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National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
 
NAEP is the largest nationally representative assessment of what America’s students know and can 
do.  Assessment results are widely discussed in the press and are used by policymakers, educators, 
and researchers to make decisions about education policy and funding. 
 
This booklet includes released examples of actual NAEP items from the grade 8 assessment. 
Educators can review these items and use them in their classrooms in order gain a better 
understanding of the assessment and to evaluate how their students would perform on NAEP. 
 
If you have any questions or comments regarding NAEP or would like to view previous report 
cards, please visit the NAEP website at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard.  Also available 
through the website is the NAEP Questions Tool (http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx) 
which allows you to review additional sample questions with sample answers. 
 
Duncan G. Smith 
NAEP State Coordinator 
Delaware Department of Education 
dsmith@doe.k12.de.us 
 

 
 

The Reading Assessment 
 

The NAEP reading assessment measures students’ ability to understand, to interpret, and to think 
critically about grade-appropriate texts.  Recognizing that readers vary their approach according to 
the demands of different types of text, the NAEP framework specifies the assessment of reading in 
two major types of text – literary text and informational text.  The assessment includes reading 
materials selected from publications and other resources typically available in and out of school. 
 
The reading frameworks for the 2011 NAEP Reading Assessment, first implemented for the 2009 
reading assessment, conceptualizes reading as a dynamic cognitive process.  The framework 
defines reading as an active and complex process that involves (1) understanding written text, (2) 
developing and interpreting meaning, and (3) using meaning as appropriate to type of text, 
purpose, and situation. 
 
The NAEP reading assessment contains multiple-choice questions, as well as short and extended 
constructed-response questions.  Students spend approximately 50 to 60 percent of their 
assessment time providing written answers to constructed-response questions.  For more 
information regarding the reading assessment framework, please visit 
http://www.nagb.org/publications/frameworks.htm. 
 
 

NAEP Reading Framework 
Distribution of Question Pool Across Contexts 

 
 Grade 8 

Literary Text 45% 
Informational Text 55% 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx
mailto:dsmith@doe.k12.de.us
http://www.nagb.org/publications/frameworks.htm
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Meet the author: E. B. White, the author of children's classics Charlotte's Web and Stuart 
Little, was also a great essayist.  The following two passages provide insight on his career. 
 

 
Not Just for Kids Anymore 
 
"I have a lot of the cat in me," said author E. B. White, "and cats are not joiners." 
 
Perhaps that is why White, one of the country's greatest writers, is so hard to label. His essays for The New 
Yorker appealed to an urbane crowd, but he is best remembered for his children's books. He loved the bustle 
of New York City, but was happy raising chickens on a Maine farm. And just when critics thought they had 
him pegged as a benign satirist, he'd write a biting condemnation of the dangers of technology. 
 
 

 
 
 

GRADE 8 ITEMS 



Page | 4 

 

The son of a piano manufacturer, Elwyn Brooks White was born in Mount Vernon, New York, in 1899. His 
family was prosperous, and White was raised with the mix of sophistication and common sense that would 
mark his writing. 
 
After graduation from Cornell University, White spent a year as a newspaper reporter in New York City, then 
decided to drive across the country with a friend in a Model T Ford. The trip gave White a lifetime of 
anecdotes, and spawned a legend or two. "When they ran out of money," White 's friend, James Thurber, 
noted, "they played for their supper—and their gasoline—on a fascinating musical instrument that White had 
made out of some pieces of wire and an old shoe." 
 
When White returned to New York City in the mid-I920s, he spent a few years bouncing between advertising 
jobs and unemployment before trying his hand again at writing. Borrowing his brother's typewriter, he began 
pounding out sketches and poems. On a lark, he sent some essays to a fledgling magazine called The New 
Yorker. Since its founding in 1925, the magazine had struggled to find its niche, and White's work helped put 
The New Yorker on the map. His essays were funny and sophisticated; they spoke equally to socialites and 
cab drivers, professors and plumbers. Through his essays, which he wrote for nearly 50 years, White helped 
give The New Yorker its voice and identity. 
 
