	Partner Card #1                     1995 - Bosnia

     After WWII, Yugoslavia became a Communist state under the dictatorship of Tito.  Bosnia was one of Yugoslavia’s republics.  It was made up of three ethnic groups.  In 1980, after Tito died, a government representing those three groups emerged.  Two of the three groups (Slavic Muslims and Croats) wanted independence for Bosnia.  The third (Serbs) did not.  In 1992, Bosnia seceded from Yugoslavia.  The Serbs wanted to stay a part of Yugoslavia and they were backed by the Yugoslav National Army.  However, war broke out and the Serbs expelled members of the other two ethnic groups from any areas the Serbs controlled.  This practice became known as ethnic cleansing. By late 1995, the conflict in Bosnia had produced an estimated two million refugees, the largest number of refugees or exiles in Europe since World War II. 
From Elements of Literature (2007).  Holt, Rinehart, and Winston:  Austin, TX, 410.




	Partner Card #2                     1939 - Latvia
     If anyone had told me in the summer of 1939 that in a few short years I would be separated from my family and my country forever, I would have said that person was crazy and should be put away.  In 1920 I was born in a free country and knew no other way to live.

     My family were just ordinary people living ordinary lives in the small, rural town of Jaunpils, Latvia.  Now, a half-century and a world war later, I have come to realize each day, when ordinary people are trying to live good lives and practice the Golden Rule, that there are always evil history makers ready to tarnish the high luster of the ordinary….

     In the spring of 1939, as the Soviets planned their takeover of the Baltic countries –Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania – I was occupied with happiness….  Politics was something that my elders discussed very quietly.  …Perhaps I was aware and chose to ignore the signs of Russian aggression.  I don’t know; freedom is something our spirits take for granted.  But I do know that by the summer of that year we were very conscious of what came to be known as the “Soviet Sphere of Influence” hammering down on us.  Each night when the ministers of Britain, France, and Russia met deciding our future, we ate supper, read and played cards while they negotiated our land, liberty and lives away.

from Jane E.  Cunningham (2004).  The Rings of My Tree:  A Latvian Woman’s Journey. 


