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Agenda 

10:15-12:15 What is Differentiated 
Instruction?

Broad Differentiation Steps 1 &2

12:15-1:15Lunch

1:15-3:15 Step 3 Strategies & Step 4 
Materials 



Back to Back 

ωBack to Back

ςStand back to back

ςFind 3 things in common

ςWhen you get one- give a high 5

ςFinish- celebratory dance!



Who am I 

Christi 
ÅGeneral and Special Education Teacher
ÅInclusion Facilitator 
ÅCollege Professor at University of Colorado, 

teach classes on inclusive schooling, 
collaboration, and supporting students with 
significant disabilities
ÅInclusion Consultant for schools and families
ÅResearcher
ïCommunication for students with autism 
ïSuccessful inclusive classrooms  



Person First Language 
ÅTake a moment to read the Person First 

Handout 

Turn & Talk:
Turn to the people sitting around you 

and discuss your thoughts and 
reactions to the suggestion that we 

should use person first language 



Seeing Strengths 

Seeing Assets 



Write and Pass

ÅWhat KEY LESSONS and Ideas did you hear 
from Jonathan Mooney? 

ÅWhat will infiltrate your practice?

ÅWhat do you want to remember?

ÅWrite your answer on a post-it, when you are 
finished pass it to a neighbor, read it and 
comment back to your neighbor! 



Strengths and Strategies for Nick 

Strengths
ÅLoves to read

ÅIs a good reader

ÅSense of humor

ÅFriendly and outgoing

ÅYƴƻǿǎ άŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέ ŀōƻǳǘ 
cars

ÅGreat memory 

Strategies 
ÅMake sure all literature 

is accessible 

ÅHighlight key points

ÅFocus on Big Ideas 

ÅPre teach points for him 
to share out loud 

ÅUse groups and peers in 
teaching content

www.paulakluth.com

http://www.paulakluth.com


Consider the Importance of 
Belonging 



Belonging 

ÅThink of a time when you truly connected to 
sometime, like you belonged or were a part of 
something
ïHow did you feel?

ïHow did you act?

ÅThink of a time when you felt disconnected from 
something, like you did not belong or were left 
out of something? 
ïHow did you feel?

ïHow did you act?



Results of Belonging 

Belonging 

Behavior 

Friendships 

Performance 
Attitude 

Self Worth 

²Ƙŀǘ 9ƭǎŜΧ 

Academic 
Success 

Motivation 



Memories 
of 

Schooling



Mr. Keating

What was the instructional 
goal?

[ŜǘΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ Ƙƻǿ 
else could he have designed this 
lesson?

What were the important pieces 
of this instructional design? 

Why were his decisions 
important?

Say Something: 
At your table take turns 
responding to one of the 

questions.  Speak for about 
30 seconds and then move to 

the next person.  No 
discussion until everyone has 

spoken.  Practice listening 



We 
Remember 

What is 
Memorable 



Encourage Active Learning!!

ÅHit more of the 
ñmultiple 
intelligencesò/learning 
styles

ÅGive students a variety 
of ways to learn & 
understand material

ÅGive the teacher 
different ways to see 
student needs/abilities



FUN THEORY 



Differentiating Instruction





The Ease of High School Inclusion 

ÅEase of schedule 
ïStudy hall as break time for 

sensory
ïTime for individual skills/IEP 
ƎƻŀƭǎΧ 

ÅBig idea teaching
ïKey topics from curriculum 

ÅPeer tutors
Å Infused Life Skills
ïHome economics
ïSchool store 

ÅClasses geared to particular 
interest and skills 
(computers, science, drama)

ÅCurriculum/social action 
ïProblem solving 
ïStudents are learning about 

historical events 
ïReading literature about 

marginalization 
ïEngaged and energetic about 

their school and how they can 
effect the social climate

ÅExtra Curricular
ïClubs
ïSports 
ïDances



Differentiating Instruction 

�„ At its most basic level differentiation means 
shaking up what goes on in the classroom so 
that students have multiple options for taking in 
information, making sense of ideas, and 
expressing what they learn . In other words the 
differentiated classroom provides different 
avenues to acquiring content, processing or 
making sense of ideas, and developing 
products .

Carol Anne Tomlinson 1995


