World Work? 
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Unit 1 –People as Citizens 
In this until, students will explore the concept of good citizenship 
through literature and informational text.  Focusing on the foundational 
skills they will develop their understanding of word parts and their 
impact on word meaning.  They will explore the craft and structure of 
both informational and literary text with a special emphasis on the point 
of view of the citizens they read about.  Small group literature circles, 
read aloud and collaborative group work provide opportunities to 
develop speaking and listening skills.  Children will write opinion pieces 
about what it means to be a good citizen and prepare group 
presentations on the topic.   
 

Unit 1 – Exploring Nature   
The integrated studies will be focusing on ecosystems and biomes in this 
first study of the school year. A particular focus will be given to the 
biomes in Africa.  In the Language Arts, children will explore two units 
related to this study.  In the Exploring Nature unit, children will read and 
have read to them texts related to various ecosystems.  Using graphic 
organizers, they will compare and contrast the different ecosystems 
studied.  They will choose one ecosystem to focus on writing 
informational and explanatory texts, preparing oral presentations, and 
using technology to communicate with others about the regions studied.   

Unit 2 – Leaders in our World     
Building on the idea of citizenship, students will move to exploring 
citizens as leaders either of the United States or Europe (the focus 
continent for this year).  They will read (or have read to them) and 
discuss biographies exploring how the leaders studied overcame 
challenges and displayed the characteristics of good citizenship and the 
attributes of leadership.  They will develop an understanding of 
biography as a literary genre.  Children will compare and contrast two of 
the leaders studied siting interesting biographical details.  Children will 
continue to write opinion pieces about how various leaders 
demonstrated the attributes of good leadership.     

Unit 2 – Our Relationship with Nature     
Building on the study of ecosystems, children will explore through the 
genre of poetry and other literary forms man’s connection with nature.  
Children will explore the use of language, visualization, and form in 
poetry.   They will continue to explore the relationship of man with nature 
through fictional and informational text.  They will explore how authors 
play with and use words to create visual images in the reader’s mind 
extending this play to their own attempts at writing poetry.  A special 
focus will be given to the use of poem and rhythm in African cultures.  
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Unit 3 – Trading and sharing 
Cultures have many ways of meeting their wants through trading, 
sharing, and conserving resources.  Children will explore the concept of 
trade in literature and informational text.  Working in guided reading 
and writing groups, they will continue to master the age appropriate 
foundational skills for reading and writing.  They will use various forms 

Unit 3 – Making Choices   
Students will be studying economic concepts of human wants and how 
people make choices about using resources to satisfy their wants in the 
integrated cultural studies.  In the Language Arts children will read literary 
and informational texts that explore choices characters or real people 
have had to make, how they made those choices, and the outcomes.  
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of technology to show visually and in writing how various countries in 
Europe and the world trade to get what they need.   

Children will compare and contrast several books about characters 
making economic choices.  They will use informational texts compare and 
contrast how different cultures make economic decisions.  Children will 
write narratives of real or imagined experiences when economic choices 
had to be made.   

Unit 4 – Using Resources Responsibly 
As cultures meet their wants, they use the resources they available to 
them.  In this unit, children will use informational text to focus on one 
European country analyzing the resources available to them and the 
issues in using the resources responsibly.  Children will draw important 
details and information from several resources to write informative 
texts and/or technological projects to convey their understanding of the 
topic to others.    

Unit 4 – The Art of Persuasion   
Building on the concepts of choice, students will use literary and 
informational text related to economic concepts to extend their 
understanding to the development of their own business.  Reading stories 
about characters and biographies of entrepreneurs, children will develop 
their ability to integrate ideas and focus on key details.  The development 
of the class business provides many opportunities for writing and 
speaking as children work together focusing on persuasion, developing 
marketing plans, and advertising.     
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Unit 5 – Places we Live   
Continuing their study of Europe, children will focus on the concept of 
region and how those regions impact the way people live.  Using 
informational text and literary text, children will study a region of 
Europe as a class exploring the culture and geography of that region.  
With support, children will work collaboratively to choose a region to 
study reading, gathering, and organizing information to develop 
brochures about each region to share with others in the class or school.   
Through literature, children will explore how various cultures convey 
their culture through folktales.   

Unit 5 – Change  
The general context for this unit is a theme of change with an emphasis 
on the earth and earth’s systems.  Using their reading of both literary and 
informational text, children will explore the various impacts that 
geological change has had o the people.  They will explore the concepts of 
cause/effect in their reading and writing using graphics and timelines to 
document the impact of these changes on the people who live there. 

Unit 6 – Our Place in History 
 

Building on the earlier studies of people and regions, children will 
explore historical accounts of specific regions in Europe.  During read 
aloud, teachers will choose books fictional and non-fictional books of 
particular events in time.  Children will use the accumulated knowledge 
of these events to develop a timeline of the region.  Children will apply 
their understanding of timelines and historical events to their own 

Unit 6 – Connections Between People and Places    
Building on the Montessori cultural lessons, children will explore the 
concept of the connection between people and places.  Using technology 
and informational texts, children will explore how where people live 
effects their choices of what to do and how they live.    Using literary 
texts, children will explore how the story and characters are shaped by 
the setting of the story.   Children will explore how place has an impact on 
their own family comparing and contrasting the things they can do in their 
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family history creating a timeline and narratives of important events in 
their family to share with the class 

community with the things that children can do in Africa.   
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Instructional Strategies 2/3 
Instructional Strategies: In addition to the use of Montessori materials teachers at Sussex Montessori will use the following strategies for teaching 
reading, writing and speaking in the 2/3 classrooms.   

Read Aloud 
Read Alouds will be conducted with small multi-age groups (approximately 10 children).  Each book will be read repeatedly, at least three times in a given 
week following the model for interactive read aloud.   
Guided Reading 
Using the pre-assessments (DIBELS and the Developmental Reading Assessment) teachers will place children in appropriate guided reading groups and books 
that support their demonstrative reading development and that they can read with 90% accuracy.  Teachers will use: 

• Guided Reading: Good First Teaching for All Children, by Fountas and Pinnell to develop appropriate guided reading lessons for each group.   
Word Study 
Using the pre-assessments, teachers will group children along the Foundational Skills Pacing Guide.  It is expected that these groups will coincide with the 
Guided Reading groupings.  Word study will focus on word parts and their meanings, vocabulary development, word sorts, etc.  
 Teachers will use:   

• Montessori albums and lessons on word study.  
• Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, Johnston and 
• Word Matters, Teaching Phonics and Spelling in the Reading/Writing Classroom, Fountas and Pinnell 

Interactive Writing 
This is a shared writing activity in which the teacher works with no more than 10 children in flexible groupings to model the act of writing and to share the 
writing responsibility with children.  This technique will be used as appropriate with younger children in the classroom.  At times the groups will be of mixed 
ability and at other times teachers will want to focus on a specific skill with a group of children.  Teachers will use: 

• Interactive Writing; How Language & Literacy Come Together, K-2, McCarrier, Pinnell, and Fountas as a resource for these lessons.  
Writing Workshop  
Writing Workshop is a daily routine in the Montessori Classroom.  Teacher’s will use: 

• Units of Study for Primary Writing by Lucy Calkins 
• Launching a Writing Workshop 
• 6+1 Traits of Writing, Ruth Culham 

Responsive Classroom 
Daily morning meetings using the Responsive Classroom Model will provide an opportunity for children to watch the teacher model and to learn and practice 
the skills of listening to others, demonstrating to others that you are listening and responding appropriately.   
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Specific Instructional Strategies for the Lower Elementary 2/3 Classroom Include (but are not limited to): 
 

• Montessori Word Study Lessons (Montessori Training Albums) 
focused on chunking and word parts.   

• Interactive Read Aloud and Literature Discussion 
• Reader’s Theatre  
• Repeated Readings 
• Echo Reading 
• Question/ Answer Responses (QAR) 
• Writing about Reading 
• Writing Workshop (Caulkins/ 6 Traits Combination)  
• Montessori Grammar Lessons 
• Sentence Combining 
• Visualization  
• Literature Circles (2/3 classroom)  
• K/W/L Charts, prediction charts and Graphic Organizers.  

 

• Oral, Visual and Technological Communication 
• Word Study – focusing on letter sounds, word families, blending in 

k/1 and chunking and word parts 2/3 
• Guided Reading with appropriate leveled books 
• Reciprocal teaching 
• Text Mapping 
• Paired Reading 
• Morning Meetings, interactive modeling and talk, collaborative 

problem solving 
• Literature discussions allowing children to express ideas clearly and 

practice skills of speaking and listening.  
• Think Alouds 
• Genre Studies –reading and writing 
• Author studies – reading and writing 

 
 

Primary Instructional Resources for the Lower Elementary 2/3 Classrooms 
 

Reading Writing Speaking/Listening 
• Montessori Materials: Word / object cards; 

Phonics/ language materials 
• Guided Reading: Good First Teaching for All 

Children, Fountas and Pinnell 
• Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3 – 6, 

• Montessori Language Album—Resources 
obtained through MACTE approved      
Montessori training courses Montessori 
Grammar Materials. 

• Writer’s Workshop lessons utilizing the Units of 

• Montessori Language Album—
Resources obtained through MACTE 
approved Montessori training courses 

• Speaking and listening for preschool 
through third grade by Lauren Resnick 
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Fountas and Pinnell 
• Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, 

Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, Bear, 
Invernizzi, Templeton, Johnston 

• Word Matters, Teaching Phonics and Spelling 
in the Reading/Writing Classroom, Fountas 
and Pinnell 

• Common Core Curriculum Maps (2012), Josey 
Bass,  Pacing Guide for Foundational Skills 

Study for Primary Writing by Lucy Calkins 
• Writer’s Workshop lessons utilizing the Units of 

Study for Teaching Writing, Grades 3 - 5 by Lucy 
Calkins 

• 6+1 Traits of Writing, Ruth Culham 

• Responsive Classroom Morning 
Message and other Shared Writing, 
Northeast Foundation for Children, 
Inc. 
 

  
 

 
Text Characteristics for 2/3 Readers  

 
Second Grade 

Characteristics of Guided Reading Levels J, K, L 
 

Later Controlled Word Recognition Books Leveled Books J, K, L 

Developed story line with little or no use of pattern. 
Plots often include a series of events. 
Simple historical fiction and biographies require no background knowledge. 
Literary language (more formal), some challenging vocabulary, dialogue. 
Illustrations on every page or two and provide less support. 
Double-spaced and does not always run to right margin. 
Divided into sections with page numbers and table of contents. 
Length is usually 20–75 pages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Grade 
Characteristics of Guided Reading Levels M, N, O 

 
Text may include vocabulary specific to genre or topic. 
Text in easy chapter books is often double spaced and does not always run to 

right margin. 
Books often contain page numbers, table of contents, and chapter numbers 

and/or titles. 
Nonfiction texts may include page numbers, table of contents, captions, 

chapter headings, and an index. 
Length is usually 60-100 pages. 
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Additional Resources for the SMS 2/3 Teachers 

 
Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading K-3, Fountas and Pinnell 

Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3 – 6, Fountas and Pinnell 

Mosaic of Thought: The Power of Comprehension Strategy Instruction, Oliver-Keene and Zimmermann 

The Café Book: Engaging All Students in Daily Literacy Assessment and Instruction, Boushey and Moser 

The Fluent Reader: Oral Reading Strategies for Building Word Recognition, Fluency and Comprehension, Rasinski 

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, Johnston 

Word Sorts and More: Sound, Pattern and Meaning Explorations K-3, Ganske 

Snapshots: Literacy Mini-lessons Up Close, Hoyt 

Explaining Reading, Duffy 

Mini Lessons for Literature Circles, Daniels and Steineke 

Book Title Resource:  http://www.fountasandpinnellleveledbooks.com/ 

Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction by Bear, Invernizzi, Tempelton, and Johnston 

6+1 Traits of Writing, Ruth Culham 

Books, Lessons, Ideas for Teaching the Six Traits, Vicki Spandel 

Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing, Sally Hampton, Sandra Murphy, Margaret Lowry 

Wondrous Words, Katie Wood Ray 
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Creating Writers Through 6-Trait Writing Assessment and Instruction, Vicki Spandel 

Creating Young Writers: Using the Six Traits to Enrich Writing Process in Primary Classrooms, Vicki Spandel 

Second Grade Writers, Stephanie Parsons 

Craft Lessons: Teaching Writing in K-8, Ralph Fletcher and Joann Portalupi 

Scaffolding Young Writers, Linda Dorn and Carla Soffos 

Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Graham, MacArthur, Fitzgerald 

National Writing Project at http://www.nwp.org/ 

ReadWriteThink at http://www.readwritethink.org  

Montessori language albums: Resources obtained through MACTE approved Montessori training courses 

Thinkfinty, lesson plans and interactives at http://www.thinkfinity.org/   

Responsive Classroom Resource Book Level 1 and 2, Northeast Foundation for Children, Inc. 

Responsive Classroom Morning Message and other Shared Writing, Northeast Foundation for Children, Inc. 

Responsive Classroom: Teaching Children to Care Classroom Management for Ethical and Academic Growth by Ruth Sidney Charney 

Responsive Classroom:  The First Six Weeks of School by Paula Denton and Roxann Kriete 

Speaking and listening for preschool through third grade by Lauren Resnic 

 

 

http://www.nwp.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.thinkfinity.org/
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ELA Assessment Second and Third Grade (7-9 Year Olds) 

The Curriculum Framework provides teachers with the goals for ELA at each age level.  The following charts outline the assessments that are 
embedded in the various units described above allowing teachers to monitor the goals for reading, writing and speaking and listening within these 
units.  The SMS teachers will have a wide variety of assessment tools and supportive training for their use.  This will allow them to meet each child’s 
individual instructional needs, to flexible group and regroup for instruction, and to monitor progress daily as well as on the routine assessment 
schedule.   
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Formative Assessments 

Formative Assessments provide ways for teachers to collect evidence of student learning and shape the instruction throughout the school year.  The following 
are the various tools that SMS teachers will use to gather information to inform instruction and evaluate progress in the English Language Arts.  

Second Grade 

Portfolios 
Reading Logs 
Running Records 
Retellings 
Anecdotal Records reflecting behaviors in Tables 2,3,4 
Writing Samples 
Curriculum Based Measurements – Tracking Fluency 
Think Alouds 
Interviews/Conferencing 
 
Each of the studies allows for a variety of formative assessments. The 
integrated projects teachers will design to focus on each area of study as 
described in Table 1 provide opportunities for teachers to strategically 
collect portfolio evidence of student progress against each of the ELA 
standards.   

A basis of the Montessori training is teacher observations.  Montessori 
teachers are trained to collect observational records of children document 
evidence of learning as related to each of the standards.  Teacher 
conferencing is an integral part of Montessori training providing 
opportunities for teachers to document what children use and confuse as a 
reader or writer.  Over time, these records provide rich evidence of 
children’s progress.   

Other Assessments  

Words their Way Spelling Assessments (Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, & 

Third Grade: 

Portfolios 
Reading Logs 
Running Records 
Retellings 
Anecdotal Records reflecting behaviors in Tables 2,3,4 
Writing Samples 
Curriculum Based Measurements – Tracking Fluency 
Think Alouds 
Interviews/ Conferencing 
 
Each of the studies allows for a variety of formative assessments.  The These 
integrated projects teachers will design to focus on each area of study as 
described in Table 1 provide opportunities for teachers to strategically collect 
portfolio evidence of student progress against the standards.  Tools such as 
Reading logs allow teachers to follow children’s progress against each of the 
ELA standards.   

A basis of the Montessori training is teacher observations.  Montessori teachers 
are trained to collect observational records of children document evidence of 
learning as related to each of the standards.  Teacher conferencing is an 
integral part of Montessori training providing opportunities for teachers to 
document what children use and confuse as a reader or writer.  Over time, 
these records provide rich evidence of children’s progress.   

Other Assessments 
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Johnston, 2000).  
Oral and Written Narrative Retellings ((Paris & Paris, 2003).  
Sight Word Lists.  
Running Records  
Genre specific rubrics for the International Reading Association and 

National Council of Teachers of English (www.readwritethink.org). 
Write Traits: 6-Trait Instruction and Assessment Rubrics (Spandel, ) 
Genre specific rubrics from Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing 

(Hampton, Murphy, Lowry, 2009) 
The Print Tool Evaluation and Remediation (Handwriting without Tears). 
Screener of Handwriting Proficiency (Handwriting without Tears) 
Speaking and Listening Rubric Grades K-6 (Reading/Language Arts 

Framework for California Public School) 
DDOE Rubrics 

Spelling Assessments (Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, & Johnston, 2000).  
Sight Word Lists  
Running Records  
Think Alouds (comprehension strategies)  (Wade, 1990).  
Oral and Written Narrative Retellings (Paris & Paris, 2003).  
Write Traits: 6-Trait Instruction and Assessment Rubrics 
Genre specific rubrics for the International Reading Association and National 

Council of Teachers of English (www.readwritethink.org). 
Genre specific rubrics from Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing 

(Hampton, Murphy, Lowry, 2009) 
The Print Tool Evaluation and Remediation (Handwriting without Tears). 
Screener of Handwriting Proficiency (Handwriting without Tears) 
Speaking and Listening Rubric Grades K-6 (Reading/Language Arts Framework 

for California Public School) 
DDOE Rubrics  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
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Language Arts Data Collection Timeline for Formal Summative Assessments 

Summative Assessments 

The following assessments are summative assessments that document children’s progress over longer periods of them.  They are administered at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the school year.   

DIBELS - Letter Naming Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word 
Fluency, Retell Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency (Kaminski, Good, 
Smith, & Dill, 2003).  

TROLL – (Dickinson, McCabe, & Spraque, 2003).  
Developmental Reading Assessment Text Levels and Word Analysis. 

(Beaver & Carter, 2003) 
Writing Samples 
Spelling Inventory 

DIBELS - Letter Naming Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word 
Fluency, Retell Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency (Kaminski, Good, Smith, & 
Dill, 2003).  

Developmental Reading Assessment Text Levels and Word Analysis. (Beaver & 
Carter, 2003) 

Writing Samples 
Spelling Inventory  

Grade Fall Winter Spring 

Second Dibels 
DRA  

Spelling Inventory 
Writing Assessment 

Dibels 
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 
 

Dibels 
DRA  

Spelling Inventory 
Writing Assessment 

Third Dibels 
DCAS 
DRA  

Spelling Inventory 
Writing Assessment 

Dibels 
DCAS 

Spelling Inventory 
Writing Assessment 

 

Dibels 
DCAS 
DRA  

Spelling Inventory 
Writing Assessment 
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SMS English/Language Arts Unit Summary Scope and Sequence – Second/ Third Grade (7-9 Year Olds) Units  

 

The following charts outline a scope and sequence for six units for the first year of the multi-age 7-9-year-old/ 2-3 grades cycle and six units of the 
second year.  The younger children in the 7-9 classroom will still be learning the Foundational Skills for Reading as outlined in the Common Core 
Standards.  Following the Scope and Sequence for the units, is a pacing guide for the Reading Foundations section of the Common Core Standards.   
The Pacing Guide is based on the guide “Reading Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: 
English Language Arts, (2012).   Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings 
across the multi-age classroom within which to place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated instruction across the multi-age classroom 
providing.  Teachers will provide small group guided reading and word study lessons, peer activities, and independent activities at each specific 
stage on the pacing chart allowing them to meet the individual needs of children within the context of the unit.   
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Unit One/ Year One: People as Citizens                                                 2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
In this until, students will explore the concept of good citizenship through literature and informational text.  Focusing on the foundational skills they will develop 
their understanding of word parts and their impact on word meaning.  They will explore the craft and structure of both informational and literary text with a 
special emphasis on the point of view of the citizens they read about.  Small group literature circles, read aloud and collaborative group work provide 
opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills.  Children will write opinion pieces about what it means to be a good citizen and prepare group 
presentations on the topic.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   
 
 
 

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading- Students Will:  
Describe how characters in a story 

respond to major events and 
challenges. CC2RL3 

Acknowledge differences in the points 
of view of characters, including by 
speaking in a different voice for 
each character when reading 
dialogue aloud. CC2RL6 

Describe the connection between a 
series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a 
text. CC2RI3 

Reading- Students Will:  
Describe characters in a story (e.g., 

their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the 
sequence of events. CC3RL3 

Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator or 
those of the characters. CC3RL6 

Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two or 
more individuals, events, ideas, 
or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text based 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them read 

unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide daily 
reading. 

The writing process helps writers get 
ideas organized and to produce a 
text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
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Use sentence-level context as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 
CC2L4.a 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions (e.g., gaining the floor 
in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts 
under discussion).  CC2SL1.a 

Ask for clarification and further 
explanation as needed about the 
topics and texts under discussion. 
CC2SL1.c 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces in which they      
introduce the topic or book they are 
writing about, state an opinion, supply 
reasons that support the opinion, use 
linking words (e.g., because, and, also) 
to connect opinion and reasons, and 
provide a concluding statement or 
section.  CC2W1 
With guidance and support from adults 
and peers, focus on a topic and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
revising and editing.  CC2W5 
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.CC2L1 
 

on specific information in the 
text. CC3RI3 

Use sentence-level context as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. CC3L4.a 

Speaking and Listening - Students 
Will: 

Come to discussions prepared, 
having read or studied required 
material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other 
information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under 
discussion.  CC3SL1.a 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the 
floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). CC3SL1.b 

  Ask questions to check 
understanding of information 
presented, stay on topic, and 
link their comments to the 
remarks of others. CC3SL1.c 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or book they 

and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, help 
readers and listeners understand 
what is being communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills grow 
through our experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers.   

Speaking conveys meaning. 
Effective communication demands 

clear, concise, coherent, and 
accurate writing and speaking 
skills. 

Readers have differing opinions 
       about the texts they read and 

support their opinions with 
evidence from the text. 

Our speaking and listening skills grow 
through multiple group work 
experiences. 

Writers need to choose their 
words/language with care, 
depending on the content, 
purpose, and audience. 

 
 
 
 

listening to them?  
How do I show others that we 

understand what is being said or 
asked?  

What do good speakers sound like? 
How do I know when I am 

communicating clearly? 
How can I become an effective 

communicator? 
How do writers express their opinions 

with evidence from the text?  
How can collaboration contribute to 

our success? 
What impact does context have on 
        word meaning? 
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are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply reasons that 
support the opinion, use linking 
words (e.g., because, and, also) 
to connect opinion and reasons, 
and provide a concluding 
statement or section.  CC2W1 

With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. 
CC3W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.CC3L1 

 
Formative Assessments: 

• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of 
children’s speaking and listening skills and reading skills 
documented with anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or 
in anecdotal records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily 
guided reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is 
the child using the materials appropriately? Do they 
demonstrate and understanding of reading, writing, 
language, and structure of concept associated with the 
specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 

Summative Assessments:  
• Children will compose opinion pieces about what it means to be a good citizen.  
• Using the information in their opinion pieces, children will work collaboratively 

to l prepare group presentations on the topic of what it means to be a good 
citizen.  

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative Assessments.   
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 

student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
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• Observations and anecdotal records of children during 
interactive writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits 
Table 2.   

Unit Two / Year One: Leaders in Our World 
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Building on the idea of citizenship, students will move to exploring citizens as leaders either of the United States or Europe (the focus continent for this year).  
They will read (or have read to them) and discuss biographies exploring how the leaders studied overcame challenges and displayed the characteristics of good 
citizenship and the attributes of leadership.  They will develop an understanding of biography as a literary genre.  Children will compare and contrast two of the 
leaders studied and share interesting biographical details.  Children will continue to write opinion pieces about how various leaders demonstrated the attributes 
of good leadership.     
 
Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to address the 
foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based assessments. 
Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 
 

Ask and answer such questions as 
who, what, where, when, why, 
and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a 
text.  CC2RL1, CC2RI1 

Compare and contrast the most 
important points presented by 
two texts on the same topic. 
CC2RI9 

Determine the meaning of the new 
word formed when a known 
prefix is added to a 

       known word (e.g., 

Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 
CC3RL1, C3RI1 

Compare and contrast the most 
important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the 
same topic.CC3RI9 

Determine the meaning of the new 
word formed when a known prefix 
is added to a known word (e.g., 
happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  
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happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 
CC2L4.b 

Use a known root word as a clue to 
the meaning of an unknown 
word with the same root (e.g., 
addition, additional). CC2L4.c 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the floor 
in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts 
under discussion).  CC2SL1.a 

Ask for clarification and further 
explanation as needed about the 
topics and texts under discussion. 
CC2SL1.c 

Recount or describe key ideas or details 
from a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC2SL2 

Write opinion pieces in which they 
introduce the topic or book they 
are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply reasons that support the 
opinion, use linking words (e.g., 
because, and, also) to connect 
opinion and reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or section. 
CC2W.1 

Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided 

CC3L4.b 
Use a known root word as a clue to 

the meaning of an unknown word 
with the same 

        root (e.g., addition, additional). 
CC3L4.c 

Come to discussions prepared, having 
read or studied required material; 
explicitly draw on that preparation 
and other information known 
about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion.  CC3SL1.a 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the floor 
in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at 
a time about the topics and texts 
under discussion). CC3SL1.b 

Ask questions to check understanding 
of information presented, stay on 
topic, and link their comments to 
the remarks of others. CC3SL1.c 

Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read 
aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. CC3SL2 

Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons, introduce the topic 
or text they are writing about, 

writing to demonstrate 
learning, and writing for 
authentic purposes and 
audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills                     
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from 
teachers and peers.   

Biographies help us understand 
ourselves and our world. 

People can have a profound impact 
on the world. 

We can learn about the lives of  
        others through biographies. 
Comparing and contrasting facts in 

a story and informational text 
leads to better comprehension. 

Comparing and contrasting are 
ways of looking at objects and 
thinking about how they are 
similar and different.  

