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MS. NAGOURNEY: Good eveni ng.
declare this public hearing to be open.

My nane i s Jennifer Nagour ney
I am the Executive Director of the Charter
School O fice at the Del aware Departnent of
Educat i on. | have been appoi nted by the

Secretary of Education to conduct this publ

ic

heari ng. The charter of Las Anméri cas ASPI RA

Acadeny has subm tted an application for the

renewal of its charter. The CSAC has

recommended that the charter be renewed.

At this point, I would Iike to

i ntroduce the other individuals wth ne.

MS. HI CKEY: ' m Cat heri ne
H ckey. " mthe deputy attorney general, a
I"mserving now as counsel to the hearing
officer for this eveni ng.

MS. NAGOURNEY: Can you hear

THE COURT REPORTER: No.

MS. NAGOURNEY: Do we need to
repeat sonet hi ng?

THE COURT REPORTER: No.

MS. NAGOURNEY: Ckay. Thi s

joint public hearing --

nd

us?

.
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Better?

This joint public hearing --
al so, Donna Johnson is expected to join us
nonentarily. She was del ayed on a trip from
Dover . This joint public hearing is being
hel d by the Departnent of Education and the
State Board of Education to assist in the
deci si on of whether the charter shoul d be
renewed. Thi s hearing provides the school and
the public with an opportunity to provide
public coments for the record.

I would like the record to
reflect that the notice of tine, date and
pl ace of today's public hearing was posted in
The News Journal and the Del aware State News.
In addition, notice was posted at the Charter
School Accountability Commttee's official
pl ace of busi ness, on the Departnent of
Education's official Wbsite, and on the State
Public Meeti ng Cal endar.

A court reporter is present so
that a record of this hearing can be nade. It
w |l be necessary for each speaker to clearly

identify hinself or herself before begi nning

.
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to speak, so the court reporter wll be able
to note who you are. The record of this
hearing will be provided to the Secretary of
Educati on and nenbers of the State Board of
Educati on, together with any witten or

el ectronic coment received at or before this
heari ng.

W will proceed in the foll ow ng
manner : First, we wll hear from any
representati ves of the schools who wsh to
conment . Then we wll take comments fromthe
publi c. There are sign-up sheets in the front
of the room If you desire to speak, and you
have not yet signed in, please sign up now. |
w Il now pause for a nonent to get the sign-in
sheet.

If you desire to speak for Las

Améri cas ASPI RA Acadeny, pl ease rai se your

hand.

Ckay. |l intend to try to be as
li beral as tinme and reason all ow However, if
we go over the tine limt, | do reserve the

right to limt public coment.

MS. LOPEZ WAI TE: Al right.
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Thank you for the opportunity to speak this
eveni ng. My nane is Margi e Lopez VWaite, and
it is ny privilege and honor to serve as Head
of School and one of the co-founders of Las
Aneéri cas ASPI RA Acadeny. | want to thank the
Charter School Accountability Commttee for
their recomendati on for renewal.

The ASPI RA Team has been wor ki ng
hard over the past three years to build a
school that not only neets the educati onal
needs of our students, but al so strengthens
the community we serve. We appreciate the
Charter School Accountability Commttee's
t hor ough revi ew of our academ c, financial and
organi zati onal achi evenents. In addition to
t hese achi evenents, | would like to take this
opportunity to highlight other ways that we
are having a positive inpact on our conmmunity.

Under -- in regards to the food
and nutritional prograns are the adult -- the
Child and Adult Care Food Program the CACFP
recently approved the ASPI RA Acadeny to serve
free after-school neals and snacks to

st udent s. W're the first charter school in

.
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Del aware to be approved for this program I n
addition to that, we partner with the Food
Bank of Del aware with a Backpack Program and
we provide free neals to students based on
staff referrals. W currently distribute
about 70 backpacks every Friday, with
nutritious non-perishable food itens for the
weekend. These students would nost |ikely not
have nutritious neals over the weekend w t hout
the help of this program

In addition, we provi de support
to our parents and our famli es. For exampl e,
this evening we are hosting an i nfornational
sem nar back at our school to help parents and
fam lies understand the i npact of President
Cbama' s recent | egislation regarding
undocunent ed i nm gr ants. W have invited a
bilingual imm gration attorney to speak to the
att endees on how they can benefit fromthis
devel opnent .

In addition to that, we host
student success nights each fall to help
par ents under stand how their student's

begi nni ng- of -year assessnents and spring goals

.
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Wl measure their child s success. W also
provide themwth ti ps on how they can support
their child s | earni ng at hone.

