
 

 

DELAWARE CHARTER SCHOOL PERFORMANCE FUND APPLICATION 
 

I. Overview 
 
About the Charter School Performance Fund 
 
The Delaware Department of Education invites eligible applicants to apply to the Charter School 
Performance Fund (or the “Fund”) outlined in Delaware Education Law §509(m): 

“The Department of Education shall administer a performance fund for charter schools, to be 
known as the ‘Charter School Performance Fund.’ The Department of Education shall establish 
threshold eligibility requirements for applicants desiring to apply for funding, which shall include 
but not be limited to a proven track record of success, as measured by a performance 
framework established by the charter school's authorizer or comparable measures as defined by 
the Department. The Department of Education shall also establish criteria to evaluate 
applications for funding, which shall include but not be limited to the availability of 
supplemental funding from non-state sources at a ratio to be determined by the Department. 
The Department of Education shall prioritize those applications from applicants that have:  

1) Developed high-quality plans for start-up or expansion; or 

2) Serve high-need students, as defined by the Department. 

The Fund shall be subject to appropriation and shall not exceed $5 million annually.” 

2013-14 Appropriation and Size of Awards 

The Delaware Department of Education invites eligible applicants to apply to the Charter School 
Performance Fund (or the “Fund”) outlined in Delaware Education Law §509(m).  $2 million has been 
appropriated in the Fund’s first year and the Department reserves the right to determine number of 
grantees and size of awards. 

The Delaware Department of Education recognizes that plans proposed in response to this application 
may require applicants to apply to open new charter schools or modify existing charters with their 
authorizer. Therefore, Fund awards that require authorizer approval are contingent upon receiving or 
modifying a charter during the concurrent charter application cycle.     

Eligibility Criteria 
 
For Charter Schools Currently in Operation 
- “Meets Standard” overall ratings in Financial and Organizational Frameworks AND 
- At least “Meets Standard” overall ratings in Academic Framework OR 
- “Does Not Meet Standard” overall ratings in Academic Framework with demonstrated performance 
improvement over the 2011-12 school year.  
 
For High Performing Charter Schools Replicating in Delaware - Not Yet in Operation 
- Charter School application approved by the Delaware Department of Education, with assent from the 
State Board of Education. 
 

 



 

 

II. Proposal Requirements 
 
Quality applications will respond to all of the points below. 
 
Section A (Required For All Applicants) 
 

1) Submit a narrative of no more than 1,000 words (approximately 2 pages, Calibri font, 11pt, single-
spaced, 1” margins on each side) that includes all of the following information: 

-  Description of how the funds will be spent 

-  Explanation of why the school proposes to use the funds for this purpose 

-  Description of how the use of the funds for this purpose will enable the charter school to 
advance its mission 

- Identification of at least 3 performance targets that the charter school will use to evaluate the 
success of the use of the funds during the 2014-15 school year, with an explanation of why those 
targets were selected. 

 
2) Submit a budget for the proposed use of the funds. 

 
Section B (Only Required for Applicants Proposing Plans for Start-Up or Expansion) 
 

3) Submit a narrative of no more than 1,000 words (approximately 2 pages, Calibri font, 11pt, single-
spaced, 1” margins on each side) that includes all of the following information: 

- Identification of the budget expense items and amounts that will be used to support start-up 
or expansion 

- Justification of how the proposed start-up or expansion plans are high-quality.  
 

Section C (Only Required for Applicants Proposing Plans to Serve High Need Students) 
 

4) Submit a narrative of no more than 1,000 words (approximately 2 pages, Calibri font, 11pt, single-
spaced, 1” margins on each side) that includes all of the following information: 

- Demographic information (including classification and number) for the  high need students 
who would be served by the proposed use of funds 

- Identification of the total % of students within all students that will be served by the proposed 
use of funds that meet the high needs criteria. (For example, if a charter school proposes to 
spend funds on a program for all 500 of its students, and 150 of its students are high need 
students, then the answer is 30%.) 

- Summary of evidence demonstrating the potential of the use of the funds to improve the 
educational experience and performance outcomes of high need students 

 