 
 

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

Why read biographies?  
What can we learn through reading 

biographies?  
In what ways do people impact 

others?  
Why compare and contrast? 
What makes objects similar and 

different?  
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sources to answer a question. 
CC2W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. CC2L1 

state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists 
reasons. Provide reasons that 
support the opinion. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for example) to 
connect opinion and reasons. 
Provide a concluding statement or 
section. CC3W.1 

Recall information from experiences 
or gather information from print 
and digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided categories. 
CC3W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. CC3L1 
 

Formative Assessment  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

Summative Assessment 
• Children will write opinion pieces about how various leaders 

demonstrate the attributes of good leadership.  
• Children will create t-charts or Venn diagrams to compare and 

contrast two of the leaders they studied. They will verbally share 
interesting biographical details about the two leaders they chose. 

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child contribute to story about a class event? 
o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 

• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level acting out poems with 
their peers.  

 

 
 
 

  

Unit Three / Year One: Trading and Sharing  
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Cultures have many ways of meeting their wants through trading, sharing, and conserving resources.  Children will explore the concept of trade in literature and 
informational text.  Working in guided reading and writing groups, they will continue to master the age appropriate foundational skills for reading and writing.  
They will use various forms of technology to show visually and in writing how various countries in Europe and the world trade to get what they need.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

 Use information gained from the 
illustrations and words in a print or 
digital text to demonstrate 
understanding of its characters, 
setting, or plot. CC2RL7 

Explain how specific images (e.g., a 
diagram showing how a machine 
works) contribute to and clarify a 
text. CC2RI7 

Identify the main topic of a multi-

Explain how specific aspects of a 
text’s illustrations contribute to 
what is conveyed 

       by the words in a story (e.g., 
create mood, emphasize 
aspects of a character or 
setting). CC3RL7 

Use information gained from 
illustrations (e.g., maps, 
photographs) and the words in 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  
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paragraph text as well as the focus 
of specific paragraphs within the 
text. CC3RL2 

Use knowledge of the meaning of 
individual words to predict the 
meaning of compound words (e.g., 
birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; 
bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). 
CC2L4.d 

Use glossaries and beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, 
to determine or clarify the meaning 
of words and phrases. CC2L4e 

Speaking and Listening – Students 
Will:  

Build on others’ talk in conversations 
by linking their comments to the 
remarks of others. CC2L1.b 

Recount or describe key ideas or details 
from a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC2SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what a 
speaker says in order to clarify 
comprehension, gather additional 
information, or deepen 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
CC2L3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write informative/explanatory texts in 

which they introduce a topic, use 
facts and definitions to develop 

a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g. 
where, when, why, and how key 
events occur). CC3RI7 

Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and 
explain how they support the 
main idea.  CC3RI2 

Use glossaries and beginning 
dictionaries, both print and 
digital, to determine or clarify 
the meaning of words and 
phrases. CC3L4d 

Speaking and Listening- Students will 
Explain their own ideas and 

understanding in light of the 
discussion. CC3L1.d 

Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read 
aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. CC3L2 

Ask and answer questions about 
information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail. CC3L3 

Writing – Students will: 
Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas 
and information clearly.  Introduce 
a topic and group related 

produce a text.   
There are mean reasons to write, 

including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate 
learning, and writing for 
authentic purposes and 
audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from 
teachers and peers.   

Writers share information that they 
have learned from 
informational texts through 
their writing. 

Reading expands understanding of 
the world, its people, and 
oneself. 

Good researchers employ 
strategies to help them 
research information. 

Visual materials enhance 
       understanding. 
Technology can be used to share 

information on a topic in 

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

How do I share information that I have 
learned through informational 
texts?  

Why do people read? 
What are the benefits of reading? 
In what ways do researchers gather 
        information? 
How do visuals help us to understand 

and communicate writing? 
How can technology be used?  
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points, and provide a concluding 
statement or section. CC2W2 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., read a 
number of books on a single topic 
to produce a report; record science 
observations). CC2W7 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.CC2L1 

 

information together; include 
illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. Develop the topic 
with facts, definitions, and details. 
Use linking words and phrases 
(e.g., also, another, and, more, 
but) to connect ideas within 
categories of information. Provide 
a concluding statement or section. 
CC3W2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, produce writing in which the 
development 
     and organization are appropriate 

to task and purpose. CC3W4 
Conduct short research projects that 

build knowledge about a topic. 
CC3W7 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. CC3L1 
 

various ways. 
 
 

Formative Assessment 
• Observation Survey of Concepts of Print (Clay, 2005)  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

Summative Assessment  
• Children will compose writing pieces to show how various countries 

in Europe and the world trade to get what they need.  
• Children will utilize various forms of technology to show how 

countries in Europe and the world trade as well. Children will also 
incorporate pieces from their writings into their visual projects to 
demonstrate their understanding. 

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   
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• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.   
• Specific Observations include: 

o Did child orally share facts about a topic in a way that others 
could follow their ideas and ask questions?  

o Did child consider audience when adding ideas? 
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  
 
 

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
 

 

Unit Four / Year One:  Using Resources Responsibly  
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
As cultures meet their wants, they use the resources they have available to them.  In this unit, children will use informational text to focus on one European 
country analyzing the resources available to them and the issues in using the resources responsibly.  Children will draw important details and information from 
several resources to write informative texts and/or technological projects to convey their understanding of the topic to others. 
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading- Students Will:  
Describe the overall structure of a 
story, including describing how the 

Reading- Students Will:  
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, 

and poems when writing or 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 
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beginning introduces the story and the 
ending concludes the action. CC2RL5 
Know and use various text features 
(e.g. captions, bold print, subheadings, 
glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or information in a text 
efficiently CC2RI5 
Describe how reasons support specific 
points the author makes in a text. 
CC2RI8 
Identify real-life connections between 

words and their use (e.g., describe 
foods    that are spicy or juicy). 
CC2L5.a 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Recount or describe key ideas or details 

from a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC2SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what a 
speaker says in order to clarify 
comprehension, gather additional 
information, or deepen 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
CC2L3 

Produce complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation in 
order to provide requested detail 
or clarification. CC2L6 

Writing- Students Will:  

speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, 
and stanza; describe how each 
successive part builds on earlier 
sections. CC3RL5 

Use text features and search tools 
(e.g., key words, sidebars, 
hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given 
topic efficiently. CC3RI5 

Describe the logical connection 
between particular sentences 
and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 
comparison, cause/effect, 
first/second/third in a 
sequence). CC3RI8 

Distinguish the literal and nonliteral 
meanings of words and phrases 
in context (e.g., take steps). 
CC3L5.a 

Identify real-life connections 
between words and their use 
(e.g., describe people who are 
friendly or helpful). CC3L5.b 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read 
aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. CC3L2 

Know when their reading does not 
make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 
and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers.   

I can analyze a story to discover a 
variety of facts and information 
about the topic.  

Writers support their points of view 
with reasons, facts, and details. 

Experts share information through 
writing and speaking. 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

How can I analyze a story? 
How do writers use evidence from text 

to strengthen their message? 
What do experts do? 
How do I become an expert? 
How can I use a variety of resources to 

obtain information?  
How can technology be used to 

enhance understanding?  
How can I show my understanding of a 

topic? 
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Write informative/explanatory texts in 
which they introduce a topic, use 
facts and definitions to develop 
points, and provide a concluding 
statement or section. CC2W2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, use a variety of digital tools 
to produce and publish writing, 
including in collaboration with 
peers. CC2W6 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., read a number 
of books on a single topic to 
produce a report; record science 
observations). CC2W7 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC2L2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask and answer questions about 
information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail. CC3L3 

Speak in complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation in 
order to provide requested detail or 
clarification. CC3L6 
Writing- Students Will:  
Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas 
and information clearly.  Introduce 
a topic and group related 
information together; include 
illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. Develop the topic 
with facts, definitions, and details. 
Use linking words and phrases 
(e.g., also, another, and, more, 
but) to connect ideas within 
categories of information. Provide 
a concluding statement or section. 
CC3W2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, use technology to produce 
and publish writing (using 
keyboarding skills) as well as to 
interact and collaborate with 
others.CC3W6 

Conduct short research projects that 
build knowledge about a topic. 
CC3W7 

People rely on a variety of 
resources to obtain information. 

Technology enhances 
understanding. 

Writing pieces and/or technology 
can show growth and 
understanding of a topic. 
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Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC3L2 

Formative Assessments  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in 
anecdotal records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
 

Summative Assessments 
• Children will utilize graphic organizers to select important details 

and information about their European country. 
• Children will use their graphic organizers to assist them in 

composing informative texts and/or technological projects to 
convey their understanding of the topic to others.   

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and 
determine instructional needs.   
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Unit Five/ Year One: Places we Live 
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Continuing their study of Europe, children will focus on the concept of region and how those regions impact the way people live.  Using informational 
text and literary text, children will study a region of Europe as a class exploring the culture and geography of that region.  With support, children will work 
collaboratively to choose a region to study reading, gathering, and organizing information to develop brochures about each region to share with others in 
the class or school.   Through literature, children will explore how various cultures convey their culture through folktales.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori 
Lessons to address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by 
classroom based assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading- Students Will:  
Recount stories, including fables and 

folktales from diverse cultures, and 
determine their central message, 
lesson, or moral. CC2RL2 

Compare and contrast two or more 
versions of the same story (e.g., 
Cinderella stories) by different 
authors or from different cultures. 
CC2RL9 

Reading- Students Will:  
Recount stories, including fables, 

folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed 
through key details in the text.  
CC3RL2 

Compare and contrast the themes, 
settings, and plots of stories 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-108 

Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 2 topic or subject area. 
CC2RI4  

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
closely related verbs (e.g., toss, 
throw, hurl) and closely related 
adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, 
skinny, scrawny).  CC2L3b 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Tell a story or recount an experience 

with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking audibly in coherent 
sentences. CC2SL4 

Create audio recordings of stories or 
poems; add drawings or other 
visual displays to stories or 
recounts of experiences when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. CC2SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives in which they recount 

a well elaborated event or short 
sequence of events, include details 
to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide a 
sense of closure. CC2W3 

With guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, 

written by the same author about 
the same or similar characters 
(e.g., in books from a series). 
CC3RL9 

Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 3 topic or 
subject area. CC3RI4 

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
related words that describe states 
of mind or degrees of certainty 
(e.g., knew, believed, suspected, 
heard, wondered).CC3L3c 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:   

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, 
or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking 
clearly at an understandable pace.  
CC3SL4 

Create engaging audio recordings of 
stories or poems that 
demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual 
displays when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain 
facts or details. CC3SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 
and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers.   

We can collaborate with one 
another to expand our 
knowledge on a topic.  

Good researchers start with a clear 
purpose, topic, and audience 

     when doing research. 
Good research is shared in 
      effective ways with intended 
      audiences and for specific 
      purposes. 
Categorizing is an effective way 
      to organize information. 
Storytelling is an ancient tradition. 

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

How can I be successful collaborating 
with my peers and mentor? 

What makes a good researcher? 
What am I trying to achieve through 

my writing? 
How do writers communicate 
     clearly? 
How can I effectively organize 

information?  
How do storytellers tell their stories? 
How do visuals enhance 

understanding?  
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revising, and editing. CC3W5 
Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC2L2 

using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences. Establish a situation 
and introduce a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally. 
Use dialogue and descriptions of 
actions, thoughts, and feelings to 
develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters 

       to situations.  Use temporal words 
and phrases to signal event order. 
Provide a sense of closure. CCW3 

 With guidance and support from 
adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization 
are appropriate to task and 
purpose. CC3W4 

With guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. 
CC3W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC3L2 

Visual materials enhance 
understanding. 

 
 

Formative Assessments 
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 

Summative Assessments  
• Children will work collaboratively to choose a region in Europe to 

study. They will organize their research in a graphic organizer, 
including key details from each region. 

• Children will use their graphic organizers to compose brochures 
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records.   
• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 

reading lessons and structure.  
• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 

using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
 

about each region they studied to share with others in the class or 
school.   

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   

  

Unit Six / Year One: Our Place in History  
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description: Building on the earlier studies of people and regions, children will explore historical accounts of specific regions in Europe.  During read aloud, 
teachers will choose fictional and non-fictional books of particular events in time.  Children will use the accumulated knowledge of these events to develop a 
timeline of the region.  Children will apply their understanding of timelines and historical events to their own family history creating a timeline and narratives of 
important events in their family to share with the class. 
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   
 
 

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions/ 
Assessments 
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Reading - Students Will: 
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., 

regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, 
repeated lines) supply rhythm and 
meaning in a story, poem, or song. 
CC2RL4 

Identify the main purpose of a text, 
including what the author wants to 
answer, explain, or describe. 
CC2Ri6 

Describe the connection between a 
series of historical events in a text 
CC2RI3 

Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to 
texts, including using adjectives 
and adverbs to describe (e.g., 
When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy). CC2L6 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Tell a story or recount an experience 

with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking audibly in coherent 
sentences. CC2SL4 

Create audio recordings of stories or 
poems; add drawings or other 
visual displays to stories or 
recounts of experiences when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. CC2SL5 

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as   
       they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal from 
       nonliteral language. 
       Distinguish their own point of view 

from that of 
       the author of a text. CC2RI6 
Explain the relationships or 

interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, 
or technical text based on specific 
information in the text. CC3RI3 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, 
general academic, and domain 
specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships (e.g. 
After dinner that night we went 
looking for them). CC3L6 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, 
or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking 
clearly at an understandable pace.  
CC3SL4 

Create engaging audio recordings of 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 
and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers.   

Genre influences organization, 
technique, and style. 

To be effective, writing must be a 
sufficiently developed, coherent 
unit of thought. 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

How can genre influence text 
features?  

How do visuals enhance 
understanding?  

What is my purpose for writing? 
How can I make text to self 

connections?  
How can I effectively share my 

research?  
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Writing - Students Will: 
Write narratives in which they recount 

a well elaborated event or short 
sequence of events, include details 
to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide a 
sense of closure. Demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when 
writing.CC2L2 

Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 
CC2W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC2L2 

 
 

stories or poems that 
demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual 
displays when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain 
facts or details. CC3SL5 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences. Establish a situation 
and introduce a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally. 
Use dialogue and descriptions of 
actions, thoughts, and feelings to 
develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters 

       to situations.  Use temporal words 
and phrases to signal event order. 
Provide a sense of closure. 
CC3W3.3 

Recall information from experiences 
or gather information from print 
and digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided categories. 
CC3W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 

Visual materials enhance 
understanding. 

Good readers compare, infer, 
     synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text 
personally relevant and useful. 

Good research is shared in effective 
ways with intended audiences 
and for specific purposes. 
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spelling when writing. CC3L2 
Formative Assessments 

• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 
speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
 

Summative Assessments  
• Children will create timelines of important events in their families to 

share with the class to demonstrate their understanding of timelines 
and historical events. 

• Children will compose narratives of important events in their 
families as well.   

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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Unit One/ Year Two: Exploring Nature                                                      2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
The integrated studies will be focusing on ecosystems and biomes in this first study of the school year. A particular focus will be given to the biomes in Africa.  In 
the Language Arts, children will explore two units related to this study.  In the Exploring Nature unit, children will read and have read to them texts related to 
various ecosystems.  Using graphic organizers, they will compare and contrast the different ecosystems studied.  They will choose one ecosystem to focus on 
writing informational and explanatory texts, preparing oral presentations, and using technology to communicate with others about the regions studied.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 2nd  Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading- Students Will:  
Describe how characters in a story 

respond to major events and 
challenges. CC2RL3 

Acknowledge differences in the points 
of view of characters, including by 
speaking in a different voice for 
each character when reading 
dialogue aloud. CC2RL6 

Describe the connection between a 
series of historical events, scientific 
ideas or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a text. 
CC2RI3 

Use sentence-level context as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 

Reading- Students Will:  
Describe characters in a story (e.g., 

their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the 
sequence of events. CC3RL3 

Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator or 
those of the characters. CC3RL6 

Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two or 
more individuals, events, ideas, 
or concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text based 
on specific information in the 
text. CC3RI3 

Use sentence-level context as a clue 
to the meaning of a word or 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them read 

unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies to 
help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide daily 
reading. 

The writing process helps writers get 
ideas organized and to produce a 
text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, writing 
to demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic purposes and 
audiences.  

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  
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CC2L4.a 
Speaking and Listening- Students Will: 
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions (e.g., gaining the floor 
in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts 
under discussion).  CC2SL1.a 

Ask for clarification and further 
explanation as needed about the 
topics and texts under discussion. 
CC2SL1.c 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or book they 
are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply reasons that support the 
opinion, use linking words (e.g., 
because, and, also) to connect 
opinion and reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or section.  
CC2W1 

With guidance and support from adults 
and peers, focus on a topic and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
revising and editing.  CC2W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.CC2L1 

 

phrase. CC3L4.a 
 
Speaking and Listening: Students 

Will:  
Come to discussions prepared, 

having read or studied required 
material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other 
information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under 
discussion.  CC3SL1.a 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the 
floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under 
discussion). CC3SL1.b 

 Ask questions to check 
understanding of information 
presented, stay on topic, and 
link their comments to the 
remarks of others. CC3SL1.c 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or book 
they are writing about, state 
an opinion, supply reasons 
that support the opinion, 
use linking words (e.g., 
because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and 

Rules, conventions of language, help 
readers and listeners understand 
what is being communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand each 
other.  

Our speaking and listening skills grow 
through our experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and peers.   

Informational texts have features 
that help the reader: diagrams; 
labels; information organized 
under headings; contents page, 
etc. 

Graphic organizers can be used to 
compare and contrast different 
topics in a text. 

Writing is a tool for thinking, solving 
problems, exploring issues, 
constructing questions, and 
addressing inquiry. 

Effective communication demands 
clear, concise, coherent, and 
accurate writing and speaking 
skills. 

Through practice we become clear 
and effective communicators. 

 
 
 
 

What are the text features of 
informational texts and how do the 
text features help the reader? 

How can graphic organizers be used?  
How can writing help me achieve my 

purpose as a writer? 
How do I know when I am 

communicating clearly? 
How can I become an effective 

communicator? 
How do I make sure my meaning is 

clear for the audience? 
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reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or 
section.  CC2W1 

With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. CC3W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.CC3L1 

Formative Assessments: 
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of 

children’s speaking and listening skills and reading skills 
documented with anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or 
in anecdotal records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily 
guided reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is 
the child using the materials appropriately? Do they 
demonstrate and understanding of reading, writing, 
language, and structure of concept associated with the 
specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during 

interactive writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits 
Table 2.   

Summative Assessments:  
• Children will compose informational and explanatory texts on the one ecosystem 

they chose to focus on.  
• Children will prepare oral presentations and use technology to demonstrate 

their understanding of the regions studied.    
• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative Assessments.   
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 

student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
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Unit Two / Year Two: Our Relationship with Nature 
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Building on the study of ecosystems, children will explore through the genre of poetry and other literary forms man’s connection with nature.  Children will 
explore the use of language, visualization, and form in poetry.   They will continue to explore the relationship of man with nature through fictional and 
informational text.  They will explore how authors play with and use words to create visual images in the reader’s mind extending this play to their own 
attempts at writing poetry.  A special focus will be given to the use of poem and rhythm in African cultures. 
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 
 

Reading – Students Will:  
Ask and answer such questions as 

who, what, where, when, why, 
and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a 
text.  CC2RL1, CC2RI1 

Compare and contrast the most 
important points presented by 
two texts on the same topic. 
CC2RI9 

Determine the meaning of the new 
word formed when a known 
prefix is added to a 

       known word (e.g., 
happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 
CC2L4.b 

Use a known root word as a clue to 

Reading – Students Will:  
Ask and answer questions to 

demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 
CC3RL1, C3RI1 

Compare and contrast the most 
important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the 
same topic. CC3RI9 

Determine the meaning of the new 
word formed when a known prefix 
is added to a known word (e.g., 
happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 
CC3L4.b 

Use a known root word as a clue to 
the meaning of an unknown word 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 
and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  
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the meaning of an unknown 
word with the same root (e.g., 
addition, additional). CC2L4.c 

Speaking and Listening – Students 
Will:  

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the floor 
in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts 
under discussion).  CC2SL1.a 

Ask for clarification and further 
explanation as needed about the 
topics and texts under discussion. 
CC2SL1.c 

Recount or describe key ideas or details 
from a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC2SL2 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces in which they 

introduce the topic or book they 
are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply reasons that support the 
opinion, use linking words (e.g., 
because, and, also) to connect 
opinion and reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or section. 
CC2W.1 

Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question. 

with the same 
        root (e.g., addition, additional). 

CC3L4.c 
Speaking and Listening – Students 

Will:  
Come to discussions prepared, having 

read or studied required material; 
explicitly draw on that preparation 
and other information known 
about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion.  CC3SL1.a 

Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions (e.g., gaining the floor 
in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at 
a time about the topics and texts 
under discussion). CC3SL1.b 

Ask questions to check understanding 
of information presented, stay on 
topic, and link their comments to 
the remarks of others. CC3SL1.c 

Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read 
aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. CC3SL2 

Writing – Students Will: 
Write opinion pieces on topics or 

texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons, introduce the topic 
or text they are writing about, 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers.   

Poetry is a form of imaginative 
play, expressing creative ideas 
by means of words, body, 
and/or voice. 

Reading and writing about our 
experiences expands our 
understanding of the world, its 
people, and oneself. 

Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make 
connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text 
personally relevant and useful. 

Writing is the process of 
communicating in print for a 
variety of audiences and 
purposes. 

Written language can be used to 
create visual images in a 
reader’s mind. 

 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

What creative elements can I include 
in the presentation of my poem? 

What are the benefits of writing about 
your experiences? 

How can I make text to self 
connections?  

How can I make text to world 
connections? 

How do good writers express 
themselves? 

How do writers develop a well written 
     product? 
How is written language 
     different from spoken language? 
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CC2W8 
Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. CC2L1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists 
reasons. Provide reasons that 
support the opinion. Use linking 
words and phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for example) to 
connect opinion and reasons. 
Provide a concluding statement or 
section. CC3W.1 

Recall information from experiences 
or gather information from print 
and digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided categories. 
CC3W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. CC3L1 

 

 
 

Formative Assessment  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

Summative Assessment 
• Children will compose their own poetry, with a special focus on 

rhythm in African cultures.   
• Children will draw visuals to go along with a peer’s poem after it is 

read. They will create visuals in order to demonstrate their 
understanding of how authors play with and use words to create 
visual images in the reader’s mind.  

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
 

 
  
 
 

Unit Three / Year Two: Making Choices 
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Students will be studying economic concepts of human wants and how people make choices about using resources to satisfy their wants in the integrated 
cultural studies.  In the Language Arts children will read literary and informational texts that explore choices characters or real people have had to make, how 
they made those choices, and the outcomes.  Children will compare and contrast several books about characters making economic choices.  They will use 
informational texts to compare and contrast how different cultures make economic decisions.  Children will write narratives of real or imagined experiences 
when economic choices had to be made.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading – Students Will:  
Use information gained from the 

illustrations and words in a print or 
digital text to demonstrate 
understanding of its characters, 
setting, or plot. CC2RL7 

Explain how specific images (e.g., a 
diagram showing how a machine 
works) contribute to and clarify a 
text. CC2RI7 

Identify the main topic of a multi-
paragraph text as well as the focus 

Reading - Students Will:  
Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 

illustrations contribute to what is 
conveyed 

       by the words in a story (e.g., 
create mood, emphasize aspects 
of a character or setting). CC3RL7 

Use information gained from 
illustrations (e.g., maps, 
photographs) and the words in a 
text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g. 
where, when, why, and how key 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  
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of specific paragraphs within the 
text. CC3RL2 

Use knowledge of the meaning of 
individual words to predict the 
meaning of compound words (e.g., 
birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; 
bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). 
CC2L4.d 

  Use glossaries and beginning        
dictionaries, both print and digital, to 
determine or clarify the meaning of 
words and phrases. CC2L4e 
Speaking and Listening – Students 

Will:  
Build on others’ talk in conversations 

by linking their comments to the 
remarks of others. CC2L1.b 

Recount or describe key ideas or details 
from a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. CC2SL2 

Ask and answer questions about what a 
speaker says in order to clarify 
comprehension, gather additional 
information, or deepen 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
CC2L3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write informative/explanatory texts in 

which they introduce a topic, use 
facts and definitions to develop 
points, and provide a concluding 

events occur). CC3RI7 
Determine the main idea of a text; 

recount the key details and 
explain how they support the 
main idea.  CC3RI2 

Use glossaries and beginning 
dictionaries, both print and digital, 
to determine or clarify the 
meaning of words and phrases. 
CC3L4d 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Explain their own ideas and 
understanding in light of the 
discussion. CC3L1.d 

Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read 
aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. CC3L2 

Ask and answer questions about 
information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail. CC3L3 

Writing – Students Will: 
Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas 
and information clearly.  Introduce 
a topic and group related 
information together; include 
illustrations when useful to aiding 

writing to demonstrate learning, 
and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers.   

Communities reflect alternative 
traditions and values that 
contribute to their diversity. 

Writing is the process of 
communicating in print for a 
variety of audiences and 
purposes. 

Comparing and contrasting facts in 
a story and informational text 
leads to better comprehension. 

Comparing and contrasting are 
ways of looking at objects and 
thinking about how they are 
similar and different.  

We write to communicate with one 
another and to express our ideas 
and stories. 

Good readers compare, infer, 

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

How can we demonstrate 
understanding of and respect for 
traditions and values within 
different cultures? 

How do good writers express 
themselves? 