In 1945, already a leading literary figure, White embarked on his second career: writing children's books. He 
moved from New York to a farm in Maine, where he raised chickens and geese. Seeking a way to amuse his 
nieces and nephews, White started to write stories for them. "Children were always after me to tell them a 
story and I found I couldn't do it," he said. "So I had to get it down on paper." 
 
A vivid dream about a mouselike character led to Stuart Little. Then, in 1952, White published Charlotte's 
Web. The book, which was inspired by White's own farm animals, is arguably the most famous children's 
story published in the 20th century. 
 
By the time he died from Alzheimer's disease in 1985, White's essays had appeared in more college 
anthologies than those of any other writer. Many said his essays matched his personality: subtle without 
being simple, critical without being mean. 
 
Indeed, one New York Times critic wrote, "There are times reading an E. B. White book of essays when you 
think he must be the most likable man of letters alive. If you are some kind of writer yourself, you probably 
want to imitate him." 
 
—By John DiConsiglio 
 
 
From LITERARY CAVALCADE, April 2000 issue. 
 
Copyright © 2000 by Scholastic Inc. 
 
Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc. 
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E. B. White was not only a great author for children, he was also the preeminent essayist of his time. This 
essay, written as a "Talk of the Town" piece for The New Yorker, provides a hint of his powers. 
 
 

 
 
 
On a warm, miserable morning last week we went up to the Bronx Zoo to see the moose calf and to break in a 
new pair of black shoes. We encountered better luck than we had bargained for. The cow moose and her 
young one were standing near the wall of the deer park below the monkey house, and in order to get a better 
view we strolled down to the lower end of the park, by the brook. The path there is not much traveled. As we 
approached the corner where the brook trickles under the wire fence, we noticed a red deer getting to her 
feet. Beside her, on legs that were just learning their business, was a spotted fawn, as small and perfect as a 
trinket seen through a reducing glass. They stood there, mother and child, under a gray beech whose trunk 
was engraved with dozens of hearts and initials. Stretched on the ground was another fawn, and we realized 
that the doe had just finished twinning. The second fawn was still wet, still unrisen. Here was a scene of rare 
sylvan splendor, in one of our five favorite boroughs, and we couldn't have asked for more. Even our new 
shoes seemed to be working out all right and weren't hurting much. 
 
The doe was only a couple of feet from the wire, and we sat down on a rock at the edge of the footpath to see 
what sort of start young fawns get in the deep fastnesses of Mittel Bronx.  The mother, mildly resentful of our 
presence and dazed from her labor, raised one forefoot and stamped primly. Then she lowered her head, 
picked up the afterbirth, and began dutifully to eat it, allowing it to swing crazily from her mouth, as though it 
were a bunch of withered beet greens. From the monkey house came the loud, insane hooting of some 
captious primate, filling the whole woodland with a wild hooroar. As we watched, the sun broke weakly 
through, brightened the rich red of the fawns, and kindled their white spots. Occasionally, a sightseer would 
appear and wander aimlessly by, but of all who passed none was aware that anything extraordinary had 
occurred. "Looka the kangaroos!" a child cried. And he and his mother stared sullenly at the deer and then 
walked on. 
 
In a few moments the second twin gathered all his legs and all his ingenuity and arose, to stand for the first 
time sniffing the mysteries of a park for captive deer. The doe, in recognition of his achievement, quit her 
other work and began to dry him, running her tongue against the grain and paying particular attention to the 
key points. Meanwhile the first fawn tiptoed toward the shallow brook, in little stops and goes, and started 
across. He paused midstream to make a slight contribution, as a child does in bathing. Then, while his mother 
watched, he continued across, gained the other side, selected a hiding place, and lay down under a skunk-
cabbage leaf next to the fence, in perfect concealment, his legs folded neatly under him. Without actually 
going out of sight, he had managed to disappear completely in the shifting light and shade. From somewhere a 
long way off a twelve-o'clock whistle sounded. We hung around awhile, but he never budged. Before we left, 
we crossed the brook ourself, just outside the fence, knelt, reached through the wire, and tested the truth of 
what we had once heard: that you can scratch a new fawn between the ears without starting him. You can 
indeed. 
 
