
LONGWOOD FOUNDATION, INC. 

www. longwoodfoundation. org 

100 WEST 10TH STREET, SUITE 1109 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19801-1694 

302-683-8200 

December 18, 2017 

Delaware Department of Education 
401 Federal Street, Suite #2 
Dover, DE 19901 

Attention: Charter School Office 

On behalf of the Longwood Foundation, I am writing in support of the authorization of Sussex 
Montessori School as a state-authorized charter school in Delaware. 

The Longwood Foundation has a strong interest in K-12 education in the state of Delaware stemming 
back to our roots with Pierre S. du Pont's work in the public schools. While the population in Sussex 
County has experienced tremendous growth, the educational choices for families living there are limited 
in comparison to other areas of the state. Whereas the eastern portion of Sussex is growing due to 
retirees, many families are finding properties more affordable in the western area of the county. As the 
housing industry and the population expands, the area lacks educational options. With future projected 
growth, educational choices are going to become a major deciding factor for families looking to relocate 
to the Sussex region. In addition, better educational options will attract new community members to a 
growing regional economy. 

Three years ago, the Longwood Foundation encouraged investment in a charter school to serve low 
income students in southern Delaware. Montessori Works, Inc. took up the challenge to address the 
educational needs of this population alongside us a few months later. The Montessori model focuses on 
a personalized learning approach for the child. Decades of research has shown that the Montessori 
approach builds independent learners who are primed to be not only academically prepared but also 
innovators, leaders, and collaborators and is highly effective with a diverse range of students, including 
English Language Learners, students with special needs, gifted learners, and the economically 
disadvantaged. Montessori Works has engaged in conversations with the Sussex County community, 
businesses, education leaders, and families and has garnered support for Sussex Montessori School. 

To-date, the Longwood Foundation has invested $150,000. The Foundation is committed to this project 
and will provide an additional $350,000 towards start-up costs once the charter is approved. 
Additionally, we anticipate a request of $500,000 in the spring of2018 which, given the investment of 
time and funding already committed, will be of great interest to our Trustees. To ensure that the school 
is successful, the Foundation is willing to consider additional requests for funding in the spring of 2020. 

We would greatly appreciate your willingness to give Sussex Montessori School a chance to provide the 
educational opportunities this community deserves. 

Respectfully, 

-1but:---
President 

Sussex Montessori School Attachment 15 - Evidence of Support

1| Attachment 15



Sussex Montessori School Attachment 15 - Evidence of Support

2| Attachment 15



Sussex Montessori School Attachment 15 - Evidence of Support

3| Attachment 15



Sussex Montessori School Attachment 15 - Evidence of Support

4| Attachment 15



One	Day,	all	children	in	Delaware	will	attend	an	excellent	school.	

Lead	For	Delaware	

1313	North	Market	Street	

Wilmington,	DE	19801	

22	December	2017	

Dear	Department	of	Education:	

I	would	like	to	express	my	support	for	Montessori	Works	Incorporated	which	is	filing	an	
application	to	the	Delaware	Department	of	Education	for	Sussex	Montessori	School	as	a	state-

authorized	charter	school	in	Delaware.				

The	Lead	For	Delaware	program	is	rooted	in	research-based,	exploratory	and	collaborative	learning	
experiences	for	adults	interested	in	being	not	only	leaders	of	schools,	but	leaders	of	communities.	

We	espouse	the	belief	that	such	leadership	requires	a	special	set	of	dispositions,	including	but	not	

limited	to:	1)	a	commitment	to	engaging	deeply	in	advanced	research,	2)	the	ability	to	think	

independently	and	3)	a	conviction	that	all	children,	regardless	of	their	culture,	background	or	zip	
code,	can	achieve	at	society-changing	levels.	It	is	precisely	this	belief	that	undergirds	our	support	

for	a	Montessori	educational	model	in	Sussex	County.		

