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MS. NAGOURNEY: Good eveni ng.

This is an official state hearing, official

meet i ng.

"1l go over sone procedural
t hi ngs. Hopefully, it won't take nore than a
m nute, and we'll begin.

Good eveni ng. I declare this
public hearing to be open.

My nane is Jennifer Nagour ney.
" mthe Executive Director of the Charter
School O fice of the Del aware Departnent of
Educati on. | ' ve been appoi nted by the
Secretary of Education to conduct this public
heari ng.

The Charter of Las Anmericas
Aspira has submtted an application for
renewal .

This joint public hearing is
bei ng held by the Departnent of Education and
St ate Board of Education to assist in the
deci si on of whether the Charter should be
renewed.

Thi s hearing provides the school

an opportunity to receive public comment and
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also to provide public comment to informthe
deci si on.

l'"d li ke the record to refl ect
that the notice of the tine, date and pl ace of
today's public hearing was published in The
News Journal and Del aware State News on
August 18, 2014.

I n addition, notice was posted at
the Charter School Accountability Commttee's
official place of business on the Departnent of
Education's website and on the State Public
Meeti ng Cal endar on the State's official
website on August 18, 2014.

A court reporter is present so a
record of this hearing wll be nade. It wll
be necessary for each speaker to clearly
identify hinself or herself before beginning to
speak so that the court reporter will be able
to note who you are.

The record of this hearing wll
be provided to the Secretary of Educati on and
Menbers of the State Board together with any
witten or electronic comments received at or

bef ore thi s heari ng.
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Before we continue, | would like
to introduce the other individuals who are here
t oday.

M5. RUTT: Bar bara Rutt, Menber
of the State Board.

MS. Kl RSHON: Il ona Kirshon,
Counsel to the State Board and Counsel here
t oni ght .

M5, NAGOURNEY: W wll proceed
in the foll ow ng nmanner.

First we wll hear from any
representati ves of the Charter who wsh to
conment . Then we wll take coments from
anyone who desires to speak.

There are sign-up sheets going
around the room which I have in front of ne,
or the court reporter has it. Excel | ent .

Let ne have a show of hands who
desire to speak. W will inpose roughly a
three-mnute limt on each commenter. | i ntend
to be as |liberal as tine and reason allow in
accepting comments. However, | do reserve the
right tolimt coment if it is purely

repetitive or cunul ati ve.
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And at this time, | welcone
comments fromrepresentatives of the school.

MS. LOPEZ WAI TE: Mar gi e Lopez
Wai t e. " mthe Head of School of Las Anericas
Aspi ra Acadeny.

Thank you for the opportunity to
speak this evening on behalf of the entire
Aspira famly. It is nmy privilege and honor to
serve as Head of School of Las Anericas Aspira
Acadeny.

As a nmenber of the founding
board, |1've had the anazi ng opportunity to see
our school go from concept to reality.

The i dea of Las Anericas Aspira
Acadeny was concei ved by a visionary | eader of
the Hi spanic community, Dr. Gus R vera, and a
group up of notivated-conmunity advocat es.

As nenbers and advocates of the
H spanic comunity in Del aware, we were
determined to be part of the solution in
i nprovi ng the public education system

Al of the founding nenbers are
pri ne exanples of the i npact of education and

how it wll be a springboard to success.
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W all place a high value on
education, and |ife experiences taught us that
it can be a great equalizer in our society.
Wth a quality educati on, a person can aspire
and acconplish their goals regardl ess of their
race, religion and social econom c background.

The vision and inspiration
noti vated us to open Las Anericas Aspira
Acadeny. Qur journey has not been w thout sone
bunps al ong the way, but we are proud to stand
here before you to request our Charter renewal.

CQur Charter renewal application
annual report and perfornmance franmework report
provi de an account of our successes and
opportunity for inprovenent.

However, data, nunbers and words
on paper can't provide the full picture of our
success. The true success of the Aspira
Acadeny can be felt when you visit our school.
It can be heard at any of our performng arts
events. It can be seen at any of our school
events, such as the annual Hi spanic Heritage
cel ebration which is this Friday at six, and

the PBS carnival that are open to the entire
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school community.

