Summer Food Service Program

SAMPLE Letter to Parents

Dear Parent or Guardian:

The Summer Food Service Program, a federal program of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides nutritious meals to children during the summer months.  In this program, all meals are served free.  The opportunity for your child to receive nutritious meals and snacks from the Summer Food Service Program should not be missed.  Sound nutrition plays an important role in a child’s physical and educational development.

Eligibility:  Your cooperation is vital to qualify your child for this program.  USDA requires documentation of eligibility of children in certain types of Summer Food Service Programs.  In order to be eligible for this funding, our program must maintain a record of family size and income of all participants.  The “Income Eligibility Scale” for reduced price meals is included in this letter for your information.  If your income is less than or equal to these reduced price standards, your child is eligible for free meals from the Summer Food Service Program which means increased reimbursement for our program and increased nutritional benefits for your child.

INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR REDUCED PRICE MEALS
Effective Date:  July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012
	These are the income scales used by Child Nutrition Programs to determine eligibility for free and reduced price meals.

	 
	REDUCED MEALS -185%

	Family Size
	
	
	

	
	Yearly
	Monthly
	Weekly

	1
	$20,147 
	$1,679
	$388 

	2
	$27,214 
	$2,268 
	$524 

	3
	$34,281 
	$2,857 
	$660 

	4
	$41,348 
	$3,446 
	$796 

	5
	$48,415 
	$4,035 
	$932 

	6
	$55,482 
	$4,624 
	$1,067 

	7
	$62,549 
	$5,213 
	$1,203 

	8
	$69,616 
	$5,802 
	$1,339 

	For each additional household member, add:
	$7,067
	$589
	$136


Conversion Factors: Conversion is required if there are multiple income sources with more than one frequency (Example: a ‘monthly’ Social Security check and a ‘weekly’ wage stub) Income  must annualized by multiplying: 


Weekly income by 52


Every two weeks by 26

Twice a month by 24


Monthly income by 12

Nondiscrimination Statement:  The Summer Food Service Program is a federal program of the Food and Nutrition Service, United States Department of Agriculture. In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

 Please help maintain quality nutrition on a regular basis for your child.  Thank you for your cooperation.

	
	

	
	Signature of Institutional Representative
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