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 1                  MR. CARWELL:  Good evening,
  

 2   everyone.  I declare this public hearing to be
  

 3   open.  My name is John Carwell, Jr.  I'm an
  

 4   Education Associate at the Charter School
  

 5   Office in the Delaware Department of Education.
  

 6   I have been appointed by the Secretary of
  

 7   Education to conduct this public hearing.
  

 8                  The Reach Academy for Girls has
  

 9   filed an application to renew its charter and
  

10   as is required by law, the matter was referred
  

11   to the Charter School Accountability Committee
  

12   for investigation and report.
  

13                  This joint public hearing is
  

14   being held by the Department of Education and
  

15   State Board of Education to give the school an
  

16   opportunity to respond to the final
  

17   determination of the Accountability Committee,
  

18   which recommended that the school's application
  

19   not be approved, and also to receive public
  

20   comment.
  

21                  Before I go any further, I just
  

22   wanted to introduce here at the panel is
  

23   Dr. Teri Quinn Gray, who is the President of
  

24   the State Board of Education, and to her right
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 1   is Catherine Hickey, who is counsel to the
  

 2   Department of Education.  We also have a court
  

 3   reporter here as well.
  

 4                  I would like the record to
  

 5   reflect the notice of the time, date and place
  

 6   of today's public hearing was published in the
  

 7   News Journal and the Delaware State News on
  

 8   October 4th, 2013.
  

 9                  In addition, notice was posted at
  

10   the Charter School Accountability Committee's
  

11   place of business, on the Department of
  

12   Education's official website and on the State
  

13   Public Meeting Calendar on the State's official
  

14   website on October 24th, 2013.
  

15                  Further, the school was
  

16   personally notified of the time, date and place
  

17   of today's hearing on October 24th, 2013.
  

18                  A court reporter is present so
  

19   that a record of this hearing can be made.  It
  

20   will be necessary for each speaker to clearly
  

21   identify his or herself before beginning to
  

22   speak so that the court reporter will be able
  

23   to note who you are.  And spell your name
  

24   before you speak, please.



4

  

 1                  So the record of this hearing
  

 2   will be provided to the Secretary of Education
  

 3   and members of the State Board of Education
  

 4   together with any written or electronic
  

 5   comments received at or before this hearing,
  

 6   which in this case includes four written
  

 7   comments submitted.
  

 8                  Are there any other written
  

 9   comments that the school or community would
  

10   like to submit?
  

11                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Here.
  

12                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

13                  MS. HICKEY:  So the first four
  

14   written comments that were received tonight
  

15   will be Exhibit 1.  This is a multi-page
  

16   document, which is a submission from the
  

17   school.
  

18                  Ms. Allen, do you want to
  

19   identify this?  What is this?
  

20                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  That is all of
  

21   the documents that we'd like to submit.
  

22                  MS. HICKEY:  In response to the
  

23   Accountability Committee?
  

24                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  Yes.
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 1                  MS. HICKEY:  To the
  

 2   Accountability Committee's final meeting?
  

 3                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  Correct.
  

 4                  MS. HICKEY:  Exhibit 1 is parent
  

 5   comments.  Exhibit 2 is school documents
  

 6   submitted in response to the Charter School
  

 7   Accountability Committee's final meeting and
  

 8   recommendation.
  

 9                  And what are these?
  

10                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  These are
  

11   letters from students and parents as well.
  

12                  MS. HICKEY:  So Exhibit 3 will be
  

13   the folder with the letters from students and
  

14   parents.
  

15                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

16                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Do you
  

17   have a working microphone so everyone can hear?
  

18                  MR. CARWELL:  There is a
  

19   malfunction.
  

20                  We'll proceed in the following
  

21   manner.
  

22                  First we will hear from any
  

23   representative from the charter school who
  

24   wishes to comment on the committee's decision.
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 1   Then we'll take comments from anyone else who
  

 2   desires to speak.
  

 3                  Is there anyone else who would
  

 4   like to speak who has not signed up yet?
  

 5                  There is a sign-up sheet right
  

 6   here.  Please come forward and sign in.
  

 7                  I intend to be as liberal as time
  

 8   and reason will allow in accepting comments.
  

 9   However, I do reserve the right to limit
  

10   comment if it is purely repetitive or
  

11   cumulative.
  

12                  And at this point, I will accept
  

13   comments from the representatives of the
  

14   school.
  

15                  And the first name that I have is
  

16   Reverend Lloyd Casson.
  

17                  REVEREND CASSON:  Good evening.
  

18                  THE AUDIENCE:  Good evening.
  

19                  REVEREND CASSON:  First I want to
  

20   thank the State board and the Charter School
  

21   Accountability Committee and you, Mr. Carwell,
  

22   for this opportunity.
  

23                  MR. CARWELL:  You're welcome.
  

24                  REVEREND CASSON:  And on behalf



7

  

 1   of the whole Reach Academy community, I say
  

 2   thanks.  I also want to say thanks to everybody
  

 3   who is out here this evening to help us in our
  

 4   efforts to communicate the great value of Reach
  

 5   Academy.
  

 6                  I must say that I was very
  

 7   inspired by Kuumba Academy's presentation.
  

 8   I've always loved that school.  When I was
  

 9   the rector of Trinity -- Trinity, of SsAM,
  

10   Saints Andrew and Matthew, right across the
  

11   street from Christina Cultural Arts, I
  

12   developed quite a relationship with Raye Avery
  

13   and observed the genesis of Kuumba Academy.
  

14                  I do know that as wonderful as it
  

15   is now, they had their struggles in the
  

16   beginning, too.
  

17                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's
  

18   right.
  

19                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's
  

20   right.
  

21                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's
  

22   right.
  

23                  REVEREND CASSON:  And it is
  

24   important for all schools to work their way
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 1   through to be able to achieve the goals that
  

 2   they have set for themselves.
  

 3                  We know that we have a problem
  

 4   with grades, achievement levels.  They are
  

 5   lower than we would have wanted, and they are
  

 6   disappointing to us.  We take no issue with
  

 7   recognizing that fact.  What we do take issue
  

 8   with is the notion that we don't understand
  

 9   that situation and cannot interpret data that
  

10   will enable us to create the kinds of action
  

11   plans necessary to bring grades up.  There are
  

12   other things that are going on in Reach Academy
  

13   which you will hear about tonight, which help
  

14   in the development of the whole person, to
  

15   enable young women to find a place where in
  

16   security they can grow and be respected and
  

17   respectful and begin to realize the fullest of
  

18   their own potential and to be able to be
  

19   successful academically and every other way as
  

20   they negotiate their way through life.
  

21                  I'm happy to be a part of Reach
  

22   Academy.
  

23                  We need to set this in context,
  

24   however.  We haven't been around for a very
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 1   long time.  We are applying for our charter,
  

 2   for a renewed charter, but the fact is that we
  

 3   have only been effectively in operation for two
  

 4   school years and a few months.  That has been
  

 5   the time within which great strides have
  

 6   been -- not anything like we would want, but
  

 7   believe you me, great strides have been made.
  

 8                  This new board came on in 2011
  

 9   after a disastrous beginning for Reach Academy.
  

10   We hardly count that time as having anything to
  

11   do with who we are now.
  

12                  The formal review placed us on
  

13   probation in the summer of 2011, and we were
  

14   removed from probation by our request in 2013,
  

15   that is 2012-2013.  Not that long ago.
  

16                  Recently, in July, one of our
  

17   great strategies being to really improve the
  

18   capacity, the environmental capacity for Reach
  

19   Academy so that the girls could really, really
  

20   grow, so that they could -- so a place where
  

21   learning could take place, real learning could
  

22   take place.  We had the opportunity to move to
  

23   Lukens Drive, the former Pencader School
  

24   location.  We applied for a modification of our
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 1   charter to do that, and we were successful.
  

 2   That's just a few months ago.
  

 3                  So now here we are ready to have
  

 4   our charter not renewed.  We want you to know
  

 5   tonight that Reach Academy can do what it needs
  

 6   to do.  We want you to know that tonight.  And
  

 7   we want to be able to convince the State Board
  

 8   of Education and all others in the power
  

 9   structures, so to speak, that there are reasons
  

10   for Reach Academy to continue.  And so we've
  

11   got a few members of our board who will speak
  

12   tonight, and then of course others of you will
  

13   be sharing your own ideas and hopes, et cetera.
  

14                  So I will pause at this point and
  

15   enable the next speaker to come up.
  

16                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you, Reverend
  

17   Casson.
  

18                  REVEREND CASSON:  Thank you.
  

19                  MR. CARWELL:  Tara Allen.
  

20                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  Good evening.
  

21   I'd like to thank the State board and the
  

22   Department, our parents, our staff, our board,
  

23   and students past and present for being here
  

24   tonight and giving us this opportunity to
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 1   speak.
  

 2                  I'm thinking back to two days ago
  

 3   when the Charter School Accountability
  

 4   Committee rendered their recommendation not to
  

 5   renew our charter and the notion both by the
  

 6   Accountability Committee that the
  

 7   administration at Reach Academy may be -- may
  

 8   not understand the data or may be
  

 9   misinterpreting the data of our test scores.
  

10   That's not true.  We certainly understand that
  

11   data, as Reverend Casson has just stated.
  

12                  We understand that our scores are
  

13   low, and we do not by any means -- we do not
  

14   mislead anyone, our teachers or our parents,
  

15   about the scores.  There is no need to mislead
  

16   our teachers, 'cause they're highly qualified.
  

17   And every one of them are intelligent enough
  

18   that immediately to look behind that raw
  

19   score.  Once that last question is clicked,
  

20   they look behind that raw score.  They look to
  

21   see the progression that the student has made.
  

22   They look to see the skills that the student
  

23   has mastered.  They look to see what skills
  

24   that they did not so they can then go straight
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 1   back to their lessons, to tailor them to master
  

 2   those skills.  The administration understands.
  

 3   We understand the condition of the scores.
  

 4                  This is the only all-girl public
  

 5   school in Delaware, and we're not going down
  

 6   without a fight.
  

 7                  (Applause.)
  

 8                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  Our school is
  

 9   much more than test scores.  We're about
  

10   progression, progression that has turn our
  

11   parents away from their feeder schools to us.
  

12                  We are about progression, that we
  

13   won't stand for the ridicule by the naysayers
  

14   because of test scores, because of what it
  

15   looks like on the surface, because that's
  

16   not -- certainly not what it's like in our
  

17   doors.
  

18                  We're about progression that asks
  

19   the Charter School Accountability Committee to
  

20   come on over to Reach Academy and see for
  

21   yourself.  I'm not sure I have seen anyone this
  

22   year yet.
  

23                  We're about progression,
  

24   progression in implementing our school
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 1   improvement plan, including mandatory
  

 2   intervention block.  And so far, two months,
  

 3   we've seen progression.  You'll hear that too,
  

 4   very soon.
  

 5                  We are about progression.
  

 6   Progression is changing a large part of the
  

 7   teaching staff, which is what we've done, a
  

 8   staff that's now capable to implement the
  

 9   common core standards.
  

10                  Progression is standing in front
  

11   of me right now, here facing this challenge,
  

12   and I'm looking you all in the face to let you
  

13   know that I'm here to stand as your leader to
  

14   face this challenge.  Please do not mistake
  

15   this tone for anger.  It is a tone of passion.
  

16   Passion for my students that are here now.
  

17   Passion for the students who have graduated.
  

18                  I've told you ladies all the
  

19   time, the biggest way to show your true
  

20   character is how you handle adversity, which is
  

21   what we're facing right now, and I'm showing
  

22   you that you must not give up without your best
  

23   fight.  You must prove the naysayers wrong, and
  

24   most importantly, no matter the outcome you
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 1   must hold your head high and stand strong.
  

 2                  So now I'm here fighting for you,
  

 3   like I always said I will, and I'm getting to
  

 4   show you better than I can tell you how to
  

 5   fight, how to stand strong like women do.
  

 6                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Amen.
  

 7                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  So, again, I ask
  

 8   the State board to renew our charter because we
  

 9   have a lot of good things that are yet to come.
  

10   Thank you.
  

11                  (Applause.)
  