Montessori	is	a	personalized	learning	approach	providing	an	environment	designed	to	support	

children’s	developing	brains,	allowing	them	the	freedom	to	work	on	areas	of	interest,	and	the	

structure	to	be	innovative,	creative,	and	to	collaborate	with	peers.	This	approach	builds	

independent	learners	who	are	primed	to	be	contributing	members	of	the	greater	community	
whether	it	be	their	future	school,	community,	or	business.	This	approach	is	particularly	effective	

with	a	diverse	range	of	students,	including	English	Language	Learners,	students	with	special	needs,	

gifted	learners,	and	the	economically	disadvantaged.				

We	are	supportive	of	the	work	of	Montessori	Works	Incorporated	in	establishing	this	school.		Once	

authorization	occurs	and	the	work	of	starting	up	begins,	we	look	forward	to	supporting	the	school	

in	any	way	we	can	to	ensure	it	is	ready	to	receive	its	inaugural	class.		We	would	greatly	appreciate	

you	giving	Sussex	Montessori	the	opportunity	to	provide	educational	opportunities	for	its	
deserving	community.				

Thank	you.			

Sincerely,	

Angela	Harvey-Bowen		

Senior	Managing	Director,	Leadership		
Teach	For	America		
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December 1, 2017 
 
Linda Zankowsky 
Board Chair, Montessori Works 
Lindaz@montessoriworksde.org 
302-388-8124 
 
 
Dear Linda: 
 
Thank you for engaging Chura and Associates to assist with this exciting project.  As  
discussed,  your board has requested our help with identification with as many as  
three sites suitable for a new Sussex County Charter Elementary School with a  
projected buildout of 455 students.  Services also include assistance with soliciting   
financing for the selected site, and complete construction management  including  
design, engineering and construction.   
 
Our work will commence effective December 2017 and will continue during the 
Charter application review process in the winter/spring of 2018.  It is anticipated  
that upon approval of the charter for Sussex Montessori School, the site identified as 
“number 1” will be secured via a long term lease.  If this site does not materialize,  
then the details to acquire site “number 2” will be completed by July 2018.  If  
necessary site “number 3”,  which has been identified as temporary site for the 
school for the first 3 years of operation, would be advanced for occupancy should 
the other options not materialize.    
 
On the chance that the above options cannot proceed forward, we will work to identify a 
suitable facility prior to January 1, 2019.   We will ensure that the facility is in full 
compliance with all applicable codes and regulations prior to the opening of the school. 
Construction on the facility will be completed no later than late spring of 2019 so that a 
Certificate of Occupancy) can be obtained by your deadline of June 15, 2019. 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity.  We look forward to bringing this school to a 
successful opening. 
 
 
Mark R. Chura 
 

 
Principal 
302.542.3305 
mark@chura-assc.com 
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dach 
LINGO 
REALTOR 

December 21, 2016 

Delaware Department of Education 
The Townsend Building 
401 Federal Street, Suite 2 
Dover, DE 19901-3639 

Dear Department of Education: 

I would like to express my support for Montessori Works Delaware which is filing an application to the 
Delaware Department of Education for Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized charter school in 
Delaware. 

Sussex County is experiencing and will continue to experience high rates of population growth over the 
next decade. While the eastern portion of Sussex is growing due to retirees, many families are finding 
more affordable properties in the western areas of the state. Sussex County needs educational choices 
for parents as families grow. These choices will also attract new community members to a growing 
regional economy. 

More importantly, the availability of a Montessori educational model is much needed in this area. 
Montessori is a personalized learning approach providing an environment designed to support children's 
developing brains, allowing them the freedom to work on areas of interest, and the structure to be 
innovative, creative, and to collaborate with peers. This approach builds independent learners who are 
primed to be contributing members of the greater community whether it be their future school, community, 
or business. This approach is particularly effective with a diverse range of students, including English 
Language Learners, students with special needs, gifted learners, and the economically disadvantaged. 

We are supportive of the work of Montessori Works Delaware in developing this school. It is our plan that 
once the school is authorized and start-up begins, we will participate in supporting this school with what it 
needs to succeed. We would greatly appreciate your willingness to give Sussex Montessori a chance to 
provide the educational opportunities this community deserves. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Bryce M/Lingo 
Vice President-Broker, Jack Lingo Inc., REALTOR 
Chairman, J. G. Townsend Jr. & Company 
Vice President-Jungle Jims Inc. 

