TO:

Dennis Rozumalski

FROM:
Linda C. Wolfe, RN

DATE:

5/13/08

RE:

Enrollment of Homeless Students

This memo is in response to your inquiry about enrolling Homeless Students, who lack the required (by regulation) medical documentation of immunizations, tuberculosis (TB) screening, a current physical and lead screening (age-dependent). I have copied below an article that appeared in my School Nursing Partners newsletter in March 2003. The content is still relevant. 

School nurses are typically assigned by districts to monitor and assure that students meet the regulatory requirements for school entry. Additionally, they are responsible for reducing the risk of the entire school to communicable disease. Because of this, they often have questions regarding how the school entry requirements relate to the McKinney-Vento statute. 

The following are points to be considered when working with homeless students:

· McKinney-Vento requires the school to assist the family in meeting all school enrollment requirements. 

· In the case of a child without a shot record, the school needs to assist the family in locating the record. The child should not be denied school entry during this time. In the event the record is never found, the school can follow the Lost Records section of the regulation if it is believed that the record was lost. 

· In the case of a child missing an immunization or a required booster, the school must assist the child in getting the vaccination. This may mean arranging for a doctor’s visit, providing transportation, etc. It may be less interruptive to the family to address this on the day that the child enrolls and prior to getting to the classroom; however, if this can not be arranged immediately the child should not miss class time while waiting for an appointment. 

· Any child or staff member exhibiting signs of active communicable disease must be excluded from participating in school activities. 

· In the case of TB, a child may have multiple risk factors for TB and need to have a Mantoux skin test; however, unless the child has symptoms of disease (ex. night sweats, pallor, coughing, fever, etc.) he/she should not be excluded from school. 

You asked!

(
Question: I have a new family registering a child from a foreign country known to have high rates of tuberculosis. The mother had a recent PPD and it was positive.  The child does not have a record of having a PPD.  The secretary tells me I can’t exclude this child because of the Homeless Act.  What can I do? 
Response: “The purpose of McKinney-Vento is to remove existing barriers to enrollment that are often a result of policies that do not take into account their unique circumstances.  However, if a youth appears ill, the school should work from an overall district policy that addresses suspected illness.  If a school nurse is not available to make a determination as to whether or not the child is ill and should not attend school, the local liaison should obtain a health clearance right away from another medical source to avoid barring the student from attending school.  If there is a known health emergency in the surrounding communities (e.g., cases of tuberculosis or other contagion), a local liaison can help a homeless student to get medical clearance so they can enroll at the earliest possible moment.” (Communication from the U.S. Dept. of Education, Gary Rutkin)