"TWINS" FROM THE SECOND TREE FROM THE CORNER 
 
by E. B. White. Copyright 1948 by E. B. White. Copyright Renewed. 
 
Reprinted by permission of HarperCollins Publishers Inc. 
 
First published in The New Yorker, June 12, 1948. 
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The following questions refer to the passage “Not Just for Kids Anymore.” 
 
1. Which of the following is a major idea of the biographical sketch of E. B. White? 

A. His writing was enjoyed by adults. 
B. He wrote for average readers. 
C. His writing was not easy to categorize. 
D. He was a typical children's author. 

 
 
2. In the beginning of the passage, when the author of the biographical sketch says that E. B. White's 

essays "appealed to an urbane crowd," he is describing the audience for White's writing as  
A. having sophisticated tastes 
B. leading busy lives 
C. being politically conservative 
D. having a good sense of humor 

 
 
3. In the 4th paragraph, the author of the biographical sketch notes that E. B. White's cross-country trip 

gave him "a lifetime of anecdotes ." The author is pointing out that on the trip White  
A. caught a life-threatening illness 
B. had many experiences to talk about 
C. made several very good friends 
D. learned to get by on little money 

 

The following questions refer to the passage “Twins.” 

4. Explain what the essay "Twins" shows about E. B. White as a person. Support your answer with 
details from both the essay and the biographical sketch. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Why did E. B. White want to go to the Bronx Zoo? 
A. To pet the twin fawns 
B. To amuse his nieces and nephews 
C. To watch the sightseers 
D. To see a moose calf 

 

6. Explain why the setting of a zoo in a city helps to make E. B. White's essay "Twins" more effective. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Using details from the essay "Twins," explain what E. B. White means when he says, "We encountered 
better luck than we had bargained for." 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. The following is from the first paragraph of the essay "Twins." 
 

They stood there, mother and child, under a gray beech whose trunk was engraved with dozens of 
hearts and initials. 
 
 
What does the sentence imply? 

 
A. E. B. White is sympathetic to parents and children. 
B. The deer were hiding from E. B. White and the other sightseers. 
C. E. B. White is aware of both nature and the urban setting. 
D. The graffiti interferes with E. B. White's enjoyment of the scene. 



Page | 8 

 

 

9. How do you think E. B. White feels by the end of his visit to the zoo? Support your answer with 
reference to the essay. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. The following is from the essay "Twins." 
 

Occasionally, a sightseer would appear and wander aimlessly by, but of all who passed none was 
aware that anything extraordinary had occurred. "Looka the kangaroos!" a child cried. And he and his 
mother stared sullenly at the deer and then walked on. 
 
 
In these sentences, E. B. White is mainly 

 
A. showing how much he knows about animals in the zoo 
B. contrasting his experience with that of the other sightseers 
C. showing that he enjoys the reactions of children 
D. comparing the reactions of children and adults 
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1920: Women Get the Vote 
 
by Sam Roberts 
 
The 19th Amendment was ratified in 1920, after decades of campaigning by the women's suffrage movement. 
 
When John Adams and his fellow patriots were mulling independence from England in the spring of 1776, 
Abigail Adams famously urged her husband to "remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to 
them than your ancestors." Otherwise, she warned, "we are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not 
hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation." 
 
That summer, the Declaration of Independence proclaimed that all men are created equal but said nothing of 
women's equality. It would take another 144 years before the U.S. Constitution was amended, giving women 
the right to vote in every state. 
 
That 19th Amendment says simply: "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex." It took effect after a dramatic ratification 
battle in Tennessee in which a 24-year-old legislator cast the deciding vote. 
 
The amendment was a long time coming. At various times, women could run for public office in some places, 
but 
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could rarely vote. (As far back as 1776, New Jersey allowed women property owners to vote, but rescinded 
that right three decades later.) 
 