Rehoboth Beach 
246 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
ph 302 -227 -3883 / 800 -345-3469 

fax 302-227-4686 

Lewes 
1240 Kings Highway 

Lewes, DE 19958 
ph 302-645-2207 / 800-331-4241 

fax 302-645-5261 

Millsboro 
28442 DuPont Boulevard 

Millsboro, DE 19966 
ph 302-934-3970 / 888-934-3970 

fax 302-934-3974 

03 Cr 
	

JackLingo.com  
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310 Virginia Ave. 
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Phone:  

302-262-9459 
 

Fax:  
410-690-3377 

 
Website: 

www.healthysussex .org 

 
 

December 21, 2016 

 

Delaware Department of Education 

The Townsend Building 

401 Federal Street, Suite 2 

Dover, DE 19901-3639 

 

Dear Department of Education:  

 

  

I would like to express my support for Montessori Works Delaware which is filing an 

application to the Delaware Department of Education for Sussex Montessori School as 

a state-authorized charter school in Delaware.    

 

Sussex County is experiencing and will continue to experience high rates of 

population growth over the next decade.  While the eastern portion of Sussex is 

growing due to retirees, many families are finding more affordable properties in the 

western areas of the state.  Sussex County needs educational choices for parents as 

families grow.  These choices will also attract new community members to a growing 

regional economy.  

 

More importantly, the availability of a Montessori educational model is much needed 

in this area.  Montessori is a personalized learning approach providing an environment 

designed to support children’s developing brains, allowing them the freedom to work 

on areas of interest, and the structure to be innovative, creative, and to collaborate 

with peers.  This approach builds independent learners who are primed to be 

contributing members of the greater community whether it be their future school, 

community, or business.   This approach is particularly effective with a diverse range 

of students, including English Language Learners, students with special needs, gifted 

learners, and the economically disadvantaged.    

 

We are supportive of the work of Montessori Works Delaware in developing this 

school.  It is our plan that once the school is authorized and start-up begins, we will 

participate in supporting this school with what it needs to succeed.  We would greatly 

appreciate your willingness to give Sussex Montessori a chance to provide the 

educational opportunities this community deserves.    

 

Thank you.    

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Peggy Geisler 

Executive Director 

Sussex County Health Coalition 
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November 15th, 2017 
 
  
 
Dear Department of Education:  
 
  
I would like to express my support for Montessori Works Incorporated which is filing an 
application to the Delaware Department of Education for Sussex Montessori School as a state-
authorized charter school in Delaware.    
 
Sussex County is experiencing and will continue to experience high rates of population growth 
over the next decade.  While the eastern portion of Sussex is growing due to retirees, many 
families are finding more affordable properties in the western areas of the state.  Sussex County 
needs educational choices for parents as families grow.  These choices will also attract new 
community members to a growing regional economy.  
 
More importantly, the availability of a Montessori educational model is much needed in this 
area.  Montessori is a personalized learning approach providing an environment designed to 
support children’s developing brains, allowing them the freedom to work on areas of interest, 
and the structure to be innovative, creative, and to collaborate with peers.  This approach builds 
independent learners who are primed to be contributing members of the greater community 
whether it be their future school, community, or business.   This approach is particularly 
effective with a diverse range of students, including English Language Learners, students with 
special needs, gifted learners, and the economically disadvantaged.    
 
I am supportive of the work of Montessori Works Incorporated in developing a school in Sussex 
County.  It is my intention that once the school is authorized and start-up begins, we will 
participate in supporting this school with what it needs to succeed.  I am hopeful for your 
department’s willingness to give Sussex Montessori a chance to provide the educational 
opportunities Sussex County deserves.    
 
Thank you.    
 
