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December 26, 2011 

 

VIA FACSIMILE/EMAIL 

 

C. Scott Kidner, Chairman of the Board 

First State Military Academy 

3 Shinnecock Road 

Dover, Delaware 19904 

 

Dear Scott:   

 

Both Mimi and I are so pleased to hear of your efforts to get the First State Military 

Academy (FSMA) up and running.  In the years we have known you and Chris Weeks 

you have always taken great strides in improving the lives of Delawarians.  This new 

effort to improve the lives of High School students is most commendable. 

 

We have all seen that when parents are provided with public school choice, and there is 

academic competition among schools, the resulting education for students is better.  

When our Delaware public schools rank in the lowest 10% of schools in states throughout 

the nation, something must change—and we commend your efforts to improve education 

for Delaware’s children. 

 

Your goal to emulate an existing, high functioning, and highly successful Delaware 

Military Academy (DMA) charter school program is most commendable.  We have met 

several students from DMA during our years working with Delaware’s portion of the 

Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership (HOBY) Seminars for high school sophomores and 

have been most impressed by their academic status and their sense of honor and 

discipline. 

 

Your plan to use the JROTC curriculum as the structure and foundation for the FSMA 

charter school program should prove to be most successful.  We have seen the results of 

JROTC programs here in the Indian River School District as well in other locations and 

we believe you will be astounded at the results. 

 

We wish you a Happy New Year and the utmost success in this wonderful community 

outreach charter school effort. 
  

Very truly,       Very truly, 

       /S/             /S/ 

Philip M. Drew     Marianne B. Drew 

Brig. Gen., USAF, (Ret.)    RADM, USN, (Ret.) 
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