"WOMANIFESTO" 
 
The campaign for women's rights began in earnest in 1848 at a Women's Rights convention in Seneca Falls, 
N.Y., organized by 32-year-old Elizabeth Cady Stanton and other advocates. Stanton had drafted a 
''Womanifesto'' patterned on the Declaration of Independence, but the one resolution that shocked even 
some of her supporters was a demand for equal voting rights, also known as universal suffrage. "I saw 
clearly," Stanton later recalled, "that the power to make the laws was the right through which all other rights 
could be secured." 
 
Stanton was joined in her campaign by Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth, Lucretia Mott, and other crusaders 
who would become icons of the women's movement. Some were militant. Many were met with verbal abuse 
and even violence. Already active in the antislavery movement and temperance campaigns (which urged 
abstinence from alcohol), women often enlisted in the fight for voting rights too.  
 
WYOMING IS FIRST 
 
They staged demonstrations, engaged in civil disobedience, began legal challenges, and pressed their case 
state by state. In 1869, the Wyoming Territory gave women the vote, with the first permanent suffrage law in 
the nation. ("It made sense that a place like Wyoming would embrace women's rights," Gail Collins of The 
New York Times wrote in her book America's Women. "With very few women around, there was no danger 
that they could impose their will on the male majority.") 
 
In 1878, a constitutional amendment was introduced in Congress. The legislation languished for nine years. In 
1887, the full Senate considered the amendment for the first time and defeated it by about 2-to-1.  
 
But the suffrage movement was slowly gaining support. With more and more women graduating from high 
school, going to college, and working outside the home, many Americans began asking: Why couldn't women 
vote too? 
 
Plenty of opposition existed, according to Collins: Democrats feared women would vote for more socially 
progressive Republicans. The liquor industry, afraid of prohibition, also opposed women's suffrage, as did 
many people in the South, where blacks had been largely disenfranchised since Reconstruction. 
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In 1918, after much cajoling and picketing by suffragists, President Woodrow Wilson changed his mind and 
backed the amendment. The next year, both houses of Congress voted to amend the Constitution. Suffrage 
advocates predicted quick ratification by the states. (By 1919, 28 states permitted women to vote, at least for 
President.) Within a little more than a year, 35 of the required 36 states had voted for ratification. 
 
The last stand for anti-suffragists was in Tennessee in the summer of 1920. Their showdown in the State 
Legislature became known as the "War of the Roses." (Pro-amendment forces sported yellow roses; the antis 
wore red.) 
 
After two roll calls, the vote was still tied, 48-48. On the third, Harry T. Burn, a Republican and, at 24, the 
youngest member of the legislature. switched sides. He was wearing a red rose but voted for ratification 
because he had received a letter from his mother that read, in part: "Hurrah and vote for suffrage! Don't keep 
them in doubt!" 
 
Burn said later: "I know that a mother's advice is always safest for her boy to follow and my mother wanted 
me to vote for ratification. I appreciated the fact that an opportunity such as seldom comes to mortal man-to 
free 17,000,000 women from political slavery-was mine." 
 
GRADUAL CHANGE 
 
In 1920, women across America had the right to vote in a presidential election. (In the South, black women 
and men would be kept off voter rolls in large numbers until 1965, after passage of the Voting Rights Act.) 
 
But newly enfranchised women voted in much smaller numbers than men. "Women who were adults at that 
time had been socialized to believe that voting was socially inappropriate for women," says Susan J. Carroll, 
senior scholar at the Center for American Women and Politics. 
 
The political and social change sought by suffragists came gradually and not without fits and starts. An Equal 
Rights Amendment, stipulating equal treatment of the sexes under the law, was passed by Congress and sent 
to the states in 1972, but later failed after being ratified by only 35 of the necessary 38 states. 
 
In 1980, however, women surpassed men for the first time in turnout for a presidential election. Since then, 
there has also been a substantial rise in the number of women running for and holding political office.  
 
VC176436 
 
From THE NEW YORK TIMES UPFRONT 
 
magazine, September 5, 2005 issue.  
 
