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PREPARING AMERICA'S STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE & CAREER

The Standards What are Educational
Standards and why do
Building on the excellent foundation of standards states have laid, the Common Core State Standards are we need them?

the first step in providing our young people with a high-quality education. It should be clear to every student

parent, and teacher what the standards of success are in every school » READ
Teachers, parents and community leaders have all weighed in to help create the Common Core State

Standards. The standards clearly communicate what is expected of students at each grade level. This wil TH E rA

allow our teachers to be better equipped to know exactly what they need to help students learn and establish Q -
individualized benchmarks for them. The Common Core State Standards focus on core conceptual

understandings and procedures starting in the early grades, thus enabling teachers to take the time needed

to teach core concepts and procedures well—and to give students the opportunity to master them Get involved and become a
With students, parents and teachers all on the same page and working together for shared goals, we can Common Core Supporter!
ensure that students make progress each year and graduate from school prepared to succeed in college and

in a modem workforce Sign up hes e updates about the Co

State Standards Initiative

Read the Common Core State Standards

Download the Standards:

@ Internet




How to Read the Common Core State Standards

for English Language Arts
Appendix A
This is a suggested guide for how to approach, chunk, and digest the immense amount of material in the Common Core State Standards for ELA. 
Begin with Appendix A.

Think of Appendix A as the preface to the ELA standards. It is a clarifying

document, providing a great deal of research-based information which illuminates the

thinking behind the organization of the standards as well as the language within.

Appendix A also provides insight into how the other appendices should be used. You

will find a more developed set of foundational reading skills than is currently in the K-5

reading standards.

Appendix A includes information on:
1. how to define or determine text complexity, recognize text types and prioritize

text types by grade;

2. the complex relationship of argument vs. persuasion;

3. approaches to reading and listening instruction;

4. an emphasis of the “hybrid” approach to grammar and conventions;

5. the progression of language skills development in chart form; and

6. a very helpful synopsis of vocabulary development and strategies.

A bibliography arranged by category is included, as is a glossary of key terms used in

the document. The bibliography provides some helpful material and resources to

consider for further professional learning in each content strand.

Next, go to the standards document.

Begin with the Introduction

The Introduction to the document includes:
• an explanation of grade levels and grade bands,

• a general purpose of the standards,

• what is distinctly not covered in the documents,

• a summary of readiness as it applies to the discussion, and

• instructions for how to read the document, including the method of referencing a 
 specific grade level standard within a strand.

Reading Standards

Review the reading standards side-by-side with Appendix B, which provides text exemplars. Appendix B is so large that we are presenting both it in its entirety as well as in smaller parts so that it is easier to study and print. Pay particular attention to the sample performance tasks as they align to the standards and reflect the suggested text exemplars. Make sure you review the K-12 progression as this may impact your understanding of the standard at your grade level or band.

Writing Standards

Review the writing standards side-by-side with Appendix C, which includes authentic student writing samples. These samples demonstrate achievement of the standards appropriate to the grade level or band.

Continue reviewing the standards, noting how language is recursive and embedded as is

technology and multimedia.

Be sure to check the DE Department of Education English Language Arts website http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/staff/ci/content_areas/ela.shtml regularly.
We will update information on a regular basis and will provide the most recent resources available including a cross-walk, model instructional units, KUD Concept Organizers, and more. We will also be chunking the exemplar texts and presenting it in various formats so that you can review the materials in different ways.
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