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M5, NAGOURNEY: W are going to nove

on to our next school, MOT. Wth that, let's begin.
Good eveni ng. I declare this public
heari ng to be open. My nane i s Jennifer Nagourney.

I|"mthe Executive Director of the Charter School
Ofice to the Del aware Departnent of Educati on, and
I have been appoi nted by the Secretary of Educati on
to conduct this public hearing.

MOT Charter School has applied for
the renewal of its charter. As required by | aw, the
matter was referred to the Charter School
Accountability Commttee. The Comm ttee has i ssued
its final report, which recommended renewal of the
charter w thout conditions.

This joint public hearing is being
held by the Departnent of Education and the State
Board of Education to assist in the decision of
whet her the criteria set forth for renewal in the
Del awar e Code have been sati sfi ed. Thi s heari ng
provi des the school with an opportunity to receive
publ i ¢ conmrent.

Il will now ask the others with ne
today to i ntroduce thensel ves.

M5, HI CKEY: My nane i s Catherine
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H ckey. |'"'m a Deputy Attorney General with the
Del awar e Departnent of Justice, and | am serving as
counsel to the hearing officer this evening.

MS.  JOHNSON: | " m Donna Johnson, the
Executive Director of the Del aware State Board of
Educati on.

MS. BUNTI NG Ni na Lou Bunting, State
Board of Educati on.

MS. NAGOURNEY: I would like the
record to reflect the notice of the tine, date, and
pl ace of today's public hearing was published in the
News Journal and the Del aware State News.

In addi tion, notice was posted with
the Charter School Accountability Commttee's
official place of business, on the Departnent of
Education's official website, and on the State
Public Meeting Cal endar on the State's offici al
websi t e.

Further, the school was personally
notified of the tine, date, and pl ace of today's
publ i c heari ng.

A court reporter is present so that a
record of this hearing can be nade. It will be

necessary for each speaker to clearly identify
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hi nrsel f or herself before beginning to speak so that
the court reporter will be able to know who you are.

The record of this hearing will be
provided to the Secretary of Educati on and nenbers
of the State Board of Education, together with any
witten or el ectronic coment.

W will proceed in the foll ow ng
manner : First, we wll hear from any
representati ves of the charter who wi sh to comment,
and then we wll take comments from anybody el se who

desires to speak. There is a sign-up sheet in the

back. I have four representatives from MOT and one
speaker. Is that correct? Excellent.

I will ask you to keep your statenent
to about three m nutes. | tend to be as |iberal as

time and reason allow in accepti ng comment s.
However, | do reserve the right to limt coments if
it's purely repetitive or cunul ati ve. At this point
we Wil accept comments from your representative.
MR STRANGE: Al right. So, hell o.
My nanme is Christian Strange. I"'min tenth grade.
I go to the MOTI Charter School. And today |I'm here
to Ii ke tal k about how great the school is and |ike

what progress they nade out of ne and |li ke all the
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student s.

And | nust say that |ike out of all
the schools | have been to, this one stood out to be
t he nost. Because a little bit about nyself back
t hen: | used to be a student that didn't really
wor k t hat nuch. | didn't really put that nuch
effort into his work and didn't really like want to
get hinmself notivated to want to do better.

And |like the day I went to ninth

grade, this is at MOI, | nean, of course sone of the
stuff carried on with ne, because | was kind of |ike
still the sane person that | was back then. But

then | just didn't really show that nuch
I nprovenent .

It was like | was |i ke rejecting sone
of the teachers that were really trying to hel p ne.
But then first marking period cane. I failed. It
was bad. Second nar ki ng peri od cane. I was |i ke
havi ng a neeting, of course, and we were talking.
And we were tal king about how I'm goi nhg to get
better. And | did fail the second narking peri od.