12                  MR. CARWELL:  Ms. Jodi O'Ferrall.
  

13                  MS. O'FERRALL:  Good evening,
  

14   everyone.  My name is Jody O'Ferrall.  I'm the
  

15   parent representative on the Reach Academy
  

16   board of directors.  I am a very proud parent
  

17   of a 3rd-grader.  My daughter Madelyn is in her
  

18   fourth year at the school.  She's had her
  

19   entire elementary education at the school.
  

20                  I am here to speak on behalf of
  

21   the board.  Through our submission we have
  

22   submitted a narrative and some documentation to
  

23   clarify some of the questions and things that
  

24   may assist the Accountability Committee in
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 1   further evaluating our information.  So I'm not
  

 2   going to go into detail around that, but I do
  

 3   have a few things that I would like to comment
  

 4   on.  And I apologize in advance that I'm
  

 5   speaking from paper.
  

 6                  Reverend Casson went through our
  

 7   timeline a little bit.  One thing I would like
  

 8   to highlight in the context of that timeline is
  

 9   that this is the first year Reach Academy for
  

10   Girls has been to its full grade configuration.
  

11   It is only this year that we have reached our
  

12   full K through 8.  As a result of that, every
  

13   single year we have had a significant number of
  

14   new students come into our school.
  

15                  I'm looking at the statistics
  

16   which are part of our submission.  At our low
  

17   end, we had 148 new girls start in our program.
  

18   This year, we had 182 new girls start in our
  

19   program.  This is important because not all
  

20   students that come into our school come at a
  

21   proficient level.
  

22                  In the fall of 2010, for
  

23   instance, we had 133 5th and 6th-graders who
  

24   came in at proficiency score of 1 or 2.  Fall
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 1   of 2011, grades 5 through 7, we had 108 new
  

 2   students come in with grades of 1 or 2.  Fall
  

 3   of 2012, we had 123 new students come into our
  

 4   school at grades of 1 or 2.
  

 5                  We strive to teach these girls to
  

 6   the very best of our abilities.  We are making
  

 7   huge, huge advances in our program in the ways
  

 8   that we teach.  We do have to be realistic as a
  

 9   community about how much progress one student
  

10   can make in a single year.  And I hope that in
  

11   considering our information that is taken into
  

12   account.
  

13                  In terms of actions.  Does the
  

14   board understand the scores and the gravity of
  

15   the situation?  Absolutely.  What have we been
  

16   doing?
  

17                  First of all, continual expansion
  

18   of the board skillset is ongoing, particularly
  

19   as related to curriculum and educational
  

20   oversight, engagement protocols.  We know that
  

21   we need more experience on the board in that
  

22   area, and we are actively seeking that.
  

23                  We support the administration and
  

24   the staff and alignment with core curriculum
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 1   standards.  That is ongoing.
  

 2                  We have in March of 2012 brought
  

 3   in specialized third-party academic enrichment
  

 4   for the teaching staff, which is really
  

 5   starting to provide a lot of benefits to us
  

 6   now.
  

 7                  As Ms. Allen alluded to or said
  

 8   very specifically, replacement of staff.  We
  

 9   replaced 50 percent of our staff to ensure
  

10   classroom effectiveness during the summer of
  

11   2013.  I'd also like to point out in this
  

12   regard that we are continuing to strengthen our
  

13   performance review protocol, aligning with DOE
  

14   standards, at every level of the organization.
  

15   We're not only looking at the staff, we're
  

16   looking at the board, we're looking at the
  

17   administration, we're looking at every
  

18   consultant and every vendor to make sure that
  

19   every body that is part of this community is
  

20   the right body that will help propel us
  

21   forward.  And we know that we have the support
  

22   of the school community behind us as we do
  

23   that.
  

24                  We had implementation of the
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 1   school improvement plan in the summer of 2013,
  

 2   the teacher summer professional development
  

 3   program.
  

 4                  We have improved our facilities,
  

 5   obviously, through our move.  We didn't move
  

 6   because Pencader was new and shiny, that
  

 7   building.  We moved because we believed that
  

 8   that space was going to provide us the
  

 9   environment for greater academic performance.
  

10                  We've also had the implementation
  

11   of our wellness screening program for early
  

12   intervention identification through partnership
  

13   with Affinity.  We have people who are looking
  

14   at our girls and are helping provide them
  

15   support that they may not get elsewhere.
  

16                  We've seen growth from these
  

17   steps just in the last -- since the beginning
  

18   of this school year, and those numbers are
  

19   provided within the school packet.
  

20                  For instance, on our reading
  

21   inventory, 81 percent of our 3rd-graders have
  

22   shown improvement; 67 percent of our
  

23   5th-graders have shown improvement.  The
  

24   numbers go on.  In math, just to highlight.
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 1   Grade 5, 82 percent of our students in grade 5
  

 2   have shown improvement in math since the
  

 3   beginning thereof school year.
  

 4                  What's next?  Execution of our
  

 5   academic improvement plan is outlined in the
  

 6   submitted narrative.
  

 7                  We want to continue to enhance
  

 8   our board skillset and continue to add to our
  

 9   oversight and monitoring protocols to monitor
  

10   progress every single day.  We're developing a
  

11   strategic plan.  We're looking at program
  

12   models to determine if our actual program that
  

13   we're executing through the school is the right
  

14   program.
  

15                  I'm sorry.  I'm nervous because
  

16   of the sign.
  

17                  (Laughter.)
  

18                  MS. O'FERRALL:  The academy board
  

19   of directors is committed to doing ghost walks
  

20   with the administration, being a part of the
  

21   daily discussion, new curricular changes to
  

22   common core and attending the National
  

23   Conference for Curriculum Development.
  

24                  MR. CARWELL:  Time.
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 1                  MS. O'FERRALL:  We are prepared
  

 2   to be bold, and you have the board's commitment
  

 3   that we would do so every step of the way.
  

 4                  (Applause.)
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Are there any other
  

 6   representatives from the school who wish to
  

 7   speak?
  

 8                  There's actually a group listed
  

 9   here beginning with the name Keri Edwards;
  

10   Rachel Dryden; Morgan Pritchett; Alexis Moore.
  

11                  (Applause.)
  

12                  MR. CARWELL:  Could you each
  

13   introduce yourselves and spell your names,
  

14   please?
  

15                  MS. EDWARDS:  My name is Keri
  

16   Edwards.
  

17                  MS. DRYDEN:  My name is Rachel
  

18   Dryden.
  

19                  MS. CLARK-COLE:  My name is
  

20   Sequoia Clark-Cole.
  

21                  MS. PRITCHETT:  My name is Morgan
  

22   Pritchett.
  

23                  MS. MOORE:  My name is Alexis
  

24   Moore.
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 1                  MS. KNOX:  My name is Mya Knox.
  

 2                  MS. EDWARDS:  Good evening.  My
  

 3   name is Keri Edwards, and I am part of Reach
  

 4   Academy of Girls' first graduating class.  I
  

 5   graduated as Reach Academy's first class
  

 6   president.  And for me, Reach -- I don't even
  

 7   know what to say.  Like Reach Academy has done
  

 8   so much for me.
  

 9                  One thing I would say is "girl
  

10   power."  Through girl power, we can do
  

11   anything.  Through girl power, we can
  

12   accomplish anything we set our minds to.
  

13                  For me, Reach, I would say,
  

14   academics.  I remember in 6th grade in science
  

15   from the first marking period I started off
  

16   with a F, and that was the first and final F
  

17   for me because throughout the year I improved,
  

18   and now I have all As.
  

19                  I'm currently a 9th-grader at
  

20   Brandywine High School.  I'm in all honors
  

21   classes.
  

22                  (Applause.)
  

23                  MS. EDWARDS:  And I have all As
  

24   and a B in science.
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 1                  (Laughter.)
  

 2                  MS. EDWARDS:  But with Reach
  

 3   Academy I learned to improve, to never give up,
  

 4   that trials and hardship will always come my
  

 5   way.  Through girl power and all former
  

 6   classmates and friends, we can do anything.
  

 7                  Reach Academy has to stay open.
  

 8   It's the first and only all girl charter school
  

 9   in Delaware.  And so many things have been
  

10   formed from Reach Academy.  Just it's amazing.
  

11                  (Applause.)
  

12                  MR. CARWELL:  Excuse me, young
  

13   ladies.  You all had signed up as a group, and
  

14   it's five minutes for a group.  If you would
  

15   like to speak individually, I'll give you three
  

16   minutes each.  Is that what you want to do?
  

17   Does that sound better?  Okay.
  

18                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay.
  

19                  MR. CARWELL:  I'll go right down
  

20   the list.  Next is Rachel Dryden.
  

21                  MS. DRYDEN:  Good evening.  I'm
  

22   Rachel Dryden.  I graduated last year from
  

23   Reach Academy.  Reach Academy, at first, it
  

24   just wasn't my cup of tea.  I was like, no.
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 1                  (Laughter.)
  

 2                  MS. DRYDEN:  But when I went
  

 3   there, I -- Reach, it changed my whole life,
  

 4   and literally.  I came in as a girl who didn't
  

 5   care about nothing.  I had an attitude.  I
  

 6   didn't want to hear nothing that they were
  

 7   saying.  I came in with bad grades.  When I
  

 8   left out of 8th grade year, I improved so much.
  

 9   I became better at everything I did.  And they
  

10   taught me how to keep fighting and don't give
  

11   up.
  

12                  I went for DCAS.  And I didn't
  

13   even try.  I left with 2s and 1s.  I came back
  

14   and tried again and left with 3s.  I was happy.
  

15                  Reach did a lot.  They affected
  

16   me in a good way.  I think that Reach, you just
  

17   got to keep that school open.  I think we need
  

18   it.  Reach is a strong school.  They'll keep
  

19   fighting.  They are not going to go away.
  

20                  The school is so unique.  You
  

21   need to look at the pros and cons.  Stop
  

22   knocking down our schools.  We need them.  This
  

23   is an all-girl school that taught us how to be
  

24   independent, taught us to be everything we want
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 1   to be.  Stop knocking down the schools to put
  

 2   clubs up.  Stop knocking down the schools to do
  

 3   anything else.  These are schools that mean
  

 4   something.
  

 5                  It created a sisterhood.  It
  

 6   created everything.  It made me a better person
  

 7   in life.  It made me a better woman, young
  

 8   individual.  I'm glad to be there.  I'm glad to
  

 9   share my work with that school.
  

10                  The year I went there, I met the
  

11   governor that year.  That was surprising for
  

12   me.  Because I never thought I'd do that,
  

13   but...  Please keep that school open.
  

14                  MR. CARWELL:  Morgan Pritchett.
  

15                  MS. PRITCHETT:  Hi.  My name is
  

16   Morgan Pritchett.  My years at Reach -- I
  

17   graduated 2013.
  

18                  My years at Reach were like very,
  

19   very fun.  I thought I would go to all girls --
  

20   yeah.  But as I went to Reach, I learned how to
  

21   be more independent, more loyal, make friends,
  

22   education-wise, all that.  My teachers they
  

23   helped me a lot with leadership.  And
  

24   math-wise, I became recommended for Math League
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 1   now.
  

 2                  Yeah, I really love Reach, and I
  

 3   don't want you all to close the school.  I want
  

 4   to go back one day.  And, yeah, that's all.
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Alexis Moore.
  

 6                  MS. MOORE:  Good afternoon.  Good
  

 7   evening.  I have been at Reach since they first
  

 8   opened.  I am a graduate alumni, and to me
  

 9   Reach is -- to me, it's not just -- it's not
  

10   just about education, but it's more choice.
  

11   They taught us to be as one, like be together.
  

12   We had created a sisterly...  And we've been
  

13   together for years.  So it wasn't as if you
  

14   fought each other, if you argued with each
  

15   other, you don't like that person you don't
  

16   never talk.  It was if you fought each other,
  

17   you still loved each other no matter what.  We
  

18   all stood as one.
  

19                  And Reach is really a good school
  

20   because there they teach you how to bond.  They
  

21   teach you all types of stuff.  I don't think
  

22   that Reach should be closed down because it's a
  

23   good opportunity for young girls to learn how
  

24   to be independent and learn how to treat
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 1   theirselves.
  

 2                  (Applause.)
  