How do writers develop a well written 
      product? 
Why compare and contrast? 
What makes objects similar and 

different?  
What am I trying to achieve through 

my writing? 
How do writers communicate clearly? 
How do I make text to world 

connections?  
How do I make text to self 

connections?  
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statement or section. CC2W2 
Participate in shared research and 

writing projects (e.g., read a 
number of books on a single topic 
to produce a report; record science 
observations). CC2W7 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.CC2L1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

comprehension. Develop the topic 
with facts, definitions, and details. 
Use linking words and phrases 
(e.g., also, another, and, more, 
but) to connect ideas within 
categories of information. Provide 
a concluding statement or section. 
CC3W2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, produce writing in which 
the development 

     and organization are appropriate to 
task and purpose. CC3W4 

Conduct short research projects that 
build knowledge about a topic. 
CC3W7 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. CC3L1 

     synthesize, and make 
connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text 
personally relevant and useful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative Assessment 
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

Summative Assessment  
• Children will use informational texts to create Venn diagrams or t-

charts that will compare and contrast how different cultures make 
economic decisions. 

• Children will compose narratives of real or imagined experiences of 
when economic choices had to be made.  

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
• Observation of children’s ability and comfort level when sharing 

information with others.  
 

 

Unit Four / Year Two: The Art of Persuasion  
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Building on the concepts of choice, students will use literary and informational text related to economic concepts to extend their understanding to the 
development of their own business.  Reading stories about characters and biographies of entrepreneurs, children will develop their ability to integrate 
ideas and focus on key details.  The development of the class business provides many opportunities for writing and speaking as children work together 
focusing on persuasion, developing marketing plans, and advertising.     
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori 
Lessons to address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by 
classroom based assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions 

Reading- Students Will:  
Describe the overall structure of a 

story, including describing how 
the beginning introduces the 
story and the ending concludes 
the action. CC2RL5 

Know and use various text features 
(e.g. captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, 

indexes, electronic menus, icons) 

Reading- Students Will:  
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and 

poems when writing or speaking 
about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive 
part builds on earlier sections. 
CC3RL5 

Use text features and search tools 
(e.g., key words, sidebars, 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does 

not make sense and have 
strategies to help them self-
correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  
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to locate key facts or 
information in a text efficiently 
CC2RI5 

Describe how reasons support 
specific points the author 
makes in a text. CC2RI8 

Identify real-life connections 
between words and their use 
(e.g., describe foods    that are 
spicy or juicy). CC2L5.a 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Recount or describe key ideas or 
details from a text read aloud or 
informa�on presented orally or 
through other media. CC2SL2 

Ask and answer ques�ons about what 
a speaker says in order to clarify 
comprehension, gather addi�onal 
informa�on, or deepen 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
CC2L3 

Produce complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation 
in order to provide requested 
detail or clarification. CC2L6 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write informative/explanatory texts 

in which they introduce a topic, 
use facts and definitions to 

hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic 
efficiently. CC3RI5 

Describe the logical connection 
between particular sentences 
and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 
comparison, cause/effect, 
first/second/third in a 
sequence). CC3RI8 

Distinguish the literal and nonliteral 
meanings of words and phrases 
in context (e.g., take steps). 
CC3L5.a 

Identify real-life connections 
between words and their use 
(e.g., describe people who are 
friendly or helpful). CC3L5.b  

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read 
aloud or information presented 
in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. CC3L2 

Ask and answer questions about 
information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration 
and detail. CC3L3 

Speak in complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate 
learning, and writing for 
authentic purposes and 
audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from 
teachers and peers.   

Biographies help us understand 
ourselves and our world. 

People can have a profound 
impact on the world. 

We can help each other to learn. 
Writers share information that 

they have learned from 
informational texts through 
their writing. 

Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make 

Have I used the rules that I am 
familiar with for language that to 
clearly convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

Why read biographies?  
What can we learn through reading 

biographies?  
In what ways do people impact 

others?  
How do we help each other in the 

classroom? 
How can I organize my ideas to help 

the reader? 
How do I make sure my meaning is 

clear for the reader? 
How do I make text to world 

connections?  
How do I make text to self 

connections?  
What do experts do? 
How do I become an expert? 
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develop points, and provide a 
concluding statement or section. 
CC2W2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, use a variety of digital 
tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration 
with peers. CC2W6 

Participate in shared research and 
writing projects (e.g., read a 
number of books on a single topic 
to produce a report; record 
science observations). CC2W7 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC2L2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in order to provide requested 
detail or clarification. CC3L6 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write informative/explanatory texts 

to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly.  
Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; 
include illustrations when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details. Use 
linking words and phrases (e.g., 
also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories 
of information. Provide a 
concluding statement or section. 
CC3W2 

With guidance and support from 
adults, use technology to 
produce and publish writing 
(using keyboarding skills) as well 
as to interact and collaborate 
with others.CC3W6 

Conduct short research projects that 
build knowledge about a topic. 
CC3W7 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC3L2 

connections (text to text, text 
to word, text to self) to make 
text personally relevant and 
useful. 

Experts use reading, viewing, and 
listening to gather and 
organize info from a variety of 
sources. 

Experts share information 
through writing and speaking. 
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Formative Assessments  
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in 
anecdotal records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
 
 
 

Summative Assessments 
• Children will work collaboratively to apply the information they 

learned in biographies about entrepreneurs, to develop a class 
business. The development of their business will include writing 
and speaking opportunities that will focus on persuasion, 
developing marketing plans, and advertising.  

• Children will create posters and other visual products to 
demonstrate their understanding of creating a successful 
business.  

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and 
determine instructional needs.   
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Unit Five/ Year Two: Change 

2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  

Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
Unit Description:  
The general context for this unit is a theme of change with an emphasis on the earth and earth’s systems.  Using their reading of both literary and 
informational text, children will explore the various impacts that geological change has had on the people.  They will explore the concepts of cause/effect 
in their reading and writing using graphics and timelines to document the impact of these changes on the people who live there. 
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori 
Lessons to address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by 
classroom based assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    
 

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions/ 
Assessments 
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Reading- Students Will:  
Recount stories, including fables and 

folktales from diverse cultures, and 
determine their central message, 
lesson, or moral. CC2RL2 

Compare and contrast two or more 
versions of the same story (e.g., 
Cinderella stories) by different 
authors or from different cultures. 
CC2RL9 

Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 2 topic or subject area. 
CC2RI4  

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
closely related verbs (e.g., toss, 
throw, hurl) and closely related 
adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, 
skinny, scrawny).  CC2L3b 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Tell a story or recount an experience 

with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking audibly in coherent 
sentences. CC2SL4 

Create audio recordings of stories or 
poems; add drawings or other 
visual displays to stories or 
recounts of experiences when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. CC2SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  

Reading- Students Will:  
Recount stories, including fables, 

folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed 
through key details in the text.  
CC3RL2 

Compare and contrast the themes, 
settings, and plots of stories 
written by the same author about 
the same or similar characters 
(e.g., in books from a series). 
CC3RL9 

Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 3 topic or 
subject area. CC3RI4 

Distinguish shades of meaning among 
related words that describe states 
of mind or degrees of certainty 
(e.g., knew, believed, suspected, 
heard, wondered).CC3L3c 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, 

or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking 
clearly at an understandable pace.  
CC3SL4 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 
and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from teachers 
and peers.   

Through cause and effect I can 
learn how my actions/habits 
impact the world around me. 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

What can I learn about the actions of 
others through cause and effect? 

What can I learn about my actions 
through cause and effect?  

How does cause and effect impact the 
sequence of events in a text?  

How do visuals help a reader 
understand and communicate 
writing? 
How can human experiences be 

captured in a text?  
How do I make text to world 

connections?  
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Write narratives in which they recount 
a well elaborated event or short 
sequence of events, include details 
to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide a 
sense of closure. CC2W3 

With guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. CC3W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC2L2 

Create engaging audio recordings of 
stories or poems that 
demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual 
displays when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain 
facts or details. CC3SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences. Establish a situation 
and introduce a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally. 
Use dialogue and descriptions of 
actions, thoughts, and feelings to 
develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters 

       to situations.  Use temporal words 
and phrases to signal event order. 
Provide a sense of closure. 
CC3W3.3 

 With guidance and support from 
adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization 
are appropriate to task and 
purpose. CC3W4 

With guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 

I know how cause and effect in a 
text relates to the sequence of 
events.  

Visual materials enhance 
understanding. 

Language captures and records 
     human experiences, aspirations, 

and imagination. 
Good readers compare, infer, 
     synthesize, and make 

connections (text to text, text to 
word, text to self) to make text 
personally relevant and useful. 

Graphics can be used to convey 
what is being communicated in a 
text. 

 
 
  

How do I make text to self 
connections?  

How do pictures help a reader 
understand and communicate 
writing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-130 

planning, revising, and editing. 
CC3W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC3L2 

Formative Assessments 
• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 

speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   

Summative Assessments  
• Children will create graphics, timelines, and other products to 

document the various impacts that geological change has had on the 
people. 

• Children will compose short writing pieces to accompany each 
timeline event, revealing how cause and effect can impact earth and 
earth’s systems.  

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   

 
 

Unit Six/ Year Two: Connections Between People and Places 
2/3 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 6 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Building on the Montessori cultural lessons, children will explore the concept of the connection between people and places.  Using technology and informational 
texts, children will explore how where people live effects their choices of what to do and how they live. Using literary texts, children will explore how the story 
and characters are shaped by the setting of the story. Children will explore how place has an impact on their own family comparing and contrasting the things 
they can do in their community with the things that children can do in Africa.   
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Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    

Standards Alignment 2nd Standards Alignment 3rd Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions/ 
Assessments 

Reading - Students Will: 
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., 

regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, 
repeated lines) supply rhythm and 
meaning in a story, poem, or song. 
CC2RL4 

Identify the main purpose of a text, 
including what the author wants to 
answer, explain, or describe. 
CC2Ri6 

Describe the connection between a 
series of historical events in a text. 
CC2RI3 

Use words and phrases acquired 
through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to 
texts, including using adjectives 
and adverbs to describe (e.g., 
When other kids are happy that 
makes me happy). CC2L6 

Speaking and Listening- Students Will:  
Tell a story or recount an experience 

with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking audibly in coherent 
sentences. CC2SL4 

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as 
       they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal from 
       nonliteral language. 
       Distinguish their own point of view 

from that of 
       the author of a text. CC2RI6 
Explain the relationships or 

interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, 
or technical text based on specific 
information in the text. CC3RI3 

Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, 
general academic, and domain 
specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships (e.g. 
After dinner that night we went 
looking for them). CC3L6 

Speaking and Listening- Students 
Will:  

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, 

Good readers:  
Chunk word parts to help them 

read unfamiliar words.  
Know when their reading does not 

make sense and have strategies 
to help them self-correct.   

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

The writing process helps writers 
get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.   

There are mean reasons to write, 
including writing –to learn, 
writing to demonstrate learning, 
and writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences.  

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated.   

We use speaking and listening skills 
to help us better understand 
each other.  

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 

How do I use word parts to read 
unfamiliar word? 

What strategies do good readers use 
to self-correct?  

What words did I learn today?  
How can I use the writing process to 

help me be a better writer?  
What is my purpose for writing and 

how does that influence my 
choices?  

Have I used the rules that I am familiar 
with for language that to clearly 
convey my message?  

How do I show others that I am 
listening to them?  

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being said or 
asked?  

How do the connections I make to 
another person help me better 
understand the person and the 
topic they are speaking about? 

What elements are in personal 
narratives?  

How do I make text to text 
connections?  
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Create audio recordings of stories or 
poems; add drawings or other 
visual displays to stories or 
recounts of experiences when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. CC2SL5 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write narratives in which they 

recount a well elaborated event 
or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe 
actions, thoughts, and feelings, 
use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide a sense 
of closure. Demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when 
writing.CC2L2 

Recall information from experiences 
or gather information from 
provided sources to answer a 
question CC2W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC2L2 

 
 
 
 
 

or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking 
clearly at an understandable pace.  
CC3SL4 

Create engaging audio recordings of 
stories or poems that 
demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual 
displays when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain 
facts or details. CC3SL5 

Writing - Students will: 
Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences. Establish a situation 
and introduce a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally. 
Use dialogue and descriptions of 
actions, thoughts, and feelings to 
develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters 

       to situations.  Use temporal words 
and phrases to signal event order. 
Provide a sense of closure. 
CC3W3.3 

Recall information from experiences 
or gather information from print 
and digital sources; take brief 

and the feedback from teachers 
and peers.   

Readers can make connections to 
another person in a text to 
better understand the person.  

Writers know that Personal 
Narratives contain characters 
(the central character will be the 
author), a plot (two or more 
events occur in a sequence of 
time), and setting. 

Good readers compare, infer, 
synthesize, and make connections 
(text to text, text to word, text to 

self) to make text personally 
relevant and useful. 

Comparing and contrasting facts in 
a story and informational text 
leads to better comprehension. 

Comparing and contrasting are 
ways of looking at objects and 
thinking about how they are 
similar and different.  

Readers can learn about different 
cultures (people and places) 
through a variety of texts. 

 
 
 
 

How do I make text to world 
connections?  

How do I make text to self 
connections?  

Why compare and contrast? 
What makes objects similar and 

different?  
How does reading give us power? 
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notes on sources and sort 
evidence into provided categories. 
CC3W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC3L2 

 
Formative Assessments 

• Observations – Teachers will collect anecdotal records of children’s 
speaking and listening skills and reading skills documented with 
anecdotal records. 

• Teachers may record data from discussion on a checklist or in anecdotal 
records.   

• Weekly running records on each child used to inform daily guided 
reading lessons and structure.  

• Teacher observations of children in word study lessons.  Is the child 
using the materials appropriately? Do they demonstrate and 
understanding of reading, writing, language, and structure of concept 
associated with the specific materials? 

• Words their Way spelling assessments 
• Observations and anecdotal records of children during interactive 

writing sessions.  Checklists for Writing Habits Table 2.   
 

Summative Assessments  
• Children will create a museum demonstrating how place effects 

choices people make.  They will demonstrate an understanding of 
how to use technology, arts, and writing to communicate their 
understandings to those in the community that are invited to the 
museum.   

• Children will contribute pieces to the classroom book review blog 
which demonstrate their understanding of how setting influences 
characters and plot in books they are reading.   

• See Foundational Skills for other appropriate Summative 
Assessments.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be 
used to evaluate student writing, monitor progress, and determine 
instructional needs.   
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Learning Targets and Pacing Guide for Foundational Reading Skills and Language Conventions –Grade 2/3 

The following pacing guide allows teachers to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate activities to develop foundational skills in 
reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is based on the guide “Reading Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in 
Common Core curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).   Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, 
teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom within which to place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated 
instruction across the multi-age classroom.  

Foundational Skills Pacing Guide for Second Grade 
The following pacing guide allows teachers at SMS to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate Montessori materials, Word Study and Guided 
Reading Lessons, and Writing Workshops lessons to develop foundational skills in reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is based on the guide 
“Reading Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).    
Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom within which to 
place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated and personalized instruction across the multi-age classroom.  These lessons are embedded across the 
year in the integrated units which follow as appropriate for the child’s reading level.   
Students at this stage will typically work with Guided Reading Levels J, K, and L.   
Phonics and Word Recognition: Understanding phonics and recognizing high frequency words allows for children to recognize written words quickly and 
correctly, enhancing their opportunity to focus on meaning.  Readers move through stages of phonetic understanding and instruction needs to be specific to the 
stage of development.  Teacher at SMS will use various assessment tools to determine which stage of development children are in and to provide specific word 
study lessons in the context of Montessori and Guided Reading lessons.   
• Know and apply grade-level 

phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words. 
CC2RF3 

• Distinguish long and short 
vowels when reading 
regularly spelled one-syllable 
words. CC2RF3a 

• Know spelling-sound 
correspondences for 

Big Ideas  
There are some common 
patterns that influence the 
sounds letters make in words.   
We have to memorize some 
words.  
 I can use my understanding of 
letter sounds to read words.   
Some words do not follow 
regular spelling patterns.  
 

Essential Questions  
How can I recognize the patterns 
in words and use them to help 
me read a word?  
What are words that I need to 
memorize because they do not 
have a pattern and I read them 
often?   
How do I use my knowledge of 
letter sounds to effectively and 
efficiently read text?  

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-period 
lesson: 
Moveable Alphabet 
Phonetic Word Building activities 
Words to Pictures Cards 
Sentences to Pictures Cards 
Puzzle Words 
Command Cards 
Word Study Activities 
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additional common vowel 
teams. CC2RF3b 

• Decode regularly spelled two-
syllable words with long 
vowels. CC2RF3c 

• Decode words with common 
prefixes and suffixes. 
CC2RF3d 

• Identify words with 
inconsistent but common 
spelling-sound 
correspondences. CC2RF3e 

• Recognize and read grade-
appropriate irregularly 
spelled words. CC2RF3f 

 Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during shared reading, Words Their Way Lessons, 
shared writing activities, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd Edition   
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
DIBELS  

Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

Generate symbols 
(graphemes) for 
sounds (phonemes) 
and sounds for 
symbols, with 
accuracy and fluency, 
including short 
vowels and all 
common consonant 
correspondences. 
(RF.2.3a)  

Identify the syllable 
units in spoken 

Accurately associate 
symbols (graphemes) 
with sounds 
(phonemes) and 
sounds with symbols 
including the most 
common spellings for 
long vowels. 
RF2.3a,b. 
Identify and 
pronounce the vowel 
sounds in written 
closed, open, and 

Fluently and 
accurately associate 
symbols (graphemes 
with sounds 
(phonemes), and 
sounds with symbols, 
including diphthongs 
and vowel+r 
correspondences. 
RF2.3a.b. 
Identify, sort and 
pronounce the vowel 
sounds in closed, 
open, VCe, vowel 

Identify the 
consonant – le final 
syllable pattern, and 
accurately read two-
syllable words ending 
in a consonant –le 
syllable (cradle) 
RF.2.3 a,b,c 
Add and delete 
common suffixes (-ly, 
-less, -es, -ed, -ing, 
etc) from base words 
with final y and 
recognize how the 

Read two- syllable 
words with an 
ambiguous VCV 
syllable juncture 
(e/ven, ev/ery) 
adapting 
pronunciation to 
make a meaningful 
word. RF2.3 a,b,c 
Identify common 
prefixes on base 
words (un, mis, re, 
pre) ; recognize how 
addition or deletion 

Fluently and accurately read two-
syllable base words comprising any of 
the six regular syllable patterns (RF.2.3 
a,b,c) 
Read grade-level base words with the 
most common prefixes (in-, un-, mis-, 
dis-, re-, de-) and suffixes (-ly, -er, -ion, -
less, -ness) and recognize how meaning 
of the base is changed by the suffix. 
(RF.2.3d) 
Read less common but predictable 
patterns for vowels such as eigh for /a/ 
(neighbor).  (RF.2.3e)  
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words; know that 
each syllable must 
have a vowel; and 
when the vowel is 
short, the syllable 
will be closed.  

Add and delete 
common inflectional 
suffixes from base 
words that do not 
require a change of 
spelling, and 
recognize how 
meaning is changed 
by the suffix. 
(RF.2.3d). 

Read words with 
common spelling 
various for 
consonants; double f, 
l, s, z, after short 
vowels; soft c and g. 
(RF.2.3e) 

Read accurately 
twenty additional 
high-frequency 
words from the 300 
most common words 
in written English. 
(RF.2.3. f) 

VCe syllables (hit, hi, 
hide).  RF2.3c  
Add and delete 
common inflectional 
suffixes beginning 
with vowels from 
base words that 
require doubling of a 
final consonant (ie. 
Running, wettest), 
and recognize how 
meaning is changed 
by the suffix. 
(RF2.3d) 
Read words with the 
–ild, ind, old, ost 
pattern (finding, 
kindest, most) and –
all, -al patterns 
(fallen, recall; calm) 
RF.2.3e.  
Read accurately 
twenty additional 
high-frequency 
words from the 300 
most common words 
in written English. 
(RF.2.3.f) 

team, and vowel+r 
syllables.  RF.2.3c 
Add and delete 
common suffixes 
beginning with 
vowels from base 
words that require 
deletion of a final 
silent e, and 
recognize how 
meaning is changed 
by the suffix.  RF.2.3d 
Read and pronounce 
words with silent 
letter spellings (knee, 
wrong) and wo 
(word, work) and wa 
(warp) patterns.  
RF.2.3e 
Read accurately 
twenty additional 
high-frequency 
words from the 300 
most common words 
in written English. 
(RF.2.3.f) 

meaning is changed 
by the suffix.  
(RF.2.3d). 
Read and decompose 
contractions into 
their constituent 
base words. RF2.3e 
Read accurately 
twenty additional 
high-frequency 
irregular words from 
the most common 
words in written 
English. (RF.2.3f)  

of the prefix changes 
the word’s meaning. 
(RF.2.3d) 
Associate spellings of 
common homophone 
pairs with their major 
meanings (for, four; 
wear, where) 
RF.2.3e. 
Read accurately 
twenty additional 
high-frequency 
irregular words from 
the most common 
words in written 
English. (RF.2.3f) 
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Fluency – Fluency is the ability of the reader to recognize words in text quickly enough to derive meaning.  SMS teachers will use leveled guided reading materials 
for children to practice reading materials as matched to their Development Reading Assessment.   
Reading Targets for Fluency  
• Read with sufficient accuracy 

and fluency to support 
comprehension. CC2RF4 

• Read on-level text with 
purpose and understanding. 
CC2RF4a 

• Read on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, 
and expression on successive 
readings. CC2RF4b 

• Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognition 
CC2RF4c 

Big Ideas  
I can use my understanding of 
words and sounds to read and 
understand text.   
I have strategies to confirm that 
what I read makes sense and to 
self-correct when it does not 
make sense.   

Essential Questions  
How can I use my knowledge of 
word segments and syllables to 
read words and text fluently?  
What strategies can I use to “fix” 
my reading when it does not 
make sense?     
  

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during shared reading, Words Their Way Lessons, 
shared writing activities, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd Edition   
DIBELS  

Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 2 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

Orally read grade-
appropriate 
connected text, with 
demonstrated 
comprehension, at 
sixty words correct 
per minute.  
(RF.2.4a,b,c) 

Orally read grade-
appropriate 
connected text, with 
demonstrated 
comprehension, at 
sixty-five words 
correct per minute.  
(RF.2.4a,b,c) 

Orally read grade-
appropriate 
connected text, with 
demonstrated 
comprehension, at 
seventy words 
correct per minute.  
(RF.2.4a,b,c) 

Orally read grade-
appropriate 
connected text, with 
demonstrated 
comprehension, at 
seventy-five words 
correct per minute. 
(RF.2.4a) 

Orally read grade-
appropriate 
connected text, with 
demonstrated 
comprehension, at 
eighty words correct 
per minute. (RF.2.4a) 

Orally read grade-appropriate text with 
97% accuracy and demonstrated  
 

Writing and Speaking Conventions:  Children will understand that writing and speaking have certain conventions that allow us to convey meaning to those who 
listen to us or are reading our writing.  SMS teachers will assess children’s use of speaking and writing conventions and monitor their progress in the context of 
the integrated instruction units embedding specific lessons depending on what the children demonstrates that they understand about conventions and what 
they are confusing.   
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Writing and Speaking 
Conventions:  
• Use collective nouns (e.g. 

group) CC2L1a 
• Form and use frequently 

occurring irregular plural nouns 
(e.g. feet, children, teeth, mice, 
fish) CC2L1b 

• Use reflexive pronouns (e.g. 
myself, ourselves) CC2Lbc 

• Form and use the past tense of 
frequently occurring irregular 
verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 
CC2L1d 

• Use adjectives and adverbs, and 
choose between them 
depending on what is to be 
modified. CC2L1e 

• Produce, expand, and 
rearrange complete simple and 
compound sentences (e.g., The 
boy watched the movie; The 
little boy watched the movie; 
The action movie was watched 
by the little boy). CC2L1f 

When writing:  
• Capitalize holidays, product 

names, and geographic names. 
CC2L2a 

• Use commas in greetings and 
closing of letters CC2L2b 

• Use an apostrophe to form 

Big Ideas  
There are certain rules 
(punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling) that everyone follows 
when writing that helps people 
to read and understand my 
writing.   
There are rules that we follow 
about word order that help 
people to understand what I am 
saying or writing.   
There are words the help to 
describe things and actions.   
There are words that can help me 
combine ideas when speaking or 
writing.  
Nouns and verbs relate to each 
other to convey meaning in a 
sentence.   
Rereading and editing my work 
will ensure that I have correct 
spellings and have used words in 
a correct way to convey my 
meaning.  
Practicing what I want to say will 
help me to be sure that I am 
communicating clearly and using 
correct grammar.   
There are resources like 
dictionaries that I can use to help 
me find the correct spelling of a 
word or identify a word that will 

Essential Questions  
What are the rules that I need to 
use that will help people read my 
writing or understand what I am 
saying?  
How can I use adjectives and 
adverbs to help a reader or 
listener better visualize what I 
am writing or saying?  
How can I use conjunctions to 
combine ideas to better express 
my ideas when writing and 
speaking?  
How does editing and help me be 
a better writer?  
How does practicing what I want 
to say help me become a better 
speaker?   
What resources will help me with 
my writing and or speech so that 
I use the best words to convey 
what I want to communicate?  
 

 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-period 
lesson: 
Movable Alphabet 
Grammar Boxes 
Grammar Symbols and Activities 
Sentence Analysis Charts and Boxes 
Sentence Construction Materials 
Materials for irregular verbs 
Materials for verb forms 
Materials for conjugation of verbs.  
 