However, the third nmarking peri od,

t hi ngs have changed. Because in this school the

teachers, the tutor that works with ne, they stay
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after school with ne. And |li ke they put as nmuch
effort into a student. They just want to see you
ri se up. They don't want to see you go down. They
wll do whatever it takes for you to understand a
question, a problem or anything that |ike is being
gi ven to you.

| nmean, because they are not just
going to |l et you just sit back and say oh, | get it,
and then |i ke just nove on to the next questi on.
They are going to nake sure that you understand so
that you can |i ke nove on to the next.

And, | nean, like this school,
honestly, changed ny life. Because, li ke, | nean,
nowadays | did pass third nmarking period, fourth
mar Ki ng peri od. | passed summer break happy. And

now here | amin tenth grade.

And, | nean, | nust say | was really
happy that | passed this school and now I'min tenth
grade now in this school. And it's still the best

progress | ever nade. Because back then | didn't do
anyt hi ng. But now, since | cane to this school,

here I am now tal king to you about so nuch progress.
Because this school, | nean, all this infornmation --

I nmean, it just cones fromthe heart. | don't even

'

l‘ld[i
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

have to use a paper, because like all this -- all
this experience fromthe school, | nean, just how it
gives ne so nuch to say.

| nmean, this school, excellent. I
mean, | don't know what other words to use to tell
how great this school is. But the tinme and effort
they put wwth with their students.

The anount of work they give, it is a
| ot. However, all of the things you get out of
that, it's worth it at the end.

Because | | earned so nmuch fromthe
school, the teachers staying after wth you, of
course, and tutors tutoring you one on one. I mean,
because not many kids do get that. And, | nean,
like it's a struggle for a | ot of people. But here
in this school, they did everything they could to
get that student like to where that student needs to
be.

And, li ke, they don't give up. They
st and up. They don't sit down. They ri se up. They
stand on the peak of the nountain to make sure that
that student is getting what he or she needs to |like
be successful in the future.

And with the progress they nade with
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me, for exanple, | nust say | was just really
I npressed, | nean. I was really happy to -- | was
like relieved that all the bad flows are gone,

because this school has hel ped ne out a | ot.

| nean, and if there is |like anything
I would say -- well, not say. I nean, if there was
anything | could give, if I had a mllion dollars, |

would just give it to the school, because they
just -- they just changed ny life. | was j ust
real |l y happy. | love this school.

| mean, sure, it nay be a | ot of
wor k, and not many students may like it. Al worth
it at the end, though.

And here | amtoday sitting with you
guys just talking to you about how great the school
I s. And thanks to Ms. Jenny and Ms. d sen for
inviting ne here, | nean, because they heard ne
tal king to one of the board nenbers and all of the
information that cane out fromthe heart.

| really love this school. I mean,
yeah, | hope you guys | ove the school, too.
(Laughter) Thank you.

MS. NAGOURNEY: Thank you. Is there

anyone el se who decided to speak? |If not, | want to
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t hank you

all for participating today. The

Secretary wll consider your comments as part of the

deci si on- naki ng pr ocess. And your

comments w ||

al so be available to the State Board to consi der.

Thank you.

(Concl uded at 5:33 p.m)

'

"ld[i
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

10

CERTI FI CATE

|, Lorena J. Hartnett, a Notary Public and
Regi stered Prof essional Reporter, do hereby certify
that the foregoing is an accurate and conpl ete
transcri ption of the proceeding held at the tine and
pl ace stated herein, and that the sai d proceedi ng
was recorded by ne and then reduced to typewiting
under ny direction, and constitutes a true record of
the testinony given by said w tnesses.

| further certify that I amnot a rel ati ve,
enpl oyee, or attorney of any of the parties or a
relati ve or enpl oyee of either counsel, and that |
amin no way interested directly or indirectly in
this action.

I N WTNESS VHERECF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affi xed ny seal of office on this 11th day

of Decenber 2015.

&j““ i e

Lorena J. Hartnett
Regi stered Prof essi onal Reporter
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