Copyright © 2005 by Scholastic Inc and The New York Times Company. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc. 
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The following questions refer to the passage ‘1920: Women Get the Vote’ by Sam Roberts 
 
11. What is the main purpose of the article? 

A. To describe the events leading to the passage of the 19th Amendment 
B. To identify the states that first supported women's voting rights 
C. To discuss the most important leaders of the suffragist movement in the 1800s 
D. To explain why the Equal Rights Amendment has not been ratified 

 

12. Do you think the statements by Abigail Adams in the first paragraph are an effective way to begin the 
article? Explain why or why not using information from the article. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. According to the article, women in New Jersey in the 1700s could 
A. campaign for public office 
B. participate in political debates 
C. join political parties 
D. vote if they owned property 

 

14. According to the article, what was most surprising about the "Womanifesto"? 
A. It was written by Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
B. It called for equal voting rights for men and women. 
C. It was based on the Declaration of Independence. 
D. It had such a large number of resolutions. 

 

15. In the section entitles “Womanifesto”, the article says that Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. 
Anthony would become icons of the women's movement. This means that the two women would  
A. become religious leaders 
B. be pictured on the "Womanifesto" document 
C. become important symbols of the movement 
D. be ready to sacrifice everything for the movement 

 

16. According to the article, what is one way that women fought for equal rights in the 1800s? 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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17. In describing the women's suffrage movement, the author uses such words as "battle," "militant," and 

"showdown." Do you think this is an effective way to describe the women's suffrage movement? 
Support your answer with two references to the article. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. In the section entitled “Wyoming is First”, the article says that women in the suffrage movement 
"pressed their case state by state." This means that the women  
A. spoke with newspaper reporters in many states 
B. strongly urged the states to pass women's suffrage 
C. traveled in large groups together from state to state 
D. introduced the idea of women's suffrage to the states 

 

19. In her book, America's Women, what did Gail Collins suggest was the reason that the Wyoming 
Territory passed the first permanent suffrage law?  
A. Because the small number of women there would not have had much political influence 
B. Because the suffragist movement was very active in the western United States 
C. Because most politicians there chose not to vote on that resolution 
D. Because it was important for women to have the vote in such a dangerous area 
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20. The section "Wyoming Is First" describes changes in United States society in the late 1800s and early 
1900s. Choose one of these changes and explain its effect on women's progress in getting the vote. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. How do you think the women of the suffragist movement might feel about the events described in the 
last section of the article, "Gradual Change"? Explain your opinion with an example from the article. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Tech-Trash Tragedy 
 
by Liam O'Donnell 
 
In our wired world, technology moves at a laser-fast pace. Every day, a new gadget arrives and promises to 
bring us the future, today. In the race for faster computers and more-powerful gadgets, it's easy to forget 
about yesterday's high-tech wonders. 
 
Unfortunately, used computers and gadgets end up in landfills across the country. Each year, we throw away 
12 million computers. And that is not good news for the environment. To make our gadgets work, many of 
them use materials like lead and mercury. When mercury and lead end up in a landfill, they spread poisons 
into the earth, water, and air for miles around. This is called e-waste—and it's becoming a big pollution 
problem around the world. 
 
Big problems call for big solutions, so adults and kids from dozens of countries are working hard to clean up 
our e-waste. And you can help, too. 
 
Turning Old Into New 
 
The trick to stopping e-waste is to catch it before it gets into the landfill. That's why some seventh-grade 
students at a school in Michigan organized a computer drop-off event. They put up posters and spread the 
word around the town, telling people to bring out their old computers. 
 
And the people got the message. They dropped off dozens of old computers, monitors, and printers at the 
school. Craig Greshaw, the school's computer teacher who helped organize the event, believes that knowing 
about computers goes beyond surfing the Web. "Part of that is learning about the chemicals inside the 
computers and what needs to be done with them to keep them safe," he told the town newspaper during the 
recycling drive. With their school gym filled with old computers, the students were ready for the next step in 
cleaning up the high-tech trash: turning old computers into new ones. 
 