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during Words Their Way Lessons, using Montessori 
Materials, shared writing activities, and classroom 
work periods.   
Portfolios of writing samples  
Anecdotal observations of children in classroom 
conversations and discussions with peers, with 
teachers, in group discussions and individua 
discussions.   
Summative Assessments  
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
Classroom writing samples 
Oral presentations of projects embedded in 
interdisciplinary instructional units.   
DDOE Writing Rubrics  
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contractions and frequently 
occurring possessives. CC2L2c  

• Generalize learned spelling 
patterns CC2L2d 

• Consult reference materials, 
including beginning 
dictionaries, as needed to 
check and correct spellings. 
CC2L2e 

• Use commas in dates and to 
separate single words in a 
series.  CC1L2c 

•  Use conventional spelling for 
words with common spelling 
patterns and for frequently 
occurring irregular words. 
CC1L2d 

• Spell untaught words 
phonetically, drawing on 
phonemic awareness and 
spelling conventions. CC1L2e 

 

best convey the meaning I am 
trying to convey.   

Stage 1 
Students will learn 
to:    

Stage 2 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 3 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 4 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 5 
Students will learn 
to:   

Stage 6 
Students will learn to:  

Use collective nouns 
(e.g., group). CC2L1a 
 
Capitalize holidays, 
product names, and 
geographic names. 
CC2L2a 

Form and use 
frequently occurring 
irregular plural 
nouns (e.g., feet, 
children, teeth, 
mice, fish). CC2L1b 

 

Use reflexive 
pronouns (e.g., 
myself, ourselves). 
CC2L1c 
 
Use an apostrophe 
to form contractions 

Form and use the 
past tense of 
frequently occurring 
irregular verbs (e.g., 
sat, hid, told). 
CC2L1d 
 

Use adjectives and 
adverbs, and choose 
between them 
depending on what is 
to be modified. 
CC2L1e 
 

Produce, expand, and rearrange 
complete simple and compound 
sentences (e.g., The boy watched the 
movie; The little boy watched the 
movie; The action movie was watched 
by the little boy). CC2L1f 
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 Use commas in 
greetings and 
closings of letters. 
CC2L2b 

 

and frequently 
occurring 
possessives. CC2L2c 

 

Generalize learned 
spelling patterns 
when writing words 
(e.g., cage ® badge; 
boy ® boil). CC2L2d 

 

Consult reference 
materials, including 
beginning 
dictionaries, as 
needed to check and 
correct spellings. 
CC2L2e 
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ELA Foundational Skills Guide for Third Grade 
By third grade, the ebb and flow of lessons related to words and their use is built into the interdisciplinary lessons with teachers constructively focusing on 
various aspects of the ideas below in each lesson.  Teacher will continue to incorporate specific Montessori Lessons with Montessori grammar materials and 
writing workshop lessons in writing conventions as needed by individual children and as appropriate for the writing that children are working on in the context of 
the interdisciplinary unit.   
The following guide allows teachers at SMS to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate Montessori materials, Word Study and Guided Reading 
Lessons, and Writing Workshops lessons to develop foundational skills in reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is based on the guide “Reading 
Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).    
Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom within which to 
place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated and personalized instruction across the multi-age classroom.  These lessons are embedded across the 
year in the integrated units which follow as appropriate for the child’s reading and writing expertise.     
Phonics and Word Recognition: Understanding phonics and recognizing high frequency words allows for children to recognize written words quickly and 
correctly, enhancing their opportunity to focus on meaning.  Readers move through stages of phonetic understanding and instruction needs to be specific to the 
stage of development.  Teacher at SMS will use various assessment tools to determine which stage of development children are in and to provide specific word 
study lessons in the context of Montessori and Guided Reading lessons.   
• Identify and know the 

meaning of most common 
prefixes and derivational 
suffixes.  CC3RF3a 

• Decode words with common 
Latin suffixes. CC3RF3b 

• Decode multisyllable words. 
CC3RF3c 

• Read grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 
CC2RF3c 
 

Big Ideas  
Prefixes and suffixes add 
meaning to words.  
I can easily break words apart to 
read them if I know common 
prefixes, suffixes and syllable 
rules.  
I can use my knowledge of 
prefixes, suffixes, and syllables to 
read words.  
There are some words that do 
not follow spelling rules.   
 

Essential Questions  
How can I recognize the patterns 
in words and use them to help 
me read a word?  
What are words that I need to 
memorize because they do not 
have a pattern and I read them 
often?   
How do I use my knowledge of 
prefixes, suffixes, and syllables 
for recognize words?   
Learning Targets:  
Read grade-level base words with 
the most common prefixes (in-, 
un-, mis-, dis-, re-, de- ) and 
suffixes (-ly, -er, -ion, -less, -ness) 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-period 
lesson: 
Phonetic Word Building activities 
Words to Pictures Cards 
Sentences to Pictures Cards 
Puzzle Words 
Command Cards 
Word Study Activities 
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during literature circles, Words Their Way Lessons, 
writing workshop, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd Edition   
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and recognize how meaning of 
the base is changed by the affix.  
Fluently and accurately read 
multi- syllable words  
Read less common but 
predictable patterns for vowels 
 

Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
DIBELS  

Fluency – Fluency is the ability of the reader to recognize words in text quickly enough to derive meaning.  SMS teachers will use leveled guided reading materials 
for children to practice reading materials as matched to their Development Reading Assessment.   
Reading Targets for Fluency  
• Read grade level text with 

sufficient accuracy and fluency 
to support comprehension.  
CC3RF4 

• Read on-level text with 
purpose and understanding. 
CC3RF4a 

• Read on-level prose and 
poetry orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive 
readings. CC3RF4b 

• Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and 
understanding rereading as 
necessary. CC3RF4c 

Big Ideas  
Reading text fluently helps me to 
keep ideas together and to 
understand what I read.  
I have strategies to confirm that 
what I read makes sense and to 
self-correct when it does not 
make sense.   
 

Essential Questions  
How can I use my knowledge of 
word segments and syllables to 
read words and text fluently?  
What strategies can I use to “fix” 
my reading when it does not 
make sense?     
 
Learning Targets:  
Children will fluently read texts a 
Guided Reading levels M, N, O 
with a length of approximately 
60-100 pages.   
Children will use the cues of 
punctuation to guide them in 
getting meaning and fluently 
reading increasingly complex 
text.   
children will use pacing and 
intonation to convey the 
meaning of the clauses and 
phrases of the sentences they 
read aloud.   

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during literature circles, Words Their Way Lessons, 
writing workshop, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd Edition   
DIBELS  
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Children independently use self-
correction strategies when text 
does not make sense.   

Writing and Speaking Conventions:  Children will understand that writing and speaking have certain conventions that allow us to convey meaning to those who 
listen to us or are reading our writing.  SMS teachers will assess children’s use of speaking and writing conventions and monitor their progress in the context of 
the integrated instruction units embedding specific lessons depending on what the children demonstrates that they understand about conventions and what 
they are confusing.   
Writing and Speaking 
Conventions:  
• Explain the func�on of nouns, 

pronouns, verbs, adjec�ves, 
and adverbs in general and 
their func�ons in par�cular 
sentences. CC3L1a 

• Form and use frequently 
occurring irregular plural nouns 
CC3L1b 

• Use abstract nouns (e.g. 
childhood) CC3Lbc 

• Form and use regular and 
irregular verbsCC3L1d 

• Form and use simple verb 
tenses (e.g. I walked; I walk; I 
will walk) CC3L1e 

• Ensure subject-verb and 
pronoun antecedent 
agreement.  CC3L1f 

• Form and use comparative and 
superlative adjectives and 
adverbs, and choose between 
them depending on what is to 
be modified. CC3L1g 

Big Ideas  
There are certain rules 
(punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling) that everyone follows 
when writing that helps people 
to read and understand my 
writing.   
There are rules that we follow 
about word order that help 
people to understand what I am 
saying or writing.   
There are words the help to 
describe things and actions.   
There are words that can help me 
combine ideas when speaking or 
writing.  
Nouns and verbs relate to each 
other to convey meaning in a 
sentence.   
Rereading and editing my work 
will ensure that I have correct 
spellings and have used words in 
a correct way to convey my 
meaning.  

Essential Questions  
What are the rules that I need to 
use that will help people read my 
writing or understand what I am 
saying?  
How can I use adjectives and 
adverbs to help a reader or 
listener better visualize what I 
am writing or saying?  
How can I use conjunctions to 
combine ideas to better express 
my ideas when writing and 
speaking?  
How does editing and help me be 
a better writer?  
How does practicing what I want 
to say help me become a better 
speaker?   
What resources will help me with 
my writing and or speech so that 
I use the best words to convey 
what I want to communicate?  
 
Learning Targets 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-period 
lesson: 
Grammar Boxes 
Grammar Symbols and Activities 
Sentence Analysis Charts and Boxes 
Sentence Construction Materials 
Materials for irregular verbs 
Materials for verb forms 
Materials for conjugation of verbs.  
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during literature circles, Words Their Way Lessons, 
writing workshop, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Portfolios of writing samples  
Anecdotal observations of children in classroom 
conversations and discussions with peers, with 
teachers, in group discussions and individua 
discussions.   
Summative Assessments  
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
Classroom writing samples 
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• Use coordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions. 
CC3L1h 

• Produce simple, compound, 
and complex sentences.  CC3L1i 

When writing:  
• Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC3L3 

• Capitalize appropriate words 
in titles CC3L2a 

• Use commas in addresses 
CC3L2b 

• Use commas and quotation 
marks in dialogue.CC3L2c 

• Form and use possessives. 
CC3L2d 

• Use conven�onal spelling for 
high-frequency and other 
studied words and for adding 
suffixes to base words CC3L2e 

• Use spelling patterns and 
generalizations (e.g., word 
families, position-based 
spellings, syllable patterns, 
ending rules, meaningful word 
parts) in writing words. CC3L2f 

• Consult reference materials, 
including beginning 
dictionaries, as needed to 

Practicing what I want to say will 
help me to be sure that I am 
communicating clearly and using 
correct grammar.   
There are resources like 
dictionaries that I can use to help 
me find the correct spelling of a 
word or identify a word that will 
best convey the meaning I am 
trying to convey.   
My choice of words and phrases 
in my writing and speaking is 
important to help me convey 
meaning in an interesting 
manner.  
Listening for how people use 
words and phrases will help me 
to better understand their intent.   

Students will notice when words 
do not look correct and use 
strategies such as consulting 
reference materials to correct 
spelling.   
Students will write grammatically 
correct simple sentences using 
subjects, verbs, adverbs, and 
adjectives correctly.    
They will routinely rework, 
rewrite, edit and proofread 
writing to independently identify 
and correct errors in grammar 
and punctuation.   
Students will recognize when 
they need to ask clarifying 
questions to better understand 
what a speaker is trying to 
convey.  
Students will detect a variety of 
speech ambiguities and 
understand the intended 
meaning.   
Students will use words from 
their reading when writing about 
a topic demonstrating that they 
have options in making word 
choices in their writing.   
 

Oral presentations of projects embedded in 
interdisciplinary instructional units.   
DDOE Writing Rubrics  
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check and correct spellings. 
CC3L2g 

 
When writing, speaking, or 
listening:  
Choose words and phrases for 
effect CC3L3a 
Recognize and observe 
differences between the 
conventions of spoken and 
written standard English CC3L3b.  
Vocabulary Acquisition – Is embedded in integrated units.   
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Sussex Montessori School 

English Language Arts Curriculum 

4th/5th/ 6th grades (Ages 9-12) 
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(4,5,6 Grades; 9-12 year olds) –  Automatic and Strategic Readers 

Section Overview 
 

Children often enter the 9-12-year-old or 4/5/6 classroom refining their skills with as automatic readers.  They continue to build fluency using a 
cohesive set of self-monitoring strategies as they read.    By the second year of the 9-12 program children are moving towards becoming strategic 
readers.  This is a broad stage of reading development typically lasting through to the early high school years.  Through the exploration of reading 
and writing a wide variety of genres, children learn to use sophisticated comprehension skills making demonstrated and supportable responsible 
assertions about the texts they are reading.  Children at this age are typically reading in literature circles, working on independent and joint 
projects requiring the synthesis of information, various forms of communication both written and spoken, and a clear demonstration of 
understanding beyond the recall of factual information.  Within the Montessori Language curriculum reading, writing, speaking, and listening are 
approached as simultaneously developing activities within the context of classroom projects, group work, and morning meeting experiences.  
Children use their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills to gather and organize information to communicate their ideas opinions and new 
understandings to others.   
 
The multi-age classrooms allow teachers to flexibly group for instruction to best meet the needs of each child.  Through the use of classroom based 
assessment tools and knowledge of these developmental stages, SMS teachers finely tailor instruction and the classroom environment to support 
the individual learner.  The SMS scope and sequence aligns the appropriate standards to these stages within the context of units that extend the 
learning from the integrated cultural studies.  
 
 
 
The following pages provide resources to the 4/5/6 multi-age Montessori Teachers: 
 

• Table 1 – 4/5/6 Unit Summaries Year 1, 2 and 3 
• Instructional Strategies for the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade classroom 
• Primary Instructional Resources for the 4/5/6 teacher 
• Text Characteristics for the Controlled Word and Automatic Reader. 
• Assessment tools and guidelines 
• Scope and Sequence Year 1  
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• Scope and Sequence Year 2  
• Scope and Sequence Year 3  
• Pacing Guide for Foundational Reading Skills and Writing Conventions 
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 Table 1 – ELA 9-12 Year Olds (Grades 4,5,6) Unit Summaries – Each unit is approximately 9 weeks 

 Year 1 – What does it meant to be human? Year 2 – How does the World Work?  Year 3 – What is Culture? 
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Unit 1 – A Study of Presidents – Biography 
 
Focusing on civic responsibility, children will read 
biographies of presidents to study how various 
leaders viewed their civic responsibility.  
Children will reflect in reading logs about the 
conflicts and challenges that various presidents 
had from childhood through adult hood and how 
their understanding of civic responsibility 
impacted their decisions.  Children will use 
several sources about one president to create a 
presentation that combines verbal, written, and 
technological presentation skills to share in a 
class museum of leaders and civic duty.   

Unit 1 –Creative, Innovative Scientists 
 
Children will revisit biographies as they study innovative 
scientists who have contributed to recent scientific 
discoveries.  Studying a scientist of their choice, children 
will focus on the sequence of events, demonstrating in 
conversation, reading logs, and presentations, their 
understanding of how different events including the time 
period, their culture, and society’s response to their 
work impacted the opportunity for the innovator to 
discover new ideas.  Children will demonstrate the 
impact of the innovator on life today.   
Children will interview current innovators in their 
community.   Children will orally and in writing compare 
and contrast the experience of an innovator in their 
community to that of an innovator who lived in an earlier 
time.   

Unit 1 – Cultures and Heroes 
 
All cultures have people who are recognized as 
heroes.  Using informational text, children will 
learn about heroes of the past century.  They will 
define the characteristics of a hero.  The second 
aspect of this study will be to explore a hero in 
each student’s personal life.  This might be a 
family member, friend of the family, or other 
important person in the child’s life.  Using the 
characteristics of heroes developed in the 
children’s study of heroes in literature, the 
children will write opinion pieces describing their 
personal hero and with reasons for why they 
consider them to be a hero.  
 
 

Unit 2 – Taking a Stand – Characters who  
Believe in a Cause 

Throughout literature, there are many examples 
of characters (real or imaginary) who believe in a 
cause and take a stand.  Children will study 
examples from the Civil Rights movement to 
develop their understanding of what it means to 
believe in an issue and stand up for it.  Children 
will produce a play, video, or other visual form of 
communication where the main character finds 
themselves taking a stand on an issue.   

Unit 2 - Author Study – Comparing /Contrasting 
 
Further developing the skill of comparison and 
contrasting, children in this unit will explore several 
pieces of writing by the same author.  Focusing first on 
authors of prose, children will explore the use of 
character, themes, voice, story development, and word 
choice by an author.  Children will then move to authors 
of informational text within the context of the cultural 
study on energy focusing on scientific writing by the 
same author.  Children will write opinion pieces about an 

Unit 2 – Literature a Window to Cultures (Part 
1) 
 

Children will explore how various cultures use 
poetry as a way to express their appreciation for 
various species, nature, and the cycle of life.  
Focusing on specific poets, children will 
understand the use of style, word choice, 
rhythm and meter to convey the feelings and 
ideas of a poet.  They will compare and contrast 
poems on similar ideas by different poets.  
Children will explore poetry in their own writing 
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author’s work in general siting specific details about the 
author’s craft to support their opinions.   

about nature.  Children will share their poetry on 
a website for the school community.  
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Unit 3 – Space Exploration 
Connecting with the cultural unit focusing on our 
place in time and space, students will use 
informational literature to trace the history of 
space explorers from the early days of Galileo to 
more the contemporary space explorers; 
astronauts and astronomers.  Students will 
develop technologically based presentations to 
share their learning including timelines, key 
events, and demonstrating an understanding of 
events that preceded or influenced future 
discoveries or decisions.  

Unit 3 – My Own Business 
 

This unit is part of a larger study of production and 
consumption both in nature and in human interactions.    
Children will use informational text to study how the 
people in a specific region produce goods, the structure 
of economic systems and make decisions about the use 
of resources.  Children will demonstrate the skill of 
defining main ideas and the key points in these texts.  
Using their growing understanding of economics, 
children will develop their own mini-society business for 
the school community.  They will use their skills of 
reading and writing to access and organize information 
to develop a business plan.  They will use their speaking 
and listening skills to communicate and market their 
business using video and audio technological tools.  
 

Unit 3 – Literature a Window to Cultures (part 
2) 

Continuing into a Montessori cultural study of 
the geography of regions and how those regions 
define the ways that cultures form, children will 
explore how written stories help a culture to 
pass values and experiences from one 
generation to a next.  Focusing on the cultures of 
a continent of their choice, children will work in 
small groups to read and discuss stories that 
define that culture and their traditions.  They will 
use these stories to create a museum of cultural 
traditions including artifacts, informational text 
describing the various traditions and artifacts of 
a culture, and audio recordings for the museum 
visitors to listen to learn from.   
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Unit 4 – Stories of the Earth and Sky 
This unit focuses on stories that explain nature’s 
mysteries and how those stories have been 
passed down from generation to generation.  
Students share personal stories about the earth 
and sky that they have been told.  Students 
focus on Native American stories about the 
earth and sky, reading stories focusing on 
comparing and contrasting them with stories 
from other cultures.  Students use informational 
text to study and present research on the 
constellations.    

Unit 4 – Conflicts – Decisions in Literature 
 

All people experience conflicts.  This study will focus on a 
time in history (WWII) when there were many conflicts 
between cultures and for people as individuals.  In this 
study, children will read a variety of literature from this 
time period where the main character experiences 
conflict.  They will discuss this conflict in literature circles 
explaining why they might have or might not have 
reacted to the conflict the way the main character did.  
They will compare and contrast how different characters 
respond to conflict.  Moving to informational text, 
children will use the newspaper and media to find 
examples of how people today face and handle conflict.  
They will use their own experience with conflict to write 
a narrative piece about a personal conflict.   

Unit 4 – Earth Events 
As a part of the study of Earth Systems, children 
will read informational text to learn about the 
various geological changes, their causes and 
their effect and impact on humans.  Children will 
study and document the timelines for famous 
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, and storms.  
Using scientific texts, children will study the 
scientific explanations for these events.  Using 
first-hand accounts both oral and written, 
children will explore the human impact of such 
events.  Using technology, children will interview 
people who were connected to recent events.  
Writing and illustrating informational texts, 
children will share their understanding of both 
the science and the human side of these earth 
events.   
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Specific Instructional Strategies for the Upper  Elementary 4/5/6 Classroom Include (but are not limited to): 
 

• Montessori Word Study Lessons (Montessori Training Albums) 
focused on morphemic analysis, Latin and Greek Roots and word 
origins, figurative language.  

• Interactive Read Aloud and Literature Discussion 
• Reader’s Theatre  
• Question/ Answer Responses (QAR) 
• Writing about Reading – Reading Response Logs 
• Writing Workshop (Caulkins/ 6 Traits Combination)  
• Montessori Grammar Lessons 
• Sentence Combining 
• Visualization  
• Literature circles and book talks discussions allowing children to 

express ideas clearly and practice skills of speaking and listening.  
• Author and Genre studies 

 

• Oral, Visual and Technological Communication 
• Reciprocal teaching 
• Text Mapping 
• Paired Reading 
• Morning Meetings, interactive modeling and talk, collaborative 

problem solving 
• Think Alouds – Teacher modeling and child  
• Genre Studies –reading and writing 
• Author studies – reading and writing 
• Long term research projects integrating cultural studies with reading, 

writing, listening and speaking.  
• K/W/L Charts, prediction charts and Graphic Organizers.  
• Word Study Lessons – Words Their Way 
• Vocabulary development with Tier 2 Words 
• Responsive Classroom Meetings 

 
 

Primary Instructional Resources for the Lower Elementary 4/5/6 Classrooms 
 

Reading Writing Speaking/Listening 
• Guiding Readers and Writers Grades 3 – 6, 

Fountas and Pinnell 
• Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, 

Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, Bear, 
Invernizzi, Templeton, Johnston 

• Common Core Curriculum Maps (2012), Josey 
Bass, Pacing Guide for Foundational Skills 

• Strategies That Work, Stephanie Harvey & Anne 
Goudvis 

• Montessori Language Album—Resources 
obtained through MACTE approved      
Montessori training courses Montessori 
Grammar Materials. 

• Writer’s Workshop lessons utilizing the Units 
of Study for Teaching Writing, Grades 3 - 5 
by Lucy Calkins 

• 6+1 Traits of Writing, Ruth Culham 
• Write Source Guides for Students Grades 

• Montessori Language Album—
Resources obtained through MACTE 
approved Montessori training courses 

• Responsive Classroom Morning 
Message and other Shared Writing, 
Northeast Foundation for Children, 
Inc. 

 
 



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-153 

4,5,6   
 

 
 

Text Characteristics for 4/5/6 Readings 
 

Typically 4th Grade 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

informational texts in the 4th-5th complexity 
band proficiency, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range, CC4RL10  

Series contain familiar format, structures, 
characters. 

Texts include fully developed plots. 
Fiction includes series of episodes, problems, and 

solutions. 
Fiction includes fully developed characters. 
Nonfiction texts present simple facts in an 

organized structure. 
Texts include challenging content & specific 

vocabulary. 
Authors use descriptive and memorable 

language. 
Some books include occasional illustrations.  
Fiction may include chapter titles and table of 

contents. 
Nonfiction may include table of contents, 

captions, glossary, and index. 
Text runs margin to margin with a dense print 

format. 
Length is usually 75–200 pages. 
Reading Leveling O P Q R / Lexile range 770-980. 

Typically 5th Grade 
By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

informational texts in the 4th-5th complexity 
band independently and proficiently.  
CC5RL10  

Texts include fully developed plots, often around 
a central theme, plots include climax and 
resolution. 

Books touch upon challenging issues. 
Fiction includes multiple fully-developed 

characters. 
Books at this level include a variety of fiction 

genres as well as nonfiction. 
Nonfiction texts present many facts in an 

organized structure. 
Illustrations, photographs, and captions support 

text in nonfiction materials. 
Texts include more challenging vocabulary. 
Authors use vivid descriptive and memorable 

language. 
Fiction includes few, if any illustrations. 
Print size is smaller. 
Text difficulty determined more by content than 

by length. 
Reading Leveling R S T U / Lexile range 770-980. 
  

Typically 6th Grade  
By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

informational texts in the 6th-8th complexity 
band with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range.  CC6RL10  

Texts include fully developed plots, often 
touching upon complex issues.  

Settings may be in other time periods or 
unfamiliar locations. 

Texts begin to include multiple perspectives on an 
issue. 

Texts include complex sentence structure  literary 
devices.  

Well-developed characters face complex issues 
and challenges. 

Nonfiction texts include substantial amount of 
information and detail. 

Nonfiction includes table of contents, captions, a 
glossary, and index and may include tables, 
graphs, maps, and charts, illustration captions 
support text.  

Nonfiction texts may include newspapers, 
magazines, and manuals. 

Texts often include specialized vocabulary. 
Reading Leveling T U V W / Lexile range 770-980. 
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Additional Resources for the SMS 4,5,6 Teachers 

 
Comprehension and Collaboration, Stephanie Harvey & Harvey Daniels 

The Reading Zone, Nancy Atwell 

Nonfiction Matters, Stephanie Harvey 

Comprehension and Fluency, Fountas & Pinnell 

Guiding Readers and Writers, Fountas & Pinnell 

Strategies That Work, Stephanie Harvey & Anne Goudvis 

Revisit, Reflect, Retell, Linda Hoyt 

Fourth Grade Readers, Martha Heller-Winokaur & Marcia Uretsky 

Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles, Harvey Daniels & Nancy Steineke 

Words Their Way, Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton and Johnston 

Book Title Resource:  http://www.fountasandpinnellleveledbooks.com/ 

Montessori language albums: Resources obtained through MACTE approved Montessori training courses. 

Thinkfinty, lesson plans and interactives at http://www.thinkfinity.org/   

ReadWriteThink, lesson plans and interactives at  http://www.readwritethink.org/ 

http://www.fountasandpinnellleveledbooks.com/
http://www.thinkfinity.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
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Responsive Classroom Resource Book Level 1 and 2, Northeast Foundation for Children, Inc. 