 3                  MR. CARWELL:  Sequoia Clark-Cole.
  

 4                  MS. CLARK-COLE:  Hi.  As I look
  

 5   and I see everyone here, it makes feel a little
  

 6   bit sad, but it also makes me feel happy
  

 7   because I get to see how strong my school is.
  

 8   And I say "my school" because it is my school.
  

 9   It really is.
  

10                  Throughout the course of Reach
  

11   Academy, for me, it taught me so, so many great
  

12   things.  It taught me how to grow as a young
  

13   woman, how to be a woman and how to be a
  

14   respectful young lady.  And a lot of girls out
  

15   here in Delaware don't know how to do that.
  

16   Reach Academy has made me the girl that I
  

17   always knew I could be, coming from a family
  

18   who didn't have anything and seeing how far
  

19   I've overcome.  Without Reach Academy, there
  

20   would be no Sequoia.  I learned how to be
  

21   myself and how to be comfortable and love
  

22   myself.  Without Reach Academy, there would be
  

23   no us.
  

24                  And if you close our school down,
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 1   there will be no more young girls on the
  

 2   streets.  You need Reach Academy.  You don't
  

 3   want Reach Academy.  You need Reach Academy.
  

 4   You're going to keep Reach Academy because
  

 5   quitting and all that other stuff don't work
  

 6   with Reach Academy.  "Can't" is not in our
  

 7   vocabulary.  And we will stay as Reach Academy,
  

 8   and we will be here until the end.  I'm just
  

 9   letting you know that.
  

10                  (Applause.)
  

11                  MS. CLARK-COLE:  I love Reach
  

12   Academy, and you're going to love Reach
  

13   Academy.  Go Reach Academy!
  

14                  MR. CARWELL:  Mya Knox.
  

15                  MS. KNOX:  Hi, everybody.  I am
  

16   Mya Knox.  I have been at Reach Academy for
  

17   days.  It has been a great experience.  It
  

18   became family.  I wouldn't have known everyone
  

19   if there hadn't been a Reach Academy.  We have
  

20   learned to be loyal, independent, great people.
  

21   If I didn't go to Reach Academy, I wouldn't be
  

22   who I am now.  And I wouldn't have met my best
  

23   friend.
  

24                  Please not close down Reach



28

  

 1   Academy.  It was the best school ever.  If you
  

 2   close it, I will miss it so much.  Okay.
  

 3                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

 4                  Laura Kazimir.
  

 5                  MS. KAZIMIR:  I should have
  

 6   signed up as a group.  I have two young girls
  

 7   with me, one is my daughter and one is a
  

 8   2nd-grader.  And my daughter would like to read
  

 9   something.
  

10                  MR. CARWELL:  Could you please
  

11   sign in?
  

12                  MS. KAZIMIR:  They're all signed
  

13   in, right underneath me.
  

14                  MR. CARWELL:  Okay.
  

15                  MS. KAZIMIR-LINE:  My name is
  

16   Kaitlyn Kazimir-Line.  I am a 3rd-grader at
  

17   Reach Academy for Girls.  I love my school.
  

18   The teachers are loving and help me learn.
  

19                  In the public school I could not
  

20   focus and learn.  Please allow Reach Academy to
  

21   stay open so I can continue to grow and become
  

22   a productive member of our community.  Thank
  

23   you.
  

24                  (Applause.)
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 1                  MS. KAZIMIR:  Thank you,
  

 2   everyone.
  

 3                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

 4                  Sonya Allen.
  

 5                  MS. SONYA ALLEN:  Hello.  Thank
  

 6   you for allowing me to speak tonight.  I wanted
  

 7   to start by saying I have been an official
  

 8   employee of Reach for about three months, but I
  

 9   have been with Reach since day 1.
  

10                  Ms. Allen is my sister.  We talk
  

11   every day, sometimes three or four times a day.
  

12   So each day she would talk about her day at
  

13   Reach Academy.  And she's always been so
  

14   enthusiastic about her kids at any school, and
  

15   Reach Academy.  But not since she's been
  

16   working with Reach in any capacity, but about
  

17   her students, period, at any school.
  

18                  There are parents and kids that I
  

19   have met, and I felt like I already knew them
  

20   because she's always talked about them so.
  

21   Anything anyone has asked her, asked of her,
  

22   she has tried to do to make sure Reach
  

23   succeeds, even sometimes foregoing her own
  

24   health.  There have been many sleepless nights
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 1   and trips to the Emergency Room for her trying
  

 2   to make sure the kids and staff have what they
  

 3   need to succeed.  So through all the good and
  

 4   bad times, I have been there -- maybe not
  

 5   physically, but through her.
  

 6                  She has talked over many
  

 7   decisions from many of our family members,
  

 8   coming from a family of educators, stretching
  

 9   from college professionals, principals to
  

10   teachers.  She has such pride in Reach.
  

11                  So when she needed an IT
  

12   coordinator, I asked for the position.  I have
  

13   16 years in the field.  She has made me want to
  

14   be a part of this wonderful school.
  

15                  When I first became an employee
  

16   at Reach, I was taken aback by the outpouring
  

17   of love and support the staff gave to the
  

18   girls.  The dedication they have to them is
  

19   wonderful to see.
  

20                  Some of the girls come in in the
  

21   morning, have breakfast, and on their way to
  

22   class, seek out their favorite teachers for
  

23   that good morning hug as if it was part of
  

24   their breakfast.  I don't know most of the
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 1   girls yet, but they would even come to me with
  

 2   open arms in the morning or whenever I saw
  

 3   them, just showing you the love and attention
  

 4   they seek and crave.  Those of us who have kids
  

 5   know kids don't easily trust and only show
  

 6   affection to those they trust.
  

 7                  This morning a number of our
  

 8   middle-schoolers were talking to me about the
  

 9   recommendation not to renew our charter saying
  

10   they weren't aware that the tests were so
  

11   important.  One asked if the committee wanted
  

12   to close the school because they weren't smart
  

13   enough to keep the school open.  I had to fight
  

14   the tears.  It was hard to tell them the test
  

15   scores are the reason for recommending the
  

16   charter not be renewed, not that they aren't
  

17   smart.  One young lady said she doesn't do well
  

18   on tests, but she gets good grades on her
  

19   report card.  She wanted to know if you looked
  

20   at their grades because -- in making this
  

21   decision.
  

22                  MR. CARWELL:  Time.
  

23                  MS. TARA ALLEN:  And I told her I
  

24   wasn't sure.
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 1                  If you give us a chance, we will
  

 2   do everything to show you that Reach Academy
  

 3   should be renewed.
  

 4                  MR. CARWELL:  Timia Blango.
  

 5                  MS. BLANGO:  Hello.  I am Timia,
  

 6   and I am in 6th grade, and I started attending
  

 7   Reach on August 22nd, 2012.  And I wasn't
  

 8   really feeling Reach when I came because it was
  

 9   an all-girl school, but now that I have been
  

10   going there for two years, I love it at Reach.
  

11   I liked Reach because before I came here, I
  

12   wasn't really getting the help I needed, and
  

13   now, the teachers help me even when I need
  

14   help.
  

15                  And I like Reach because it's a
  

16   good school for girls from K to 8.  And I want
  

17   to go to Reach till 8th grade, not just till
  

18   6th.  And I want to keep going there.  I don't
  

19   want you to close down the school.
  

20                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

21                  Laila Williams.
  

22                  MS. WILLIAMS:  Hi.  My name is
  

23   Laila.  I think you should keep Reach Academy
  

24   open because it is a nonbullying school.  And
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 1   when you look at the grades, I think you shall
  

 2   be proud of the students of what they already
  

 3   have and be comfortable with the students and
  

 4   things that they should go for the whole school
  

 5   year.
  

 6                  When I first went there, I was
  

 7   scared.  But now I'm in 3rd grade, still there
  

 8   every day.  It is good there.  Now when I'm in
  

 9   3rd grade with my favorite teacher, Ms. Morris,
  

10   we always have a good time together, and she
  

11   helps me.  We have specials.  We have math.  We
  

12   have math.  Wait.  We have gym.  We have
  

13   computers, and we have art and music.  And all
  

14   of them are my favorite things.  And that's why
  

15   I thank you to keep Reach Academy open.
  

16                  (Applause.)
  

17                  MR. CARWELL:  Rasheda Ashby.
  

18                  MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Paula
  

19   Williams.  I'm her mother.  I just want to let
  

20   all of you know before Reach, that would have
  

21   never happened.  She has really progressed
  

22   since she's been at Reach.
  

23                  I can remember when I decided to
  

24   just inquire about Reach, I talked to the
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 1   principal.  She said, "Yeah, she can come."
  

 2   From that moment to this moment, Laila has
  

 3   progressed tremendously.  And it would be a sad
  

 4   piece for me and my husband if the school was
  

 5   to close.  We looked really hard to get a
  

 6   productive school for our daughter and make
  

 7   sure that she could just progress and get way
  

 8   away from her shyness and just to try to focus
  

 9   on learning.  Reach has done that.  So, please,
  

10   please, reconsider and keep Reach open.
  

11                  MR. CARWELL:  Rasheda Ashby.
  

12                  MS. ASHBY:  Good evening, all.
  

13   My name is Rasheda Ashby.  I'm the mother of
  

14   four daughters, two of which attend Reach
  

15   Academy for Girls.  They have been there since
  

16   the school opened.  My oldest daughter -- well,
  

17   not my oldest daughter.  My 8-year-old
  

18   daughter, she's in 3rd grade there.  She's been
  

19   there since kindergarten.  I took her out of
  

20   the school that she was in, which is her feeder
  

21   school, Colonial School District, Gunning-
  

22   Bedford -- sorry, not Gunning-Bedford --
  

23   Southern Elementary School because they were
  

24   not challenging her enough in kindergarten.  I
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 1   brought her over to Reach and she has been
  

 2   challenged in every aspect.  She's learned so
  

 3   much.
  

 4                  And then I put her sister in, and
  

 5   she's now in 1st grade.  I have one more
  

 6   daughter that will go to Reach Academy for
  

 7   girls next year for kindergarten.  And they
  

 8   will go until 8th grade because Reach Academy
  

 9   needs to stay open.  I cannot have them in a
  

10   regular public school in Delaware because they
  

11   cannot perform at the level that Reach has
  

12   challenged them to.  I need for Reach to stay
  

13   open.  And that's it.
  

14                  MR. CARWELL:  Anave Arendall.
  

15                  MS. ARENDALL:  My name is Anave,
  

16   and I'm in 1st grade.  The thing that you
  

17   should do in the school is pay attention and
  

18   learn about what the teacher says.  You can
  

19   work hard on your work and make sure that you
  

20   get good grades.
  

21
  

22                  MS. SHENIQUA ARENDALL:  Is that
  

23   all you want to say?
  

24                  MS. ARENDALL:  Mm-hmm.
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 1                  MS. SHENIQUA ARENDALL:  Do you
  

 2   love Reach Academy?
  

 3                  MS. ARENDALL:  And I love Reach
  

 4   Academy.
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Stefanie Moyer.
  

 6                  MS. MOYER:  Well, I can't help
  

 7   but think back to just almost a year ago.  I
  

 8   was in the same position fighting for Pencader
  

 9   to stay open, located at 170 Lukens Drive.
  

10                  Some people, some of my
  

11   colleagues at Reach asked:  "Does this feel
  

12   like deja vu to you?"  And I said, "No, it
  

13   doesn't because Reach is different."  Many of
  

14   my colleagues from Reach -- or not from Reach,
  

15   from Pencader have asked me:  "Why are you
  

16   going to work for another charter school?  Why
  

17   would you do this again?"  When I interviewed,
  

18   Mrs. Allen, she told me:  "Just so you know,
  

19   we're up for renewal."  I said, "That's okay.
  

20   That's great.  I'm in."
  

21                  Because, you know what, this
  

22   school is different.  Why do I know it's
  

23   different?  Because in ten weeks teaching at
  

24   Reach, I have had administrators in my



37

  

 1   classroom more often than two years at
  

 2   Pencader.  I've met with instructional coaches
  

 3   more often than two years teaching at Pencader.
  

 4                  I've taught things.  I've been
  

 5   able to actually teach.  I can teach my
  

 6   students what to do.  In the intervention
  

 7   slots, I've learned how to teach math through
  

 8   help of the instructional coach and learning
  

 9   through on-line.
  