  
 
Sincerely,  
 

  
 
  
Tom Thunstrom 
Owner, Sand Dollar Nonprofit Solutions  
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December 28, 2016 
 
 
Delaware Department of Education 
The Townsend Building 
401 Federal Street, Suite 2 
Dover, DE  19901-3639 
 
Dear Delaware Department of Education: 
 
I am pleased to write this letter of support for Montessori Works Delaware for its application 
for Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized charter school in Delaware.    
 
Sussex County is experiencing and will continue to experience high rates of population 
growth over the next decade.  While the eastern portion of Sussex is growing due to retirees, 
many families are finding more affordable properties in the western areas of the state.  
Sussex County needs educational choices for parents as families grow.  These choices will 
also attract new community members to a growing regional economy.  More importantly, the 
availability of a Montessori educational model is much needed in this area.   
 
Montessori is a personalized learning approach providing an environment designed to 
support children’s developing brains, allowing them the freedom to work on areas of 
interest, and the structure to be innovative, creative, and to collaborate with peers.  This 
approach builds independent learners who are primed to be contributing members of the 
greater community whether it be their future school, community, or business.  This approach 
is particularly effective with a diverse range of students, including English Language 
Learners, students with special needs, gifted learners, and the economically disadvantaged.    
 
I am supportive of the work of Montessori Works Delaware in developing this school.  In 
addition, it is my plan that once the school is authorized and start-up begins, I will 
participate in supporting this school with what it needs to succeed.  I would greatly 
appreciate your willingness to give Sussex Montessori a chance to provide the educational 
opportunities this community deserves.    
 
Thank you.    
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Claudia Peña Porretti, J.D., CFRE 
Executive Vice President 
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December 23, 2016 
 
  
 
Dear Department of Education:  
 
  
I would like to express my support for Montessori Works Incorporated which is filing an application to the 
Delaware Department of Education for a Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized charter school in 
Delaware.    
 
Sussex County is experiencing and will continue to experience high rates of population growth over the next 
decade.  While the eastern portion of Sussex is growing due to retirees, many families are finding more 
affordable properties in the western areas of the state.  
 
Having experienced the value of a Montessori education for my children, and watching the extreme success of 
public access to Montessori in New Castle County, I am a strong supporter of the expansion of this method 
wherever possible. Montessori is a personalized learning approach providing an environment designed to 
support children’s developing brains, allowing them the freedom to work on areas of interest, and the structure 
to be innovative, creative, and to collaborate with peers.  This approach builds socially adaptive, aware, and 
independent learners who are primed to be contributing members of the greater community whether it be their 
future school, community, or business.  The approach is particularly effective with a diverse range of students, 
including English Language Learners, students with special needs, gifted learners, and the economically 
disadvantaged.    
 
I am supportive of the work of Montessori Works Incorporated and would appreciate your willingness to give 
Sussex Montessori a chance to provide access and choice to a wholly different model of educational 
opportunity.  
 
  
Sincerely,  
 

  
 
 Laurisa Schutt 
Executive Director 
Teach For America- Delaware 
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LINGO 
REALTOR 

December 21, 2016 

Delaware Department of Education 
The Townsend Building 
401 Federal Street, Suite 2 
Dover, DE 19901-3639 

Dear Department of Education. 

I would like to express my support for Montessori Works Delaware which is filing an application to the 
Delaware Department of Education for Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized charter school in 
Delaware. 

Sussex County is experiencing and will continue to experience high rates of population growth over the 
next decade. While the eastern portion of Sussex is growing due to retirees, many families are finding 
more affordable properties in the western areas of the state. Sussex County needs educational choices 
for parents as families grow. These choices will also attract new community members to a growing 
regional economy. 

More importantly, the availability of a Montessori educational model is much needed in this area. 
Montessori is a personalized learning approach providing an environment designed to support children's 
developing brains, allowing them the freedom to work on areas of interest, and the structure to be 
innovative, creative, and to collaborate with peers. This approach builds independent learners who are 
primed to be contributing members of the greater community whether it be their future school, community, 
or business. This approach is particularly effective with a diverse range of students, including English 
Language Learners, students with special needs, gifted learners, and the economically disadvantaged. 