Responsive Classroom : Teaching Children to Care Classroom Management for Ethical and Academic Growth by Ruth Sidney Charney 

Lessons That Change Writers, Nancy Atwell 

Naming the World: A Year of Poems and Lessons, Nancy Atwell 

Study Driven, A Framework for Planning Units of Study in the Writing Workshop, Katie Wood Ray 

Creating Writers Through 6-Trait Writing Assessment and Instruction, Vicki Spandel 

6 + 1 Traits of Writing, Ruth Culham 

Books, Lesson, Ideas for Teaching the Six Traits, Vicki Spandel 

A Writer’s Notebook, Ralph Fletcher 

Poetry Matters, Ralph Fletcher 

Craft Lessons: Teaching Writing K-8, Ralph Fletcher and Joann Portalupi 

Live Writing: Breathing Life into Your Words, Ralph Fletcher 

Reviser’s Toolbox, Barry Lane 

After The End: Teaching and Learning Creative Revision, Barry Lane 

The Revision Toolbox, Teaching Techniques That Work, Georgia Heard 

ReadWriteThink, lesson plans and interactives at  http://www.readwritethink.org/ 

http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/professional-development/childlit/ChildrenLit/ Souce for Literature 

  

http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/professional-development/childlit/ChildrenLit/
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ELA Assessment Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Grade (9-12 Year Olds) 

The Curriculum Framework provides teachers with the goals for ELA at each age level.  The following charts outline the assessments that are 
embedded in the various units described above allowing teachers to monitor the goals for reading, writing and speaking and listening within these 
units.  The SMS teachers will have a wide variety of assessment tools and supportive training for their use.  This will allow them to meet each child’s 
individual instructional needs, to flexible group and regroup for instruction, and to monitor progress daily as well as on the routine assessment 
schedule.   

Formative Assessments 

Formative Assessments provide ways for teachers to collect evidence of student learning and shape the instruction throughout the school year.  The 
following are the various tools that SMS teachers will use to gather information to inform instruction and evaluate progress in the English Language Arts.  

Formative Assessments 

Portfolios 
Reading Response Logs 
Retellings 
Anecdotal Records reflecting behaviors in Tables 2,3,4 
Writing Samples 
Curriculum Based Measurements – Tracking Fluency 
Think Alouds 
Interviews/ Conferencing 
 
Each of the studies allows for a variety of formative assessments.  The These integrated projects teachers will design to focus on each area of study as 
described in Table 1 provide opportunities for teachers to strategically collect portfolio evidence of student progress against the standards.  Tools such as 
Reading logs allow teachers to follow children’s progress against each of the ELA standards.   
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A basis of the Montessori training is teacher observations.  Montessori teachers are trained to collect observational records of children document 
evidence of learning as related to each of the standards.  Teacher conferencing is an integral part of Montessori training providing opportunities for 
teachers to document what children use and confuse as a reader or writer.  Over time, these records provide rich evidence of children’s progress.   

Spelling Assessments (Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, & Johnston, 2000).  
Think Alouds (comprehension strategies) (Wade, 1990).  
Oral and Written Narrative Retellings  
Write Traits: 6-Trait Instruction and Assessment Rubrics 
Genre specific rubrics for the International Reading Association and National Council of Teachers of English (www.readwritethink.org). 
Genre specific rubrics from Using Rubrics to Improve Student Writing (Hampton, Murphy, Lowry, 2009) 
Speaking and Listening Rubric Grades K-6 (Reading/Language Arts Framework for California Public School) 

 

Language Arts Data Collection Timeline for Formal Summative Assessments 

Summative Assessments 

The following assessments are summative assessments that document children’s progress over longer periods of them.  They are administered at the 
beginning, middle, and end of the school year.   

DIBELS - Letter Naming Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense 
Word Fluency, Retell Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency (Kaminski, 
Good, Smith, & Dill, 2003).  

Developmental Reading Assessment Text Levels and Word Analysis. 
(Beaver & Carter, 2003) 

Writing Samples 
Spelling Inventory 

DIBELS - Letter Naming Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word 
Fluency, Retell Fluency and Oral Reading Fluency (Kaminski, Good, Smith, & 
Dill, 2003).  

Developmental Reading Assessment Text Levels and Word Analysis. (Beaver & 
Carter, 2003) 

Writing Samples 
Spelling Inventory  

Grade Fall Winter Spring 

Fourth, Fifth, Sixth Dibels 
DCAS 

Dibels 
DCAS 

Dibels 
DCAS 

http://www.readwritethink.org/


Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-158 

DRA  
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 

Spelling Inventory 
Writing Assessment 

DRA  
Spelling Inventory 

Writing Assessment 
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SMS English/Language Arts Unit Summary Scope and Sequence – Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Grade (9-12 Year Olds) Units  

The following charts outline a scope and sequence for units for the first year of the multi-age 9-12-year-old/ 4-6 grades cycle and six units of the second year.  
Some of the units will run 6 weeks and others 9 weeks.  The length of the unit is designed to allow the 9-12-year-old to delve deeply into projects and learning 
activities that extend over longer time periods than in the lower elementary classrooms.   

Unit One/ Year One: A Study of Presidents- Biography                        4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Focusing on civic responsibility, children will read biographies of presidents to study how various leaders viewed their civic responsibility.  Children will reflect in 
reading logs about the conflicts and challenges that various presidents had from childhood through adult hood and how their understanding of civic responsibility 
impacted their decisions.  Children will work in groups using several sources about one president to create a presentation that combines verbal, written, and 
technological presentation skills to share in a class museum of leaders and civic duty.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading- Students Will:  
Refer to details and examples in 

a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the text.  
CC4RL1 

Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story 
or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text 

Reading- Students Will:  
Quote accurately from a text 

when explaining 
     what the text says 

explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text. CC5RL1 

Compare and contrast two 
or more characters, 
settings, or events in a 
story or drama, drawing 

Reading- Students Will:  
Cite textual evidence to 

support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text. CC6RL1 

Describe how a particular 
story’s or drama’s plot 
unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how 
the characters respond or 

Good readers employ strategies 
specific to a genre to help 
them understand text.  

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening skills 
grow through our experiences 
and the feedback from 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read 
this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that 
we understand what is 
being said   or asked? 

What is the writing process?  
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(e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or 
actions). CC4RL3 

Refer to details and examples in 
a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 
CC4RI1 

Explain events, procedures, 
ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or 
technical text including 
what happened and why, 
based on specific 
information in the text. 
CC4RI3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC4L4a 

Demonstrate understanding of 
words by relating them to their 
opposites (antonyms) and to 
words with similar but not 
identical meanings (synonyms). 
CC4L5c 
Speaking and Listening 

Students Will:  
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. CC4SL1b 

     on specific details in the 
text (e.g., how characters 
interact). CC5RL3 

Explain relationships or 
interactions between 
two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical 
text based on specific 
information in the text.  
CC5RI3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC5L4a 

Use the relationship 
between particular 
words (synonyms, 
antonyms, homographs) 
to better understand the 
words. CC5L5c  

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. CC5SL1b 

 Pose and respond to specific 
questions to clarify or 
follow up on 
information, and make 
comments that 

change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution.  
CC6RL3 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text. CC6RI1  

Analyze how complex 
charters (those with 
multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop over 
the course of a text, 
interact with other 
characters, and advance 
the plot or develop the 
theme. CC6RL3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC6L4a 

Use the relationship between 
particular words (e.g. 
cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) to better 
understand word 
meanings. CC6L5b 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Follow rules for collegial 

discussions, set specific 
goals and deadlines, and 

teachers and peers 
The writing process helps writers 

get ideas organized and to 
produce a text.  

There are many reasons to write, 
     including writing-to-learn, 

writing to demonstrate 
learning, and writing for 
authentic purposes and 
audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated. 

Historical fiction, biographies 
and informational text help us 
to understand the 
experiences of leaders and 
better understand our own 
perspectives.   

Research enables learners to 
apply the concept of time, 
location distance, 
relationships, and points of 
view to the study of 
contemporary and past 
peoples, places, issues, and 
events. 

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does 
that influence the genre 
I will use?  

Does my writing, speech, 
and accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of language 
to clearly convey my 
message?  

How do different text 
genres help me 
understand the 
experiences of others 
in the past?  

How does the past influence 
the present and the 
future?   

How did collaboration with 
others help me 
produce a better 
product?  

How did collaboration with 
others help me to see 
things in a new way?  
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 Pose and respond to specific 
questions to clarify or 
follow up on information, 
and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion 
and link to the remarks of 
others. CC4SL1c 

Review the key ideas expressed 
and explain their own 
ideas. CC4SL1d 

Add audio recordings and visual 
displays to presentations 
when appropriate to 
enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes. 
CC4SL5 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces on topics 

or texts, supporting  
point of view with reasons and 

information. CC4W1 
a. Introduce a topic or 

text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an 

organizational structure in 
which related ideas are 
grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide reasons that 

are supported by facts 

contribute to the 
discussion and link to the 
remarks of others. 
CC5SL1c 

Review the key ideas 
expressed and explain 
their own ideas. 
CC5SL1d 

Include multimedia 
components (e.g., 
graphics, sound) and 
visual displays in 
presentations when 
appropriate to enhance 
the development of 
main ideas or themes. 
CC5SL5 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons 
and information.   

a. Introduce a topic or 
text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create 
an organizational 
structure in which 
ideas are logically 
grouped to support 

define individual roles as 
needed. CC6SL11b 

Pose and respond to specific 
questions with elaboration 
and detail by making 
comments that contribute 
to the topic, text, or issue 
under discussion. CC6SL1c 

Review the key ideas 
expressed and 
demonstrate 
understanding of multiple 
perspectives through 
reflection and 
paraphrasing. CC6SL1d 

Include multimedia 
components (e.g. Graphics, 
images, music, sound) and 
visual displays in 
presentations to clarify 
information.  CC6SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write arguments to support 

claims with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence.  

a. Introduce claim and 
organize the reasons 
and evidence clearly. 

b. Support claims with 
clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, 
using credible sources 

Effective collaboration requires 
that we use what we know in 
order to compromise, 
cooperate, and show mutual 
respect. 
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and details. 
c. Link opinion and 

reasons using words 
and phrases (e.g., for 
instance, in order to, in 

addition). 
d. Provide a concluding 

statement or section 
related to the opinion 

presented. CC4W4.1 
Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC4W4 

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research.  CC4W9. 

Choose words and phrases to 
convey ideas precisely. 
CC4L3a. 

Choose punctuation for effect. 
CC4L3b.  

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

the writer’s 
purpose. 

b. Provide logically 
ordered reasons 
that are supported 
by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and 
reasons using 
words, phrases, and 
clauses (e.g., 
consequently, 
specifically). 

d. Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section related to 
the opinion 
presented. CC5W1 

Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC5W4 

Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
CC5W9 

Expand, combine, and 
reduce sentences for 

and demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to clarify 
the relationships 
among claims and 
reasons. 

d. Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
that follows from the 
argument presented. 
CC6W1   

Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC6W4 

Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
CC6W9 

Vary sentence patterns for 
meaning, reader/listener 
interest, and style. 
CC6W3a 
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meaning, reader interest, 
and style. CC5W3a 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC6L1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative Assessments: 
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 

Summative Assessments:  
• The class will create a museum of leaders.  Students will need to choose the best means 

to convey their understanding of the leader they choose, how that leader dealt with 
civic issues of their time and how their study applies to issues we have today.  Projects 
will include both written, verbal (plays, speeches, etc.), and visual supports (including 
technology based visuals).   

• The students and teachers will create a rubric to use in evaluating the project.  The 
museum will be open to children in other age levels and families.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   

 

Unit Two / Year One: Taking a Stand- Characters who Believe in a Cause 
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
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Unit Description:  
Throughout literature, there are many examples of characters (real or imaginary) who believe in a cause and take a stand.  Children will study examples from the 
Civil Rights movement to develop their understanding of what it means to believe in an issue and stand up for it.  Children will produce a play, video, or other 
visual form of communication where the main character finds themselves taking a stand on an issue.   
 
Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to address the 
foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based assessments. Therefore, 
they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading – Students Will:  
Compare and contrast the point 

of view from which 
different stories are 
narrated, including the 
difference between first-
and third-person 
narrations. CC4RL6 

Make connections between the 
text of a story or drama and 
a visual or oral presentation 
of the text, identifying 
where each version reflects 
specific descriptions and 
directions in the text.  
CC4RL7 

Compare and contrast a first 
hand and secondhand 
account of the same event 
or topic; describe the 
differences in focus and the 

Reading – Students Will:  
Describe how a narrator’s or 

speaker’s point of view 
influences how events 
are described.  CC5RL6 

Analyze how visual and 
multimedia elements 
contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., 
graphic novel, 
multimedia presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, 
poem). CC5RL7 

Analyze multiple accounts of 
the same event or topic, 
nothing important 
similarities and 
differences in the point 
of view they represent.  
CC5RI6 

Reading- Students Will:  
Explain how an author 

develops the point of 
view of the narrator or 
speaker in a text. CC6RL6 

Compare and contrast the 
experience of reading a 
story, drama, or poem to 
listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live 
version of the text, 
including contrasting 
what they “see” and 
“hear” when reading the 
text to what they 
perceive when they listen 
or watch.  CC6RL7 

Determine and author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text and explain how 
it is conveyed in the text. 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a 
genre to help them 
understand text.  

Readers learn words from 
wide daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

There are many reasons to 
write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read this 
genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being 
said   or asked? 

What is the writing process?  
How can I use the writing 

process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does that 
influence the genre I will 
use?  

Does my writing, speech, and 
accompanying 
presentation materials 
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information provided.  
CC4RI6 

Interpret information 
presented visually, orally, 
or quantitatively (e.g. in 
charts, graphs, diagrams, 
timelines, animations, or 
interactive elements on 
web pages) and explain 
how the information 
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in 
which it appears.  CC4RI7 

Use common grade-
appropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a 
word CC4L4b 

Explain the meaning of simple 
similes and metaphors in 
context. CC4L5a 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  

Come to discussion prepared 
having read or studied 
required material; explicitly 
draw on that preparation 
and other information 
known about a topic to 
explore ideas under 
discussion. CC4SL1a 

Draw information from 
multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating 
the ability to locate an 
answer to a question 
quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently.   
CC5RI7 

Use common grade-
appropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of 
a word. CC4L5b 

Interpret figurative 
language, including 
similes and metaphors in 
context. CC5L5a 

Speaking and Listening 
Students Will:  
Come to discussion prepared 

having read or studied 
required material; 
explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other 
information known 
about a topic to explore 
ideas under discussion. 
CC5SL1a 

Summarize the points a 
speaker makes and 
explain how each claim 
is supported by reasons 

CC6RI6 
Integrate information 

presented in different 
media or formats 
(visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words to 
develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic 
or issue.  CC6RI7 

Use common Green or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues 
to the meaning of word. 
CC6L4b 

Identify and correctly use 
patterns of word changes 
that indicate different 
meanings of speech 
(analyze, analysis, 
analytic, etc.) CC6L4b 

Interpret figures of speech 
(e.g. Euphemism, 
oxymoron) in context and 
analyze their role in text. 
CC6L5a  

Analyze nuances in meanings 
of word s with similar 
denotations.  CC6L5b 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Come to discussions 
prepared, having read or 
studied required material; 

writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of 
language, help readers and 
listeners understand what is 
being communicated. 

Understanding of a text’s 
features, structures, and 
characteristics facilitate 
the reader’s ability to 
make meaning of the text. 

Researchers gather and 
critique 

information from different 
sources for specific 
purposes. 

Researchers explore what they 
are learning by sharing it 
with others both verbally 
and in writing allowing 
others to expand their 
thinking and ideas.   

 
 

clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of language 
to clearly convey my 
message?  

When is information critical 
and when is it not? 

Why conduct research? 
How do writers develop a 

well-written product? 
How can discussion increase 

our knowledge and 
understanding of ideas?  

How do readers and writers 
form and support 
opinions? 

Do I listen carefully to other’s 
ideas and use them to 
adapt my thinking about a 
topic?   
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Identify the reasons and 
evidence a speaker 
provides to support 
particular points. CC4SL3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a situation 
and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and 
description to develop 
experiences and events 
or show the responses 
of characters to 
situations. 

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases to manage the 
sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences and 
events precisely.   

and evidence.  CC5SL3 
Writing – Students Will: 
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a 
situation and 
introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize 
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, 
description, and 
pacing, to develop 
experiences and 
events or show the 
responses of 
characters to 
situations.   

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 

explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or 
issue to probe and reflect on 
ideas under discussion.  
CC6SL1a 
Delineate a speaker’s 
argument and specific claims, 
distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are 
not.  CC6SL3 
Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-
structured clear event 
sequences.   

a. Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing 
a context and 
introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; 
organize an event 
sequence that 
unfolds naturally and 
logically. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, description, 
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e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 
events.  
CC4W3  

With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and 
editing. CC4W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

 

events. 
d. Use concrete words 

and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences 
and events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated 
experiences or 
events.   

CC5W3 
With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach. CC5W5 
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC5L1 

and pacing, to 
develop experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters.  

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use precise words 
and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, 
and sensory language 
to convey 
experiences and 
events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences 
or events.   

CC6W3 
With some guidance and 

support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting 
or trying a new approach. 
CC6W5 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
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standard English grammar 
and usage when writing 
or speaking.  CC5L1 

 
 
 

Formative Assessment  
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  

Summative Assessment 
• Children will produce a play, video, or other visual form of communication where the 

main character finds themselves taking a stand on an issue.  They will demonstrate their 
understanding of the issues in the civil rights movement as well as their ability to 
integrate the various skills outlined above to address the big ideas and essential 
questions.   

• Students and teachers will develop rubrics to assist students with self and peer 
assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
 
  

Unit Three / Year One: Space Exploration 
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks) 
Unit Description:  
Connecting with the cultural unit focusing on our place in time and space, students will use informational literature to trace the history of space explorers from 
the early days of Galileo to more the contemporary space explorers; astronauts and astronomers.  Students will develop technologically based presentations to 
share their learning including timelines, key events, and demonstrating an understanding of events that preceded or influenced future discoveries or decisions. 
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Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading – Students Will:  
  Determine the main idea of a 

text and explain how it is 
supported by key details, 
summarize the text. CC4RI2  

Determine the meaning of 
general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to 
a grade 4 topic or subject 
area. CC4RI4 

Describe the overall structure 
(e.g. chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts or 
information in two or more 
texts.  CC5RI5 

Explain how an author uses 
reason and evidence to 
support particular points in 
a text. CC4RI8 

Integrate information from two 
texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak 
about the subject 
knowledgeably.  CC4RI9 

Consult reference materials, 

Reading - Students Will:  
Determine two or more 

main ideas of a text 
and explain how they 
are supported by key 
details; summarize the 
text. CC5RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 
topic or subject area. 
CC5RI4 

Compare and contrast the 
overall structure (e.g. 
chronology, 
comparison, 
cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts 
or information in two 
or more texts.  CC5RI5 

Explain how an author 
uses reasons and 
evidence to support 
particular points in a 
text, identifying which 

Reading - Students Will:  
Determine the central idea 

of a text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; 
provide a summary of 
the text distinct from 
personal opinions or 
judgments. CC6RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 
and technical meanings.  
CC6RI4 

Analyze how a particular 
sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section fits 
into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the 
ideas.  CC6RI5 

Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific 
claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a 
genre to help them 
understand text.  

Readers learn words from 
wide daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

There are many reasons to       
write, 

including writing-to-learn, 
writing to demonstrate 
learning, and writing for 
authentic purposes and 
audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read this 
genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being 
said   or asked? 

What is the writing process?  
How can I use the writing 

process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does that 
influence the genre I will 
use?  

Does my writing, speech, and 
accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of language 
to clearly convey my 
message?  

What makes informational 
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both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases.  CC4L4c 

Speaking and Listening – 
Students Will:  
Report on a topic or a text, tell 

a story, or recount an 
experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate 
facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to 
support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
CC4SL4 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

Writing – Students will:  
       Write 

informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly.   
a. Introduce a topic 

clearly and group 
related information in 
paragraphs and 

reasons and evidence 
support which points.  
CC5RI8 

Integrate information from 
several texts on the 
same topic in order to 
write or speak about 
the subject 
knowledgeably.  
CC5RI9 

Consult reference 
materials, both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and 
determine or clarify 
the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases.  
CC5L4c 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will: 
Report on a topic or text or 

present an opinion, 
sequencing ideas 
logically and using 
appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive 
details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
CC5SL4 

Demonstrate command of 

that are supported by 
reasons and evidence 
from claims that are 
not. CC6RI8 

Compare and contrast one 
author’s presentation of 
events with that of 
another.  CC6RI9 

Consult reference 
materials, both print 
and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases.  
CC6L4c 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will: 
Present claims and findings, 

sequencing ideas logically 
and using pertinent 
descriptions, facts, and 
details to accentuate 
main ideas or themes; 
use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate 
volume, and clear 
pronunciation.  CC6SL4 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage when 

Rules, conventions of 
language, help readers and 
listeners understand what is 
being communicated. 

Informational text deals with 
facts. 

I can learn interesting 
information in my reading.  

I can write to inform others 
about things I have learned 
about genre influences, 
organization, technique, 
and style. 

Writers use different ways to 
organize text depending on 
the genre.  

There are various helpful 
tools (e.g., webs, Tcharts, 
sketches, charts, diagrams, 
lists, outlines, flow charts) 
to organize information as 
it is gathered and to 
communicate with others.  

Carefully sequencing events 
helps readers understand 
the connection between 
what came in the past and 
the way things are now.    

 
 
 
 

text different from 
narrative text?  

How do authors organize 
their ideas in 
informational text?  

How can I use my 
understanding about how 
authors organize 
informational text to 
organize my own writing?  

How do writers organize 
informative text?  

Which is the best way to 
organize my information 
for the reader?  

Have I carefully sequenced 
events so that the reader 
can understand the 
chronology?   
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sections; including 
formatting (e.g. 
headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia when 
useful to adding to 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples related to the 
topic.  

c. Link ideas within 
categories of 
information using 
words and phrases.  

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the 
information or 
explanation presented.   

CC4W2 
With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 
technology, including the 
internet, to produce and 

the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

Writing – Students Will: 
       Write 

informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly.   
a. Introduce a topic 

clearly, provide a 
general observation 
and focus, and group 
related information 
logically; including 
formatting (e.g. 
headings), 
illustrations, and 
multimedia when 
useful to adding to 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic 
with facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, 
or other information 
and examples 
related to the topic.  

c. Link ideas within and 
across categories of 

writing or speaking.  
CC6L1 

Writing – Students Will: 
Write informative or 
explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information 
through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of 
relevant content.  

a. Introduce a topic; 
organize ideas, 
concepts and 
information, using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
classification, 
comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect; 
include formatting 
(e.g., headings), 
graphics 9e.g. charts, 
tables), and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic 
with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information 
and examples. 
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publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate 
with others.  CC4W6 

Conduct short research projects 
that build knowledge 
through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 
CC4W7 

Recall relevant information 
from experiences or gather 
relevant information from 
print and digital sources; 
take notes and categorize 
information and provide a 
list of sources.  CC4W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC4L2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

information using 
words and phrases.  

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the 
information or 
explanation 
presented.   

CC5W2 
With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 
technology, including the 
internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as 
to interact and 
collaborate with others.  
CC5W6 

 Conduct short research 
projects that use several 
sources of knowledge 
through investigation of 
different aspects of a 
topic. CC5W7 

Recall relevant information 
from experiences or 
gather relevant 
information from print 

c. Use appropriate 
transitions to clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concept.   

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic.  

e. Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 

f. Provide a concluding 
statement of section 
that follows form the 
information or 
explanation 
presented.   

CC6W2   
Use technology, including 

the internet, to produce 
and publish writing as 
well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 
CC6W6 

Conduct short research 
projects to answer a 
question, drawing on 
several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.  
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and digital sources; 
summarize or 
paraphrase information 
in notes and finished 
work, and provide a list 
of sources.  CC4W8 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC5L2 

CC6W7 
Gather relevant information 

from multiple print and 
digital sources; assess the 
credibility of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing 
basic bibliographic 
information for sources.  
CC6W8 

Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
CC6W9 

Formative Assessment 
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  

Summative Assessment  
• Students will develop technologically based presentations to share their learning 

including timelines, key events, and demonstrating an understanding of events that 
preceded or influenced future discoveries or decisions.  They will demonstrate their 
understanding of the history of scientific discoveries leading to man’s exploration of 
space as well as their ability to integrate the various skills outlined above to address the 
big ideas and essential questions.  

•  Students and teachers will develop rubrics to assist students with self and peer 
assessment activities. 

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
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Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 
Unit Four / Year One: Stories of the Earth and Sky 
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
This unit focuses on stories that explain nature’s mysteries and how those stories have been passed down from generation to generation.  Students share personal 
stories about the earth and sky that they have been told.  Students focus on Native American stories about the earth and sky, reading stories focusing on 
comparing and contrasting them with stories from other cultures.  Students use informational text to study and present research on the constellations.    
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading- Students Will:  
Determine the theme of a 

story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text; 
summarize the text. 
CC4RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text including 
those that allude to 
significant characters found 
in mythology 9e.g. 
Herculean) CC4RL4 

Explain the major differences 
between poems, drama, 
and prose, and refer to the 

Reading- Students Will:  
Determine the theme of a 

story, drama, or poem 
from details in the text, 
including how characters 
in a story or dram 
respond to challenges or 
how the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon a 
topic; summarize the 
text.  CC5RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 
including figurative 
language such as 

  Reading- Students Will:  
Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and how it 
is conveyed through 
particular details; provide 
a summary of the text 
distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments.  
CC6RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a 
genre to help them 
understand text.  

Readers learn words from 
wide daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read this 
genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being 
said   or asked? 

