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The Delaware Commission on Italian Heritage and Culture in Partnership with 
the Delaware Department of Education presents:

21st Century Italy:  Looking Backward to Face Forward

Delaware Educators’ Seminar in Italy
July 6-20, 2008

Seminar Essential Questions:

What does it mean to be Italian today?

What does it mean to be an Italian-American?

What are the contemporary challenges facing each society?

Proposed Itinerary
Day 1               Sunday, July 6



Gather and depart from U.S. airport to Italy airport; joint group departure required 
Day 2

Monday, July 7 (Volterra overnight 1)

8:30
 Arrival in Rome 

10:00 
Bus Transfer to SIAF, Volterra

3:00
Arrival in Volterra

4:00
Welcoming Reception by Mayor in Volterra’s Town Hall 
8:00
Welcoming Dinner/Orientation from Michael Contarino

Day 3

Tuesday, July 8 (Volterra overnight 2)
8:00 – 9:00

Italian Lesson 1
9:00


Depart for Pisa 

10:00 – 12:30
Guided Visits to Miracle Square (Tower and 
Cemetery); Roman Ships
12:30-1:30

Lunch



1:30


Depart for Pontedera



2:30-3:20

Visit to Piaggio Museum



3:30


Welcome to Scuola Sant’Anna






Presentation on Italy of the 21st Century—A High-

Tech View



3:45-5:45

Paradox of Modern Italy
Dr. Michael Contarino #1


6:00


Depart for Volterra


8:00


Dinner in Volterra 
Day 4

Wednesday, July 9  (Volterra overnight 3)
8:00-9:00

Italian Lesson 2

9:15


Depart for Volterra

10:00


Visit to Etruscan Museum—the Ancient Roots of 

Modern Italy—Discussion and Tour



11:00


Roman Theater and Alabaster Workshop (Rossi)



12:00


Depart for Florence 

1:30-6:00

Visit to Florence 






Farragamo Museum



6:00


Depart for Verrazzano Castle



8:00


Dinner at Verrazzano Castle  (25 euros)
Day 5

Thursday, July 10  (Volterra overnight 4)
8:00-9:00

Italian Lesson 3



9:00


Self-Directed Study—The Paradoxes of Modern 

Italy; Suggested Study in Florence, Siena, Volterra or Casciarna di Terme
8:00


Dinner and Reflections on Self-Directed Study

Day 6

Friday, July 11  (Ripatransone overnight 1)



Travel to Ripatransone via Urbino – early morning departure; mid-day tour of Palazzo Ducale (Regional Museum of Le Marche) 

8:00 


Arrival in Ripatransone, Dinner at Convent




Walk in the City; Wine and Food Tasting

Day 7

Saturday, July 12 (Ripatransone overnight 2)
8:00 – 9:00

Italian Lesson 4
9:30 – 12:00

Italian History and Politics; 1861-1922





Dr. Michael Contarino #2
After Lunch

Discussion in small groups; Blog writing
6:30 


Welcoming Reception with Mayor Paolo D’Erasmo




Guided Tour of the Town

8:30


Dinner at Red Baron Restaurant with Mayor

10:00


Music Concert in Square 

Day 8

Sunday, July 13 (Ripatransone overnight 3)
OPTIONS

Go to Sybilline Mountain Park  (group must be at least 12 people)

Beach Excursion in Grottammare (public bus Ripa-Grottammare)

or Study in Morning and Visit Local Museums

9:30 pm—Film in Teatro Mercantini (opera house)—deportation of 

Italian soldiers in the USA during WW II
Day 9

Monday, July 14  (Ripatransone overnight 4)
8:00 – 9:00

Italian Lesson 5

9:00 – 10:30

Trip to Quercus Park in Ripatransone
10:45 – 12:45
Introduction to Italian-American Experience

Dr. Jules Chametzky #1

2:00
PISES Project Presentation with the Mountain Communities of Vallo di Diano and Wilmington Cultural Center 

3:30
Administrator Discussion on Internationalization Plans; Optional Beach Excursion to Grottammare