10                  And you know what, my 6th grade
  

11   homeroom at the beginning of the year, they
  

12   said, "Ms. Moyer, what is this dot thing in the
  

13   number?"  And they said, "Ms. Moyer, how do you
  

14   subtract with triple digits?"  And let me tell
  

15   you, out of my 19 homeroom students, only four
  

16   of them came from Reach, and those four from
  

17   5th grade knew what to do.  The other 15 came
  

18   from other public schools.  They were the ones
  

19   who did not know what to do.
  

20                  Today, in my intervention, I
  

21   taught them how to multiply with decimals,
  

22   multiply in triple digits and double digits.
  

23   This is the reason why Reach should stay open,
  

24   because the kids are learning, and it's
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 1   different.  I promise you it's different.
  

 2   Because there are watchful eyes on us.
  

 3                  Teachers making sure we're doing
  

 4   the right things for our students.  Thank you.
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

 6                 Sydnee Pollitt.
  

 7                  MS. POLLITT:  Hello.  My name is
  

 8   Sydnee Pollitt.  I have attended Reach Academy
  

 9   for now three years.  I think if Reach Academy
  

10   closed down, I would not be able to find
  

11   another all-girls school like Reach Academy.
  

12                  Reach Academy shows empowerment
  

13   of girls, and we are all about girl power.
  

14   Reach Academy is about reaching and teaching
  

15   for excellence.  So please keep Reach Academy
  

16   for Girls open.  Thank you.
  

17                  MR. CARWELL:  Dr. Alton Williams
  

18   and Dr. Lance Underwood.
  

19                  DR. WILLIAMS:  It's Dr. Alton
  

20   Williams and Dr. Lance Underwood, you've heard
  

21   from already.
  

22                  We have the great occasion of
  

23   moving in and out of many of these charter
  

24   schools as optometrists.  And we see a medical
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 1   issue within these schools that need to be
  

 2   addressed.
  

 3                  (Dr. Underwood places eyeglasses
  

 4   on Mr. Carwell.)
  

 5                  (Laughter.)
  

 6                  DR. WILLIAMS:  And we want to be
  

 7   quite demonstrative tonight with our
  

 8   chairperson, because this is a situation
  

 9   Dr. Underwood picked up just this morning at
  

10   Reach Academy.  A young lady who had extremely,
  

11   extremely poor sight had worn glasses, but had
  

12   not worn them in the past month, which means
  

13   that her visual functioning was totally
  

14   diminished.  And if you know anything about
  

15   numbers, eye numbers, a minus 21 is very
  

16   significant.
  

17                  So we're in there.  In fact,
  

18   we're in many charter schools.  And we go to
  

19   Kuumba, and we love Kuumba.  We love Kuumba.
  

20   But guess what?  We go to Reach, and we love
  

21   Reach.  That's a great school.
  

22                  And when I read in the paper
  

23   yesterday that they have lost their charter or
  

24   in the process of losing the charter, I was
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 1   dismayed and disgruntled and very, very angry
  

 2   because I had just been in there yesterday
  

 3   morning seeing these children, and these
  

 4   children are as bright and as capable and have
  

 5   great personalities.
  

 6                  They have great communal skills.
  

 7   They love one another.  You can feel it.  When
  

 8   we bring five or six into a room or 15 into a
  

 9   room, they are all over each other.  They love
  

10   one another.  They're supporting one another.
  

11   We get the same feel at Kuumba, which is doing
  

12   quite well and quite well supported by the
  

13   State.  Well, I expect the State to support
  

14   Reach as well.
  

15                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's
  

16   right.
  

17                  (Applause.)
  

18                  DR. WILLIAMS:  The eye has not
  

19   seen nor has the ear heard, nor has it entered
  

20   into the heart of men the things that these
  

21   young ladies will accomplish at Reach.  We
  

22   can't prejudge that now.  We can't base it on a
  

23   score.
  

24                  The woman who has finished number
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 1   1 in her high school class in Wilmington back
  

 2   in the '60s got great grades.  She had some
  

 3   difficulty with some of the standardized tests,
  

 4   but she got great grades.  Now, she went on to
  

 5   become a graduate from Brown University, a
  

 6   lawyer and everything else.
  

 7                  So you have to understand, we're
  

 8   not focusing in on those scores.  Once we get
  

 9   their visual abilities up -- 80 percent of all
  

10   learning comes through the visual mechanism.
  

11   Did you know that?  80 percent.  Once we get
  

12   those visual abilities up, and clicking the way
  

13   they should, it will work.  These scores will
  

14   go up.
  

15                  I saw a young lady yesterday.
  

16   She had a, what we call a convergence
  

17   insufficiency.  And most doctors would miss
  

18   this.  But we're in there doing specialized
  

19   tests with specialized equipment, and when
  

20   we -- when we had her look at a point in front
  

21   of her nose, she would see double right there.
  

22   She couldn't retrieve it back until it was way
  

23   out here.  And I said, "Somebody from this
  

24   group go down and talk to her teacher because I
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 1   know academically she is troubled right now.
  

 2   She is doing something -- she's struggling."
  

 3                  So as she -- as we got the
  

 4   feedback from the teacher, it turns out that
  

 5   she is a brilliant student, a brilliant person,
  

 6   but her academics are struggling right now.
  

 7                  So I am in favor, Dr. Underwood
  

 8   is in favor of this school remaining open.  How
  

 9   can we possibly consider shutting this place
  

10   down?  I walked the halls yesterday and it was
  

11   quiet as a church mouse roaming around.
  

12                  (Laughter.)
  

13                  DR. WILLIAMS:  Education is
  

14   happening, Ms. Williams, in that school.
  

15                  DR. UNDERWOOD:  Just two seconds.
  

16                  All I can say is that Reach,
  

17   Reach is just getting started.  Got a long way
  

18   to go.  And the demonstration I did with the
  

19   chairperson, that young lady, she's like that
  

20   all the time.  So he had to sit there for two
  

21   minutes with that on his face.  She has to be
  

22   like that all the time.  So you can imagine her
  

23   trying to take a standardized test on a
  

24   computer in a lab, sitting down, this close to
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 1   her face and trying to understand or comprehend
  

 2   what she was doing.  She is supposed to go back
  

 3   in there today and do reading.  She cannot
  

 4   possibly do that.
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Time is up.
  

 6                  DR. UNDERWOOD:  Please do not
  

 7   close Reach.  We have much more work to do.
  

 8   The faculty and the teachers know what to do.
  

 9   The parents know what to do.  Let's get it.
  

10                  MR. CARWELL:  Senator Margaret
  

11   Rose Henry.
  

12                  SENATOR HENRY:  Well, good
  

13   evening.  I will be brief.  I'm also speaking
  

14   on behalf of Representative J. J. Johnson.  We
  

15   have about four community meetings going on
  

16   tonight.  He went to cover me, so I'm going to
  

17   stay here and cover him.
  

18                  I want to say I'm honored to
  

19   represent this wonderful school.  I've had a
  

20   chance to go out to the school.  And what's so
  

21   impressive to me is the commitment of the
  

22   families, the parents to their school.  Because
  

23   you hear all the time that there is no parental
  

24   involvement.  That is not the case at Reach
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 1   Academy.  The day I was there, there were
  

 2   plenty of parents, caring parents.
  

 3                  The other thing I want to say is,
  

 4   I spend a lot of my professional career working
  

 5   with girls.  I used to be an executive director
  

 6   of an agency called Girls Inc., Girls Clubs of
  

 7   Delaware.  I can tell you from personal
  

 8   experience:  When you educate a girl, you
  

 9   educate a family.  So please don't let the
  

10   school close.  Thank you.
  

11                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you,
  

12   Senator Henry.
  

13                  Bonita Williams.
  

14                  MS. WILLIAMS:  Good evening, and
  

15   I thank you all for allowing me to speak.  I'm
  

16   a former member of the board of Reach Academy.
  

17   And I came to say that Reach represents
  

18   opportunity, opportunity.  This is a place
  

19   where a young lady can be sent to be enhanced
  

20   educationally, her intellect is taken care of,
  

21   but also her body is physically developed and
  

22   she's spiritually addressed.
  

23                  We've seen the product that this
  

24   school has produced under great duress over the
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 1   past two years.  And yet we see students who
  

 2   are poised, well spoken, who have character and
  

 3   dignity and not afraid to say what they know
  

 4   and what they believe.  They stand up.  My
  

 5   understanding as a citizen of these United
  

 6   States is that this is what we seek to produce.
  

 7                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's
  

 8   right.
  

 9                  MS. WILLIAMS:  Why are we even
  

10   considering closing this school?  We have
  

11   developed young ladies with techniques that are
  

12   critical, critical in the performance of jobs
  

13   and securing a job in these United States.
  

14   We're preparing children at Reach to compete
  

15   with those who are in China, Iran, in East
  

16   Asia.  These are the skills they must have:
  

17   They must know how to network.  They must know
  

18   how to speak.  They must know how to figure out
  

19   mathematics.  They must understand science.
  

20   They need to be able to network with diverse
  

21   populations.  All of this happens at Reach.
  

22   And it is not something that's happenstance.
  

23   It's well organized.
  

24                  There is a curriculum.  There is
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 1   a sense of unity and purpose that starts at the
  

 2   top from the board, through the staff, through
  

 3   the teachers, everybody who comes in there.
  

 4                  These parents that come here
  

 5   tonight on a Wednesday evening after having
  

 6   worked all day, some of them getting ready to
  

 7   go to work after this meeting, are people who
  

 8   understand that and are committed to providing
  

 9   the best opportunities they can for their
  

10   children.
  

11                  You think these are parents who
  

12   did not absolutely sit down and look at the
  

13   curriculum of the feeder schools that they left
  

14   to come here?  Absolutely not.  These are the
  

15   thinking people who are helping us to look
  

16   forward into the future and say I want my child
  

17   ready, able and willing to perform.  You don't
  

18   find that everywhere.  So I come to you as a
  

19   former board member, as a graduate of the
  

20   Wilmington public school system, as a mother
  

21   and as a woman, and I say:  Keep Reach open!
  

22   Thank you.
  

23                  (Applause.)
  

24                  MR. CARWELL:  Next on the list is
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 1   Representative J. J. Johnson, but as Senator
  

 2   Henry said --
  

 3                  SENATOR HENRY:  I spoke for him.
  

 4                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

 5                  Michelle Marshall.
  

 6                  MS. MARSHALL:  Fast forward.  I
  

 7   have three daughters who all attend Reach
  

 8   Academy.  Now I have custody of my niece, who
  

 9   is also at Reach Academy.
  

10                  The reason that we need to keep
  

11   this school -- that this school need to retain
  

12   their charter is, first all, our public school
  

13   wouldn't be able to adequately handle the --
  

14   with quality the issues that some of these kids
  

15   come to these schools with.  For example, my
  

16   daughter is a child -- and my niece, both of
  

17   them have serious mental health issues.  The
  

18   State of Delaware doesn't have an adequate
  

19   amount of services to be able to support these
  

20   girls.
  

21                  Since they've been there, my
  

22   daughter has not had any psychiatric admissions
  

23   in two years.  She's a child who --
  

24                  (Applause.)
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 1                  MS. MARSHALL:  Yeah.  The
  

 2   supports are really evident there, not only
  

 3   because it hasn't been there, but when you look
  

 4   at a principal like Principal Allen,
  

 5   Ms. Thomas, Ms. Laughman, a teacher there, you
  

 6   see things like --
  

 7                  Excuse me.  I'm a little nervous.
  

 8                  They go on and beyond the 9:00 to
  

 9   5:00 -- you know, the 9:00 to 3:00 day.  They
  

10   do things for my kids, like -- well, my
  

11   daughter is in and out -- when she was in and
  

12   out of the hospital, they reach out and they
  

13   call.  They come out, and they care.
  

14                  There was a couple girls who lost
  

15   their parents.  You know, it's really hard to
  

16   lose your mom as an adult, let alone as a
  

17   little kid.  And these women have embraced
  

18   these kids as -- nobody else could have done
  

19   that.  A public school, they would have been
  

20   lost in the sauce, you know.  And how are we
  

21   supposed to prepare them for college going
  

22   through issues like that in a big school where
  

23   they're lost.  You can't do that.  We have
  

24   schools like Reach Academy that's important to
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 1   these girls.
  