That's where companies like RePC step in. The Seattle company takes e-waste and turns it into e-gold. 
"Almost all of the parts of a computer can be reused or recycled," says Mark Dabek, owner of RePC. Any 
computer parts that can't be reused or sold get recycled in a way that won't hurt the environment. "The 
circuit boards are sent to a circuit board recycler that chops them and sends them to a facility with a very, 
very hot furnace called 'the reactor,'" Dabek says. After the computer parts are safely crushed and burned, 
their raw materials can be reused to make everything from appliances to office buildings. 
 
Sometimes you can make a new computer from the parts of an old computer. Called refurbishing, it's what the 
tech whizzes at RePC do best. Buying a refurbished computer is a lot cheaper than buying a new one. But who 
wants a computer made up of old parts? 
 
A lot of people, actually. Places like schools and community centers are often short on cash, but need 
computers to help them get things done. Robert Sterling, a computer teacher at a high school in California, 
uses computers donated from local businesses to motivate students and teach them about recycling. "If kids 
learn to recycle everything," says Sterling, "they will set a good example for some of the older people who are 
not in the habit yet of recycling every day." 
 
Recycling old computers is big business, and there are many other companies like RePC across the country. 
Many big charities have computer-recycling programs too, but be sure to call them first before you drop off 
any equipment. 
 
Computers aren't the only technology that can be reused. Last year, schools in New Mexico gave old cell 
phones a new lease on life while also helping to raise money for charity. The students collected eleven 
garbage bags of old cell phones, sold them to a cell phone refurbishing company, donated the money to 
charity, and helped keep the environment clean—all at the same time. 
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Building a Greener Future 
 
Some computer makers are tackling tech trash by designing more environmentally responsible products. 
More new computers are made with recycled plastic and use less electricity. Many also have no lead in their 
circuits, which makes them less damaging to the environment. The same goes for those new flat monitors. Not 
only do they look cool, but they also use less-harmful chemicals. 
 
Computers are an important part of our wired world. It's up to us to make sure that they don't pollute our 
planet. Talking to others about e-waste is a great way to start tackling the problem. Speak to your teacher 
about organizing a computer collection drive at your school. Next time your baseball team is raising money, 
try collecting old cell phones. By working together for a clean future, we can make e-waste a thing of the past. 
 
From ODYSSEY'S September 2004 issue: 
 
Wired, Wired Word, © 2004, Carus Publishing Company, published by Cobblestone Publishing, 30 Grove Street, Suite C, Peterborough, NH 03458. All Rights Reserved. 
 
Used by permission of the publisher. 

 

 
 

The following questions refer to the passage ‘Tech-Trash Tragedy’ by Liam O'Donnell. 
 
22. Using information from the article, explain what e-waste is and why it is a problem. 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Which of the following does the author primarily use to persuade his readers to help fight e-waste? 
A. Real-world examples 
B. Interviews with scientists 
C. Comparison and contrast 
D. Historical context 
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24. Does the author present a convincing argument that recycling is the best solution to the problem of e-
waste? Explain why or why not. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
25. The article says that Craig Greshaw thinks that "knowing about computers goes beyond surfing the 

Web." What does Greshaw mean by this? Explain your answer using information from the article. 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. The article says that Robert Sterling uses donated computers to motivate his students. This means he 
uses these computers to  
A. communicate more easily with his students 
B. keep track of his students' progress 
C. encourage his students to be more involved 
D. teach his students new concepts and strategies 

 

27. The article says that some computer makers are designing more "environmentally responsible 
products." This means that the products are  
A. able to adapt to the environment 
B. required to help the environment 
C. made from natural materials 
D. less likely to harm the environment 
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28. Based on what you have read in this article, do you think the problem of tech trash will be difficult to 
solve? Explain your answer using two references to the article. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. According to the article, what is another benefit of recycling e-waste besides helping the 
environment? 
A. Recycling makes computers easier to build. 
B. Recycling can help raise funds for good causes. 
C. Recycling helps improve current technology. 
D. Recycling improves government services. 

 

30. The title of this article is "Tech-Trash Tragedy." Does the article persuade you that the problem of 
tech trash is a "tragedy"? Explain why or why not. 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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