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Big Idea

Children thrive in developmentally appropriate situations.

Enduring Understanding
· Children continually grow and change.

· Early childhood professionals are responsible for the safety of children and the quality of children’s experiences which support a child’s growth and development.

· Early childhood professionals are responsible for implementing best practices.

· Theorist explain child development and learning. 

· Quality early care and education is based on theory and research.

· Healthy habits are established in childhood.

· Children act their age.

· Preventing an injury is far less costly than fixing it.

· A primary responsibility of an early childhood professional.

Essential Questions
· Do I have the characteristics and skills required to become an early childhood professional?

· How can a family become more involved with its child’s education?

· Why do children act like children?

· How responsible am I for the children in my care?
· What strategies are appropriate to positively shape children’s behavior?

· Why should I care about young children?

· Do I have the characteristics and skills required to work with children?

· Are the nutritional needs of children being met?

· Are children having a variety of activities and experiences?

· Would I know what to do if a child in my care suffered serious injury?

· How do early childhood professionals make decisions in order to provide children with quality experiences? 
Standard Statement

This course will utilize standards that analyze the factors that will impact a child’s growth and development.  Additionally students will gain the knowledge and skills required for successful entry into careers in the early childhood education field as well as have a foundation for further study in the field.  

Course Description 

This third level course will prepare students to plan, design, and work in programs that meet children’s developmental needs and interests while providing a safe and healthy environment.  
Course Goals

The goal of this course is to prepare students for work and further study in the field of early childhood education.  Students will understand the varied needs of children and the importance of these early years.  Curriculum development as well as positive guidance techniques and family interactions will be interwoven with rigorous academic standards.  Students will be expected to model professional behavior.   

Course Outline
	Course Outline
	CTE Knowledge & Skill Reference
	Academic Standards
	Resources

	Career and Professional Traits
1. traits and characteristics

2. professionalism

3. career opportunities

4. balancing multiple roles

5. establishing a child care center


	CHD 2.4.1, 2.4.2, 2.4.3, 2.4.4, 2.8.2
CHD2.4.5, 2.4.6, 2.4.7

CHD 2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.3.3
CHD1.6.1, 1.6.2
	ELA 3, 4
C-B

EH 1,2,3,4
	

	Child Growth and Development

1. Theories and Theorist

2. Areas of development

3. Developmentally appropriate learning


	CHD2.2.3, 2.2.4
CHD2.1.2
CHD2.5.4, 2.7.2
CHD1.1.1, 1.1.2, 1.1.3,1.1.4, 2.7.3, 2.8.3, 2.8.4, 2.8.5
	ELA 1,2,3
M 3,4

PE   C-4
	

	Safety and Health

1. Nutrition

2. Immunization/prevention

3. First Aid/CPR

4. planning meals/snacks

5. keeping children safe

6. identifying child abuse

7. Handling emergencies


	CHD 1.5.2
CHD1.5.9, 2.4.8
CHD1.5.3, 1.5.4, 1.5.5

CHD 1.5.1, 1.5.7, 2.6.6
CHD 1.5.6, 1.5.8
CHD 2.4.9, 2.4.10

CHD1.5.9
	ELA 1,2,3

PE   C-4

H  AOD2

N 1,2,3

PA 1,2,3
	

	Learning Experiences for Children

1. designing learning environments

2. indoor and outdoor spaces

3. curriculum development
4. importance of play

5. special needs children


	CHD1.2.2, 2.8.1
CHD2.1.2

CHD2.2.2, 2.2.6

CHD2.5.1,2.5.2,2.5.3,

2.5.4,2.5.5
	ELA 1, 2, 3, 4
SS  C-4

M 1,2,4,5
	

	Guiding Children

1. goals of guidance  

2. techniques of effective discipline

3. designing schedules/routines

4. assessing/observing children

5.   communicating with children
	CHD1.3

CHD1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 1.3.4, 2.7.5, 2.7.6
CHD2.7.1, 2.7.4
CHD1.4.2
	ELA 1,2,3

M 1,2,4,5


	

	Parent/Teacher/Community Relationships

1. Diversity

2. Community resources

3. types of care

4. parenting styles
	CHD2.6.1, 2.6.2, 2.5.3,2.6.4

CHD1.7.1, 1.7.2

CHD 2.1.3

CHD1.4.1, 1.4.3, 1.4.4. 2.2.5, 2.6.1, 2.6.2, 2.6.3,2.6.4, 2.6.5, 2.6.7
	ELA 1,2,3
Social Studies

G-4, 6-8
World Languages

Goal 4-4.2
	


FCCLA
During this course students will be involved in FCCLA activities to enhance their classroom learning.  Students will participate in:

Resources 
Technology Utilization

End of Course Assessment