 2                  Ms. Laughman is a teacher who now
  

 3   teaches 2nd grade, but she worked with
  

 4   extracurricular activities.  And to me, she
  

 5   means a lot to me.  She -- during a hard time
  

 6   around Christmas time, she helped support my
  

 7   daughters and my family with financial help.
  

 8   There is no other teachers in the public school
  

 9   that would have done that.
  

10                  For these reasons, Delaware needs
  

11   more schools like Reach Academy to increase
  

12   college admissions and decrease high school
  

13   dropouts.
  

14                  Ms. Allen is somebody who my
  

15   daughter wanted me to comment on.  She helps
  

16   girls with their self-esteem, for things like
  

17   hair, and their, you know, menstrual cycle and
  

18   those types of thing.  Those are things that
  

19   cannot be addressed in a public school.  That's
  

20   important.
  

21                  And I just wanted to keep it
  

22   short and brief and say you really need to keep
  

23   Reach Academy open.  It's important.
  

24                  (Applause.)
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 1                  MR. CARWELL:  David Singleton.
  

 2                  MR. SINGLETON:  Good evening.
  

 3   The reason I'm speaking is on behalf of my
  

 4   daughter, Autumn Singleton.  We are proud
  

 5   people.  We have been in the United States
  

 6   since the 1790s.  And she comes from a line of
  

 7   women who had to teach themselves how to read
  

 8   and write.
  

 9                  Reach Academy has given her a lot
  

10   of confidence.  Reach Academy has taught her to
  

11   be more active.  She's on the cheerleading
  

12   squad.  And I used to struggle to tell they are
  

13   that she needs to exercise.  She loves to do it
  

14   now.
  

15                  So Reach Academy needs to be open
  

16   because it's really producing a viable citizen
  

17   in the United States of America.
  

18                  Reach Academy needs to be open
  

19   because in the 19 -- 1986, I developed a
  

20   curriculum I called Track Education.  Reach
  

21   Academy is the only school that I found that
  

22   comes close to what I think an education should
  

23   be.
  

24                  Reach Academy has opened its
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 1   doors.  And they had a Math Carnival.  And I
  

 2   really enjoyed the creativity that went on at
  

 3   Reach Academy.
  

 4                  Public schools can learn a lot
  

 5   from Reach Academy.  I for one believe that
  

 6   public schools should have the same quality
  

 7   education available as Reach Academy.  And
  

 8   Reach Academy will reach out to higher heights
  

 9   and greater depths because Reach Academy will
  

10   see tomorrow.
  

11                  (Applause.)
  

12                  MR. CARWELL:  Councilman Jea P.
  

13   Street.
  

14                  COUNCILMAN STREET:  As the young
  

15   ladies that presented themselves came forward
  

16   as a group, striving expeditiously and I think
  

17   graciously towards womanhood, came forward to
  

18   fight for themselves.  Those of us who are
  

19   so-called leaders and adults surely have a
  

20   responsibility to come forward and fight for
  

21   and with them.
  

22                  I come to you tonight in my
  

23   capacity as Education Chairperson of the State
  

24   Conference and Branches of the NAACP.  The
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 1   NAACP has good cause to come forward tonight.
  

 2   And while I as an individual and the state
  

 3   conference are not proponents of charter
  

 4   schools, we are proponents of fundamental
  

 5   fairness.  And what's fundamentally unfair
  

 6   about this is that when you disaggregate the
  

 7   data by race in the public school districts,
  

 8   the test scores at Reach are comparable and in
  

 9   some cases better --
  

10                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.
  

11                  COUNCILMAN STREET:  -- than some
  

12   of the public schools in their grades.  But
  

13   State Board of Education has stood idly by, put
  

14   districts on academic watch, and all the State
  

15   Board and Department has done is what?  Watch
  

16   them continue to fail.
  

17                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Hello!
  

18                  COUNCILMAN STREET:  When we went
  

19   forward as leaders -- Senator Henry was there,
  

20   Representative Johnson was there -- we met with
  

21   the governor.  We said we have to provide
  

22   additional resources, more resources for these
  

23   high poverty segregated schools.  And the
  

24   governor said we're going to rely on "Race to
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 1   the Top."
  

 2                  Regrettably, the "Race to the
  

 3   Top" is now turning into a run to the bottom.
  

 4                  (Laughter.)
  

 5                  COUNCILMAN STREET:  At this
  

 6   point, what I want to make crystal clear.  I
  

 7   don't want any --
  

 8                  Ms. Allen and I got into a major
  

 9   fight last year over a student.  We found a way
  

10   to resolve that and to work together.  I'm not
  

11   asking the State board to do anything different
  

12   than we already have.
  

13                  I want to make it real clear.  I
  

14   took over the chairmanship of the Educational
  

15   Committee for a reason.  The NAACP is not
  

16   looking for a fight, but the State
  

17   Accountability Committee is looking for a
  

18   fight.  You all picked this fight.
  

19                  MR. SMITH:  And we will fight
  

20   them.
  

21                  COUNCILMAN STREET:  And I don't
  

22   want anybody to come in here and say Jea Street
  

23   came in and threatened to demonstrate,
  

24   threatened to litigate.  I want to be clear.  I
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 1   don't know what the outcome will be, but the
  

 2   NAACP will demonstrate, we will litigate.
  

 3   We're in it to win.  It's all about kids.
  

 4                  (Applause.)
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Mr. Richard Smith.
  

 6                  MR. SMITH:  What can I say after
  

 7   him?
  

 8                  The only thing I can say is:  We
  

 9   will fight.  We usually fight for public
  

10   schools.  Every time we go to convention, it's
  

11   all about public schools.  When you got black
  

12   schools and black and white students in our
  

13   community from poor communities, which people
  

14   went out to handpick the kids that come in and
  

15   the young ladies and stuff.  Then once the
  

16   State said, "Well, we're going to work with
  

17   you."  Then when you turn around, the State
  

18   ain't no place to be found.  But two years
  

19   later, they got a piece of paper saying they're
  

20   going to close you up.  Something is wrong.
  

21                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.
  

22                  MR. SMITH:  When Newark Charter
  

23   School got a million dollars -- they can raise
  

24   money, and they raise money like crazy.  And
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 1   they're playing with the Ping-Pong ball in
  

 2   allowing people to come in.  And some people
  

 3   only get in there.
  

 4                  And you got a poor community that
  

 5   basically say we're going to put these young
  

 6   ladies together, and it worked.  It worked.
  

 7   It's working better than Colonial School
  

 8   District, Brandywine School District,
  

 9   Christiana School District -- especially
  

10   Christiana.  You know, Christiana is one of the
  

11   worst.
  

12                  I had to take a stand.  And the
  

13   stand was two years ago sending -- Margaret
  

14   Henry and I talked on the phone for three hours
  

15   when they were about to close up and a whole
  

16   lot of stuff was going on.  I asked the
  

17   senator, I said, "Can you work with them?"
  

18   Then Jea came to me.  And I've been begging Jea
  

19   for almost a year now to be Chairman of the
  

20   Education Committee.  We've been doing this so
  

21   long.  You wouldn't be surprised.  We've been
  

22   doing it over 30 years, maybe 35 years.  But
  

23   now I got to move my vision from the public
  

24   schools and go to the charter schools.  I got
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 1   to give the minority kids, the black kids and
  

 2   the poor white kids an avenue.  Somebody want
  

 3   to open a school, we got to support them.
  

 4                  What I'm saying here today:  We
  

 5   want a meeting with the State Department of
  

 6   Education.  We want to sit down, and we want
  

 7   you all to say not how good they are, we stand
  

 8   for something.  Let's rise.  Let's support
  

 9   these kids.  Let's get on eBay.  I mean,
  

10   Facebook, online, and let's get our families
  

11   together.  It's a movement.  It's a quiet
  

12   revolution.  If you want this school, you can't
  

13   just talk words.  Join us in anything we need
  

14   to do.  Thank you.
  

15                  (Applause.)
  

16                  MR. CARWELL:  Toby Conrad.
  

17                  MR. CONRAD:  My wife and I have
  

18   two daughters at Reach.  Our oldest is in 3rd
  

19   grade, has been there for four years, the whole
  

20   time Reach has been in existence.  And our
  

21   middle daughter is in 1st grade.  And our
  

22   youngest daughter we hope to go there in two
  

23   more years.
  

24                  I remember four years ago we were
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 1   thinking about kindergarten for our oldest
  

 2   daughter and saw the billboards for Reach and
  

 3   were excited for the opportunity to have a
  

 4   public school education for our daughter that
  

 5   was at an all-girl school.  And we knew there
  

 6   was nothing else like it in Delaware.  And so
  

 7   we immediately looked into it and were very
  

 8   excited.
  

 9                  And, of course, that first year
  

10   there were some obvious problems, and we were
  

11   thinking of moving on from there, going into
  

12   the local elementary school, but we saw -- with
  

13   the change in leadership, you know, we changed
  

14   our views.
  

15                  I'm one of the parent
  

16   representatives on the Citizens Budget
  

17   Oversight Committee.  So I saw firsthand how
  

18   the leadership really worked hard to get over
  

19   the financial hurdles that they had and the
  

20   struggles that they faced.  And we really do
  

21   support the leadership now with the other
  

22   struggles that we're having, and we think that
  

23   they can overcome those hardships.
  

24                  We've decided to keep our
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 1   daughters there and would like to keep them
  

 2   there in the future, even though now -- we live
  

 3   in Claymont, a half mile away from the old
  

 4   site.  We had some decisions to make this past
  

 5   year when we heard about the Lukens Drive
  

 6   facility.  And it's a definitely an upgrade in
  

 7   facilities.  We all know that.  There's two
  

 8   great new buildings.  But that's not really
  

 9   what put it over the top for us.  But it was
  

10   that we wanted to keep our girls at Reach
  

11   Academy no matter where it was.  It's about 15
  

12   miles away now.  And we have a public
  

13   elementary school a quarter mile from our
  

14   house.  So I think it says something that we
  

15   want to send them that distance to get the
  

16   quality education they're getting.
  

17                  I guess, lastly.  I believe in
  

18   the school leadership, the board for the last
  

19   couple of years, and really in the teaching
  

20   staff from the experiences that our daughters
  

21   have had and the education they're receiving.
  

22   We're going to keep our daughters there through
  

23   8th grade and have another one coming.  Thank
  

24   you very much.
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 1                  (Applause.)
  

 2                  MR. CARWELL:  Beth Conrad.
  

 3                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Come on,
  

 4   let's reach!
  

 5                  MS. CONRAD:  Thank you for
  

 6   allowing me to speak.  I have the same two
  

 7   children at Reach.  My oldest in 3rd grade at
  

 8   Reach, she's been there since the doors opened.
  

 9   In all of her years at Reach, she has been told
  

10   to reach higher when she has met a goal to see
  

11   what else she can do and continue to grow.
  

12                  You all know me, so this is going
  

13   to get sort of not too pretty.
  

14                  My second daughter in 3rd grade
  

15   is told the same thing.  The same encouragement
  

16   is given to her.  She is excited and wants to
  

17   understand things, improve faster, competing
  

18   with herself or her dad, her older sister, to
  

19   go a little faster with her sight words or her
  

20   math homework.
  

21                  I'm cutting part of my speech.
  

22                  My 3rd-grader took the DCAS test
  

23   this year for the first official time, and she
  

24   will not need to take it again this year.  You
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 1   know what that means, so I'm not going to take
  

 2   it into details.  She is thriving at Reach
  

 3   Academy.  She's well above where she needs to
  

 4   be, but she's not told:  This is okay, just sit
  

 5   there and relax.  She is told:  Go higher!
  

 6   What else can you do?  She's doing division.
  

 7   The other girls are doing multiplication.  She
  

 8   loves it.
  

 9                  When you look at the test scores
  

10   at Reach, you are only looking at three years
  

11   of testing for a very changing population.  We
  

12   have not had a chance to have our own Reach
  

13   students progress into 5th grade.  Next year
  

14   will be our first year having Reach 4th-graders
  

15   move on to 5th grade.  Starting to change our
  

16   middle school.  Things will look different.
  

