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Mr. Blowman called the meeting to order at 1:52 p.m.  For the purpose of the record, introductions 
were made: 
 
Voting Committee Members of the Charter School Accountability Committee (CSAC) 

• David Blowman, Deputy Secretary, Delaware Department of Education (DDOE), Chair of the 
Committee 

• Karen Field Rogers, Associate Secretary, Financial Reform & Resource Management, DDOE 
• Rich Heffron, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, Delaware State Chamber of Commerce 
• Paul Harrell, Director, Public & Private Partnerships, DDOE 
• April McCrae, Education Associate, Education Associate, Science Assessment and STEM, DDOE 
• Barbara Mazza, Education Associate, Exceptional Children Resources, DDOE 
• Tasha Cannon, Deputy Officer Talent Recruitment, Selection and Strategy, Teacher & Leader 

Effectiveness Unit (TLEU), DDOE 
 

Staff to the Committee (Non-voting) 
• Chantel Janiszewski, Education Associate, Charter School Office, DDOE 
• Catherine Hickey, Deputy Attorney General, Counsel to the Committee 

 
Ex-officio Members (Non-voting) 

• Kendall Massett, Executive Director, Delaware Charter School Network  
 

Representatives of Positive Outcomes Charter School 
• Ed Emmett, Director 

 
Meeting purpose:  To make a final recommendation on Positive Outcomes Charter School’s application 
for renewal based on all evidence provided to the CSAC including the charter renewal application and all 
documents filed in support of the application, the Performance Framework, discussion with the 
applicant during the first CSAC meeting on October 7, 2013, the applicant’s response to the initial 
report, and all public comment received during the public comment period and through the first public 
hearing. 
 
Meeting of the CSAC:  Mr. Blowman reviewed the results of the Initial Meeting of the CSAC. He noted 
that Positive Outcomes Charter School resubmitted its World Languages curriculum for review which 
was approved by the Department of Education.  He also noted that Positive Outcomes submitted a 
Board training plan as requested by the CSAC during its initial meeting, which was also found to be 
satisfactory. Mr. Blowman added that Ms. Johnson, Ex-Officio Member of the CSAC, submitted 
comments electronically as she was unable to attend today’s meeting. Printed copies of these 
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comments were provided to the CSAC prior to this meeting for review and a copy of these comments is 
attached. Members of the CSAC were invited to engage in dialogue to discuss the additional information 
provided to it for review since the initial meeting on October 7, 2013.  
 
Mr. Blowman asked if there is anything in the additional information submitted either by the applicant 
through its response to the initial report or by public comment that requires further discussion or 
clarification prior to making a final recommendation. None were stated. 
 
Mr. Blowman asked if any Committee member has any other comments about this application. None 
were stated. 
 
 
Conclusion of the meeting:  At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. Blowman called for a motion that 
based on the evidence reviewed, Positive Outcomes Charter School has met the approval criteria and is 
therefore recommended for charter renewal approval with the condition that Positive Outcomes 
Charter School enter into a charter contract with the Delaware Department of Education prior to the 
beginning of the charter renewal term.  Mr. Harrell made the motion and Ms. Field-Rogers seconded the 
motion. A vote was taken:  all ayes; none opposed or abstained. 
 
Next steps in the renewal process were discussed and are as follows: 
 

• 2nd Public Hearing to be held in the county in which the school resides: 
o Tuesday, November 5 at 5 p.m. in the Cabinet Room of the Townsend Building in Dover, 

Delaware 
• Final report of the CSAC will be released by the close of business on Thursday, November 7 
• State Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, November 12 when Secretary Murphy will 

present his decision on the application  
 
 
The meeting concluded at 1:57 p.m. 
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Ms. Johnson’s comments on Positive Outcomes Charter’s application for renewal: 

A question was asked in the first meeting about their Board governance and training plans – that 
question has been satisfied by the information provided in their response. 

POCS was out of compliance with the number of certified teachers employed versus those that were not 
certified in their 2012-13 organizational performance report and I would like to see them take actions in 
the coming years to actively address this concern.  I recognize that they serve an at-risk population and 
special education teachers are among those teachers of highest need across Delaware, however it is my 
hope that this will be addressed using the resources available to them to place certified and highly 
qualified teachers in their classrooms and that moving forward this will no longer be an area in which 
they are out of compliance with the required number of certified teachers on staff. 

It is not clear what mission specific goals will be included in POCS performance agreement and I would 
like to see that performance agreement revised to include the 12-13 performance ratings as well as the 
specifics of the mission specific goals incorporated in the agreement before it is submitted to the SBE for 
final approval. 

 
 
 
 