What is the writing process?  
How can I use the writing 

process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does that 
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structural elements of 
poems (e.g. casts of 
characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, 
stage direction) when 
writing or speaking about a 
text.  CC4RL5 

Compare and contrast the 
treatment of similar 
themes and topics (e.g. 
opposition of good and evil 
and patterns of events (e.g. 
the quest) in stories, myths, 
and traditional literature 
from different cultures.  
CC4RL9 

Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal 
precise actions, emotions, 
or states of being. CC4L6 

Speaking and Listening-
Students Will:  
Paraphrase portions of a text 

read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  CC4SL2 

Differentiate between contexts 

metaphors and similes. 
CC5RL4 

Explain how a series of 
chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to 
provide the overall 
structure of a particular 
story, drama, or poem.  
CC5RL5 

Compare and contrast 
stories in the same genre 
on their approaches to 
similar themes and 
topics. CC5RL9 

Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relatiohships.CC5L6 

Speaking and Listening-
Students Will:  
Summarize a written text 

read aloud or 
information presented in 
diverse media and 
formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  CC5SL2 

meaning and tone. 
CC6RL4 

Analyze how particular 
sentence, chapter, scene, 
or stanza fits into the 
overall structure of a text 
and contributes to the 
development of the 
theme, setting, or plot. 
CC6RL5 

Compare and contrasts texts 
in different forms or 
genres in terms of their 
approaches to similar 
themes and topics.  
CC6RL9 

Speaking and Listening-
Students Will:  
Demonstrate command of 

the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  
CC6L2 

Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command 
of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate.  
CC6L6 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 

and to produce a text.  
There are many reasons to 
write, 

including writing-to-learn, 
writing to demonstrate 
learning, and writing for 
authentic purposes and 
audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of 
language, help readers and 
listeners understand what 
is being communicated. 

Informational text provides 
facts about a topic.  

Things in nature are often the 
focus of stories within a 
specific culture.    

Authors use text features and 
illustrations to help readers 
identify the purpose of the 
text and help readers make 
meaning from the text. 

Illustrations can help me to 
convey information that 
supports my story.   

It is important to listen 
carefully and ask questions 
to clarify understanding.  

influence the genre I will 
use?  

Does my writing, speech, and 
accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of language 
to clearly convey my 
message?  

What are the different ways     
that authors communicate 
about things?   

How can I organize my ideas 
to share in writing or 
orally about a topic?   

How can I use headings to 
help organize my writing?  

Where do ideas for writing 
come from? 

How can I use pictures and 
words together to 
communicate my ideas? 

Where do ideas for writing 
come from?  

How do I show others am 
listening to them? 

How can I use feedback from 
teachers and peers to 
improve my writing and 
presentations? 
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that call for formal English 
and situations where 
informal discourse is 
appropriate and use each 
as appropriate to the task 
and situation.  CC4SL6 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a situation 
and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and 
description to develop 
experiences and events 
or show the responses 
of characters to 
situations. 

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 

Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, using 
formal English when 
appropriate to task and 
situation. CC5SL6 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a 
situation and 
introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize 
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, 
description, and 
pacing, to develop 

standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  
CC6L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-
structured clear event 
sequences.   

a. Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing 
a context and 
introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; 
organize an event 
sequence that 
unfolds naturally and 
logically. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, description, 
and pacing, to 
develop experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters.  

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 

Visuals can help me to 
communicate in a 
presentation.  

The writing process has 
multiple steps including 
drafting, revising, editing 
and publishing.   

Peers and teachers can 
provide valuable feedback 
to my presentations and 
writing.   
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phrases to manage the 
sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences and 
events precisely.   

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 
events.   

CC4W3 
With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and 
editing. CC4W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC4L2 

 
 

experiences and 
events or show the 
responses of 
characters to 
situations.   

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences 
and events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated 
experiences or 
events.   

CC5W3 
With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach. CC5W5 
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 

the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use precise words 
and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, 
and sensory language 
to convey 
experiences and 
events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences 
or events.   

CC6W3 
With some guidance and 
support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach. CC6W5 
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC6L2 
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punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC5L2 
 

Formative Assessments  
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 
 

Summative Assessments 
• Students will create dioramas illustrating the Native American stories from various 

cultures.  They will write short explanatory texts comparing the stories from one culture 
to the other.  Students will transfer this experience to a study of constellations and the 
stories behind them.  They will use informational text to present research on the 
constellations.    

• Students and teachers will develop rubrics to assist students with self and peer 
assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
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Unit One/ Year Two: Creative, Innovative Scientists  
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Children will revisit biographies as they study innovative scientists who have contributed to recent scientific discoveries.  Studying a scientist of their choice, 
children will focus on the sequence of events, demonstrating in conversation, reading logs, and presentations, their understanding of how different events 
including the time period, their culture, and society’s response to their work impacted the opportunity for the innovator to discover new ideas.  Children will 
demonstrate the impact of the innovator on life today.   
Children will interview current innovators in their community.   Children will orally and in writing compare and contrast the experience of an innovator in their 
community to that of an innovator who lived in an earlier time.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading- Students Will:  
Refer to details and examples in 

a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the text.  
CC4RL1 

Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story 
or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text 
(e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or 
actions). CC4RL3 

Refer to details and examples in 

Reading- Students Will:  
Quote accurately from a text 

when explaining 
     what the text says 

explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text. CC5RL1 

Compare and contrast two 
or more characters, 

   settings, or events in a 
story or drama, drawing 

   on specific details in the 
text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 
CC5RL3 

Reading- Students Will:  
Cite textual evidence to 

support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text. CC6RL1 

Describe how a particular 
story’s or drama’s plot 
unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how 
the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution.  
CC6RL3 

Cite strong and thorough 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a 
genre to help them 
understand text.  

Readers learn words from 
wide daily reading. 

We use speaking and 
listening skills to help us 
better understand each 
other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers 
and peers 

What are strategies that I know 
to help me read this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being 
said   or asked? 

What is the writing process?  
How can I use the writing 

process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for writing 
and how does that 
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a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 
CC4RI1 

Explain events, procedures, 
ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or 
technical text including 
what happened and why, 
based on specific 
information in the text. 
CC4RI3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC4L4a 

Demonstrate understanding of 
words by relating them to 
their opposites (antonyms) 
and to words with similar 
but not identical meanings 
(synonyms). CC4L5c 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. CC4SL1b 

 Pose and respond to specific 
questions to clarify or 
follow up on information, 
and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion 

Quote accurately from a text 
when explaining 

   what the text says 
explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text. CC5RI1 

Explain relationships or 
interactions between 
two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical 
text based on specific 
information in the text.  
CC5RI3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC5L4a 

Use the relationship 
between particular 
words (synonyms, 
antonyms, homographs) 
to better understand the 
words. CC5L5c 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. CC5SL1b 

 Pose and respond to specific 
questions to clarify or 
follow up on 

textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text. CC6RI1  

Analyze how complex 
charters (those with 
multiple or conflicting 
motivations) develop 
over the course of a text, 
interact with other 
characters, and advance 
the plot or develop the 
theme. CC6RL3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC6L4a 

Use the relationship between 
particular words (e.g. 
cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) to better 
understand word 
meanings. CC6L5b 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Follow rules for collegial 

discussions, set specific 
goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as 
needed. CC6SL11b 

Pose and respond to specific 
questions with 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas 
organized and to produce 
a text.  

There are many reasons to 
write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of 
language, help readers 
and listeners understand 
what is being 
communicated. 

Conducting an interview 
requires careful planning 
of questions and follow-
up questions.   

Conducting an interview 
requires that the 
interviewer listen 
carefully, and adjust 
questions accordingly.  

Conducting interviews is 
one form of research.  

Writing about an interview 
requires that one convey 

influence the genre I will 
use?  

Does my writing, speech, and 
accompanying presentation 
materials clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of language to 
clearly convey my 
message?  

What have a learned about the 
topic of innovators?  What 
questions would I want to 
ask a current innovator?  

How did well did I follow the 
lead of the person I 
interviewed so that I could 
address all of my questions 
and learn new things?   

How can I create a picture in 
the mind of my reader as I 
write about an interview?   
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and link to the remarks of 
others. CC4SL1c 

Review the key ideas expressed 
and explain their own 
ideas. CC4SL1d 

Add audio recordings and visual 
displays to presentations 
when appropriate to 
enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes. 
CC4SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting  
point of view with reasons and 
information.  

a. Introduce a topic or 
text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an 
organizational structure 
in which related ideas 
are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that 
are supported by facts 
and details. 

c. Link opinion and 
reasons using words 
and phrases (e.g., for 
instance, in order to, in 
addition). 

information, and make 
comments that 
contribute to the 
discussion and link to the 
remarks of others. 
CC5SL1c 

Review the key ideas 
expressed and explain 
their own ideas CC5SL1d 

Include multimedia 
components (e.g., 
graphics, sound) and 
visual displays in 
presentations when 
appropriate to enhance 
the development of 
main ideas or themes. 
CC5SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons 
and information.   

a. Introduce a 
topic or text 
clearly, state an 

opinion, and create 
an organizational 
structure in which 
ideas are logically 
grouped to support 

elaboration and detail by 
making comments that 
contribute to the topic, 
text, or issue under 
discussion. CC6SL1c 

Review the key ideas 
expressed and 
demonstrate 
understanding of multiple 
perspectives through 
reflection and 
paraphrasing.  CC6SL1d 

Include multimedia 
components (e.g. 
Graphics, images, music, 
sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify 
information.  CC6SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write arguments to support 

claims with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence.  

a. Introduce claim and 
organize the reasons 
and evidence clearly. 

b. Support claims with 
clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, 
using credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
topic or text. 

an understanding of the 
person interviewed, the 
context of the interview, 
their mannerisms, and 
other information to 
enhance the readers 
understanding of the 
interview.   
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d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the opinion 
presented. 

       CC4W1 
Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC4W4 

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research.  CC4W9 

Choose words and phrases to 
convey ideas precisely. 
CC4L3a 

Choose punctuation for effect. 
CC4L3b 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

the writer’s 
purpose. 

b. Provide logically 
ordered reasons 
that are supported 
by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and 
reasons using 
words, phrases, and 
clauses (e.g., 
consequently, 
specifically). 

d. Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section related to 
the opinion 
presented.  

CC5W1 
Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC5W4 

Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
CC5W9 

c. Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to clarify 
the relationships 
among claims and 
reasons. 

d. Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
that follows from the 
argument presented.  

CC6W1  
Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC6W4 

Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
CC6W9 

Vary sentence patterns for 
meaning, reader/listener 
interest, and style. 
CC6W3a 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English grammar 
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Expand, combine, and 
reduce sentences for 
meaning, reader interest, 
and style. CC5W3a. 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

 

and usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC6L1 

 

Formative Assessments 
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 

Summative Assessments  
• Children will demonstrate an understanding of the impact of the innovator on life today 

through a power-point presentation.  Building on this presentation, children will identify 
a current innovator in their community.  They will demonstrate the skills to contact the 
person, ask for an interview, develop their interview, conduct it and then use the 
interview to write an informational text comparing the person interviewed with the 
innovator they studied.   

• Students and teachers will develop rubrics based on the goals above to assist students 
with self and peer assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.  
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Unit Two / Year Two: Author Study- Comparing/Contrasting  
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description: Further developing the skill of comparison and contrasting, children in this unit will explore several pieces of writing by the same author.  
Focusing first on authors of prose, children will explore the use of character, themes, voice, story development, and word choice by an author.  Children will then 
move to authors of informational text within the context of the cultural study on energy focusing on scientific writing by the same author.  Children will write 
opinion pieces about an author’s work in general siting specific details about the author’s craft to support their opinions.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   
 

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine the theme of a 

story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text; 
summarize the text. 
CC4RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text including 
those that allude to 
significant characters found 
in mythology 9e.g. 
Herculean) CC4RL4 

Explain the major differences 

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine the theme of a 

story, drama, or poem 
from details in the text, 
including how characters 
in a story or dram 
respond to challenges or 
how the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon a 
topic; summarize the 
text.  CC5RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and how it 
is conveyed through 
particular details; provide 
a summary of the text 
distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments.  
CC6RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a 
genre to help them 
understand text.  

Readers learn words from 
wide daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read this 
genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that we 
understand what is being 
said   or asked? 

What is the writing process?  
How can I use the writing 

process to help me be a 
better writer?  
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between poems, drama, 
and prose, and refer to the 
structural elements of 
poems (e.g. casts of 
characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, 
stage direction) when 
writing or speaking about a 
text.  CC4RL5 

Compare and contrast the 
treatment of similar 
themes and topics (e.g. 
opposition of good and evil 
and patterns of events (e.g. 
the quest) in stories, myths, 
and traditional literature 
from different cultures.  
CC4RL9 

Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal 
precise actions, emotions, 
or states of being. CC4L6 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will: 
Paraphrase portions of a text 

read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and 

including figurative 
language such as 
metaphors and similes. 
CC5RL4  

Explain how a series of 
chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to 
provide the overall 
structure of a particular 
story, drama, or poem.  
CC5RL5 

Compare and contrast 
stories in the same genre 
on their approaches to 
similar themes and 
topics. CC5RL9 

Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relatiohships.CC5L6 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will: 
 Summarize a written text 

read aloud or 
information presented in 
diverse media and 
formats, including 

analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
CC6RL4 

Analyze how particular 
sentence, chapter, scene, 
or stanza fits into the 
overall structure of a text 
and contributes to the 
development of the 
theme, setting, or plot. 
CC6RL5 

Compare and contrasts texts 
in different forms or 
genres in terms of their 
approaches to similar 
themes and topics.  
CC6RL9 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will: 
Demonstrate command of 

the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  
CC6L2 

Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command 
of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate.  
CC6L6 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

There are many reasons to 
write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of 
language, help readers and 
listeners understand what is 
being communicated. 

Authors have a particular style 
that creates voice in their 
writing.   

Authors choice words carefully 
to fully express their ideas.  

Authors develop characters 
through their actions 
creating a picture in the 
reader’s mind.   

Authors writing informational 
text also have a voice, but it 
is usually different than the 
voice of an author of prose.   

Readers form opinions about 
an author’s style but should 

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does that 
influence the genre I will 
use?  

Does my writing, speech, and 
accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of language 
to clearly convey my 
message?  

Do I have “voice” in my 
writing?   

Which words best convey 
meaning in my writing?   

What is interesting about how 
some writer’s use words?  

How do author’s use the 
actions of characters to 
help us understand the 
character?   

Do I justify my opinions with 
important evidence from 
my reading?   
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orally.  CC4SL2 
Differentiate between contexts 

that call for formal English 
and situations where 
informal discourse is 
appropriate and use each 
as appropriate to the task 
and situation.  CC4SL6 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a situation 
and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

f. Use dialogue and 
description to develop 
experiences and events 
or show the responses 
of characters to 
situations. 

visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  CC5SL2 

Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, using 
formal English when 
appropriate to task and 
situation. CC5SL6 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a 
situation and 
introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize 
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.  
CC6L1 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-
structured clear event 
sequences.   

a. Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing 
a context and 
introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; 
organize an event 
sequence that 
unfolds naturally and 
logically. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, description, 
and pacing, to 
develop experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters.  

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 

justify their opinions with 
evidence from the text.   
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g. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases to manage the 
sequence of events. 

h. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences and 
events precisely.   

i. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 
events.   

CC4W3 
With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and 
editing. CC4W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC4L2 

description, and 
pacing, to develop 
experiences and 
events or show the 
responses of 
characters to 
situations.   

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences 
and events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated 
experiences or 
events.   

CC5W3 
With guidance and support               
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach. CC5W5 
Demonstrate command of 

and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use precise words 
and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, 
and sensory language 
to convey 
experiences and 
events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences 
or events.   

CC6W3 
With some guidance and 
support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach. CC6W5 
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC6L2 
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the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC5L2 
 

Formative Assessments 
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 

Summative Assessment:   
• Children will use graphic organizers to compare and contrast an author’s use of 

characterization, theme, and use of words across two or more pieces of the author’s 
works.  Students will then use these organizers to write about and share their opinions 
of an author’s works demonstrating an ability to connect their opinions with evidence 
from a text.  Students will participate in a Book Club Blog to be shared within the 
classroom where they provide critiques of books they are reading to share with other 
students.    

• Students and teachers will develop rubrics based on the goals above to assist students 
with self and peer assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
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Unit Three/ Year Two: My Own Business 
 4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
This unit is part of a larger study of production and consumption both in nature and in human interactions.    Children will use informational text to study how the 
people in a specific region produce goods, the structure of economic systems and make decisions about the use of resources.  Children will demonstrate the skill 
of defining main ideas and the key points in these texts.  Using their growing understanding of economics, children will develop their own mini-society business 
for the school community.  They will use their skills of reading and writing to access and organize information to develop a business plan.  They will use their 
speaking and listening skills to communicate and market their business using video and audio technological tools.  
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading- Students Will:  
Determine the main idea of a 

text and explain how it is 
supported by key details, 
summarize the text. CC4RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to 
a grade 4 topic or subject 
area. CC4RI4 

Describe the overall structure 
(e.g. chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, 

Reading- Students Will:  
Determine two or more 

main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are 
supported by key 
details; summarize the 
text. CC5RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 
topic or subject area. 
CC5RI4 

Compare and contrast the 

Reading- Students Will:  
Determine the central idea of 

a text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; provide 
a summary of the text 
distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments. 
CC6RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 
and technical meanings.  

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a genre 
to help them understand 
text.  

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read 
this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that 
we understand what is 
being said   or asked? 

What is the writing 
process?  

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
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ideas, concepts or 
information in two or more 
texts.  CC5RI5 

Explain how an author uses 
reason and evidence to 
support particular points in 
a text. CC4RI8 

Integrate information from two 
texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak 
about the subject 
knowledgeably.  CC4RI9 

Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases.  CC4L4c 

Speaking/Listening- Students 
Will:  
Report on a topic or a text, tell a 

story, or recount an 
experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate 
facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to 
support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an 

overall structure (e.g. 
chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts 
or information in two or 
more texts.  CC5RI5 

Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to 
support particular 
points in a text, 
identifying which 
reasons and evidence 
support which points.  
CC5RI8 

Integrate information from 
several texts on the 
same topic in order to 
write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably.  
CC5RI9 

Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation 
and determine or clarify 
the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases.  
CC5L4c 

CC6RI4 
Analyze how a particular 

sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section fits 
into the overall structure 
of a text and contributes 
to the development of the 
ideas.  CC6RI5 

Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific 
claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons 
and evidence from claims 
that are not. CC6RI8 

Compare and contrast one 
author’s presentation of 
events with that of 
another.  CC6RI9 

Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases.  
CC6L4c 

Speaking/Listening- Students 
Will:  

and to produce a text.  
 There are many reasons to 

write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated. 

There are specific structures to 
informational text using a 
main idea and supporting 
details structure.   

I can use writing to present 
ideas and justify decisions 
that I or others make.  

Organizing my argument with 
facts and details from my 
research makes my 
argument more credible.    

writing and how does 
that influence the 
genre I will use?  

Does my writing, speech, 
and accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of 
language to clearly 
convey my message?  

How does knowing text 
structures help me 
read informational 
text?   

How do I use writing or 
speaking skills to 
present an argument 
about next steps in a 
plan to my peers?   

How can I gain the 
attention of my 
audience and present 
a credible argument?   
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understandable pace. 
CC4SL4 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and 
information clearly.   
a. Introduce a topic clearly 

and group related 
information in 
paragraphs and 
sections; including 
formatting (e.g. 
headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia when 
useful to adding to 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples related to the 
topic.  

c. Link ideas within 
categories of 

Speaking/Listening- 
Students Will:  
Report on a topic or text or 

present an opinion, 
sequencing ideas 
logically and using 
appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive 
details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
CC5SL4 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
       Write 

informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly.   
a. Introduce a topic 

clearly, provide a 
general observation 
and focus, and 

Present claims and findings, 
sequencing ideas logically 
and using pertinent 
descriptions, facts, and 
details to accentuate main 
ideas or themes; use 
appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.  
CC6SL4 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC6L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 
information through the 
selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant 
content.  

a. Introduce a topic; 
organize ideas, 
concepts and 
information, using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
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information using words 
and phrases.  

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the 
information or 
explanation presented.  

CC4W2  
With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 
technology, including the 
internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate 
with others.  CC4W6 

Conduct short research projects 
that build knowledge 
through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 
CC4W7 

Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather 
relevant information from 
print and digital sources; 
take notes and categorize 
information and provide a 
list of sources.  CC4W8 

group related 
information 
logically; including 
formatting (e.g. 
headings), 
illustrations, and 
multimedia when 
useful to adding to 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic 
with facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, 
or other information 
and examples 
related to the topic.  

c. Link ideas within 
and across 
categories of 
information using 
words and phrases.  

d. Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to 
inform about or 
explain the topic. 

e. Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section related to 
the information or 

classification, 
comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect; 
include formatting 
(e.g., headings), 
graphics 9e.g. charts, 
tables), and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 

c. Use appropriate 
transitions to clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concept.   

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic.  

e. Establish and maintain 
a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding 
statement of section 
that follows form the 
information or 
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Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC4L2 

 

explanation 
presented.   

CC5W2 
With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 
technology, including 
the internet, to produce 
and publish writing as 
well as to interact and 
collaborate with others.  
CC5W6 

 Conduct short research 
projects that use 
several sources of 
knowledge through 
investigation of 
different aspects of a 
topic. CC5W7 

Recall relevant information 
from experiences or 
gather relevant 
information from print 
and digital sources; 
summarize or 
paraphrase information 
in notes and finished 
work, and provide a list 
of sources.  CC4W8 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 

explanation 
presented.    

CC6W2  
Use technology, including the 

internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as 
to interact and collaborate 
with others. CC6W6 

Conduct short research 
projects to answer a 
question, drawing on 
several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.  
CC6W7 

Gather relevant information 
from multiple print and 
digital sources; assess the 
credibility of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing 
basic bibliographic 
information for sources.  
CC6W8 

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research. CC6W9 
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punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
CC5L2 

Formative Assessments: 
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  

Summative Assessments:  
• Students will produce informational text pieces about how people in specific regions 

produce goods and make economic decisions.  Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of writing informational text in a main idea and detail format to share 
what they have learned.   

• As a part of the mini-society project, students will use their reading skills to access 
information to develop a product, develop a business plan, and use their knowledge of 
persuasive writing and speaking skills to market their business using video and audio 
technology tools.  

•  Students and teachers will develop rubrics based on the goals above to assist students 
with self and peer assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
 

Unit Four / Year Two: Conflicts- Decisions in Literature 
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
All people experience conflicts.  This study will focus on a time in history (WWII) when there were many conflicts between cultures and for people as individuals.  
In this study, children will read a variety of literature from this time period where the main character experiences conflict.  They will discuss this conflict in 
literature circles explaining why they might have or might not have reacted to the conflict the way the main character did.  They will compare and contrast how 
different characters respond to conflict.  Moving to informational text, children will use the newspaper and media to find examples of how people today face and 
handle conflict.  They will use their own experience with conflict to write a narrative piece about a personal conflict.   
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Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.   

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading – Students Will:  
Compare and contrast the point 

of view from which different 
stories are narrated, 
including the difference 
between first-and third-
person narrations. CC4RL6 

Make connections between the 
text of a story or drama and 
a visual or oral presentation 
of the text, identifying 
where each version reflects 
specific descriptions and 
directions in the text.  
CC4Rl7 

Compare and contrast a first 
hand and secondhand 
account of the same event 
or topic; describe the 
differences in focus and the 
information provided.  
CC4RI6 

Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g. in charts, 
graphs, diagrams, timelines, 
animations, or interactive 

Reading – Students Will:  
Describe how a narrator’s or 

speaker’s point of view 
influences how events 
are described.  CC5RL6 

Analyze how visual and 
multimedia elements 
contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., 
graphic novel, 
multimedia 
presentation of fiction, 
folktale, myth, poem). 
CC5RL7 

Analyze multiple accounts of 
the same event or topic, 
nothing important 
similarities and 
differences in the point 
of view they represent.  
CC5RI6 

Draw information from 
multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating 
the ability to locate an 
answer to a question 

Reading – Students Will:  
Explain how an author 

develops the point of view 
of the narrator or speaker 
in a text. CC6RL6 

Compare and contrast the 
experience of reading a 
story, drama, or poem to 
listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live 
version of the text, 
including contrasting what 
they “see” and “hear” 
when reading the text to 
what they perceive when 
they listen or watch.  
CC6RL7 

Determine and author’s point 
of view or purpose in a 
text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 
CC6RI6 

Integrate information 
presented in different 
media or formats (visually, 
quantitatively) as well as 
in words to develop a 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a genre 
to help them understand 
text.  

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

There are many reasons to 
write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read 
this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that 
we understand what is 
being said   or asked? 

What is the writing 
process?  

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does 
that influence the 
genre I will use?  

Does my writing, speech, 
and accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of 
language to clearly 
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elements on web pages) and 
explain how the information 
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in 
which it appears.  CC4RI7 

Use common grade-appropriate 
Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word. CC4L4b 

Explain the meaning of simple 
similes and metaphors in 
context. CC4L5a 

Speaking and Listening – 
Students Will:  
Come to discussion prepared 

having read or studied 
required material; explicitly 
draw on that preparation 
and other information 
known about a topic to 
explore ideas under 
discussion. CC4SL1a 

Identify the reasons and 
evidence a speaker provides 
to support particular points. 
CC4SL3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.   

quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently.   
CC5RI7 

Use common grade-
appropriate Greek and 
Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of 
a word CC4L5b 

Interpret figurative 
language, including 
similes and metaphors 
in context. CC5L5a 

Speaking and Listening – 
Students Will:  
Come to discussion 

prepared having read or 
studied required 
material; explicitly draw 
on that preparation and 
other information 
known about a topic to 
explore ideas under 
discussion. CC5SL1a 

Summarize the points a 
speaker makes and 
explain how each claim 
is supported by reasons 
and evidence.  CC5SL3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events using 

coherent understanding of 
a topic or issue.  CC6RI7 

Use common Green or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues 
to the meaning of word. 
CC6L4b 

Identify and correctly use 
patterns of word changes 
that indicate different 
meanings of speech 
(analyze, analysis, 
analytic, etc.) CC6L4b 

Interpret figures of speech 
(e.g. Euphemism, 
oxymoron) in context and 
analyze their role in text. 
CC6L5a 

Analyze nuances in meanings 
of word s with similar 
denotations.  CC6L5b 

Speaking and Listening – 
Students Will:  
Come to discussions prepared, 

having read or studied 
required material; 
explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring 
to evidence on the topic, 
text, or issue to probe and 
reflect on ideas under 
discussion.  CC6SL1a 

Delineate a speaker’s 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated. 