17                  I'm thankful for the girls that
  

18   came, that graduated last year and talked about
  

19   how Reach changed their lives and how they came
  

20   in scoring low and now are thriving in honors
  

21   classes at Brandywine High School.
  

22                  Right now, every year, we have
  

23   been bringing in students from all over New
  

24   Castle County.  Those students are not going to
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 1   be coming from schools or districts where
  

 2   everything is going right or the parents
  

 3   wouldn't be pulling them out and sending them
  

 4   to Reach.  They're looking for something new to
  

 5   help their daughters.
  

 6                  We have also had a large turnover
  

 7   of students, especially after the first year
  

 8   due to the awful circumstances that could have
  

 9   been avoided by some of the new regulations
  

10   that are now set forth to start a charter
  

11   school.  Unfortunately, we were the ones that
  

12   had to make it apparent that change in
  

13   background checks was needed at a state level.
  

14                  We have changed a lot from that
  

15   first year.  Our financial issues have improved
  

16   and are doing well, thanks to the help and
  

17   guidance from the State Department of
  

18   Education.
  

19                  The State board even just four
  

20   months ago approved our move to the new
  

21   location.  We are asking that you give us a
  

22   chance with your help to change our test scores
  

23   for positive as well, just like you helped
  

24   Positive Outcomes Charter School that is also
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 1   being renewed today.  We as parents want better
  

 2   test scores, and I know the administration does
  

 3   as well.  We are asking for a chance and help.
  

 4   Do not give up on Reach so soon.
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Time.
  

 6                  MS. CONRAD:  As my daughters'
  

 7   teachers say, when we reach the requirements we
  

 8   want to keep reaching higher.  Let us have the
  

 9   opportunity to exceed expectations, and come
  

10   alongside Reach Academy for Girls.
  

11                  (Applause.)
  

12                  MR. CARWELL:  The next three
  

13   names are listed as a group.  We have Jennifer
  

14   Wahl, Faith Rodriguez and Rhonda Laughman.
  

15                  MS. LAUGHMAN:  My name is Rhonda
  

16   Laughman, and I am a 2nd grade teacher at Reach
  

17   Academy.  This is one of my students, Faith
  

18   Rodriguez.  This is her first year at Reach,
  

19   and she wanted to talk.  All yours, babe.
  

20                  MS. RODRIGUEZ:  My name is Faith.
  

21   And I am in Ms. Laughman's class.  And this is
  

22   my first time at Reach.  And when I was at
  

23   Ms. Laughman's class, I feel so happy to be
  

24   there because I saw all my friends there that
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 1   always played with me and they helped me.  And
  

 2   I got an A plus on my test for three-digit
  

 3   math.  And I am proud to be at Reach Academy.
  

 4                  (Applause.)
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Jennifer Wahl.
  

 6                  MS. WAHL:  Good evening.  Thank
  

 7   you so much for allowing us to speak this
  

 8   evening.  A few words that I've heard repeated
  

 9   frequently this evening:  "Progression,
  

10   opportunity and challenge."  The State has
  

11   given us a tremendous challenge come in July.
  

12   You challenged us to open up a brand new school
  

13   building in less than six weeks.  We accepted
  

14   your challenge.  All of the staff have come to
  

15   Reach Academy.  We have been there countless
  

16   hours, and we have gotten that school open for
  

17   day one.  All of our students are ready to go.
  

18   They come in every day happy with smiles and
  

19   hugs for all of us.
  

20                  Ms. Allen has implemented an RTI
  

21   program 30 minutes every day.  I have 21
  

22   students in my class.  One student in
  

23   particular came in to me not knowing how to
  

24   spell her name, not knowing how to write her



64

  

 1   name, not knowing how to read any sight words.
  

 2   Today, she read me 150 sight words.
  

 3                  A SPEAKER:  There you go.
  

 4                  MS. WAHL:  Today she counted by
  

 5   10s all the way to a hundred.  Today she
  

 6   counted by 5s all the way to a hundred.  And my
  

 7   entire class counted by 2s all the way to a
  

 8   hundred because of the 30 minutes of R RTI
  

 9   block that Ms. Allen has implemented in our
  

10   classrooms.
  

11                  You have given us a huge
  

12   challenge.  Now we challenge you to help keep
  

13   us open to let us continue our work and
  

14   continue to progress and let our students
  

15   succeed.  Thank you.
  

16                  MR. CARWELL:  B. Ivan Rumor.
  

17                  Autumn Singleton.
  

18                  MS. SINGLETON:  Hi.  My name is
  

19   Autumn.  I'm a proud student of Reach Academy.
  

20   I really enjoy the school because they taught
  

21   me new things.  I also made lots of friends,
  

22   and they are like family to me.
  

23                  For this being my first year, I
  

24   really would like to continue grade 7 and 8.
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 1   The teachers are very supportive, and I love
  

 2   how they push me day to day to be my best.  I
  

 3   also was able to join the cheerleading team,
  

 4   which is so much fun.  They also have other
  

 5   activities that are offered, such as basketball
  

 6   and Girls on the Run.  I love it now.  I'll
  

 7   love it later.  I love being at Reach every
  

 8   day.
  

 9                  MR. CARWELL:  Anita Esther
  

10   Crocker.
  

11                  MS. CROCKER:  Please bear with
  

12   me.  I'm suffering from laryngitis.
  

13                  And when I got the letter stating
  

14   that, you know, we were meeting here.  I do
  

15   appreciate you guys having the meeting here in
  

16   Wilmington.  Because so many of the parents
  

17   would have gone to Dover, but it just wasn't
  

18   convenient.  I'm glad to see the number of
  

19   teachers and parents that are here tonight.  I
  

20   do appreciate that.
  

21                  When I got the notice about the
  

22   school potentially closing, even with my
  

23   current condition, I knew I had to speak up on
  

24   behalf of the school.
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 1                  My daughter is probably the one
  

 2   of the youngest -- probably is the youngest in
  

 3   the 3rd grade.  I mean, she's been at the
  

 4   school since kindergarten, and now she's in 3rd
  

 5   grade.
  

 6                  I remember when I enrolled her, I
  

 7   was welcomed with open arms by Ms. Allen and
  

 8   Ms. Thomas, and I haven't looked back since.
  

 9   Even though we've gone through staff changes,
  

10   the environment of the school has not changed.
  

11   The passion of the teachers have not changed.
  

12   Even now -- again, my daughter has been there
  

13   since kindergarten -- she still goes back to
  

14   speak to her previous teachers, you know, when
  

15   she has opportunity, just to show them love.
  

16   And that's what you get from the students at
  

17   Reach Academy, that love that doesn't matter
  

18   whether you see that kid or not, you know you
  

19   can go back and that kid remembers you and
  

20   appreciates, you know, what you did that year
  

21   that they were in your class.  And you can't
  

22   put a price tag on that, you know.
  

23                  Having an all-girl school gives
  

24   my daughter opportunity to establish
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 1   friendships, a sisterhood with her classmates.
  

 2   She looks for -- I mean, that 3rd-grade class
  

 3   is so tight, I mean, they've been together
  

 4   since kindergarten.  And just like sisters they
  

 5   get in arguments, they fight with each other,
  

 6   but the next thing you know, they kiss and make
  

 7   up.  It's really tight there.
  

 8                  Even that goes with the parents.
  

 9   You know, Jody, Beth, there's a number of
  

10   parents here that have been here as long as I
  

11   have, and we see each other, we don't -- we
  

12   greet each other with a hug.  You know, that's
  

13   the passion that we have.  And that's what the
  

14   school brings to me.
  

15                  It would be a shame for this
  

16   school to be closed.  Again, I've been here
  

17   back when Mr. White was here.  You know, I
  

18   spoke up for the school, you know, then.  And
  

19   I'm speaking up for the school again.  So, I
  

20   mean, so much has changed in the environment of
  

21   the school.  And if you just walk in, you can
  

22   see it.  The kids are learning.  And I think if
  

23   you just give us some time so we can show you
  

24   that, you know, it does make a difference, the
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 1   school does make a difference in their
  

 2   community.
  

 3                  Paisley, what did you want to
  

 4   say?
  

 5                  MS. PAISLEY CROCKER:  Hello.  My
  

 6   name is Paisley Crocker.  I think you should
  

 7   keep this school open because it's very nice
  

 8   and it is a bully-free school.  I think
  

 9   everybody here is learning.  And I'm proud to
  

10   be here.  This school seems very inspiring for
  

11   me.
  

12                  First when I was here, I was very
  

13   scared, but then I made some new friends, and
  

14   they started to like me.  But then as long as
  

15   I've been here friends became my family.  And
  

16   then I've learned from that a lot.  When I
  

17   first -- when I first was challenged, I was
  

18   really scared and I didn't want to do it.  But
  

19   after my first teacher in kindergarten helped
  

20   me, I got the hang of it and then I got better.
  

21   Thank you.
  

22                  (Applause.)
  

23                  MR. CARWELL:  Ms. Crocker, could
  

24   you have your daughter sign or put your
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 1   daughter's name in?  Thank you so much.
  

 2                  Deb Ford.
  

 3                  MS. Ford:  Hi.  I'm Deborah Ford.
  

 4   I'm the parent of a daughter who is in 3rd
  

 5   grade who wishes she could be here and did her
  

 6   best of convincing the nurse and her teacher
  

 7   that she was fine today, but unfortunately, she
  

 8   is home, determined to be at school tomorrow
  

 9   though.  She's working on it.  That's all part
  

10   of what Reach is and what Reach has done for --
  

11   look at me.
  

12                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Come on,
  

13   Debbie.  Take your time.
  

14                  MS. FORD:  Test scores are
  

15   critical and absolutely implemented for a
  

16   reason.  They can't be ignored as much as we
  

17   would probably like.  And we can't hide them.
  

18   And we're not looking to do that.  But what we
  

19   need to do before we can make an impact on
  

20   scores is make an impact on the children that
  

21   are taking the tests and that are actually the
  

22   ones that are earning the scores.
  

23                  Before a child can sit down and
  

24   actually answer a question and before they can
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 1   take a test, they need to be able to see, like
  

 2   what was pointed out earlier.  They need to be
  

 3   able to have the basics.  They need to know
  

 4   their sight words.  They need to know their
  

 5   numbers.
  

 6                  Thanks, Judy.
  

 7                  They need to know that they're
  

 8   okay, that they're in a safe environment.  They
  

 9   need to have food.  They need to eat breakfast.
  

10   They need to eat lunch.  They need to feel they
  

11   have support around them.  They need friends
  

12   and family.  That's what Reach has been working
  

13   on the last few years.
  

14                  Scores are what they are.  But
  

15   when you look at where they are and where these
  

16   children came from, sometimes the breakfast
  

17   that they have at Reach is one of the only two
  

18   meals that they have because the second one is
  

19   the lunch that they have at Reach.
  

20                  A lot of them are bused from
  

21   miles away.  I, very similar to the Conrads,
  

22   have an elementary school in my neighborhood.
  

23   It's physically in my neighborhood and we can
  

24   walk there.  Actually, my daughter attended
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 1   there for two years.  And we elected to go back
  

 2   to Reach Academy, and we did because her
  

 3   kindergarten year was an amazing year, despite
  

 4   everything that happened with the financial
  

 5   status of the school, despite everything that
  

 6   happened to the board.
  

 7                  When you went to that school,
  

 8   those classroom doors were shut.  Those
  

 9   teachers were teaching at what I believe to be
  

10   the lowest part of what could have happened to
  

11   a school, but yet they accomplished so much.
  

12                  My daughter sang at the end of a
  

13   talent show.  My daughter at the end of
  

14   kindergarten told Ms. Allen:  "Don't worry.
  

15   I'll be back.  I'm going to be President of
  

16   Student Council.  I will."  And she's still
  

17   determined.
  

18                  She wanted to come tonight and
  

19   she wanted to share with you a little bit about
  

20   what Reach has meant to her, but I am just
  

21   going to -- unfortunately, I don't have the
  

22   paper in front of me.  And I have ten seconds.
  

