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21st Century Italy:  Looking Backward to Face Forward

Delaware Educators’ Seminar in Italy
Participant Product Summaries

Appoquinimink Team 

Jayne Riblett, Suzanne Petrucci and Nancy Petrella

Visual Arts and Social Studies Unit of Instruction:  The Legacy of Italian Ideas

Students will learn about the roots of the Renaissance and explore life in Italy during that period.  They will learn about various aspects of society and culture including arts and architecture, literature, science, math, politics, commerce and trade.  Students will be able to make comparisons between life in Renaissance Italy and modern day United States.

Students will then decide on a medium and create a piece of art based on a chosen topic.  Based on their chosen topic and medium, students will research works of art/architecture, one of which must be Italian, from various periods in history in order to make comparisons and draw conclusions about the impact that Italian ideas, aesthetic, culture and/or innovation has had or continues to have on the world.  Students will present their ideas in written and oral form, and then redesign and create a second piece of art from the sample topics as the first.  Upon completion, they will determine whether or not their research had any impact on their own ideas.  
Artist in Residence Program—Alabaster artist from Volterra  
This program will be integrated into all subject areas.  The teachers of each subject are responsible for finding ways of integrating this into their curriculum. Work with the artist will take place within the time schedule of Social Studies, Language Arts and Related Arts.  The program will end with an exhibit of work created by students and by the artist.  This work may be exhibited for the entire district and for the state.  
Brandywine Team

Barbara Baer and Angela Trani
Italian Unit of Instruction—Broadening Horizons: A Virtual Class Trip to Italy 

Students will plan and execute steps needed to travel to Italy.  First, they will obtain a passport and understand the importance of this document.  Students will gain familiarity with the geography of Italy, will be able to read and interpret train schedules and will become familiar with the metro system in Rome.  During their travels, students will exchange money for train tickets and travel items.  

Cape Henlopen Team

Diane Saienni Albanese and Cathy Cofranceso 

Language Arts Unit of Instruction—What’s the Scoop?: An Exploration of Italian and American Media

"What's the Scoop" is a series of lessons that leads students to consider the source and content of news in the United States and in Italy.  This unit entices students to formulate their own conclusions about the nature of culture depending on the output of web-based news.  They learn the tools to interpret and produce their own news web page and their own news live report.   They explore the Italian and American culture through two weeks of news stories and then use these contrasts to summarize information for their own projects. 
Language Arts and Social Studies Unit of Instruction—The Glory that Was/Is Italy!
Throughout recorded history, Italy has contributed much to the world and the United States in terms of art, music, culture, and history.  Weren’t the Italians one of the earliest discoverers/explorers of the New World? Also, in the United States and specifically in Delaware there is a strong Italian community and heritage. The purpose of this project is to expose students to the many important contributions that Italians have made over the centuries. Also, by collaborating with social studies and the study of ancient Rome, students will have a continuum for understanding Italy - past and present.

The multi-genre project incorporates not only research but also analysis and synthesis and the presentation of the information using a variety of writing genres.  Students will create a multi-genre project about a topic related to Italy.  They may select a topic from ancient Rome or another period of Italian history and culture.  Students will be given a list of about 40 topics from which to choose.  They may also select their own topic with an Italian theme.

Capital Team

Dianne Beck, Brigitte Gavas and Lynn Widdowson
U.S. History Unit of Instruction—Internment of Aliens during World War II

Students will complete a webquest on the hardships that the Japanese, Germans and Italians went through in the United States during World War II.  They will examine how the camps differed for each nationality, where the camps were located, the motivation behind the internments and the different reactions from each nationality. 

Latin Unit of Instruction—From Rome to Ruins

Students will participate in a 6-8 week long unit designed to immerse students in the history, geography, politics, philosophy, society, daily life, art, architecture, religion, science and stories of the rich Roman culture.  Using a variety of sources, students will show an understanding of the essential questions (Who were the Romans?  How were their lives like mine?  How were they different?) through reading, journaling, projects, tests and various writing-to-learn activities. 

New Castle County Votech and Red Clay Team

Michael Payton, Edward Sobocinski and Jeanette Franklin 

Social Studies Unit of Instruction—Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Prince: Power and Truth
This unit will endeavor to motivate students to look deeper into the role of political leadership and political power over time.  The lessons will contrast Renaissance European attitudes and modern western attitudes toward power and politics.  Critical thinking, reading for understanding, logic and verbal skills will be part of the overall assessment for this unit.  The essential questions for this unit are What quality is the most effective asset for a great leader? Are those who use fear and hatred more effective leaders? and Which is a more desirable character trait in a leader, fear or love?.
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