Short of experiencing these
opportunities yourself, the next best way to
share the nmagic of Aspira with you is to hear
directly fromnenbers of the Las Anericas
famly.

" mjoined here by just a few
nmenbers of the Aspira famly. Repr esent ed here
are school team nenbers, board nenbers,
parents, and nost inportantly, students.

At this time, | would like to
gi ve them an opportunity to share their
experiences with you as wel |.

(1 NTERPRETER) MS. NUNEZ: M
nane i s Nayeli Nunez. I am a Spani sh
ki ndergarten teacher.

And let ne start off by using --
we're going to talk about the word famly
because that's exactly what we are.

Wien you wal k t hr ough our
school s, you feel a happiness and a joy to be
t her e. Wrking in the school can be a little
bit stressful because we do have a | ot of

children in our school.
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Seeing all of t

he peopl e t hat

li ke to volunteer at the school is very

i nportant because we see how t

interact with us all of the ti

hey like to

ne. And t hey see

how their children are progressi ng and how

their children grow.

As a not her of

a famly of two

children, which | have here today, it is a

wonderful privilege to hear them speak in

Spani sh at hone. | have many

conver sati ons at

hone and npbst of them center around the school.

So, we are very happy to be part of the Aspira

fam ly.

(1 NTERPRETER) Ms. JAQUEZ: Good
af t er noon. My nane is |Irnma Jaquez. I am from
Chi wawa, Mexi co. | cane back from Mexico

t hr ee- year s- ago. Teresa and Magaly, ny two

girls are here today.

I went to three different school s

that did not accept ny girls.
ended up at Anericas Aspira.

opened the door for ne. I am
because nobody el se wanted to

My girls didn't

And finally, |1
And M's. Lopez
so gr at ef ul
accept us.

speak any
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Engl i sh. Not hi ng. Now their English is
perfect. And in alittle while, you will hear
their testinony as well.

So, | would like for this school
to be renewed agai n. Many peopl e actually ask
where your girls go, and | say, They go to
Anmeri cas Aspira. And they are al so appl yi ng,
but there is not just enough roomfor them

| am so happy and so grateful for
this school . Thank you.

TERESA JAQUEZ: Good eveni ng. My
nane i s Teresa Jaquez. I"mreally happy at the
Las Anericas Aspira Acadeny. W |l earn how to

speak Engli sh. Wien | cane from Chi wawa,

Mexi co, | didn't know how to speak Engli sh.
Li ke t hree-nont hs-ago, | | earned
how t o speak Engli sh. I amreally happy at the

Acadeny because they built |ike a playground
for all of the children to pl ay. | amreally
happy because we didn't have any pl aygrounds to
pl ay.

We hel ped them to get noney. And
I"'mreally happy to have a |l ot of friends and a

lot of things to play with at Aspira Acadeny.
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' m happy. They hel p us to pl ay. They respect
us, and that's all.

MAGALY JAQUEZ: Hel | o. My nane
is Magaly. And | |ike Las Anericas Aspira
because t hey have carni val s. And at ot her
school s, at the carnivals, they pay noney. And
at our school, we don't pay nobney. They gi ve
us tickets.

And what | really |ike about, is
that in fall festival, we get to dress down.

We get to dress |ike Hall oween.

WLLI AM RHEM Good eveni ng. My
nane is WIIliam Rhem Everyone calls ne Trey.
I"min sixth grade. I i ke nmy school because |
li ke the atnosphere.

Wien | stepped into the school,

t hey greet us and say, Good norni ng. How ar e
you doi ng?

And | also |like the QUEST

program W do extra activities, and it's very

fun.

Thank you.

MS. RENEE RHEM | am his proud
not her . My nane i s Renee Rhem My ot her son,
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Renal do, is also a student at the school. He
is in the fourth grade.

For us, picking a school for our
children several years ago was chall engi ng.

CQur children went to a very academ cally
chal | engi ng preschool . So, transitioning them
to an el enentary school was a tough deci sion
for us.

We | ooked at schools all over New
Castl e County, private schools, public schools
trying to find just the right place.