23                  But what Reach has done for her
  

24   is that it has made her a young girl, who is
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 1   comfortable, confident -- can't beat that --
  

 2   and excited to learn.  She recently injured her
  

 3   ankle.  The physician told her that she could
  

 4   stay home.  And she looked at --
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Time.
  

 6                  MS. FORD:  And she looked at the
  

 7   doctor and said, "Absolutely no way.  Ms. Allen
  

 8   will take care of me.  Ms. Wahl will take care
  

 9   of me.  They will make sure I need what I can
  

10   do to take care of my ankle, so I will be at
  

11   school tomorrow."
  

12                  Thank you very much.
  

13                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

14                  Damion Williams.
  

15                  MR. WILLIAMS:  I want to make it
  

16   brief for everyone.
  

17                  We are Affinity Health & Medical
  

18   Systems.  We partner with seven different
  

19   charter schools and provide services via
  

20   wellness centers.
  

21                  This whole thing is very
  

22   disturbing because Reach -- you know, Reach
  

23   hits home on a number of issues.
  

24                  For one.  Super strong
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 1   leadership.  Super strong board.  A board that
  

 2   is forward thinking, much like other schools
  

 3   that we partner with.  But it actually came to
  

 4   us very early on.  Our organization really
  

 5   began with a grant out of nowhere, equipment-
  

 6   only opportunity.  And one of the first phone
  

 7   calls we did receive was from the board here
  

 8   because they knew what our plans were, how we
  

 9   were bringing targeted services, again, within
  

10   the community that actually needed to take
  

11   place.
  

12                  Again, targeted individuals,
  

13   family, group, behavioral health services.
  

14   In the communities that we serve, it really
  

15   doesn't happen.  In our community, it's frowned
  

16   upon.  We push it back.  We're all tough.
  

17   We're all strong.  We all suffer in silence and
  

18   choke it back.
  

19                  We've had an opportunity, again,
  

20   partnering with a really strong school to
  

21   actually begin to peel that onion back on
  

22   really a community that has been suffering in
  

23   silence, and really start to deal with those
  

24   issues case by case, person by person, girl by
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 1   girl.
  

 2                  In terms of the wellness aspect,
  

 3   my father, Dr. Underwood, we're fortunate
  

 4   enough to have their talents lent, too.  Look
  

 5   forward to sharing actually the results of the
  

 6   vision screenings and tests.
  

 7                  What we're seeing, again, are
  

 8   some staggering numbers.  Again, if we're going
  

 9   to look at test scores, you have to take a few
  

10   numbers into consideration.  For one, 80
  

11   percent of learning is done through the visual
  

12   system.  You can't get around it.  A lot of
  

13   these individuals, unfortunately, cannot see as
  

14   well as we would like them to perform on the
  

15   tests.
  

16                  Second of all.  Some of the
  

17   environments they're coming from.  I know a lot
  

18   of schools -- again, how Mouse was talking
  

19   about earlier -- it's a Ping-Pong system.
  

20   Yeah, they're going to choose this, they're
  

21   going to choose that.  They're going to
  

22   cherry-pick so scores stay high.  I remember
  

23   very specifically a conversation I had with
  

24   Ms. Allen, the administration here, who
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 1   physically opened the doors up for more
  

 2   students -- again, at-risk students who other
  

 3   schools would have pushed away -- and took them
  

 4   on, again working very closely with their
  

 5   board, realizing they had additional services
  

 6   coming in so we can attend to these girls.
  

 7                  Now, again, being a
  

 8   self-professed data junky, you have to really
  

 9   look at those numbers and really get the story
  

10   behind everything that's going on.  Go to the
  

11   school for a little bit.  See actually.  It's
  

12   beautiful to watch, you know.  Beautiful little
  

13   girls walking around, quiet, orderly, mannerly.
  

14   I'm sure they have their issues here and there.
  

15                  Again, administration.  Every
  

16   time I come in, for whatever reason, I see
  

17   Ms. Allen escorting kids to and from, just very
  

18   much hands-on.  Again, I get calls from the
  

19   board, we have to have discussions as well,
  

20   too.  This is an involved group.  This is an
  

21   involved board.  This is a group of
  

22   individuals -- you know.  For any of us who own
  

23   organizations or have started our own and
  

24   cutting 50 percent of workforce and starting
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 1   that over.  That's nothing I wish on anybody.
  

 2   But they actually did that to make the programs
  

 3   better for the girls.  This is a school that's
  

 4   all about the girls, all about education.  The
  

 5   scores will rise.
  

 6                  Again, I challenge you to look at
  

 7   the story between the numbers because these
  

 8   kids are not binary codes.  They're not zeros
  

 9   and 1s, there.  These are live.  Again, that's
  

10   my piece.
  

11                  (Applause.)
  

12                  MR. CARWELL:  At this point I
  

13   will accept comments from anyone else who
  

14   desires to speak.
  

15                  Please sign in.
  

16                  MS. GRAHAM:  Christina Graham.
  

17                  MR. CARWELL:  Could you, please,
  

18   write your name?
  

19                  Is there anyone else who desires
  

20   to speak who has not signed in?
  

21                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yes.
  

22                  MR. CARWELL:  For anyone else who
  

23   is desiring to speak, as I mentioned earlier,
  

24   please, if there is anything that you intend to
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 1   speak about, please let it be different or new
  

 2   as opposed to repetitious of what was said
  

 3   earlier.
  

 4                  MS. GRAHAM:  I've gone to Reach
  

 5   Academy since 1st grade.  And I was a little
  

 6   scared at first, but I showed that I really
  

 7   wanted to be here.  I have had Ms. Gimbel for
  

 8   two years in a row, and now I'm going with
  

 9   Mrs. Morris, who I love and as well as I love
  

10   Ms. Gimbel.
  

11                  (Laughter.)
  

12                  MS. GRAHAM:  I've been thinking
  

13   that math is a little hard for me, but since
  

14   it's hard, it's my favorite.  And so I pushed
  

15   through it.
  

16                  Usually I see girls walking in
  

17   the hallway hip-and-lip.  It's a thing we do
  

18   because of girls.  And on assemblies, we have
  

19   girl power.
  

20                  I've been proud of everyone who
  

21   has gotten student of the month.  I'm never
  

22   going to be like I really want to be student of
  

23   the month.  I'm always proud of my friends.
  

24                  I've been thinking that everyone
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 1   at Reach Academy is proud of being there and is
  

 2   happy.  Sometimes I hear girls just having a
  

 3   happy dance sometimes because of Reach Academy.
  

 4   And I don't want it to close.  I think Reach
  

 5   Academy has the skills the girls are -- is
  

 6   amazing.  And if you are new, you should
  

 7   continue trying.
  

 8                  Today I had a DCAS grade, and I
  

 9   got a 390 and 49.  And I was really happy.
  

10                  I was proud when I found out I
  

11   was going to Reach Academy on the first time.
  

12   And every day I come to school with a happy
  

13   face and I am always trying to be -- I'm trying
  

14   to be the person I'm supposed to be.
  

15                  My mom is always trying to help
  

16   Reach Academy, and I try to help, too, because
  

17   Reach Academy is the best school I've ever gone
  

18   to.
  

19                  Reach Academy, I think I will
  

20   stay until 8th grade.  And when I go -- when I
  

21   reach 8th grade, I will come back, visit all
  

22   the time.  When Reach Academy is over for me,
  

23   and when I've gone to 9th grade, I will see my
  

24   teachers and I will be grateful that they have
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 1   gotten me.  Thank you.
  

 2                  And thank you for hearing me.
  

 3                  (Applause.)
  

 4                  MR. CARWELL:  Melissa Morris.
  

 5                  MS. MORRIS:  Good evening.  I'm
  

 6   going to keep it short because I know we've
  

 7   been here for awhile.  I really debated on
  

 8   whether I was going to come up and speak or
  

 9   not, but I felt like I needed to.
  

10                  I'm a 3rd-grade teacher.  And my
  

11   3rd-grade team is here.  And I really stress
  

12   team because that is the sense that you get at
  

13   Reach Academy.  We don't call our students
  

14   "students."  You barely hear us say that.  We
  

15   say "our girls."  They're my girls when they
  

16   walk in the.  They're my girls when they leave.
  

17   And I am there in the same fashion.  We are a
  

18   family.
  

19                  And it takes -- we teach the
  

20   whole child at Reach Academy.  The children
  

21   don't just come in on the levels we would like
  

22   them to all the time, but that doesn't deter is
  

23   from giving them our all.  Because that's what
  

24   a family does, you give your all.
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 1                  Numbers are important.  Tests are
  

 2   important.  Scores are important.  We are a
  

 3   young school.  But we are showing growth in our
  

 4   own way.  Our girls, my girls, can reach me at
  

 5   any time.  I know we had a fellow colleague who
  

 6   came from a district.  She was like, "Wait.
  

 7   You call the parents?  The parents can call you
  

 8   on your cell phone?"
  

 9                  My very first Mother's Day, I'm
  

10   on the phone with one of my parents explaining
  

11   a project, going above and beyond.  All of our
  

12   teachers do the same thing.
  

13                  Just this year coming in, I had
  

14   15 out of my 20 girls.  And Christina is one of
  

15   them.  She wasn't talking about her DCAS.  She
  

16   was talking about her SRI and SMI, which is our
  

17   scholastic reading English course and our math
  

18   as well.  I had 15 out of my 20 girls show
  

19   growth.  Some of my girls have increased their
  

20   scores 390 points since September 11th.  And
  

21   that goes to show that we are working, we are
  

22   growing, but we need time.  And if you give us
  

23   that time, we can continue to show this growth
  

24   from September until now.  And that was in math
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 1   and in reading as well.  But once again, if we
  

 2   don't have the opportunity to do so, we can
  

 3   never prove it.  So thank you.
  

 4                  MR. CARWELL:  Kristie Campbell.
  

 5                  MS. CAMPBELL:  Hello.  I'm
  

 6   Kristie Campbell.  I currently teach 4th grade,
  

 7   the very first year of 4th grade, which our
  

 8   girls are very excited about.  I always tell
  

 9   them that they represent the first 4th grade,
  

10   so they should be proud of that.
  

11                  This is my first year of teaching
  

12   all girls.  So that's a new experience.  And
  

13   with the challenge, I just want to show two
  

14   examples -- or two incidences that happened.
  

15                  Well, before we took the DCAS, my
  

16   girls were -- like, as soon as they see
  

17   something, they just freak.  If they never saw
  

18   it before, they freak.  I told them:  "There is
  

19   stuff on this test that you probably haven't
  

20   seen before because I didn't teach it to you.
  

21   It's the 4th grade test they are going to use
  

22   for the whole year."
  

23                  So they took the test.  Some of
  

24   them melted down.  Three days ago, we were
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 1   teaching math.  It was two digits times one
  

 2   digit.  And one of my girls said,
  

 3   "Mrs. Campbell, that was on the test, but I
  

 4   didn't know how to do it."  I said, "Now you
  

 5   do."  You really did teach it to us."
  

 6                  So now that they have the
  

 7   confidence, they give me the faith that I'm
  

 8   going to teach it to them.  All right.  They
  

 9   didn't know how to do it in September because
  

10   they never saw it before.  They saw it.  They
  

11   learned.  Come May, they're ready to take it.
  

12   They're ready.  They said:  "Bring it on."
  

13                  One girl said, "Ms. Campbell, may
  

14   I do that on the board.  May I please do an
  

15   example?"  This child never wanted to come to
  

16   the board.  The minute she saw that -- and
  

17   couldn't do it on SMI -- it was like:  "I got
  

18   this, Ms. Campbell.  Tell them to bring it."  I
  

19   said, "Say that grammatically correct."
  

20                  So we couldn't do that all day.
  

21   We did a math test.  And they did pretty
  

22   terrible on it.  So we redid it.  We rewind it.
  

23   We rewind.  They're all out of their seats
  

24   because that's how they learn.  They're not
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 1   test-takers.  They're not papers.  They're not
  

 2   pencils.  We cheered all day long.
  

 3   We sing.  We do the 10 word problem boogie, and
  

 4   the Continent Song.  Today we had continents.
  

 5   You got to come and check it out.  It is
  

 6   fabulous.  That's the type of learners they
  

 7   are.  They don't like a screen.  They want to
  

 8   get up and be part of it.
  