We are supportive of the work of Montessori Works Delaware in developing this school. It is our plan that 
once the school is authorized and start-up begins, we will participate in supporting this school with what it 
needs to succeed. We would greatly appreciate your willingness to give Sussex Montessori a chance to 
provide the educational opportunities this community deserves. 

Thank you. 

Jessica Crampton-Bradley 

Realtor, Jack Lingo Inc., REALTOR 

Rehoboth Beach 
246 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
ph 302-227-3883 / 800-345-3469 

fax 302-227-4686 

Lewes 
1240 Kings Highway 

Lewes, DE 19958 
ph 302-645-2207 / 800-331-4241 

fax 302-645-5261 

Millsboro 
28442 DuPont Boulevard 

Millsboro, DE 19966 
ph 302-934-3970 / 888-934-3970 

fax 302-934-3974 

® Q 	 JackLingo.com  
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Dear Secretary Godowsky and Department of Education Leaders,   December 27, 2016  
 
I am writing to express my support for Montessori Works Delaware, which is filing an application to the 
Delaware Department of Education for Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized charter school in 
Delaware.    
 
As a homeowner in the Counties of New Castle and Sussex, I have witnessed tremendous growth in the 
population of Sussex County over the past years 10 years. Unfortunately, as the population has significantly 
grown, the number of high quality educational options for families has not. As an educator and a mother, I 
have spent much time with colleagues and other parents discussing the limited educational choices for Sussex 
County families, as compared to the choices available to New Castle County families.  Clearly, Sussex County 
needs additional educational options in order to meet the needs of children and their families and to attract 
new community members to a growing regional economy.  
 
Montessori Works Delaware has the ability to support the implementation of Montessori programming to 
address unmet educational needs in Sussex County. Decades of research has proven the Montessori approach 
to be highly effective with a diverse range of students, including English Language Learners, students with 
special needs, gifted learners, and the economically disadvantaged.    
 
I support the work of Montessori Works Delaware in developing high quality Montessori programming in 
Sussex County, and I ask that the Delaware Department of Education to authorize the charter for the Sussex 
Montessori School.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dawn E. Alexander 
Preschool Expansion Coordinator 
Colonial School District  
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Kelly Dakin
101 Troy Ave
Wilmington, DE 19804
484-883-4227
 
December 28, 2016
 
 
Dear Department of Education:
 
I would like to express my support for Montessori Works Delaware which is filing an application 
to the Delaware Department of Education for Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized 
charter school in Delaware.  
 
Sussex County is experiencing and will continue to experience high rates of population growth 
over the next decade.  While the eastern portion of Sussex is growing due to retirees, many 
families are finding more affordable properties in the western areas of the state.  Sussex County 
needs educational choices for parents as families grow.  These choices will also attract new 
community members to a growing regional economy.
 
More importantly, the availability of a Montessori educational model is much needed in this area.  
Montessori is a personalized learning approach providing an environment designed to support 
children’s developing brains, allowing them the freedom to work on areas of interest, and the 
structure to be innovative, creative, and to collaborate with peers.  This approach builds 
independent learners who are primed to be contributing members of the greater community 
whether it be their future school, community, or business.   This approach is particularly effective 
with a diverse range of students, including English Language Learners, students with special 
needs, gifted learners, and the economically disadvantaged.  
 
We are supportive of the work of Montessori Works Delaware in developing this school.  We are 
not located in the immediate area but know and understand the importance of Montessori 
education. We anticipate moving in the next few years and will search out Montessori education 
for our children. We would greatly appreciate your willingness to give Sussex Montessori a 
chance to provide the educational opportunities this community deserves.  
 
Thank you.  
 
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 

 
 
Kelly Dakin
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Jack L. Ay 
4100 Arkansas Ave NW 
Washington, DC20011 
 
 
 
Dear	  Delaware	  Department	  of	  Education	  Leaders,	   	   	   	   	   	   December	  27,	  2016	  	  
	  
I	  am	  writing	  in	  support	  of	  Montessori	  Works	  Delaware.	  They	  are	  filing	  an	  application	  to	  the	  Delaware	  
Department	  of	  Education	  for	  Sussex	  Montessori	  Schools	  as	  a	  state-‐authorized	  charter	  school	  in	  Delaware.	  	  	  	  
	  
