In The Matter Of:
Department of Education
In Re: Odyssey Charter School

Hearing
December 9, 2014

Wilcox & Fetzer, Ltd.
1330 King Street
Wilmington, DE 19801
email: depos@wilfet.com, web: www.wilfet.com
phone: 302-655-0477, fax: 302-655-0497

’
‘A

WILCOX & FETZER LTD.

Original File hrng120914DOEOQOdyssey.hc.txt




THE STATE OF DELAWARE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON

-- PUBLI C HEARI NG - -

IN THE MATTER OF:

N N

Odyssey Charter School

State O fice Buil ding

Audi t ori um

820 North French Street
W I m ngton, Del aware 19801

Tuesday, Decenber 9, 2014
5:00 p.m

BEFORE: Jenni fer Nagour ney, Executive Director
Charter O fice, Departnent of Education

ATTORNEY: Catherine T. Hi ckey, DAG
Attorney for Departnent of Educati on

-- Transcri pt of Proceedi ngs --

W LCOX & FETZER
1330 King Street
W I m ngton, DE 19801
(302) 655.0477
wwwwv. Wi | fet. com

.

‘ l&&i
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

MS. NAGOURNEY: Good eveni ng. I
declare this public hearing to be open.

My nane is Jennifer Nagour ney.
I am the Executive Director of the Charter
School O fice at the Del aware Departnent of
Educati on. | have been appoi nted by the
Secretary of Education to conduct this public
heari ng.

The charter of Odyssey Charter
School has submtted an application for
renewal of its charter. The Charter School
Accountability Commttee' s recommendati on was
approval with conditions.

At this point, I would Iike to
i ntroduce the other individual wth ne.

MS. HI CKEY: My nane is
Cat heri ne Hi ckey. "' mthe deputy attorney
general wth the Del aware Departnent of
Justice, and | am serving this evening as
counsel to the hearing officer.

MS. NAGOURNEY: This joint
public hearing is being held by the Departnent
of Education and the State Board of Education

to assist in the deci sion of whet her the
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charter shoul d be renewed. Thi s heari ng
provi des the school and the public with an
opportunity to provide public coments.

I would like the record to
reflect that the notice of the tine and date
and pl ace of today's public hearing was
publ i shed in The News Journal and the Del aware
St ate News. In addition, notice was posted at
the Charter School Accountability Commttee's
official place of business, on the Departnent
of Education's official Wbsite, and on the
State Public Meeting Cal endar on the State's
official Wbsite.

A court reporter is present so
that a record of this hearing can be nade. It
w |l be necessary for each speaker to clearly
identify hinself or herself before begi nning
to speak so that the court reporter wll be
able to note who you are. The record of this
hearing will be provided to the Secretary of
Educati on and nenbers of the State Board of
Educati on, together wth any witten or
el ectronic comments received at or before this

heari ng.
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First, we wll hear from any

representatives of the charter who wsh to

speak, and then we wll take coments from
anyone el se who desires to speak. | need to
watch the tine limts, but |I intend to be as

liberal as tine and reason all ow.
At this point, | welcone

comments fromrepresentatives of the school

MS. KLEMAS: Good eveni ng. My

nane i s Kate Kl enas. l'"mthe parent at | arge

representative to the Qdyssey School Board.

want to start toni ght by expressi ng how

grateful we are to the Charter School O fice

for the care and gui dance they provided us

during the renewal process. W found it to be

a rigorous and appropri ate process.

I n our renewal application, our

headmaster, Dr. Ni ck Manol akos, and ot hers

spent nmuch tinme sharing the achi evenent of

our

school s. First and forenost, Qdyssey is well

known and regarded for its academc

achi evenent . But tonight, | speak as a

par ent . And | speak as a parent who has had

two children go through the GOdyssey School
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| still have a daughter at (GOdyssey -- and |
wll say that the experience that ny famly
has had at Odyssey has been amazi ng.

W were new to Del aware, we were
new to public choice in education, and we took
a leap of faith com ng to Gdyssey Charter
School . And that |leap of faith has paid
di vi dends for us. | think one of the other
things that | think that is nbost inmportant to
poi nt out about Odyssey is, just recently,
publ i ¢ school advocates have chosen to file
suit wwth the Departnent of Educati on
regardi ng how charter schools admt their
st udent s. And | would like to point out that
Qdyssey is not a school that turns away
students with -- by neans of any tests or any
artificial requirenents.

Odyssey operates what we like to
call a true lottery. Children and famlies
cone to us, they subm<t an application.
Everybody gets a nunber. We pick the nunbers
and we pl ace those students in our school. I
think that that reality of a true lottery

speaks even nore vol unes about our academ c
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achi evenent . Chi |l dren who cone to Qdyssey,
cone to Odyssey with a wealth of experience.
Sonme of them may have had sone significant
academ c preparati on and sone nay not. But
what |'m nost proud of is that Qdyssey
enbraces every one of those students and hel ps
t hem progress their | earning.

Every student cones to Gdyssey
and they are in a position to be supported and
enbraced for the student they are and for the
student they can becone. When | think about
Qdyssey, as a public school advocate, |
believe that it is the true ideal school, and
| couldn't be prouder of the work that we've
done over the | ast seven years. And as a
Board nenber, | believe that we are doing the
right thing for Del aware fam|li es.

| appreciate your tine tonight,
and we al so appreci ate the endorsenent of the
Comm ttee, and we | ook forward to the
Secretary and the State Board of Educati on
renewi ng our applicati on. Thank you very
much. Have a | ovel y eveni ng.

M5. NAGOURNEY: Thank you.
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Is there anyone el se who desires
to speak? |If not, the hearing is now cl osed.

I want to thank you all for
partici pati ng today. The Secretary and State
Board of Education will consider your
comments, along with any witten or spoken
statenents submtted. Thank you so nmuch.

(Concl uded at 5:59 p.m).
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Heather M Chiaro, a Notary
Public, Certified Shorthand Reporter and
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is an accurate and
conpl ete transcription of the proceedi ng held
at the tinme and pl ace stated herein, and that
t he said proceedi ng was recorded by ne and
then reduced to typewiting under ny
direction, and constitutes a true record of
the testinony given by said w tness.

| further certify that I amnot a
rel ati ve, enpl oyee, or attorney of any of the
parties or a relative or enpl oyee of either
counsel, and that | amin no way i nterested
directly or indirectly in this action.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set ny hand and affi xed ny seal of office on

the 12th day of Pecermher 2014

Heat her M Chi aro
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter
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