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Districts using Category III evidence to satisfy Regulation 502 are required to submit 3 units of instruction, along with the unit summative assessments and scoring rubrics for those three units at each grade cluster level for which they choose to use this Category, with one important caveat described below.  Potentially, a district could elect to submit three units of instruction for each of the four clusters (K-3, 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12).    At any given grade cluster, districts may select a single grade (e.g., three grade 9 units) from which to draw the three representative (and currently delivered) social studies units. It is not necessary to submit three units for grade 6, three units for grade 7, and three more units for grade 8. 

There is one caveat pertaining to the three units to be submitted - if a district provides a different Social Studies curriculum to specific groups of students (e.g., special education students, ESL students, low achievers, College Preparatory, Honors) as a classroom instructional program, then this represents a separate course of instruction at a given grade level.  If this alternative course or level of instruction exists, then the district is required to submit three units of instruction in the content area plus unit summative assessments and scoring rubrics for each course or level.    

For the two Elementary grade cluster levels (K-3, 4-5), districts are required to submit three units of study in social studies if all students receive the same instructional program at the grade cluster level. If, however, specific student populations (e.g., special education students, ESL students, and low achievers) receive a different curriculum, then districts are required to submit units and assessments which represent this separate level.

For the two Secondary grade cluster levels (6-8, 9-12), districts are required to submit three units of study in social studies if all students receive the same instructional program in the grade cluster.  If, however, specific student populations (e.g., special education students, ESL students, low achievers, College Preparatory, Honors) receive a different curriculum, then the district is required to submit evidence for all specified curriculum tracks or levels. Suppose, for example, a district wants to draw on Grade 9 for its three units of study.  If all students in the district receive the same course of study at ninth grade, then only three units and their assessments are required.  If at that ninth grade level, certain groups of students are to receive a different level of study, then the link between their classroom instruction and the Delaware Content Standards must be demonstrated through submission of three units and assessments.

As an example, if a district offers all ninth graders the same Social Studies course, with only subtle variations in pacing or accommodations, then a total three units of study with their summative assessments representing assessment at a given grade cluster level are an appropriate package of evidence to submit from Category III, Form 2 .