7:30
Vineyard Visit and Dinner at Cantina Le Caniette

Day 10
Tuesday, July 15  (Ripatransone overnight 5)
8:00 – 9:00

Italian Lesson 6
9:30 – 12:00

Fascism and Its Legacy

Dr. Michael Contarino #3
3:30 – 5:00

Contemporary Italian-American Literature

Dr. Jules Chametzky #2
8:30 


Music and Dinner at Colle Bar Pizzeria
Day 11
Wednesday, July 16 (Ripatransone overnight 6)
8:00 – 1:00

Trip to Ascoli Piceno

· Private, English-language guided tour of city

· Introductory presentation on city history

PM—


Small group work; Post reflections to Blog; Self-

directed time

9:30 


Panel Discussion on Election 2008




Sala Rossa, Mayor’s Home

· Paolo D’Erasmo, Mayor

· Dr. Alberto Giannetti

Day 12
Thursday, July 17  (Ripatransone overnight 7)
8:00 – 9:00

Italian Lesson 7
9:30 – 11:30

Italy in Europe I:  Post-war period and the

First Republic

Dr. Michael Contarino #4
PM—
Small group work; Post reflections to Blog; self-directed activity; evening cultural activities 


3:30 – 5:00

Group Discussion:  The Prince







Dr. Michael Contarino; Dr. Jules Chametzky


9:30


Teatro Mercantini (Opera House) Short Film 

produced by the Public School of Ripatransone, Concert of the Students of the Primary School of Ripatransone

Day 13
Friday, July 18  (Ripatransone overnight 8)

8:00 – 9:00

Italian Lesson 8
9:30 – 11:30
Italy in Europe II:  Electoral Alignment; The Second Republic and Beyond

Dr. Michael Contarino #5
PM—
Small group work; Post reflections to Blog; self-directed activity; evening cultural activities 
8:00


Closing reception at the Polidori Home 



10:00


Walk in the City; Wine and Food Tasting 
Day 14
Saturday, July 19  (Ripatransone overnight 9)
8:00 – 9:00

Italian Lesson 9
9:30 – 11:30

Italian-American Experience

Dr. Jules Chametzky #3

8:00
Farewell dinner at the Wine Shop (Bottega del Vino)
10:00
Concert of Ripatransone’s Band in Town Square 

Day 15
Sunday, July 20
Return to United States
5:00


Bus Departure for Rome

Time Line
Pre-Departure Orientation Meeting #1—Saturday, May 17, Dover, 9:00-12:30
Pre-Departure Orientation Meeting #2—Monday, June 23, Dover

Seminar July 7-20, 2008

Follow-Up Meeting—Saturday, September 13, Dover, 9:00-12:30
Participant Responsibilities

All participants accepted to attend the Educators’ Seminar in Italy must agree to participate fully in all activities before, during and after the seminar experience.  Teacher participants must also agree to creating or enhancing one existing instructional unit to focus on knowledge gained from the seminar, notably on Italy and/or the Italian American immigrant experience.  Time is built into the seminar for the units to be worked on while in Italy, but final units should be ready to submit for the Jury Process for inclusion in the Delaware Model Unit Gallery by the Post-Conference Follow-Up Meeting on September 13, 2008.  

Administrators will have a slightly modified itinerary that will allow them to craft or improve an Internationalization Plan.  This plan will capitalize on the resources made available during the Seminar.  Sample Internationalization Plans from other school districts will be shared. Administrators’ plans are also due by the Post-Conference Follow-Up Meeting on September 13, 2008.

Participants should also bring a laptop.  The facilities that will be used will not always have wireless internet access, but the laptops will be useful to journal electronically and to complete the units of study.  Free internet access will be available at a variety of seminar locales.  Participants will also share reflections and post their own photos on the Seminar’s blog.  
Spouses/Significant Others/Family Members

Spouses, significant others and family members are discouraged from accompanying participants during the Seminar.  They may, however, join participants at the close of the experience to extend their stay in Italy.  

Materials You Will Receive
The Shape of Water (Andrea Camilleri)

The Patience of the Spider (Andrea Camilleri)
The Prince

Journal for Daily Reflection

Lonely Planet Italy

Instant Immersion Italian CDs
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