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December 17, 2007
To:
Curriculum Directors
From:
M.W. Stetter, Ed.D.

RE:
Regulation 502 – Evidence Alignment – second release (Science and Social Studies) 
Administrative Regulation 502 (enacted in August 2006) requires that districts submit evidence of standards-aligned curriculum for all students K-12.  The first phase of the release is now complete with your respective submissions in mathematics and English/language arts.  This letter is to formally advise you that science and social studies are the next content areas to be released.  This letter and attachments are intended to guide you and your school district in compiling and submitting the necessary curriculum documents for review.  Your district Superintendent received a letter in September 2007 from Secretary of Education Valerie Woodruff to this effect.  A copy of this has been enclosed in your mailing packet.  Members of the Curriculum Development Workgroup continue to stand ready to help you with the process, and will carry responsibility for review of documentation as well as recommendations to the Secretary of Education.
A number of important attachments have been included with this letter.  In addition to a copy of the Superintendent’s letter from Secretary Woodruff and the final version of Regulation 502, the following documents are also enclosed:

· Science Documents and Forms:

· Form # 1: Packet Cover Sheet
· Form # 2: Alignment Scoring Rubric

· Form # 3: Unit Alignment Rubric

· Form # 5: Evidence Pack Checklist

· Form # 6: Regulation 502 Process Steps (Science)
· Form # 9: Sample letter for Science coalition members who submit evidence under Option 5
· Clarifications Document

· Social Studies Documents and Forms:
· Form # 1: Packet Cover Sheet

· Form # 2: Alignment Scoring Rubric

· Form # 3: Unit Alignment Rubric

· Form # 5: Evidence Pack Checklist

· Form # 6: Regulation 502 Process Steps (Social Studies)
· Clarifications Document

For your convenience, the above forms are also on the DDOE website (http://www.doe.k12.de.us/programs/profdev/reg502.shtml).
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Regulation 502 emphasizes the importance of involving teachers directly in the development of aligned curriculum and in preparation of alignment evidence to be submitted for DDOE review.  It is my firm belief that active teacher involvement also is a very pragmatic type of professional development for the teachers, and also an enhancement to local consensus building around standards-based instruction.  Please provide specific detail of teacher active involvement.  Form #5 gives some examples of documented teacher involvement.  Secondly, Regulation 502 speaks to the importance of the Department receiving documentation of curriculum which differs from the official district curriculum and is provided to special student populations.  This may pertain to your district if specific student sub-groups identified by learning style or learning challenge receive a unique or self-contained curriculum for the majority of their instructional program.  Such populations can include special education learners, students with a primary language other than English, or students served through a self-contained gifted program.  Please be certain that if your district provides separate curriculum for any of these groups that you indicate on Form #1 – the packet cover sheet – the nature of evidence you are submitting to document that those students receive aligned curriculum.
Form #6 in this attachment packet outlines what happens to your district’s curriculum alignment evidence after submission.  Members of the Curriculum Development Workgroup (including myself), and contractors with expertise in curricula alignment and the Delaware standards, have received specific training intended to assure rater agreement on the expectations for this review process.  Please be assured that our commitment is to a fair and equitable review process for all districts.

For those districts interested in submitting results of the Survey of Enacted Curriculum, Category II details the necessary documentation.  We intend to move forward with application of the Survey of Enacted Curriculum in Science (high schools) and Social Studies (middle and high schools) with cost-sharing between the Department and the district.  Additional details regarding the use of the SEC will be shared with you as soon as it becomes available early in the New Year.  Survey results would be available to individual schools and districts in the June/July 2008 timeframe.  This will allow you to then submit that information for consideration by the August 12, 2008 deadline for Science and Social Studies curriculum review.

I hope this information is helpful to you.  Please call me if you have concerns as we move ahead.

Yours truly,

M.W. Stetter, D.Ed., Director
Curriculum Development Workgroup

MWS:je


Attachments:
Science Documents and Forms (7 documents)


Social Studies Documents and Forms (6 documents)



Copy of Superintendents’ letter dated September 10, 2007