I	  am	  a	  business	  owner	  in	  Washington	  DC	  where	  I	  reside,	  and	  I	  am	  a	  second	  home	  owner	  in	  the	  Rehoboth	  
Beach,	  Sussex	  County	  area.	  Over	  the	  years	  I	  have	  witnessed	  tremendous	  growth	  in	  the	  population	  of	  Sussex	  
County.	  I	  come	  here	  often	  for	  business	  as	  well	  as	  pleasure.	  My	  music	  business	  does	  workshops	  for	  Sussex	  area	  
music	  teachers,	  both	  public	  and	  parochial.	  I	  have	  noticed	  that	  as	  the	  population	  in	  Sussex	  has	  grown,	  the	  
options	  for	  high	  quality	  education	  have	  not.	  As	  a	  music	  educator	  and	  former	  teacher,	  I	  have	  had	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  work	  with	  and	  sponsor	  many	  clinics	  and	  workshops	  in	  the	  mid-‐Atlantic	  region.	  It	  has	  become	  
apparent	  that	  the	  choices	  for	  families	  in	  the	  Sussex	  area	  are	  much	  more	  limited,	  as	  compared	  to	  other	  regions	  
of	  similar	  size.	  With	  future	  projected	  growth,	  educational	  choices	  are	  going	  to	  become	  a	  major	  deciding	  factor	  
for	  families	  looking	  to	  relocate	  to	  the	  Sussex	  region.	  	  
	  
The	  Montessori	  approach	  provides	  children	  with	  personalized	  learning	  opportunities,	  and	  it	  fosters	  the	  
development	  of	  independence,	  responsibility,	  and	  problem-‐solving	  skills.	  	  	  Research	  has	  proven	  the	  
Montessori	  approach	  to	  be	  highly	  effective	  for	  children	  from	  a	  variety	  of	  backgrounds	  and	  with	  differing	  
learning	  abilities,	  including	  English	  Language	  Learners,	  students	  with	  identified	  special	  needs,	  advanced	  
learners,	  and	  students	  living	  in	  poverty.	  	  	  Montessori	  Works	  Delaware	  has	  the	  ability	  and	  the	  committment	  to	  
support	  the	  implementation	  of	  Montessori	  programming,	  in	  order	  to	  better	  meet	  the	  educational	  needs	  of	  
children	  in	  Sussex	  County.	  
	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  recommend	  that	  the	  Delaware	  Department	  of	  Education	  authorize	  the	  charter	  for	  Sussex	  
Montessori	  School	  for	  Montessori	  Works	  Delaware.	  I	  find	  Montessori	  School	  programing	  to	  be	  of	  the	  highest	  
quality	  and	  it	  would	  be	  an	  asset	  to	  the	  area.	  
	  	  
	  
Sincerely,	  

Jack L, Ay 
 
Jack	  L.	  Ay	  
Musical	  Source,	  LLC	  
Founder	  and	  Former	  President	  
Consultant	  
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December	  27,	  2016	  
	  	  
James	  Krebsbach	  
20898	  East	  Drive	  
Rehoboth	  Beach,	  DE	  19971	  
	  	  
	  	  
Dear	  Delaware	  Department	  of	  Education,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  	  
I	  am	  writing	  this	  letter	  to	  make	  you	  aware	  that	  I	  support	  Montessori	  Works	  Delaware	  and	  encourage	  
you	  to	  approve	  their	  application	  to	  the	  Delaware	  Department	  of	  Education	  for	  Sussex	  Montessori	  
Schools	  as	  a	  state-‐authorized	  charter	  school	  in	  Delaware.	  	  	  
	  	  
