[image: image1.png]Delaware Department of Education




Teaching and Learning Branch


Reading Cadre
Meeting Notes
Smyrna District Office
October 26, 2011

Attendees:    Marian Wolak (Department of Education), Denise Allen (Department of Education), Tracy McCarthy (Academy of Dover), Lara Crowley (Appoquinimink), Kathy Casey (Brandywine), John Muller (Caesar Rodney), Aleta Thompson (Cape Henlopen) Lisa Ali-Tuner (Christina), Kathy Kelly (Christina), Sherrie Clark (Colonial), Katherine West (Delmar), Kathleen Devine (DSCYF),  Michelle Frosina (Reach Academy), Meredith Wallace (Indian River), Genelle Freeman (Kuumba Academy), Ann Lewis (Laurel), Patti Kobus (Positive Outcomes), Robyn Roberts (Providence Creek Academy), Amy Kalafut (Red Clay), Laura Thompson (Red Clay), Karen Walsh (Red Clay), June Wicks (Smyrna), John Sell (Sussex Tech), Beth Leibu (Woodbridge), Bonnie Albertson (University of DE), Nancy Carnevale (Milford), Angela Porter (DSCYF)
Marian Wolak had the Reading Cadre members review the previous minutes from the September Cadre meeting. The agenda was also reviewed by Marian Wolak with the amendment of changing the DCAS Update with Denise Weiner and Theresa Bennett since they were unable to attend. More time was given to the writing and revising the reading lessons based upon the Literacy Concept Organizers.

Marian Wolak updated the reading specialists on the following topics:

· STEM Institute (July 16 – 19) A session will be held on teaching literacy strategies and techniques in the science content area.

· Two new Math Associates (Eric Shane and James Dick) were hired and will begin work on November 14th.

· Science literacy discussion was held on organizing a joint meeting between the reading and science specialists to begin working on enhancing and/or creating bibliographies on the science modules K-12. The two specialists group would also work on literacy skills and knowledge to improve science literacy in the classroom.


Model Lesson Review
Kathy Kelly, ELA Curriculum Specialist/District Chair in the Christina School District, reviewed her Grade 2 Lesson Two lesson plan on central idea and non-fiction textual features. Reading Specialists were paired to discuss the lesson and to write on post-its ‘Suggestions’ and ‘Like The Way…’ regarding the instructional implementation and strategies. A guidance rubric created by Ann Lewis was also available for specialists to use while reviewing Ms. Kelly’s lesson. A discussion was held afterwards which assisted her in revising the lesson.

Presentation
A brief presentation was made by the Voyager Learning Cambium Group on a Reading Intervention series. We would like to thank the Voyager Group for sponsoring lunch.

Lesson Development
Denise Allen did a status check on lesson development with each group. Reading Specialists spent most of the day working on lesson development.  It was noted that grade level and time for the lesson needs to be included on the lesson template.  Cadre reminded us about bolding the areas of the lesson that are differentiated.  Also, our lessons target Standard 2 however other standards within the lesson are targeted as well.  This needs to be written within the lesson as well.   Ann Lewis is working on a rubric for piloting the lessons and will be sending to Denise Allen to distribute to those teachers who are ready to pilot.  There was also a discussion how the lessons created in Reading can also be used in content areas such as Science and Social Studies.

Publisher’s Criteria
A jigsaw activity was created to read and discuss the Publishers’ Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Literacy, Grades 3-12. A discussion was held on not just focusing on literacy instruction but to carefully examine the text itself.

PDMS

Everyone was reminded to register for the monthly session via PDMS.  Those who could not access the site were given some extra assistance on how to complete the process each month
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