Delaware Department of Education
Social Studies Curriculum Alignment

Regulation 502

FAQs

Can a district use units from the DRC as evidence of alignment for purposes of 502 auditing?

· Yes, they can.  The caveat is that the chosen unit would have to be appropriate given the scope and sequence that is submitted.  For instance, would Pandemics be a logical unit of instruction if a course's scope and sequence seemed more like a content march through American History from Colonial Times to Vietnam?  Another example:  using the National History Day unit means an NHD program should be in place for the district.  Districts should question where the unit “fits.”

Can all 3 units be submitted from the same grade level (e.g. 3 from grade 10 or must they come from 2 or more grade levels within a cluster)?  
· Districts can choose to submit units from one grade level or mixed from within the grade cluster (e.g. two units from grade 9, one from grade 11).
· If a district offers 3 levels of US history at a single grade level...they would have to submit 9 units (e.g. 3 for College Prep, 3 for Honors, 3 for its lowest track).  This is the "caveat" described in "Clarification #5" on the DOE website.

Can all 3 units for a particular cluster be from a single strand (e.g. civics)?  

· No, units may represent more than one strand.  Whether one strand or more is presented as evidence of alignment, the course expectations/scope and sequence/curriculum map for the entire grade cluster should demonstrate content topics and instruction in civics, economics, and geography.  
Can a district submit two units that address the same standard (e.g. History 1)? 

· Not in the same grade cluster.

Is August 13, 2008 the date for districts to submit their evidence or the date when they have to have had it approved? 

· We go 'live' on Aug. 13, 2007, and evidence is due on Aug. 12, 2008.  
What expectations exist in terms of the units other than those submitted? 

· Three units are being submitted that are in the course expectations, but we also want to see what else is done.  For example, the three units for 9-12 might measure History 1, 2, and 3, but districts should also have course expectations that detail instruction and topics in civics, economics, and geography.
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The Unit Submission Form asks for "components of the matrix table showing...Course Expectations (e.g. curriculum map, pacing guide, scope and sequence)."  How is "curriculum map" being defined? What does it consist of?

· It's being defined rather loosely in order to allow local control of the document.  Basically, a course expectation (e.g. curriculum map, pacing guide, scope and sequence) consists of whatever document(s) a district has to explain the classroom instruction and identify the standards measured by the assessment.  

· Usually, more information about the program and how standards are instructed and assessed is better.  The term 'usually' is being used because a scope and sequence of many pages may include information not essential to the program.

· The content topics identified would need to logically match the identified standards.  For example, say the 10th grade U.S. History course expectations show that there is a unit of instruction titled "The Progressive Era."  It would be difficult to imagine a Geography standard being measured by that unit.  
Should all benchmarks be achieved in a grade cluster and appear as learning targets on a scope and sequence?

· Yes.  With the exception of History Standard Four, all benchmarks are assessed on the DSTP.

How will instructional strategies and assessments be evaluated for alignment?  It seems there is a chance the process will be too subjective.

· The Performance Level Descriptors for the DSTP will act as a rubric for individual assessments.  The Social Studies Performance Level Descriptors are aligned with and derived from the Standards and the DSTP Social Studies test.  These performance descriptors identify the skills and concepts that are present in the standards and that are assessed on the Social Studies test.  
School District submissions of curriculum alignment evidence will not be public information. 
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