And we feel conpletely blessed to
have found Aspira Acadeny. My kids say | don't
say it correctly because |I don't speak Spani sh.

But we feel blessed to have found
this place for a nunber of reasons. I guess |
wll share with you today, just the comunity
of the school is unlike any other place that |
have been. So, Trey tal ked about the
at nospher e. The at nosphere extends t hroughout
the entire school. Mar gi e was ri ght. You
really have to cone to an event to see it and
feel it.

But |'ve never seen so nany
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parents attend any event, every event, wherever
the school is, we are all there. And not | ust
the parents, the parents and teachers and a | ot
of the teachers are al so parents which to ne

al so makes a big difference for the school.

So, | would tell you not to renew
the charter, | would consider crimnal. Thi s
is a school unli ke any other that | have seen.
And, to ne, the ultinmate testanent that | can

give to the school is to trust themw th the
l'i ves and education of ny chil dren. And |
absol utely do here. So, thank you.

MS. LI SA HONMRD- SMOLA: Good
eveni ng. Li sa Howar d- Snol a. | speak to you as
a fifth grade nmath and sci ence teacher of the
school, as well as proud parent.

|"ve been wwth the school as a
parent since the first year of operation. My
daught er began ki ndergarten there.

One of the nobst anazi ng things
| ve seen happen as a parent is that ny
daughter, who spoke not a single bit of
Spani sh, is now fluent in Spanish. She can

hol d conversati ons. l'"ve seen her do this as a
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parent in the school and outside of the school.
And | would not have had that experience had
she not been attendi ng our school.

As a parent, or I'msorry, as a
teacher, | could not be nore proud to work with
such a tal ented, dedi cated passi onate group of
educat or s. ' ve been in several school s. Thi s
staff, they are very good at zoning in on need,
supported by a wonderful team adm ni strati on
and reachi ng the goal s.

| believe that is why we have
closed in a |lot of gaps in education that we' ve
seen as educators. Because our prograns and
the things that we i npl enent reach all of the
hi gh Il earners, mddle | earners and the | ower
| ear ners. So, we have things in place to reach
all of our kids.

And the way that the kids

interact com ng fromsuch diverse backgrounds,
t hey share ideas, they share thoughts, and they
share know edge in the way |'ve never seen any
ot her school .

| found ny hone as a teacher and

a parent. I can't inagine teaching at any
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ot her school . | can't i nmgi ne having ny
daughter in any other school.

Thank you.

M5, SHARI TA LAMPKI N: My nane is
Shari ta Lanpkin. " ma school counsel or. ' m
new t his year. And ki nd of what a |l ot of the
staff nmenbers have said, it is a truly warm
at nospher e.

|' ve been wel cone with open arns
by nost of the staff nmenbers and the
adm ni strati on. It is a beautiful place to
wor k.

And starting off this year, ny
husband and | had the di scussion, Are we goi ng
to |l eave ny son at his current school or have
hi m cone to school wth ne? W decided to have
hi m cone to school w th us. He doesn't speak
Spani sh. This is his first year. | tried to
get himto cone and say a sentence or two.

Wthin a nonth, his vocabul ary has actually

gr own. | am very i npressed. He does not have
t hat confi dence yet. W are only a few nonths
in, but he wll sooner or |ater.

| wanted to just, basically,
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before com ng here to Aspira, he had i ssues at
school | ast year with his behavi or. And now,

his teacher tells ne he is a pleasure to have

in cl ass. I think how they kind of zone in on
hi s chal | enges whi ch was readi ng. He had a
huge chal |l enge i n readi ng. Now, he | oves to

r ead. W did our Christnas |i st. And t he

first thing he has on his list is books.

So, | credit that to his teacher.
So, it is a wonderful school. It is a great
pl ace to wor k. | am so grateful that Aspira is

there, and it has really changed himas well.

Thank you.

(1 NTERPRETER) d ANCARLO SAN
M GUEL FRENCH: My nane is G ancarl o San M guel
French. Bei ng a student of the school is a
privilege to ne.