Authors use historical fiction to 
help us understand conflict 
and how people handled 
conflict at various points in 
history.   

All people experience conflict 
either personally or on a 
larger scale.   

Reading about how others 
handle conflict can help us 
deal with our own conflicts.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

convey my message?  
What conflicts od different 

characters and cultures 
experience?   

What causes conflicts?  
How do people deal with 

conflicts?  
What are conflicts in the 

world today?  
How have I experienced 

conflict?   
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a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a situation 
and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and 
description to develop 
experiences and events 
or show the responses 
of characters to 
situations. 

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases to manage the 
sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory 
details to convey 
experiences and events 
precisely.   

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 
events.   

CC4W3 
With guidance and support from 

peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. CC4W5 

effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a 
situation and 
introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize 
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, 
description, and 
pacing, to develop 
experiences and 
events or show the 
responses of 
characters to 
situations.   

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences 

argument and specific 
claims, distinguishing 
claims that are supported 
by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not.  
CC6SL3 

Writing – Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-
structured clear event 
sequences.   

a. Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing 
a context and 
introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; 
organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, description, 
and pacing, to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters.  

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases and clauses to 
manage the sequence 
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Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

 

and events 
precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from 
the narrated 
experiences or 
events.   

CC5W3 
With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting or 
trying a new approach. 
CC5W5 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

 
 

of events. 
d. Use precise words and 

phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, 
and sensory language 
to convey experiences 
and events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences 
or events.   

CC6W3 
With some guidance and 

support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting 
or trying a new approach. 
CC6W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

 
 

Formative Assessment  
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 

Summative Assessment 
• This unit will include many opportunities for students to discuss their experiences with 

conflicts in literature circles and to reflect in their reading logs.  Both of these will 
provide opportunities for teachers to evaluate their developing understanding of 
conflict in literature and their ability to relate what they read to their own experiences 
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Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 

or contemporary experiences in the news.   
• Students will write a personal narrative about conflict. 
• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 

student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
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Unit One / Year Three: Culture and Heroes 
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
All cultures have people who are recognized as heroes.  Using informational text, children will learn about heroes of the past century.  They will define the 
characteristics of a hero.  The second aspect of this study will be to explore a hero in each student’s personal life.  This might be a family member, friend of the 
family, or other important person in the child’s life.  Using the characteristics of heroes developed in the children’s study of heroes in literature, the children will 
write opinion pieces describing their personal hero and with reasons for why they consider them to be a hero.  
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading – Students Will:  
 Refer to details and examples in 

a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences 
from the text.  CC4RL1 

Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story 
or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text 
(e.g., a character’s thoughts, 
words, or actions). CC4RL3 

Refer to details and examples in 
a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences 
from the text. CC4RI1 

Explain events, procedures, 

Reading – Students Will:  
 Quote accurately from a 

text when explaining 
     what the text says 

explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text. CC5RL1 

Compare and contrast two 
or more characters, 

   settings, or events in a 
story or drama, drawing 

   on specific details in the 
text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 
CC5RL3 

Quote accurately from a 
text when explaining 

   what the text says 

Reading – Students Will:  
 Cite textual evidence to 

support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text. CC6RL1 

Describe how a particular 
story’s or drama’s plot 
unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how 
the characters respond or 
change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution.  
CC6RL3 

Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a genre 
to help them understand 
text.  

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read 
this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that 
we understand what is 
being said   or asked? 

What is the writing 
process?  

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does 
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ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or 
technical text including what 
happened and why, based 
on specific information in 
the text. CC4RI3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC4L4a 

Demonstrate understanding of 
words by relating them to 
their opposites (antonyms) 
and to words with similar 
but not identical meanings 
(synonyms). CC4L5c 

Speaking and Listening – 
Students Will:  
Follow agreed-upon rules for 

discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. CC4SL1b 

 Pose and respond to specific 
questions to clarify or follow 
up on information, and 
make comments that 
contribute to the discussion 
and link to the remarks of 
others. CC4SL1c 

Review the key ideas expressed 
and explain their own ideas 
CC4SL1d 

Add audio recordings and visual 
displays to presentations 

explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from 
the text. CC5RI1 

Explain relationships or 
interactions between 
two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical 
text based on specific 
information in the text.  
CC5RI3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC5L4a 

Use the relationship 
between particular 
words (synonyms, 
antonyms, homographs) 
to better understand 
the words. CC5L5c  

Speaking and Listening – 
Students Will:  
Follow agreed-upon rules 

for discussions and carry 
out assigned roles. 
CC5SL1b 

 Pose and respond to 
specific questions to 
clarify or follow up on 
information, and make 
comments that 

well as inferences drawn 
from the text. CC6RI1  

Analyze how complex charters 
(those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course 
of a text, interact with 
other characters, and 
advance the plot or 
develop the theme. 
CC6RL3 

Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase.  CC6L4a 

Use the relationship between 
particular words (e.g. 
cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) to better 
understand word 
meanings. CC6L5b 

Speaking and Listening – 
Students Will:  
Follow rules for collegial 

discussions, set specific 
goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as 
needed. CC6SL11b 

Pose and respond to specific 
questions with 
elaboration and detail by 
making comments that 
contribute to the topic, 

There are many reasons to 
write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated. 

Informational text deals with 
facts. 

I can learn interesting 
information in my reading.  

I can write to inform others 
about things I have learned 
about.  

Genre influences organization, 
     technique, and style. 
Readers learn words from 

wide daily reading. 
We use speaking and listening 

skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers 

that influence the 
genre I will use?  

Does my writing, speech, 
and accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of 
language to clearly 
convey my message?  

What makes informational 
text different from 
narrative text?  

How do authors organize 
their ideas in 
informational text?  

How can I use my 
understanding about 
how authors organize 
informational text to 
organize my own 
writing?  

What is the writing 
process?  

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

How do writers organize 
informative text?   

Who do I consider to be a 
hero and why?   
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when appropriate to 
enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes. 
CC4SL5 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write opinion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting  
point of view with reasons and 
information.  

a. Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an 
organizational structure 
in which related ideas 
are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are 
supported by facts and 
details. 

c. Link opinion and 
reasons using words and 
phrases (e.g., for 
instance, in order to, in 
addition). 

d. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the opinion 
presented. 

        CC4W1 
Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development and 

contribute to the 
discussion and link to 
the remarks of others. 
CC5SL1c 

Review the key ideas 
expressed and explain 
their own ideas. 
CC5SL1d 

Include multimedia 
components (e.g., 
graphics, sound) and 
visual displays in 
presentations when 
appropriate to enhance 
the development of 
main ideas or themes. 
CC5SL5 

Writing- Students Will: 
Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons 
and information.   

a. Introduce a 
topic or text 
clearly, state an 

opinion, and create 
an organizational 
structure in which 
ideas are logically 
grouped to support 
the writer’s 
purpose. 

text, or issue under 
discussion. CC6SL1c 

Review the key ideas 
expressed and 
demonstrate 
understanding of multiple 
perspectives through 
reflection and 
paraphrasing.  CC6SL1d 

Include multimedia 
components (e.g. 
Graphics, images, music, 
sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify 
information.  CC6SL5 

Writing- Students Will: 
Write arguments to support 

claims with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence.  

a. Introduce claim and 
organize the reasons 
and evidence clearly. 

b. Support claims with 
clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, 
using credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to clarify 
the relationships 

and peers 
The writing process helps 

writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

Writers use different ways to 
organize text depending on 
the genre.  

Heroes are not always famous.  
There are many things that 

might characterize a hero.  
I can form an opinion about 

what makes a hero by 
reading about people who 
are viewed as heroes.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do I have personal heroes 
in my life?  

How can I help others 
understand why it is 
important to have 
people you admire? 
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organization are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and 
audience. CC4W4 

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, 
and research.  CC4W9 

Choose words and phrases to 
convey ideas precisely. 
CC4L3a 

Choose punctuation for effect. 
CC4L3b 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

 
 

b. Provide logically 
ordered reasons 
that are supported 
by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and 
reasons using 
words, phrases, 
and clauses (e.g., 
consequently, 
specifically). 

d. Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section related to 
the opinion 
presented.  

CC5W1 
Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC5W4 

Draw evidence from literary 
or informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
CC5W9 

Expand, combine, and 
reduce sentences for 
meaning, reader 

among claims and 
reasons. 

d. Establish and maintain 
a formal style 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
that follows from the 
argument presented.   

CC6W1 
Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 
development and 
organization are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
CC6W4 

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
CC6W9 

Vary sentence patterns for 
meaning, reader/listener 
interest, and style. 
CC6W3a 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC6L1 
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interest, and style. 
CC5W3a 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

 
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 

Summative Assessment  
• During the first part of this unit, students will explore heroes in history developing a list 

of characteristics of heroes.  They will pick one historical person to write a persuasive 
piece about using specific examples from their lives to demonstrate heroism.  This 
piece will be evaluated using the appropriate DDOE writing rubrics.   

• The second phase of this study will be for students to chose a personal hero; a family 
member, an important person in their life, etc. They will synthesize their 
understanding of heroes supported with events in the person’s life that demonstrate 
heroism to write an opinion piece about why this person is a hero to them.  

•  Students and teachers will develop rubrics based on the goals above to assist students 
with self and peer assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   

 

Unit Two / Year Three: Poetry a Window to Cultures  
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Children will explore how various cultures use poetry as a way to express their appreciation for various species, nature, and the cycle of life.  Focusing on specific 
poets, children will understand the use of style, word choice, rhythm and meter to convey the feelings and ideas of a poet.  They will compare and contrast 



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-205 

poems on similar ideas by different poets.  Children will explore poetry in their own writing about nature.  Children will share their poetry on a website for the 
school community. 
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  

Reading- Students Will:  
Determine the theme of a story, 

drama, or poem from details 
in the text; summarize the 
text. CC4RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text including 
those that allude to 
significant characters found 
in mythology 9e.g. 
Herculean) CC4RL4 

Explain the major differences 
between poems, drama, and 
prose, and refer to the 
structural elements of 
poems (e.g. casts of 
characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, stage 
direction) when writing or 
speaking about a text.  
CC4RL5 

Compare and contrast the 
treatment of similar themes 

Reading- Students Will:  
Determine the theme of a 

story, drama, or poem 
from details in the text, 
including how 
characters in a story or 
dram respond to 
challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text.  
CC5RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 
including figurative 
language such as 
metaphors and similes. 
CC5RL4 

Explain how a series of 
chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to 
provide the overall 
structure of a particular 

 Reading- Students Will:  
Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; provide 
a summary of the text 
distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments.  
CC6RL2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
CC6RL4 

Analyze how particular 
sentence, chapter, scene, 
or stanza fits into the 
overall structure of a text 
and contributes to the 
development of the 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a genre 
to help them understand 
text.  

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

There are many reasons to 
write, 

including writing-to-learn, 
writing to demonstrate 
learning, and writing for 
authentic purposes and 
audiences. 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read 
this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that 
we understand what is 
being said   or asked? 

What is the writing 
process?  

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does 
that influence the 
genre I will use?  

Does my writing, speech, 
and accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 
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and topics (e.g. opposition 
of good and evil and 
patterns of events (e.g. the 
quest) in stories, myths, and 
traditional literature from 
different cultures.  CC4RL9 

Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal 
precise actions, emotions, 
or states of being. CC4L6 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Paraphrase portions of a text 

read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media 
and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  CC4SL2 

Differentiate between contexts 
that call for formal English 
and situations where 
informal discourse is 
appropriate and use each as 
appropriate to the task and 
situation.  CC4SL6 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  

story, drama, or poem.  
CC5RL5 

Compare and contrast 
stories in the same 
genre on their 
approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 
CC5RL 9 

Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases, including 
those that signal 
contrast, addition, and 
other logical 
relatiohships.CC5L6 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Summarize a written text 

read aloud or 
information presented 
in diverse media and 
formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  CC5SL2 

Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, 
using formal English 
when appropriate to 
task and situation. 
CC5SL6 

theme, setting, or plot. 
CC6RL5 

Compare and contrasts texts 
in different forms or 
genres in terms of their 
approaches to similar 
themes and topics.  
CC6RL9 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC6L2 

Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command 
of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate.  
CC6L6 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC6L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated. 

Authors use poetry as a unique 
form of expression to 
convey ideas and feelings.  

Poets have specific styles, use 
careful word choice, and use 
rhythm and meter to convey 
their feelings and ideas.  

Poets write about many things 
including nature, people, 
and feelings.   

We often read poetry aloud to 
enjoy it.   

 
 
 
 
 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of 
language to clearly 
convey my message?  

What makes poetry a 
unique form of 
literature?  

What are the styles of 
different poets?   

How can I write poetry to 
share my thoughts and 
feelings?  

How can I best enjoy 
poetry?   
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CC4L1 
Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a situation 
and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and 
description to develop 
experiences and events 
or show the responses 
of characters to 
situations. 

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases to manage the 
sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory 
details to convey 
experiences and events 
precisely.   

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

Writing- Students Will:  
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events using 
effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a 
situation and 
introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize 
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, 
description, and 
pacing, to develop 
experiences and 
events or show the 
responses of 
characters to 
situations.   

structured clear event 
sequences.   

a. Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing 
a context and 
introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; 
organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, description, 
and pacing, to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters.  

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases and clauses to 
manage the sequence 
of events. 

d. Use precise words and 
phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, 
and sensory language 
to convey experiences 
and events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences 
or events.   

CC6W3 
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events.   
CC4W3 

With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. CC4W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.CC4L2 
 

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences 
and events 
precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from 
the narrated 
experiences or 
events.   

CC5W3 
With guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach. CC5W5 
Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing.CC5L2 
 

With some guidance and 
support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new 
approach. CC6W5 
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC6L2 
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Formative Assessments  
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  

Summative Assessments 
• Students will explore poetry by different poets.  They will prepare a poetry reading of 

several poems by one poet and then provide comments about the poet’s style, choice 
of words, and why they enjoy this poet.   

• Working in groups, students will compare and contrast poems on the same topic 
written by different poets.  They will prepare visual displays to share their ideas.  

• Finally, students will explore writing their own poetry to share on the school website 
or the classroom blog.   Students will provide comments to each other about their use 
of words, style, and topic chosen for the poem.  

•  Students and teachers will develop rubrics based on the goals above to assist students 
with self and peer assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
 

Unit Three/ Year Three: Literature a Window to Cultures (Part 2) 
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
Continuing into a Montessori cultural study of the geography of regions and how those regions define the ways that cultures form, children will explore how 
written stories help a culture to pass values and experiences from one generation to a next.  Focusing on the cultures of a continent of their choice, children will 
work in small groups to read and discuss stories that define that culture and their traditions.  They will use these stories to create a museum of cultural traditions 
including artifacts, informational text describing the various traditions and artifacts of a culture, and audio recordings for the museum visitors to listen to learn 
from.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas Essential Questions  



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-210 

Reading- Students Will:  
Compare and contrast the point 

of view from which different 
stories are narrated, 
including the difference 
between first-and third-
person narrations. CC4RL6 

Make connections between the 
text of a story or drama and 
a visual or oral presentation 
of the text, identifying 
where each version reflects 
specific descriptions and 
directions in the text.  
CC4Rl7 

Compare and contrast a first 
hand and secondhand 
account of the same event 
or topic; describe the 
differences in focus and the 
information provided.  
CC4RI6 

Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g. in charts, 
graphs, diagrams, timelines, 
animations, or interactive 
elements on web pages) and 
explain how the information 
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in 
which it appears.  CC4RI7 

Reading- Students Will:  
Describe how a narrator’s or 

speaker’s point of view 
influences how events 
are described.  CC5RL6 

Analyze how visual and 
multimedia elements 
contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., 
graphic novel, 
multimedia 
presentation of fiction, 
folktale, myth, poem). 
CC5RL7 

Analyze multiple accounts of 
the same event or topic, 
nothing important 
similarities and 
differences in the point 
of view they represent.  
CC5RI6 

Draw information from 
multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating 
the ability to locate an 
answer to a question 
quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently.   
CC5RI7 

Use common grade-
appropriate Greek and 

Reading- Students Will:  
Explain how an author 

develops the point of view 
of the narrator or speaker 
in a text. CC6RL6 

Compare and contrast the 
experience of reading a 
story, drama, or poem to 
listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live 
version of the text, 
including contrasting what 
they “see” and “hear” 
when reading the text to 
what they perceive when 
they listen or watch.  
CC6RL7 

Determine and author’s point 
of view or purpose in a 
text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 
CC6RI6 

Integrate information 
presented in different 
media or formats (visually, 
quantitatively) as well as 
in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of 
a topic or issue.  CC6RI7 

Use common Green or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues 
to the meaning of word. 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a genre 
to help them understand 
text.  

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

There are many reasons to 
write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated. 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read 
this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that 
we understand what is 
being said   or asked? 

What is the writing 
process?  

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does 
that influence the 
genre I will use?  

Does my writing, speech, 
and accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message? 

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of 
language to clearly 
convey my message? 

How can collaboration 
       contribute to our 

success? 
What do I need to do to be 
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Use common grade-appropriate 
Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word. CC4L4b 

Explain the meaning of simple 
similes and metaphors in 
context. CC4L5a 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Come to discussion prepared 

having read or studied 
required material; explicitly 
draw on that preparation 
and other information 
known about a topic to 
explore ideas under 
discussion. CC4SL1a 

Identify the reasons and 
evidence a speaker provides 
to support particular points. 
CC4SL3 

Writing- Students Will:   
Write narratives to develop real 
or imagined experiences or 
events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a situation 
and introducing a 

Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of 
a word. CC4L5b 

Interpret figurative 
language, including 
similes and metaphors 
in context. CC5L5a 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Come to discussion 

prepared having read or 
studied required 
material; explicitly draw 
on that preparation and 
other information 
known about a topic to 
explore ideas under 
discussion. CC5SL1a 

Summarize the points a 
speaker makes and 
explain how each claim 
is supported by reasons 
and evidence.  CC5SL3 

Writing- Students Will:   
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined 
experiences or events using 
effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences.   

a. Orient the reader by 
establishing a 

CC6L4b 
Identify and correctly use 

patterns of word changes 
that indicate different 
meanings of speech 
(analyze, analysis, 
analytic, etc.) CC6L4b 

Interpret figures of speech 
(e.g. Euphemism, 
oxymoron) in context and 
analyze their role in text. 
CC6L5a  

Analyze nuances in meanings 
of word s with similar 
denotations.  CC6L5b 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Come to discussions prepared, 

having read or studied 
required material; 
explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring 
to evidence on the topic, 
text, or issue to probe and 
reflect on ideas under 
discussion.  CC6SL1a 

Delineate a speaker’s 
argument and specific 
claims, distinguishing 
claims that are supported 
by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not.  

Effective collaboration requires 
that we use what we know 
in order to compromise, 
cooperate, and show mutual 
respect. 

Being prepared is important to 
working in a group.   

People use culturally specific 
stories to pass values and 
experiences from one 
generation to the next.  

Often the point of the stories is 
similar across cultures while 
the characters and setting is 
different.   

 
 
 
 

prepared to work with 
my group?   

What stories do the people 
in the culture I am 
studying use to pass 
values and experiences 
from one generation to 
the next?  

How are the stories in the 
culture I am studying 
similar to or different 
from the ones my peers 
are studying?   
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narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and 
description to develop 
experiences and events 
or show the responses 
of characters to 
situations. 

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases to manage the 
sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory 
details to convey 
experiences and events 
precisely.   

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences or 
events.  

CC4W3  
With guidance and support from 

peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. CC4W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 

situation and 
introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize 
an event sequence 
that unfolds 
naturally. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, 
description, and 
pacing, to develop 
experiences and 
events or show the 
responses of 
characters to 
situations.   

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words 
and phrases and 
clauses to manage 
the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use concrete words 
and phrases and 
sensory details to 
convey experiences 
and events 
precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from 
the narrated 

CC6SL3 
Writing- Students Will:   
Write narratives to develop 
real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective 
technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-
structured clear event 
sequences.   

a. Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing 
a context and 
introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; 
organize an event 
sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, description, 
and pacing, to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters.  

c. Use a variety of 
transitional words and 
phrases and clauses to 
manage the sequence 
of events. 

d. Use precise words and 
phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, 
and sensory language 
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when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

 

experiences or 
events.   

CC5W3 
With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting or 
trying a new approach. 
CC5W5 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

 

to convey experiences 
and events precisely.    

e. Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the 
narrated experiences 
or events.   

CC6W3 
With some guidance and 

support from peers and 
adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting 
or trying a new approach. 
CC6W5 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

 
Formative Assessments 
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 

Summative Assessments  
• Focusing on the cultures of a continent of their choice, children will work in small 

groups to read and discuss stories that define that culture and their traditions.  They 
will use these stories to create a museum of cultural traditions including artifacts, 
informational text describing the various traditions and artifacts of a culture, and audio 
recordings for the museum visitors to listen to learn from.  

•  Evaluation will include the use of rubrics related how well the students conveyed their 
message both through writing, displays, and oral messages.  Museum visitors will be 
asked to provide feedback on the displays.  

•  Students and teachers will develop rubrics based on the goals above to assist students 
with self and peer assessment activities.   
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Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product  
 
 

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
 

 
Unit Four/ Year Three: Earth Events 
4/5/6 Multi-age classroom                                  
Timeline: 30 sessions (approximately 9 weeks)  
 
Unit Description:  
As a part of the study of Earth Systems, children will read informational text to learn about the various geological changes, their causes and their effect and 
impact on humans.  Children will study and document the timelines for famous volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, and storms.  Using scientific texts, children will 
study the scientific explanations for these events.  Using first-hand accounts both oral and written, children will explore the human impact of such events.  Using 
technology, children will interview people who were connected to recent events.  Writing and illustrating informational texts, children will share their 
understanding of both the science and the human side of these earth events.   
 
Standards for Foundations of Reading and Conventions of Writing - Within any given interdisciplinary unit, students will receive specific Montessori Lessons to 
address the foundational skills for reading and conventions for writing according to the individual needs of children as determined by classroom based 
assessments. Therefore, they are not listed in the unit chart, but separately in the pacing guide.    

Standards Alignment 4th Standards Alignment 5th Standards Alignment 6th Unit Concept/Big Ideas 
 

Essential Questions  



Sussex Montessori School    Attachment 4C - ELA Maps 

 4C-215 

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine the main idea text 

and explain how it is 
supported by key details, 
summarize the text. CC4RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
general academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to 
a grade 4 topic or subject 
area. CC4RI4 

Describe the overall structure 
(e.g. chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts or 
information in two or more 
texts.  CC5RI5 

Explain how an author uses 
reason and evidence to 
support particular points in 
a text. CC4RI8 

Integrate information from two 
texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak 
about the subject 
knowledgeably.  CC4RI9 

Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine two or more 

main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are 
supported by key 
details; summarize the 
text. CC5RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 
topic or subject area. 
CC5RI4 

Compare and contrast the 
overall structure (e.g. 
chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts 
or information in two or 
more texts.  CC5RI5 

Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to 
support particular 
points in a text, 
identifying which 
reasons and evidence 
support which points.  
CC5RI8 

Integrate information from 

Reading - Students Will: 
Determine the central idea of 

a text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; provide 
a summary of the text 
distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments. 
CC6RI2 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text 
including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 
and technical meanings.  
CC6RI4 

Analyze how a particular 
sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section fits 
into the overall structure 
of a text and contributes 
to the development of the 
ideas.  CC6RI5 

Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific 
claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons 
and evidence from claims 
that are not. CC6RI8 

Compare and contrast one 

Good readers employ 
strategies specific to a genre 
to help them understand 
text.  

Readers learn words from wide 
daily reading. 

We use speaking and listening 
skills to help us better 
understand each other. 

Our speaking and listening 
skills grow through our 
experiences and the 
feedback from teachers and 
peers 

The writing process helps 
writers get ideas organized 
and to produce a text.  

There are many reasons to 
write, including writing-to-
learn, writing to 
demonstrate learning, and 
writing for authentic 
purposes and audiences. 

Effective communication 
demands clear, concise, 
coherent, and accurate 
writing and speaking skills. 

Rules, conventions of language, 
help readers and listeners 
understand what is being 
communicated. 

What are strategies that I 
know to help me read 
this genre?  

What new words did I learn 
today? 

How do I show others I am 
listening to them? 

How do I show others that 
we understand what is 
being said   or asked? 

What is the writing 
process?  

How can I use the writing 
process to help me be a 
better writer?  

What is my purpose for 
writing and how does 
that influence the 
genre I will use?  

Does my writing, speech, 
and accompanying 
presentation materials 
clearly convey my 
message?  

Have I used the rules and 
conventions of 
language to clearly 
convey my message?  

When is information critical 
and when is it not? 

