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Formative Assessment: This assessment is part of the instructional process. When incorporated into classroom practice, formative assessment  provides the teacher and student information needed to adjust teaching and learning while they are happening.  Formative assessment informs both teachers and students about student understanding at a point in the process when timely adjustments can be made. These adjustments help to ensure students achieve, targeted standards-based learning goals within a set time frame the goal of formative assessment is to gain an understanding of what students know (and don't know) in order to make responsive changes in teaching and learning, techniques such as teacher observation and classroom discussion have an important place alongside analysis of tests and homework.

http://www.vtaide.com/png/ERIC/Formative-Assessment.htm
http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=4&n=2
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/view/1126/1492/
Diagnostic Assessment:  The goal of diagnostic assessment is to gather information that can help guide interventions for students who are experiencing difficulty learning the core content.  Diagnostic assessments provide in-depth, reliable assessment of important component skills in reading and math.  Diagnostic assessment should be given to acquire more information about a child’s core content difficulties that can be used to help plan more powerful effective instruction.  The screening, progress monitoring and outcome elements of a comprehensive assessment plan often provide valid and reliable diagnostic information about a child’s instructional needs.  
Summative Assessment: The goals of this periodically administered assessments is  to determine at a particular point in time what students know and do not know. One of the best known summative assessments is the DSTP.  Summative assessment can also be used at the district/classroom level as an accountability measure that is generally used as part of the grading process.  Some examples of summative assessments:

· State assessments 

· District benchmark or interim assessments 

· End-of-unit or chapter tests 

· End-of-term or semester exams 

· Scores that are used for accountability for schools (AYP) and students (report card grades).

The key is to think of summative assessment as a means to gauge, at a particular point in time, student learning relative to content standards. Although the information that is gleaned from this type of assessment is important, it can only help in evaluating certain aspects of the learning process. Because they are spread out and occur after instruction every few weeks, months, or once a year, summative assessments are tools to help evaluate the effectiveness of programs, school improvement goals, alignment of curriculum, or student placement in specific programs. Summative assessments happen too far down the learning path to provide information at the classroom level and to make instructional adjustments and interventions during the learning process. It takes formative assessment to accomplish this.
http://www.nmsa.org/Publications/WebExclusive/Assessment/tabid/1120/Default.aspx
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Tier III:


Students not responding to Tier I or II interventions – Sustained Intensive Individual Interventions


Possible Special Education Identification for non-responders of Tier III interventions





Tier II:


Students not responding to Tier I efforts – group and individual interventions,


Specialized Research-based Interventions





Tier I:


Classroom/All Students -


Core Class Instruction