Wien | get out of bed in the
norning, | want to go to school, and I want to
| earn. | study hard. I concentrate and focus,
and | concentrate on trying not to be
di stract ed.

MS. TRACY JACOBS: My nane is

Tracy Jacobs. | am a parent at the school. |

'

l‘ld[i
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

17

am a forner public school teacher.

We chose Las Anericas Aspira
Acadeny right when it opened.

W had not so great of an

experience in our |ocal public school systemin

ki nder gart en. My son who is in fourth grade
now i s gifted. He was not bei ng chal | enged at
all . And the school actually refused to do

anyt hi ng about it.

And when | went to an open house,
I nmet Senyora Lopez VWaite, and | admttedly
grilled her how the school is going to be run,
what curriculumthey were going to be using. I
ri pped out every word that | had ever | earned
in coll ege about education to see what the
response woul d be because | wanted to send ny
children sone place where they woul d be
chal | enged and where they woul d be | oved.

And | amthrilled to say that we
have found that pl ace.

My daughter said that she wants
to go to Aspira Acadeny until she is a granny.
And | would be okay with that, to be perfectly

honest with you.
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W have had fantastic teachers
t hat have chal |l enged t he students. As | said,
nmy son, his test scores are beyond where they
shoul d ever be. And he is constantly
chall enged in his classroom He i s reading at
a sixth grade |l evel now, and he is just
starting fourth grade. Hs math is, again, at
a fifth or sixth grade | evel and agai n just
starting fourth grade.

My daughter would li ke to al so
speak. But | would |Iike to say, | am beyond
thrilled wth Aspira. | actually teach at MOT
Charter and ny kids attend Aspira. Not that |
don't | ove MOT Charter because | do. But ny
children | ove Aspira.

And lastly, | do want to say
this. My husband and | had a very enoti onal
nonent after the talent show | ast year.

W went to Dairy Queen after the
show was over. My son, who speaks zero
Spani sh, | took seven years of French, | had no
hel p what soever in the household w th Spani sh.
My son sang a Spani sh song with his best

friend, "Genesis." And "Genesis,"” who is
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H spanic and his best friend, Ellis, who is
African Anerican and ny son went out to Dairy

Queen together and they wal ked out of the Dairy

Queen wth their arnms around each ot her. They
see no differences between each other. They
are all equal. They are all the sane. They

are all fourth graders at Aspira, and to ne
that's exceptionally inportant.

| believe in diversity. I
bel i eve i n accept ance. And ny child, or ny
children have | earned that at Aspira. And |
find that extrenely, extrenely wonderful.

My daughter, Ella Jacobs is in
first grade this year. She was gifted to have
Senyora Nunez as her Spani sh teacher | ast year.
She would like to say sonething to you in
Spani sh, by the way.

(1| NTERPRETER) ELLA JACOBS: CGood
af t er noon. My nane is ElIl a. I love Las
Aneri cas Aspira Acadeny because we have
fantasti c teachers. And we | ove them very
much. I have many friends who al so speak
Spani sh and Engli sh. And | al so |li ke nmath.

Thank you.
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MS. JARI SANTANA- WYNN: Jari
Sant ana- Wnn. | am the proud nother of one of
the very first eighth graders at Aspira
Acadeny. W will be the first graduating cl ass
this year.

You have heard from ot her parents
about the academ cs. So, I'mnot going to
bel abor the point on that. I wll tell you I
am the nother of a brown child who is of m xed
African Anerican and Hi spani c heritage. She
has internalized many stereotypes, about girls,
about science, about nath, about bei ng brown
and what that neans.

And for the first tine, there is
absol utely nothing that ny daughter brings hone
t hat says she needs hel p wth. There are tines
when | say, Do you need help wth honewor k?

She wll say, Let ne try it first. If I need
help, I will et you know.

Now, this was a child that before
we started Las Anericas that would say, | am
not good at nat h. M nd you, she has tested in
the 95 percentile when it cones to | Q because

she i s good about just about everything. She
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has an internalized belief about herself.

My child was al so i ncredi bly shy.
She was that kid that would hide behind ne.
And | am not very big, so she woul d hide

hersel f behi nd ne when she would wal k i nto

school .