I	  will	  soon	  be	  retiring	  from	  the	  legal	  profession	  in	  Washington,	  D.C.	  and	  moving	  to	  my	  second	  home	  in	  
Rehoboth	  Beach.	  In	  my	  years	  as	  a	  resident	  of	  Washington,	  D.C.,	  I	  have	  come	  to	  know	  two	  students	  who	  
have	  attended	  the	  local	  Montessori	  school.	  They	  are	  now	  young	  adults	  and	  the	  skills	  they	  acquired	  
though	  the	  Montessori	  system	  of	  learning	  has	  been,	  I	  believe,	  invaluable	  in	  helping	  them	  become	  
responsible	  thoughtful	  young	  adults	  with	  bright	  futures	  in	  their	  personal	  and	  professional	  lives.	  I	  
believe	  The	  Montessori	  approach	  provides	  children	  with	  an	  excellent	  education	  that	  helps	  them	  
develop	  independence,	  responsibility,	  and	  problem-‐solving	  skills	  that	  are	  necessary	  for	  them	  to	  
become	  successful	  adults.	  This	  approach	  has	  been	  proven	  to	  work	  for	  all	  types	  of	  students	  no	  matter	  
their	  parents’	  income	  level	  or	  social	  background.	  	  I	  believe	  Montessori	  School	  programs	  to	  be	  of	  the	  
highest	  quality,	  and	  they	  would	  be	  an	  asset	  to	  Sussex	  County.	  
	  	  
I	  recommend	  that	  the	  Delaware	  Department	  of	  Education	  authorize	  the	  charter	  for	  Sussex	  Montessori	  
School	  for	  Montessori	  Works	  Delaware.	  I	  doing	  so	  you	  will	  be	  allowing	  the	  children	  of	  Sussex	  County	  
the	  opportunity	  to	  get	  the	  high	  quality	  education	  they	  deserve.	  	  
	  	  
	  	  
Respectfully,	  
James Krebsbach	  
 James	  Krebsbach	  
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Joseph and Melinda Kempista 
106 Cobblers Ln
Lincoln University, PA 19352 

 
December 26, 2016 

 

Dear Department of Education: 

 
I would like to express my support for Montessori Works Delaware which is filing an application 
to the Delaware Department of Education for Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized 
charter school in Delaware.   

As a family who has seen the benefits of a Montessori setting, we full-heartily support the en-
deavor to offer this experience to as many families as possible. Our children have grown and 
thrived throughout their school years and we believe it is in part due to the independent and 
open-minded learning environment of a Montessori setting.

When a child is placed in a Montessori classroom, a personalized learning approach provides 
an environment designed to support their developing brains; allowing them the freedom to work 
on areas of interest, and the structure to be innovative, creative, and to collaborate with peers. 
Our children began their schooling in this setting and we have seen them excel as they have 
continued to use these learning approaches even now in a traditional high school classroom. 

We are supportive of the work of Montessori Works Delaware in developing this school. We 
would greatly appreciate your willingness to give Sussex Montessori a chance to provide the 
educational opportunities this community deserves.   

Thank you.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph and Melinda Kempista 
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PARENT EDUCATION CONSULTING SERVICES 

5702 Highland Court 

Wilmington, DE 19802 

302.762.0563 

 

December 21, 2016 

 

 

Dear Department of Education, 

 

Upon hearing that Montessori Works Delaware was filing an application to the Department of 

Education for a Sussex Montessori School as a state-authorized charter school in Delaware I became 

very excited.  

 

I have been involved with Montessori schools for over 40 years, training teachers in classroom 

management and teaching parenting skills to caregivers. I have also had grandchildren who have 

benefitted from the Montessori Method of learning. I watched how the personalized learning and the 

structure of the learning environment helped them to become independent learners knowing how to 

manage their time, problem solve, work in groups,  have the freedom to share their ideas and to 

create projects important to them. All these skills have led them to become very effective 

contributing members of the community. 

 

In my position as a parent educator I have had the privilege of working state wide and personally 

know that the diverse range of students in Sussex County could benefit greatly from a Montessori 

Charter School.  I see no reason why this school would not only be an asset to the educational 

community in Sussex County but it would also be highly successful.  

 

Please give this application serious consideration. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Yvonne Nass  

 

Yvonne Nass 

Parent Education Consultant  
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