 9                  So that's what we need.  We need
  

10   the time to do that.
  

11                  You can ask my girls today the
  

12   seven continents.  They learned it like that.
  

13   They knew it.  They danced it.  You can see
  

14   them, when they're taking the test, they dance
  

15   at their desk because they're doing it.
  

16                  I got the pleasure of telling my
  

17   girl that had the lowest math score -- it was
  

18   letters as her DCAS score -- that she got the
  

19   highest grade on her math test last week.  I
  

20   couldn't wait.  I wanted to call her that
  

21   night.  It was 8:00 o'clock at night.  I said
  

22   to my husband, I said, "Jack, too late to call
  

23   her?"  "Kristie, she's sleeping."  I said,
  

24   "Okay."



84

  

 1                  The minute she got there, I said,
  

 2   "Get over here, get over here."  "Oh, am I in
  

 3   trouble?"  "No.  I got exciting news.  You got
  

 4   the highest grade on the test, the highest
  

 5   grade in the class."  She said, "Can I go call
  

 6   my mom?"  "Please go call your mom.  Shout it
  

 7   from the rooftop."
  

 8                  Because that it is what it's
  

 9   about.  So she did awful on her DCAS.  She has
  

10   letters as her score.  She really does.  She
  

11   has the highest grade in the class, but she
  

12   couldn't do it on DCAS.  Now she can.  She'll
  

13   tell you she can.  She said, "Bring it on.  I
  

14   can do it, Mrs. Campbell."
  

15                  I make them stand up every day.
  

16   The minute they tell me that they can't, "Stand
  

17   up.  Push your chair under."  I make them say,
  

18   "I can do it."  "I can't hear you."  "I can do
  

19   it."  And that's what we're about.  That's what
  

20   our school is about.
  

21                  This is all new for me, all
  

22   girls.  Okay.  Bring it on!  The challenges are
  

23   there.  Because they're not taking my power.
  

24                  MR. CARWELL:  Time.
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 1                  (Applause.)
  

 2                  MS. CAMPELL:  Ask them about
  

 3   their power, because they don't give it away.
  

 4                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

 5                  Paris Jackson and Bernicea
  

 6   Jackson.
  

 7                  MS. BERNICEA JACKSON:  I'm going
  

 8   to speak first because my daughter talks too
  

 9   much.
  

10                  (Laughter.)
  

11                  MS. JACKSON:  My name is Bernicea
  

12   Jackson.  My daughter is a very, very new
  

13   student at Reach Academy.  Honestly, I wasn't
  

14   going to come to this meeting tonight because I
  

15   was a little frustrated because I just let --
  

16   we just had to move to Wilmington.  I'm in a
  

17   transitional housing program.  One of my
  

18   hardest decisions of coming here was finding a
  

19   good school.  So when I heard that the school
  

20   may be facing closing, I was like, "Oh, God,
  

21   not again.  What are we doing?  What is going
  

22   on?"
  

23                  But I had a meeting today on the
  

24   phone with my daughter's teacher, Ms. Wallace,
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 1   and the -- special education teacher, and I was
  

 2   frustrated because I kind of felt like I was in
  

 3   the dark about what was going on.  But I was
  

 4   much relieved when I hung up because I found
  

 5   out that my daughter was doing much better than
  

 6   I thought.  Things that I thought she may be
  

 7   struggling with, she was fooling me, because I
  

 8   thought that she was like failing, and she was
  

 9   like, really, excelling in the areas that I
  

10   thought she was having trouble with.
  

11                  I come from a district -- I'm
  

12   from Chester.  I'm going to tell you I come
  

13   from a school district where we didn't have no
  

14   choice but to go to charter schools because our
  

15   public schools were not providing what we
  

16   needed.  Honestly, when I moved to Delaware,
  

17   everybody was like:  "Oh, yes, you are moving
  

18   to Delaware.  Their schools are excellent."
  

19   But when I got the test scores for the feeder
  

20   patterns for my area, I said, "Oh, no."
  

21                  It took me a long time to get my
  

22   daughter where she is.  I just refuse for her
  

23   to make any back strokes towards where she
  

24   started off at.  I was just very pleased and
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 1   comfortable with knowing that, you know, even
  

 2   with -- they even acknowledged the fact that
  

 3   they may have dropped the ball in the
  

 4   beginning.  It was a lot of miscommunication.
  

 5   But they owned up to the responsibility of
  

 6   where they failed.  And she's moving in the
  

 7   right direction.
  

 8                  I think it would be a huge
  

 9   disappointment if my daughter was not able to
  

10   at least prove to me because I think I was a
  

11   little perfect.  My faith was less than hers.
  

12   She was like, "Mom, it is like this.  I can't
  

13   wait to go to school today.  Ms. Wallace is
  

14   doing this."  She's just excited to get up
  

15   every morning.  I don't know a lot of kids that
  

16   are her age that want to go to school.  The
  

17   fact that she even wants to get up and go is a
  

18   plus for me.
  

19                  I am going to shut up.  I'm going
  

20   to let her speak right now.  I pray the school
  

21   remains open.  I am moving in the right
  

22   direction.
  

23                  You have one minute.  Go.
  

24                  MS. PARIS JACKSON:  When it was
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 1   my first day of school, I didn't know how much
  

 2   fun it would be, and then when I realized
  

 3   that -- on my third day of school, I realized
  

 4   that I can understand how to multiply.  And
  

 5   multiplying is fun.
  

 6                  And Ms. Wallace, she always used
  

 7   to let one of us pick which color, and then she
  

 8   made one of the houses, thousands, hundreds
  

 9   10s, 1s.  And then --
  

10                  MS. JACKSON:  Your time is up.
  

11                  MS. PARIS JACKSON:  Thank you.
  

12                  (Applause.)
  

13                  MR. CARWELL:  Delores Singleton.
  

14                  MS. SINGLETON:  Good evening,
  

15   everyone.  It has been a long day.  I have been
  

16   up since 4:30.  And when I say it's been a long
  

17   day, it has been a long day.  My daughter came
  

18   home yesterday -- Autumn is in the 6th grade.
  

19   Autumn brought this paper home.  Autumn said,
  

20   "Mom, the school is in jeopardy of closing."  I
  

21   was like, "Girl stop playing.  You just started
  

22   here this year."  I really thought she was
  

23   joking.
  

24                  I would really, really, really be
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 1   disappointed to see the school close.  They're
  

 2   right.  We don't have any all young ladies
  

 3   schools in this -- basically in this district.
  

 4   I really believe that these girls deserve an
  

 5   opportunity to prove themselves.  A lot of
  

 6   times we put a lot of emphasis on just the SAT
  

 7   scores and so forth, and they are important.
  

 8   But these girls are learning so much, so many
  

 9   things that are going to help them in life.
  

10                  My daughter has just grown.
  

11   She's maturing.  She is happy.  And I'm just so
  

12   proud of all the things that she's doing at
  

13   this school.  This school has just opened so
  

14   many doors and so many opportunities that I
  

15   would find it a shame for them to close it so
  

16   quickly.  I really think they need an
  

17   opportunity to just continue to just get those
  

18   scores up.  We put a lot of emphasis on that,
  

19   but there is more to it than just these scores
  

20   for these girls.
  

21                  These girls need to an
  

22   opportunity to continue to get along with one
  

23   another and to learn that they need to learn
  

24   from one another and just show that, you know,
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 1   the school can really work.  They've come so
  

 2   far.  They've moved into a new school.  And I
  

 3   just believe that bigger and better things are
  

 4   going to happen for the school if they just
  

 5   give them an opportunity to prove themselves.
  

 6   Really, really, please reconsider keeping the
  

 7   school open for the girls.
  

 8                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

 9                  Justine Espiritu.
  

10                  MS. ESPIRITU:  Good evening.
  

11   This is very impromptu.  I had nothing planned.
  

12   I didn't plan on speaking at all tonight.  I
  

13   was kind of nudged into it.  But after seeing
  

14   my girls here and seeing how they're so excited
  

15   to be up here speaking, I really just was
  

16   inspired.  And part of my -- what I'm inspired
  

17   by every day is not just seeing my girls, but
  

18   seeing the teachers come together and working
  

19   together to just really strengthen the bond
  

20   between the staff, the girls and everything
  

21   else.
  

22                  And a lot of what we teach our
  

23   girls is not just academics, but how we can
  

24   show pride and respect in everything that we
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 1   do.  And a lot of what we teach them is how to
  

 2   be confident.  And this is just a little
  

 3   snippet of how confident they've grown just
  

 4   this year.
  

 5                  Right now what we're working on
  

 6   is singing patriotic songs.  We want to teach
  

 7   them in my music classes.  Everything we do,
  

 8   again, we do with girls pride and --
  

 9                  THE GIRLS:  Respect.
  

10                  MS. ESPIRITU:  Respect.  I would
  

11   like for them to perform for you all a song
  

12   that we are learning in class called -- what is
  

13   our patriotic song called?
  

14                  THE GIRLS:  "God Bless the USA."
  

15                  MS. ESPIRITU:  "God Bless the
  

16   USA."  So they're going to sing a little bit of
  

17   it.  One, two, ready and:
  

18                  THE GIRLS:  (Singing) I'm proud
  

19   to be an American, where at least I know I'm
  

20   free, and I won't forget the men who died who
  

21   gave their right to me.  And I'll gladly stand
  

22   up next to you and defend them today.  Because
  

23   there ain't doubt that I love this land, God
  

24   bless the U.S.A.
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 1                  (Applause.)
  

 2                  MS. ESPIRITU:  I really just hope
  

 3   you give us the opportunity to continue to grow
  

 4   and just give these girls that safe haven that
  

 5   we provide them with and just allow them to
  

 6   just grow into the young ladies that they're
  

 7   growing into right now.  Thank you.
  

 8                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you.
  

 9   Everyone, as a courtesy, Reverend Casson has
  

10   asked if he could have a couple minutes to make
  

11   opening remarks.  We'll hear from Reverend
  

12   Casson.
  

13                  REVEREND CASSON:   I'll be brief.
  

14   I just, first of all, want to say thank you.
  

15   And to Dr. Gray, to Mr. Carwell, to the board,
  

16   to the Charter School Accountability Committee,
  

17   to all of you, I hope you've really heard this
  

18   message.  Reach Academy is a very strong
  

19   academy for the brief time that it has been in
  

20   existence.  We have a way to go.
  

21                  We, as I said before, we
  

22   acknowledge and recognize the problem with the
  

23   scores and so on, but I hope you've heard both
  

24   the commitment to working on this, but also
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 1   recognizing the wholeness, the whole experience
  

 2   that these young girls have growing up into
  

 3   complete human-beings.  They're going to be
  

 4   able to survive in this world, in this 21st
  

 5   Century culture because of the education that
  

 6   they're getting at Reach Academy.  They're
  

 7   going to succeed in higher education.  They
  

 8   will achieve to their highest potential.  They
  

 9   will be able to succeed in the way they relate
  

10   to others, in the way they experience a diverse
  

11   world and negotiate in it.  They will be
  

12   successful.
  

13                  We urge, you, please, to
  

14   reconsider or, rather, I should say, not accept
  

15   the recommendation of the Charter School
  

16   Accountability Committee and to grant a charter
  

17   to Reach Academy.  Give us the opportunity,
  

18   give us the opportunity.  It's obvious based on
  

19   just what we've heard and experienced tonight
  

20   that it's possible.  It would be an utter waste
  

21   if in a day or so or just the end of this
  

22   semester all these girls were sent back to
  

23   feeders and elsewhere when in just a few more
  

24   months we would see even more progress.  So I'm
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 1   urging you, please, to listen to these voices,
  

 2   all of them.  They all are telling the story,
  

 3   and it's a true story.  And it's a wonderful
  

 4   story.  Thank you.
  

 5                  MR. CARWELL:  Thank you, Reverend
  

 6   Casson.
  

 7                  (Applause.)
  

 8                  MR. CARWELL:  I want to thank
  

 9   everyone for participating today and this
  

10   evening.  The Secretary will consider your
  

11   comments in a decision that will be presented
  

12   to the State Board of Education.  And this
  

13   hearing is now closed.
  

14                  (Concluded at 8:11 p.m.)
  

15                     --  --  --  --
  

16
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