She is now captain of the safety
patrol . She received an award for that | ast
year. She is also participating in multiple
t eans. She pretty much has no tine for

anyt hi ng before five o' clock after school is
over because she stays after school every day
practicing either for teans or for band or for
what ever el se she wants to participate in. She
is very active.

And for the first tinme in our
lives, we have a very social 16-year-old son
who has al ways been very soci al and out goi ng.
And this child, ny daughter had never ever
asked to go out for sl eepovers. I f she got
i nvited, she woul d go. Now, she makes pl ans,
and all of her plans are with her Aspira
cl assmates and fri ends. And t he nons, we are

constantly in touch. They have becone sisters.
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That is her fam|ly. And for soneone who is an
immgrant, | love to see her build a famly and
have found her own famly. I know that is what
carried ne through when | cane to this country
at the sane age that she is now And | am so
proud to see her succeed not because of what
| ve done for her as far as her pushing her and
chal | engi ng her, but because now she has
internalized her own ability to succeed. She
can speak up for herself and nekes friends, and
that is not sonething | could not have given
her .

So, thank you, Margi e, and thank
you Las Aneri cas.

MS. MARG E Rl VERA: My nane is
Mar gi e Ri ver a. | absolutely am enanored with
our school . When | say our school because | am
a nenber and chairperson of Las Aneri cas Board
of Directors. W are the foundi ng organi zati on
of the Charter School.

|' ve heard nost of the conmments.
My comments are going to be reflective of every
tine when | walk into the school.

I am not a teacher. I don't have
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a child in that school. But | have an affinity
for that school for various reasons/ but things
that resonate to ne are the diversity and
exclusivity of all children.

Wien | amtal ki ng about Las
Anmeri cas Aspira Acadeny, | am al ways thi nki ng
about how inclusive it is, the dynam c teaching
staff that they have. I walk in there at all
hours of the day and ni ght soneti nes and
occasionally on a weekend, and there is
sonebody al ways at the school, a teacher
pr eppi ng. A staff menber catchi ng up.
Decorations right before the school beings.
They don't cl ose.

But, to ne, education is about
the totality of hunan bei ng. And in that you
are bringing along parents or parents are
bri ngi ng al ong chil dren. And what | can say
about the atnosphere and the environnent, as
soon as you wal k in, going through the
hal | ways, you nmay not even see i ndividuals
ri ght away, but what you see across the
hal | ways are the graphics, the sayings, the

reaffirnmati on of what education really neans.
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And | believe personally that

ever child, I don't care who that person is,
that little person is, deserves a quality
educat i on. But the education doesn't stop with
their reading and wi ti ng. It's about the

t hi nki ng, the assessnents and the acceptability
of the chall enge of education, so that it all
makes that i ndividual an incredi ble human bei ng
so they can reach for the stars and actually
get to the stars.

So, ny passion about it is
because |'ve al ways been passi onat e about
education, and |I think every child deserves a
qual ity educati on, regardl ess of the school
t hat you attend.

| am so fortunate that | have an
affinity for this particul ar school because
Aspira of Del aware and Aspira National have a
55 year history in ensuring that Latino yout h,
in particular, but all youth have that type of
opportunity.

So, thank you.

MS. NAGOURNEY: Thank you. At

this point, I wll accept comments from anyone

'

l‘ld[i
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

25

here who desires to speak.

Si nce no one el se desires to
speak, | wsh to thank you all for
partici pating today.

The hearing is now cl osed. The
Secretary of the State Board w il |l consi der your
comments as District-naki ng process. Have a
good eveni ng.

(The Public Hearing was concl uded

at 5:30 p.m)
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St at e of Del awar e:

New Castl e County:
CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, doria M D Anore, Registered
Pr of essi onal Reporter and Notary Public, do
hereby certify that the foregoing record, Pages
1to 26 inclusive, is a true and accurate
transcri pt of ny stenographic notes taken on
Monday, COctober 6, 2014, in the above-capti oned
nmatter.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and seal this 9th day of October, 2014, at

W I m ngt on.

GCORIA M D AMORE, RPR
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