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Mr. Blowman called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m.  For the purpose of the record, introductions 
were made: 
 
Voting Committee Members of the Charter School Accountability Committee (CSAC) 

• David Blowman, Deputy Secretary, Delaware Department of Education (DDOE), Chair of the 
Committee 

• Karen Field Rogers, Associate Secretary, Financial Reform & Resource Management, DDOE 
• Rich Heffron, Senior Vice President Government Affairs, Delaware State Chamber of Commerce 
• Paul Harrell, Director, Public & Private Partnerships, DDOE 
• April McCrae, Education Associate, Education Associate, Science Assessment and STEM, DDOE 
• Barbara Mazza, Education Associate, Exceptional Children Resources, DDOE 
• Tasha Cannon, Deputy Officer Talent Recruitment, Selection and Strategy, Teacher & Leader 

Effectiveness Unit (TLEU), DDOE 
 

Staff to the Committee (Non-voting) 
• Chantel Janiszewski, Education Associate, Charter School Office, DDOE 
• Catherine Hickey, Deputy Attorney General, Counsel to the Committee 

 
Ex-officio Members (Non-voting) 

• Kendall Massett, Executive Director, Delaware Charter School Network  
 

Representatives of Kuumba Academy Charter School 
• Sally Maldonado, Head of School 
• Lynne Howard, Expansion Director 

 
Meeting purpose:  To make a final recommendation on Kuumba Academy Charter School’s application 
for renewal based on all evidence provided to the CSAC including the charter renewal application and all 
documents filed in support of the application, the Performance Framework, discussion with the 
applicant during the first CSAC meeting on October 7, 2013, the applicant’s response to the initial 
report, and all public comment received during the public comment period and through the first public 
hearing; to make a final recommendation on the two modification requests, a location change to the 
Community Education Building and a reduction in enrollment. The request for the change in enrollment 
is deemed submitted as of November 1, 2013.  
 
Meeting of the CSAC:  Mr. Blowman reviewed the results of the Initial Meeting of the CSAC. He noted 
that Ms. Johnson, Ex-Officio Member of the CSAC, submitted comments electronically as she was unable 
to attend today’s meeting. Printed copies of these comments were provided to the CSAC prior to this 
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meeting for review and a copy of these comments is attached. Members of the CSAC were invited to 
engage in dialogue to discuss the additional information provided to it for review since the initial 
meeting on October 7, 2013.  
 
Mr. Blowman asked if there is anything in the additional information submitted either by the applicant 
through its response to the initial report or by public comment that requires further discussion or 
clarification prior to making a final recommendation. None were stated. 
 
Mr. Blowman asked if any Committee member has any other comments about this application. Ms. 
Janiszewski stated that Kuumba Academy submitted a letter to the Charter School Office outlining its 
intent to work with staff of the Community Education Building to develop a school safety plan to be 
submitted to the Department of Safety and Homeland Security should the modification request to 
change its location be approved. Ms. Janiszewski also noted that the Charter School Office received a 
parent complaint on November 1, 2013. Printed copies of this complaint was provided to the CSAC prior 
to this meeting for review and a copy of the complaint is attached as well as posted on the Charter 
School Office website.  
 
Conclusion of the meeting:  At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. Blowman called for a motion that 
based on the evidence reviewed, Kuumba Academy’s request for charter renewal, which incorporates 
the two modification requests, has met the approval criteria and is therefore recommended for charter 
renewal approval with the condition that Kuumba Academy enter into a charter contract with the 
Delaware Department of Education prior to beginning of the charter renewal term.  Mr. Harrell made 
the motion and Ms. Field-Rogers seconded the motion. A vote was taken:  all ayes; none opposed or 
abstained. 
 
Next steps in the charter renewal process were discussed and are as follows: 
 

• 2nd Public Hearing to be held in the county in which the school resides: 
o Wednesday, November 6 at 5 p.m.  at Del Tech - Wilmington Campus - Conference 

Room C  
• Final report of the CSAC will be released by the close of business on Thursday, November 7 
• State Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, November 12 when Secretary Murphy will 

present his decision on the application  
 
 
The meeting concluded at 1:40 p.m. 
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Ms. Johnson’s comments on Kuumba Academy’s application for renewal: 

Only concern that I have is regarding teacher credentials – they stated that the biggest challenge they 
faced was placing highly qualified and certified teachers in their classrooms – this is an area that showed 
as out of compliance on their 2012-13 organizational performance report and I would like to see them 
take actions in the coming years to actively address this concern.  Delaware has an abundance of 
elementary teachers as was noted in recent teacher supply and demand studies and educator prep 
program graduate studies.  It is my hope that this will be addressed using the resources available to 
them to place certified and highly qualified teachers in their classrooms and that moving forward this 
will no longer be an area in which they are out of compliance with the required number of certified 
teachers on staff. 

 

Complaint from a parent on November 1, 2013 as submitted to the DOE Charter School Office through 
its online complaint form: 

What happened during the alleged incident? 

“On June 3, 2013, my child   went on a skating trip at the Christiana skating rink with the 
school. Numerous children, including 2 of my children were bussed to the skating facility without 
permission.  I had no knowledge of this trip until I received a phone call that he was injured.                       
fell during this trip, fracturing 2 bones in his leg, tibia and fibula fracture. He was in a full leg cast for 6 
weeks and attended physical therapy for several months. During this school year, approx. early 
September (exact date can be given if needed) went to school with a doctors note for modified gym. 
Shortly after taking this doctors note to school, Andrew Bayard-school teacher was overheard at the 

front desk by a student making the statement, 'It's not our fault      fell. If he knew he 
couldn't skate, he should not have been out there." The student stated that Andrew Bayard then 
chuckled while  talking with several other staff members, one whom was Sally Maldonado. This 
information was relayed to me and I immediately requested a meeting with Sally Maldonado- Principle, 
Andrew Bayard-teacher, and board president Dr. Joanne Coker.” 

 

Describe What Happened During the Meeting or Conversation with the School Administrator. Be 
Specific and Provide Details. 

Meeting was held with Sally Maldonado-principle, Andrew Bayard-teacher, Dr. Joanne Coker- board 

president,     -my family member and myself. I stated the facts as Dr. Coker was not aware of 
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this incident. I also gave the name of the student who overheard the alleged comment made by Andrew 
Bayard. Principle admitted that she did not obtain permission for this field trip as it was a last minute 
reward for DCAS success. Andrew Bayard denied making this statement and the students name was 
given to obtain more information. Dr. Coker promised that the comment would be investigated and 
information given to me once completed. She also stated the School would pay Medical bills. 

What Decision or Action From the School Administrator and/or Board President Would be a 
Satisfactory Solution to Your Complaint? 

Disciplinary action as appropriate for the unsafe act of transporting students without permission, which 
caused a child to be injured. Disciplinary action for insensitive and inappropriate statements/conduct by 
staff if deemed true. I would like to know the outcome of such and for all expenses which occurred as a 
result of my child's injury paid by the school. 

 

Yes, I certify that the information provided in this complaint is accurate and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 

Yes, I give permission for the Delaware Department of Education Charter School Office to share a copy 
of this complaint, including any relevant documentation, to the school administrator, Board president, 
and any other persons mentioned in this complaint. 