This year, we inplenented the
G ving Tree programto help students -- to
help famlies in need during the holi day
season. A tree is displayed in our nain | obby
and each paw on the tree represents an item on
the child's wish Iist which can be donat ed by
an ASPI RA team and fam |y nenber.

Anot her programthat we are
proud of is the Habitat for Humanity
Par t ner shi p. We have partnered with themto
provide famlies with nore i nformati on about
potenti al honme ownershi p. In addition, we are
dedi cating 10 percent of our ticket sales from
our annual fund-raising event this spring to
support Habitat for Humanity.

We' ve al so hosted a high school
night this fall to help our students and their
parents | earn about options for high schools
after they graduate fromthe ASPI RA Acadeny
this year.

We al so provide on-site before

.
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and after school care prograns for the
conveni ence of our famli es. These prograns
i ncl ude honmework hel p and free prograns such
as Boy and G rl Scouts.
We al so provide a sunmer
enri chment program for students where they
recei ve instructional support in reading, math
and Spani sh over the summer. I n addi ti on, we
provide themwith field trips and recreati onal
activities. We accept Purchase of Care to
of fset the expense of these prograns and neke
them avail able to nore famli es.
I n addition, we offer
educati onal prograns such as our ELL Literacy
Pr ogr am Over the past year, we have hosted
i nformati onal sessions to introduce famlies
to the services provided at their | ocal public
l'i brari es. We hold these sessions at the
l'i brary and we have the attendees receive --
go through the library card process and have
their library cards at the end of the event.
We al so have partnered wth the
nati onal office of ASPI RA out of WAashi ngton,

D.C., to introduce a new programthis year to

.
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i ncrease Hi spanic famlies' involvenent in
their | ocal science nmuseuns and prograns.
It's known as CHI SPA. The programis funded
by the M am Miseum of Science and provi des
the participating schools with funding to
deliver an after school science program as
well as an annual visit to the Phil adel phi a
Museum of Sci ence.

W al so partnered wth the
Uni versity of Del aware to expose our first
graduating class of 8th graders to coll ege.
The students spent the day on canpus attendi ng
col |l ege courses, interacting wth coll ege
students and participating in a Q%A about
col | ege.

And, lastly, we host cul tural
events. Two of them are the Hi spanic Heritage
event. Thi s event has becone a fall tradition
at our school since year one. It is a
community event held in the eveni ng on school
grounds in a street festival style. The event
i ncl udes food, mnusic, dance and student
performances, and it's open to the entire

community at no fee.
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W al so, in the spring, host the
PBS Carnival, which is also in the evening,
and it's open to all famly nmenbers.

These are just sone exanpl es of
how our school is addressing the needs of the
whol e chi |l d. W not only see our role as an
educational institution, but also as a
conmmunity institution. We strongly believe
that to address the needs of the student, you
nmust al so address the needs of the famly as a
whol e. The stronger the famly unit, the nore
successful a child wll be in school.

Thank you for your tine this
evening and allowng ne to share this
additional information with the comnmttee. e
feel that the inpact of a school should not be
limted to the academ c, financial and
organi zati onal franmework, but also take into
account the -- also take into consideration
the inpact it has on the community as a whol e.
We are proud of our acconplishnents thus far
and we | ook forward to buil ding on our
successes in the future. Thank you again for

your tinme and attenti on.
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MS. NAGOURNEY: Is there anyone
el se who desires to speak? If not, we wll
decl are this hearing cl osed.

I want to thank everyone for
bei ng here, thank everyone for participating.
The secretary wll consider your comments as
part of the deci sion-naking process, and your
comments wll also be avail able for the State
Board to consi der. Thank you.

(Concl uded at 5:14 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Heather M Chiaro, a Notary
Public, Certified Shorthand Reporter and
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is an accurate and
conpl ete transcription of the proceedi ng held
at the tinme and pl ace stated herein, and that
t he said proceedi ng was recorded by ne and
then reduced to typewiting under ny
direction, and constitutes a true record of
the testinony given by said w tness.

| further certify that I amnot a
rel ati ve, enpl oyee, or attorney of any of the
parties or a relative or enpl oyee of either
counsel, and that | amin no way i nterested
directly or indirectly in this action.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set ny hand and affi xed ny seal of office on

the 12th day of Pecermher 2014

Heat her M Chi aro
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter
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