Why conduct research? 
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precise meaning of key 
words and phrases. CC4L4c 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Report on a topic or a text, tell a 

story, or recount an 
experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate 
facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to 
support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
CC4SL4 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.  
CC4L1 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and 
information clearly.   
a. Introduce a topic clearly 

and group related 
information in 
paragraphs and 
sections; including 
formatting (e.g. 
headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia when 

several texts on the 
same topic in order to 
write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably.  
CC5RI9 

Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation 
and determine or clarify 
the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases.  
CC5L4c 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Report on a topic or text or 

present an opinion, 
sequencing ideas 
logically and using 
appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive 
details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an 
understandable pace. 
CC5SL4 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar and usage 
when writing or 
speaking.  CC5L1 

Writing - Students Will: 

author’s presentation of 
events with that of 
another.  CC6RI9 

Consult reference materials, 
both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key 
words and phrases.  
CC6L4c 

Speaking and Listening- 
Students Will:  
Present claims and findings, 

sequencing ideas logically 
and using pertinent 
descriptions, facts, and 
details to accentuate main 
ideas or themes; use 
appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.  
CC6SL4 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English grammar and 
usage when writing or 
speaking.  CC6L1 

Writing - Students Will: 
Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and 

Understanding of a text’s 
features, structures, and 
characteristics facilitate the 
reader’s ability to make 
meaning of the text. 

Researchers gather and 
critique information from 
different sources for 
specific purposes. 

Researchers explore what they 
are learning by sharing it 
with others both verbally 
and in writing allowing 
others to expand their 
thinking and ideas.   

 
 
 
 

How do writers develop a 
well-written product? 

How can discussion 
increase our knowledge 
and understanding of 
ideas?  

How do readers and writers 
form and support 
opinions? 

Do I listen carefully to 
other’s ideas and use 
them to adapt my 
thinking about a topic?   
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useful to adding to 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples related to the 
topic.  

c. Link ideas within 
categories of 
information using words 
and phrases.  

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Provide a concluding 
statement or section 
related to the 
information or 
explanation presented. 

CC4W2   
With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 
technology, including the 
internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate 
with others.  CC4W6  

Conduct short research projects 

       Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and 
information clearly.   
a. Introduce a topic 

clearly, provide a 
general observation 
and focus, and 
group related 
information 
logically; including 
formatting (e.g. 
headings), 
illustrations, and 
multimedia when 
useful to adding to 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic 
with facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, 
or other information 
and examples 
related to the topic.  

c. Link ideas within 
and across 
categories of 
information using 
words and phrases.  

d. Use precise 
language and 

information through the 
selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant 
content.  

a. Introduce a topic; 
organize ideas, 
concepts and 
information, using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
classification, 
comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect; 
include 
formatting(e.g., 
headings), graphics 
9e.g. charts, tables), 
and multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 

c. Use appropriate 
transitions to clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concept.   
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that build knowledge 
through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 
CC4W7 

Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather 
relevant information from 
print and digital sources; 
take notes and categorize 
information and provide a 
list of sources.  CC4W8 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC4L2 

 
 
 

domain-specific 
vocabulary to 
inform about or 
explain the topic. 

e. Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section related to 
the information or 
explanation 
presented.   

CC5W2 
With some guidance and 

support from adults, use 
technology, including 
the internet, to produce 
and publish writing as 
well as to interact and 
collaborate with others.  
CC5W6 

 Conduct short research 
projects that use 
several sources of 
knowledge through 
investigation of 
different aspects of a 
topic. CC5W7 

Recall relevant information 
from experiences or 
gather relevant 
information from print 
and digital sources; 

d. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic.  

e. Establish and maintain 
a formal style. 

f. Provide a concluding 
statement of section 
that follows form the 
information or 
explanation 
presented.   

CC6W2   
Use technology, including the 

internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as 
to interact and collaborate 
with others. CC6W6 

Conduct short research 
projects to answer a 
question, drawing on 
several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry 
when appropriate.  
CC6W7 

Gather relevant information 
from multiple print and 
digital sources; assess the 
credibility of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
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summarize or 
paraphrase information 
in notes and finished 
work, and provide a list 
of sources.  CC4W8 

Demonstrate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
CC5L2 

 

of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing 
basic bibliographic 
information for sources.  
CC6W8 

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
CC6W9  

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of    standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC6L2 

 
Formative Assessments  
Observation 
Questioning (adult and student initiated) 
Questioning (creating questions to ask peers and answering 
questions fielded from peers and adults) 
Discussion (between peers and with adults) 
Interviewing 
Anecdotal Records 
Goal Setting Activities 
Summarizing 
Rubrics 
Surveys 
Learning Logs 
Graphic Organizers 
Writing process revisions and conferencing  
Practice presentations / revisions/ to final product 

Summative Assessments:  
• Children will produce timelines of various natural catastrophes documenting key 

events.  Timelines may be produced in many ways; digitally and with paper and pencil.  
They may be illustrated and documented with various mediums.  Choosing events that 
occurred in recent decades will allow students to combine their knowledge of the 
science connected with that event with the human impact using technology to gather 
real time stories and perhaps to conduct interviews with people who have experienced 
the event.  

•  Student will share their understanding of both the science and the human side of 
these events through informational text.   

• Students and teachers will develop rubrics based on the goals above to assist students 
with self and peer assessment activities.   

• Grade level and genre appropriate DDOE Writing Rubrics will be used to evaluate 
student writing, monitor progress, and determine instructional needs.   
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ELA Foundational Skills Guide for Fourth Grade 
By fourth grade, the ebb and flow of lessons related to words and their use is built into the interdisciplinary lessons with teachers constructively focusing on 
various aspects of the ideas below in each lesson.  Teacher will continue to incorporate specific Montessori Lessons with Montessori grammar materials and 
writing workshop lessons in writing conventions as needed by individual children and as appropriate for the writing that children are working on in the context of 
the interdisciplinary unit.   
The following guide allows teachers at SMS to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate Montessori materials, Word Study and Guided Reading 
Lessons, and Writing Workshops lessons to develop foundational skills in reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is based on the guide “Reading 
Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).    
Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom within which to 
place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated and personalized instruction across the multi-age classroom.  These lessons are embedded across the 
year in the integrated units which follow as appropriate for the child’s reading and writing expertise.     
Phonics and Word Recognition: Understanding phonics and recognizing high frequency words allows for children to recognize written words quickly and 
correctly, enhancing their opportunity to focus on meaning.  By this time most students should have little need for specific phonics instruction.     

Use combined knowledge of all 
letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words 
in context and out of context 
CCRF4.3A 
CCRF5.3A  

Big Ideas  
Prefixes and suffixes add 
meaning to words.  
I can easily break words apart to 
read them if I know common 
prefixes, suffixes and syllable 
rules.  
I can use my knowledge of 
prefixes, suffixes, and syllables to 
read words.  
There are some words that do 
not follow spelling rules.   
 

Essential Questions  
How can I recognize the patterns 
in words and use them to help 
me read a word?  
What are words that I need to 
memorize because they do not 
have a pattern and I read them 
often?   
How do I use my knowledge of 
prefixes, suffixes, and syllables 
for recognize words?   
Learning Targets:  
Read grade-level base words with 
the most common prefixes (in-, 
un-, mis-, dis-, re-, de- ) and 
suffixes (-ly, -er, -ion, -less, -ness) 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-period 
lesson: 
Word Study Activities 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during literature circles, Words Their Way Lessons, 
writing workshop, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd Edition   
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
DIBELS  
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and recognize how meaning of 
the base is changed by the affix.  
Fluently and accurately read 
multi- syllable words  
Read less common but 
predictable patterns for vowels 
 

Fluency – Fluency is the ability of the reader to recognize words in text quickly enough to derive meaning.  SMS teachers will use leveled guided reading materials 
for children to practice reading materials as matched to their Development Reading Assessment.   
Reading Targets for Fluency  
• Read on-level text with purpose 

and understanding. CC4RF4a 
• Read on-level prose and poetry 

orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on 
successive readings. CC4RF4b 

• Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and 
understanding rereading as 
necessary. CC4RF4c 

Big Ideas  
Reading text fluently helps me to 
keep ideas together and to 
understand what I read.  
I have strategies to confirm that 
what I read makes sense and to 
self-correct when it does not 
make sense.   
 

Essential Questions  
How can I use my knowledge of 
word segments and syllables to 
read words and text fluently?  
What strategies can I use to “fix” 
my reading when it does not 
make sense?     
 
Learning Targets:  
By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend informational texts 
in the 4th-5th complexity band 
proficiency, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the 
range, CC4RL10  
Children will use the cues of 
punctuation to guide them in 
getting meaning and fluently 
reading increasingly complex 
text.   
Children will use pacing and 
intonation to convey the 
meaning of the clauses and 

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during literature circles, Words Their Way Lessons, 
writing workshop, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd Edition   
DIBELS  
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phrases of the sentences they 
read aloud.   
Children independently use self-
correction strategies when text 
does not make sense.   

Writing and Speaking Conventions:  Children will understand that writing and speaking have certain conventions that allow us to convey meaning to those who 
listen to us or are reading our writing.  SMS teachers will assess children’s use of speaking and writing conventions and monitor their progress in the context of 
the integrated instruction units embedding specific lessons depending on what the children demonstrates that they understand about conventions and what 
they are confusing.   
 
 
Writing and Speaking Conventions:  
• Use rela�ve pronouns and 

rela�ve adverbs CC4L1a 
• Form and use progressive verb 

tenses CC4L1b 
• Use modular auxiliaries to convey 

various conditions.  CC4L1c 
• Order adjectives within sentences 

according to conventional 
patterns. CC4L1d 

• Form and use prepositional 
phrases CC4L1e 

• Form complete sentences, 
recognizing and correcting 
inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.  CC4L1f 

• Correctly use frequently confused 
words (to, too, two) CC4L1g 

When writing:  
• Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

Big Ideas  
There are certain rules 
(punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling) that everyone follows 
when writing that helps people 
to read and understand my 
writing.   
There are rules that we follow 
about word order that help 
people to understand what I am 
saying or writing.   
There are words the help to 
describe things and actions.   
There are words that can help me 
combine ideas when speaking or 
writing.  
Nouns and verbs relate to each 
other to convey meaning in a 
sentence.   
Rereading and editing my work 
will ensure that I have correct 

Essential Questions  
What are the rules that I need to 
use that will help people read my 
writing or understand what I am 
saying?  
How can I use adjectives and 
adverbs to help a reader or 
listener better visualize what I 
am writing or saying?  
How can I use conjunctions to 
combine ideas to better express 
my ideas when writing and 
speaking?  
How does editing and help me be 
a better writer?  
How does practicing what I want 
to say help me become a better 
speaker?   
What resources will help me with 
my writing and or speech so that 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-period 
lesson: 
Grammar Boxes 
Grammar Symbols and Activities 
Sentence Analysis Charts and Boxes 
Sentence Construction Materials 
Materials for irregular verbs 
Materials for verb forms 
Materials for conjugation of verbs.  
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of children 
during literature circles, Words Their Way Lessons, 
writing workshop, silent reading times, and 
classroom work periods.   
Portfolios of writing samples  
Anecdotal observations of children in classroom 
conversations and discussions with peers, with 
teachers, in group discussions and individua 
discussions.   
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capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. CC4L2 

• Use correct capitalization 
CC4L2a 

• Use commas and quotation 
marks to mark direct speech and 
quotations from a text. CC4L2b 

• Use comma before a 
coordinating conjunction in a 
compound sentence. CC4L2c 

• Spell grade appropriate words 
correctly, consul�ng references 
as needed.  CC4L2d 

When writing, speaking, or 
listening:  
Choose words and phrases to 
convey ideas precisely CC4L3a 
Choose punctuation for effect. 
CC4L3b.  
Differentiate between contexts 
that call for formal English and 
situations where informal discourse 
is appropriate. CC4L3  

spellings and have used words in 
a correct way to convey my 
meaning.  
Practicing what I want to say will 
help me to be sure that I am 
communicating clearly and using 
correct grammar.   
There are resources like 
dictionaries that I can use to help 
me find the correct spelling of a 
word or identify a word that will 
best convey the meaning I am 
trying to convey.   
My choice of words and phrases 
in my writing and speaking is 
important to help me convey 
meaning in an interesting 
manner.  
Listening for how people use 
words and phrases will help me 
to better understand their intent.   

I use the best words to convey 
what I want to communicate?  
 
Learning Targets 
Students will notice when words 
do not look correct and use 
strategies such as consulting 
reference materials to correct 
spelling.   
Students will write grammatically 
correct simple sentences using 
subjects, verbs, adverbs, and 
adjectives correctly.    
They will routinely rework, 
rewrite, edit and proofread 
writing to independently identify 
and correct errors in grammar 
and punctuation.   
Students will recognize when 
they need to ask clarifying 
questions to better understand 
what a speaker is trying to 
convey.  
Students will detect a variety of 
speech ambiguities and 
understand the intended 
meaning.   
Students will use words from 
their reading when writing about 
a topic demonstrating that they 
have options in making word 
choices in their writing.   

Summative Assessments  
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
Classroom writing samples 
Oral presentations of projects embedded in 
interdisciplinary instructional units.   
DDOE Writing Rubrics  
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Vocabulary Acquisition – Is embedded in integrated units.   
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ELA Foundational Skills Guide for Fifth Grade 
By fifth grade, the ebb and flow of lessons related to words and their use is built into the interdisciplinary lessons with teachers constructively focusing on various 
aspects of the ideas below in each lesson.  Teacher will continue to incorporate specific Montessori Lessons with Montessori grammar materials and writing 
workshop lessons in writing conventions as needed by individual children and as appropriate for the writing that children are working on in the context of the 
interdisciplinary unit.   
The following guide allows teachers at SMS to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate Montessori materials, Word Study and Guided Reading 
Lessons, and Writing Workshops lessons to develop foundational skills in reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is based on the guide “Reading 
Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).    
Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom within which to 
place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated and personalized instruction across the multi-age classroom.  These lessons are embedded across the 
year in the integrated units which follow as appropriate for the child’s reading and writing expertise.     
Phonics and Word Recognition: Understanding phonics and recognizing high frequency words allows for children to recognize written words quickly and 
correctly, enhancing their opportunity to focus on meaning.  By this time most students should have little need for specific phonics instruction.     

Use combined knowledge of all letter-
sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots 
and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
context and out of context  
CCRF5.3A  

Big Ideas  
Prefixes and suffixes add 
meaning to words.  
I can easily break words apart to 
read them if I know common 
prefixes, suffixes and syllable 
rules.  
I can use my knowledge of 
prefixes, suffixes, and syllables to 
read words.  
There are some words that do 
not follow spelling rules.   
 

Essential Questions  
How do I use my knowledge of 
prefixes, suffixes, and syllables 
for recognize words?   
Learning Targets:  
Read grade-level base words with 
the most common prefixes (in-, 
un-, mis-, dis-, re-, de- ) and 
suffixes (-ly, -er, -ion, -less, -ness) 
and recognize how meaning of 
the base is changed by the affix.  
Fluently and accurately read 
multi- syllable words  
Read less common but 
predictable patterns for vowels 
 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-
period lesson: 
Word Study Activities 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of 
children during literature circles, Words 
Their Way Lessons, writing workshop, 
silent reading times, and classroom work 
periods Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd 
Edition   
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
DIBELS  

Fluency – Fluency is the ability of the reader to recognize words in text quickly enough to derive meaning.  SMS teachers will use leveled guided reading materials 
for children to practice reading materials as matched to their Development Reading Assessment.   
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Reading Targets for Fluency  
• Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. CC5RF4a 
• Read on-level prose and poetry orally 

with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 
CC5RF4b 

• Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding 
rereading as necessary. CC5RF4c 

Big Ideas  
Reading text fluently helps me to 
keep ideas together and to 
understand what I read.  
I have strategies to confirm that 
what I read makes sense and to 
self-correct when it does not 
make sense.   
 

Essential Questions  
How can I use my knowledge of 
word segments and syllables to 
read words and text fluently?  
What strategies can I use to “fix” 
my reading when it does not 
make sense?     
 
Learning Targets:  
By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend informational texts 
in the 4th-5th complexity band 
independently and proficiently.  
CC5RL10  
Children will use the cues of 
punctuation to guide them in 
getting meaning and fluently 
reading increasingly complex 
text.   
Children will use pacing and 
intonation to convey the 
meaning of the clauses and 
phrases of the sentences they 
read aloud.   
Children independently use self-
correction strategies when text 
does not make sense.   

Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of 
children during literature circles, Words 
Their Way Lessons, writing workshop, 
silent reading times, and classroom work 
periods.   
Running Records  
Summative Assessments  
Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd 
Edition   
DIBELS  

Writing and Speaking Conventions:  Children will understand that writing and speaking have certain conventions that allow us to convey meaning to those who 
listen to us or are reading our writing.  SMS teachers will assess children’s use of speaking and writing conventions and monitor their progress in the context of 
the integrated instruction units embedding specific lessons depending on what the children demonstrates that they understand about conventions and what 
they are confusing.   
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Writing and Speaking Conventions:  
• Explain the func�on of conjunc�ons, 

preposi�ons, and interjec�ons in general 
and their func�on in par�cular sentences.  
CC5L1a 

• Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had 
walked; I have walked; I will have walked) 
verb tenses.CC5L1b 

• Use verb tense to convey various times, 
sequences, states, and conditions.CC5L1c 

• Recognize and correct inappropriate 
shi�s in verb tenseCC5L1d 

• Use correla�ve conjunc�ons (e.g., 
either/or, neither/nor).CC5L1e 

When writing:  
• Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC5L2 

• Use punctuation to separate items in a 
series.CC5L2a 

• Use a comma to separate an 
introductory element from the rest of 
the sentenceCC5L2b 

• Use a comma to set off the words yes 
and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a 
tag question from the rest of the 
sentence (e.g., It's true, isn't it?), and to 
indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, 
Steve?).CC5L2c 

• Use underlining, quotation marks, or 
italics to indicate titles of works CC5L2d 

Big Ideas  
There are certain rules 
(punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling) that everyone follows 
when writing that helps people 
to read and understand my 
writing.   
There are rules that we follow 
about word order that help 
people to understand what I am 
saying or writing.   
Rereading and editing my work 
will ensure that I have correct 
spellings and have used words in 
a correct way to convey my 
meaning.  
Practicing what I want to say will 
help me to be sure that I am 
communicating clearly and using 
correct grammar.   
There are resources like 
dictionaries that I can use to help 
me find the correct spelling of a 
word or identify a word that will 
best convey the meaning I am 
trying to convey.   
My choice of words and phrases 
in my writing and speaking is 
important to help me convey 
meaning in an interesting 
manner.  

Essential Questions  
What are the rules that I need to 
use that will help people read my 
writing or understand what I am 
saying?  
How can I use adjectives and 
adverbs to help a reader or 
listener better visualize what I 
am writing or saying?  
How can I use conjunctions to 
combine ideas to better express 
my ideas when writing and 
speaking?  
How does editing and help me be 
a better writer?  
How does practicing what I want 
to say help me become a better 
speaker?   
What resources will help me with 
my writing and or speech so that 
I use the best words to convey 
what I want to communicate?  
 
Learning Targets 
Students will notice when words 
do not look correct and use 
strategies such as consulting 
reference materials to correct 
spelling.   
Students will write grammatically 
correct simple sentences using 

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-
period lesson: 
Grammar Boxes 
Grammar Symbols and Activities 
Sentence Analysis Charts and Boxes 
Sentence Construction Materials 
Materials for irregular verbs 
Materials for verb forms 
Materials for conjugation of verbs.  
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of 
children during literature circles, Words 
Their Way Lessons, writing workshop, 
silent reading times, and classroom work 
periods.   
Portfolios of writing samples  
Anecdotal observations of children in 
classroom conversations and discussions 
with peers, with teachers, in group 
discussions and individua discussions.   
Summative Assessments  
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
Classroom writing samples 
Oral presentations of projects embedded 
in interdisciplinary instructional units.   
DDOE Writing Rubrics  
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• Spell grade appropriate words correctly, 
consul�ng references as needed.  
CC5L2e 

When writing, speaking, or listening:  
Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for 
meaning, reader/listener interest, and 
style. CC5L3a 
Choose punctuation for effect. CC5L3b.  
Compare and contrast the varieties of 
English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in 
stories, dramas, or poems. CC5L3  

Listening for how people use 
words and phrases will help me 
to better understand their intent.   

subjects, verbs, adverbs, and 
adjectives correctly.    
They will routinely rework, 
rewrite, edit and proofread 
writing to independently identify 
and correct errors in grammar 
and punctuation.   
Students will recognize when 
they need to ask clarifying 
questions to better understand 
what a speaker is trying to 
convey.  
Students will detect a variety of 
speech ambiguities and 
understand the intended 
meaning.   
Students will use words from 
their reading when writing about 
a topic demonstrating that they 
have options in making word 
choices in their writing.   
 

Vocabulary Acquisition – Is embedded in integrated units.   
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ELA Foundational Skills Guide for Sixth Grade 
By sixth grade, the ebb and flow of lessons related to words and their use is built into the interdisciplinary lessons with teachers constructively focusing on 
various aspects of the ideas below in each lesson.  Teacher will continue to incorporate specific Montessori Lessons with Montessori grammar materials and 
writing workshop lessons in writing conventions as needed by individual children and as appropriate for the writing that children are working on in the context of 
the interdisciplinary unit.   
The following guide allows teachers at SMS to use assessment data to match children to the appropriate Montessori materials, Word Study and Guided Reading 
Lessons, and Writing Workshops lessons to develop foundational skills in reading and conventions in writing.  The Pacing Guide is based on the guide “Reading 
Foundations: A Pacing Guide for Reading Instruction” found in Common Core Curriculum Maps: English Language Arts, (2012).    
Using informal and formal formative summative assessments to guide them, teachers have multiple groupings across the multi-age classroom within which to 
place children.  These groupings allow for differentiated and personalized instruction across the multi-age classroom.  These lessons are embedded across the 
year in the integrated units which follow as appropriate for the child’s reading and writing expertise.     
Writing and Speaking Conventions:  Children will understand that writing and speaking have certain conventions that allow us to convey meaning to those who 
listen to us or are reading our writing.  SMS teachers will assess children’s use of speaking and writing conventions and monitor their progress in the context of 
the integrated instruction units embedding specific lessons depending on what the children demonstrates that they understand about conventions and what 
they are confusing.   
Writing and Speaking Conventions:  
• Ensure that pronouns are in the proper 

case CC6L1a 
• Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, 

ourselves). CC6L1b 
• Recognize and correct inappropriate 

shifts in pronoun number and person 
CC6L1c 

• Recognize and correct vague pronouns 
(i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous 
antecedents).CC6L1d 

• Recognize varia�ons from standard 
English in their own and others' wri�ng 
and speaking, and iden�fy and use 
strategies to improve expression in 
conven�onal language CC6L1e 

When writing:  

Big Ideas  
There are certain rules 
(punctuation, capitalization, and 
spelling) that everyone follows 
when writing that helps people 
to read and understand my 
writing.   
There are rules that we follow 
about word order that help 
people to understand what I am 
saying or writing.   
Rereading and editing my work 
will ensure that I have correct 
spellings and have used words in 
a correct way to convey my 
meaning.  

Essential Questions  
What are the rules that I need to 
use that will help people read my 
writing or understand what I am 
saying?  
How can I use adjectives and 
adverbs to help a reader or 
listener better visualize what I 
am writing or saying?  
How can I use conjunctions to 
combine ideas to better express 
my ideas when writing and 
speaking?  
How does editing and help me be 
a better writer?  

Montessori Materials  
Observations of third period of the three-
period lesson: 
Grammar Boxes 
Grammar Symbols and Activities 
Sentence Analysis Charts and Boxes 
Sentence Construction Materials 
Materials for irregular verbs 
Materials for verb forms 
Materials for conjugation of verbs.  
 
Formative Assessments 
Anecdotal recordings of observations of 
children during literature circles, Words 
Their Way Lessons, writing workshop, 
silent reading times, and classroom work 
periods.   
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• Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. CC6L2 

• Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements 
CC6L2a 

• Spell correctly. CC6L2b 
When writing, speaking, or listening:  
Vary sentence patterns for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, and style. CC6L3a 
Maintain consistency in style and tone. 
CC6L3b.  
 

Practicing what I want to say will 
help me to be sure that I am 
communicating clearly and using 
correct grammar.   
There are resources like 
dictionaries that I can use to help 
me find the correct spelling of a 
word or identify a word that will 
best convey the meaning I am 
trying to convey.   
My choice of words and phrases 
in my writing and speaking is 
important to help me convey 
meaning in an interesting 
manner.  
Listening for how people use 
words and phrases will help me 
to better understand their intent.   

How does practicing what I want 
to say help me become a better 
speaker?   
What resources will help me with 
my writing and or speech so that 
I use the best words to convey 
what I want to communicate?  
 
Learning Targets 
Students will notice when words 
do not look correct and use 
strategies such as consulting 
reference materials to correct 
spelling.   
Students will write grammatically 
correct simple sentences using 
subjects, verbs, adverbs, and 
adjectives correctly.    
They will routinely rework, 
rewrite, edit and proofread 
writing to independently identify 
and correct errors in grammar 
and punctuation.   
Students will recognize when 
they need to ask clarifying 
questions to better understand 
what a speaker is trying to 
convey.  

Portfolios of writing samples  
Anecdotal observations of children in 
classroom conversations and discussions 
with peers, with teachers, in group 
discussions and individua discussions.   
Summative Assessments  
Words Their Way Spelling Inventories 
Classroom writing samples 
Oral presentations of projects embedded 
in interdisciplinary instructional units.   
DDOE Writing Rubrics  
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Students will detect a variety of 
speech ambiguities and 
understand the intended 
meaning.   
Students will use words from 
their reading when writing about 
a topic demonstrating that they 
have options in making word 
choices in their writing.   
 

Vocabulary Acquisition – Is embedded in integrated units.   


