
Kuumba Academy Fundraising Plan 
 

Kuumba Academy Charter School has established an initial capital/programmatic 
fundraising goal of $600,000.00 to provide additional resources to support the 
expansion of the kindergarten through 8th grade enrollment over the next three 
years. This fundraising plan is being managed by the Development Committee, a 
sub-committee of the Vision Leadership Group, the overall management entity. 
 
The Kuumba fundraising plan consists of several strategies including cultivation of 
existing and new relationships, active grant opportunity submissions and the 
establishment of a vehicle for receipt of philanthropic donations. 
 
A key action which will be critical to the success of the plan is the establishment of 
the Fund for the Advancement of Urban Scholars. This fund, which is in place at 
the Delaware Community Foundation, will support the implementation of state-of-
the-art educational programs, professional development for teachers, family 
engagement programs and the operational and capital costs associated with the 
expansion. The placement of the plan at the DCF will ensure maximum exposure to 
potential donors, as well as ensuring that appropriate management of the fund will 
be in place. 
 
Active fundraising for the expansion plan has been in place for the past two years 
starting with the receipt of a $250,000 Capacity Building Grant from the Longwood 
Foundation. This grant has supported the planning phase of the expansion.  
Longwood leadership has indicated that future support for the expansion may be 
solicited.  To support the educational goal of one to one student technology, funding 
in the amount of $38,000 has been secured from Barclays Bank and Capital One for 
the acquisition of iPads. Support in the amount of  $150,000 has been secured from 
Innovative Schools for the implementation of the Expeditionary Learning model, as 
well as a $12,000 award from the Delaware Division of the Arts for arts integration 
programming. 
 
Active fund development cultivation is underway with Astra Zeneca, the Gilliam 
Foundation, Chichester DuPont Foundation, Marmot Foundation among others. 
 
Significant excitement and support has been expressed by funders that have been 
briefed to date. The expansion leadership is confident that the goal will be reached. 
However in the event that it falls short, KACS will look for ways to reduce expenses 
without impacting the educational programming.  Reductions in non-essential 
personnel, supplemental programing and other expenses will be considered.    


