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 Novice High 

1 
Intermediate Low 

2 
Intermediate Mid 

3 
Intermediate High 

4 
What 

language do  
I use? 

Vocabulary 

 
I can use familiar words 
and phrases on familiar 
tasks, topics, and 
activities.  
I can elaborate a little. 

 
I can use a variety of 
words and phrases on a 
range of familiar topics.  
I can begin to give more 
details and elaborate on a 
topic. 

I can use words & 
expressions from a wide 
range of topics and begin 
to use expanded 
vocabulary within a topic. I 
can give some details and 
elaborate on a topic. 

I can consistently use 
words and expressions to 
communicate ideas on a 
wide range of topics and 
use expanded vocabulary 
within a topic. 

 
How do I use 
language? 

 
Function & Structure 

 
I can use phrases and 
short simple sentences to 
provide basic 
information. I can begin 
to combine words and 
phrases to create original 
sentences.   

 
I can use strings of simple 
sentences to express my 
thoughts.  
I can combine words and 
phrases to create original 
sentences. I can string a 
few thoughts together in a 
logical order, although the 
thoughts may lack the use 
of cohesive devices. 
 

 
I can use strings of 
sentences to describe or 
explain. I can combine and 
string together simple 
sentences using a few 
connector words to create 
original sentences.  

I can use connected 
sentences to narrate, 
describe or explain. 
I can begin to 
communicate in paragraph 
length. I can use cohesive 
devises to improve the 
flow of my ideas. 

How well am I 
understood 
during this 

task? 
Comprehensibility 

 

 
I can mostly be 
understood by someone 
accustomed to a 
language learner.  I can 
pronounce in isolation 
many sounds unique to 
the target language, but 
mispronunciation during 
speech or the use of 
longer sentences often 
result in a breakdown in 
comprehensibility. 
 

 
I can be understood by 
someone accustomed to a 
language learner. I can 
pronounce in isolation 
most sounds unique to the 
language, but 
mispronunciation during 
speech or the use of novel 
sentences sometimes 
results in a breakdown in 
comprehensibility.  

 
I may have difficulty with 
one or two sounds unique 
to the language, but 
mispronunciation only 
occasionally interferes 
with comprehensibility 
during speech. I can easily 
be understood by 
someone accustomed to a 
language learner. 

 
I can generally be 
understood by someone 
accustomed and those 
unaccustomed to a 
language learner.  My 
pronunciation does not 
interfere with my 
comprehensibility.  

How well do I 
understand? 

Comprehension 

I can understand 
simple questions and 
statements.  
Sometimes I need to 
hear things repeated 
again. 

I can understand 
questions and 
statements.  
Sometimes I need to 
hear things repeated 
again. 

I can understand 
questions and 
statements from real-
life situations which 
may take place face-to-
face or electronically. 

I can understand the 
main idea and most 
details in conversations 
on familiar topics. 

       Adapted from the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines-Speaking (1999) and the ACTFL Performance Guidelines form K-12 Learners (1998) and LInguaFolio (2009). 
 

How well do I 
use the 

language? 
Language Control 

 
My errors in grammar, 
word order, and word 
choice sometimes prevent 
communication. My 
speech is usually halted by 
long pauses and/or 
repetition.  

 
My errors in grammar, 
word order, and word 
choice do not prevent 
communication. My 
speech is often halted by 
long pauses and/or 
repetition. 
 

 
My errors in grammar, 
word order, and word 
choice do not prevent 
communication, but my 
grammar tends to be less 
accurate when I attempt 
to produce more complex 
structures in speech (e.g., 
future tense). My speech 
is sometimes halted by 
long pauses and/or 
repetition. 
 

 
My errors in grammar, 
word order and word 
choice rarely interfere with 
communication. I can 
speak with relative ease on 
familiar topics but haltingly 
on unfamiliar ones.  

How much 
language do 

I deliver? 

 
I completed some of what 
I was asked to do. 

 
I completed most 
everything I was asked to 
do. 

 
I completed everything I 
was asked to do. 

  
I completed everything I 
was asked to do and 
supplied additional details 
or information. 



Task Completion 
 
 
 


