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DR PIKA: Good evening. | would like to
get this evening's neeting underway, please. M nane is
Joe Pika. 1'mthe president of the State Board of
Education. W are here this evening to conduct a public
hearing on the resubm tted nei ghborhood school s plan of
the Christina School District.

In March of 2002, the State Board of
Education found that the Christina and Red d ay
Consol i dated School Districts' nei ghborhood school plans
did not neet the requirements of the Nei ghborhood School s
Act as passed by its Del aware General Assenbly and, in
accordance with that |aw, asked the districts to resubmt
their plans for the Board' s reconsideration.

Those districts have done so and the State
Board of Education has arranged three public hearings.
Tonight is the first of the three. Qur intent tonight is
primarily to hear public concerns about the Christina
School Board's resubm ssion. There may as well be
conment s made about the Red O ay plan.

W woul d ask that those concerned with the
Red Clay plan proposal hold their coments until the end
of the proceedings and we will first deal with conments
on the Christina plan

In addition, there will be a second hearing
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tonmorrow evening held at the McKean Hi gh School intended
to focus primarily on the Red Cay pl an.

Finally, there will be a third public
heari ng hel d on Monday, Cctober 28th, a week from
tonight, in the Gty of WImngton at the Howard Hi gh
School of Technol ogy Auditorium

The procedure that we are following is very
much parallel to that we followed in dealing with the
original subm ssions.

I would like to first introduce the nenbers
of the State Board of Education who are here this
evening. To ny inmediate left is Ms. Jean Allen, the
vice president of the State Board. To her left is
M. Dennis Savage. W are also joined here in the front
by Ms. Louann Vari, who is the counsel to the State
Board of Educati on.

| believe, as has been previously
announced, there is a sign-up sheet here in front of ne
for those people wi shing to make conments this evening.
We ask that you please sign up and we will call your
names.

We al so have previously announced t hat

there are a limted nunber of copies of the revised plans
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and the nost recent transcripts of the hearings, the

evidentiary hearings that were held already on this plan.

We will call speakers up one at a tine.
Gven the fact that there is not an enornous nunber of
potential speakers, those who have signed up, there is a
l[imted nunmber, what we will do is to be fairly generous
with our allocation of tine this evening and not cut you
off quite as quickly as we had originally planned.

We do have a court reporter with us this
evening, so we ask that when you do cone to the
m crophone, please identify yourselves and spell your
nane for the benefit of the court reporter. Please, when
you make your conments, don't speak too quickly and be
certain to speak |oudly enough so that the court reporter
will be able to hear you.

W will be happy to accept any witten
conment s which nmay be subnmitted this evening. You may
al so subnmit witten comments to the State Board of
Education at the Townsend Buil ding through Decenber 4th
of this year.

We have just been joined to ny right by

Dr. Clay Smith, also a nenber of the State Board of
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Wthout further ado, | would like to then

have M ss Case please call the first speaker

M5. CASE: Jeff Arnstrong.

MR. ARMBTRONG Thank you. It's Jeff
Armstrong, J-e-f-f A-r-ms-t-r-o-n-g.

| hope you are serious about being generous
on the time, but I'lIl try to make the nost inportant
point first.

DR PIKA: There are limts to ny
generosity.

MR ARMSTRONG  You are such a kind nan

| think the main point -- | nean, |'ve read
all the mnutes fromthe evidentiary hearings and from
the previous hearings, and |'ve | ooked at all the plans.
And as a parent, | nean, | could take the enotional upset
si de and say, geez, this school district's not even
trying. Sonetines | really feel that's the case, that
they want to naintain the status quo. They present a
plan that's really -- | don't think they like it. | know
I"mnot too pleased with it. And then as an alternative,
they give you the status quo. So then what are your

options? Sonmething you don't like, or the status quo? |
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find that a little bit upsetting.
But | think the main point is, as | read
through all those mnutes, as | read the | awer

Wlliams -- | don't know his first name. David, | think

DR PIKA: Correct.

MR. ARMSTRONG He kept tal ki ng about being
fair and equitable for all children. Well, | think
that's the right statement. | think it's the right thing
to do. But in Christina, we have a different situation
We are a noncontiguous school district. | think thisis
the root of the problem and has been for a long tine.

None of the other school districts are
noncontiguous. It could be argued WIIliam Penn has a
smal | section, but that's witten in the submttal from
Christina. It really isn't. [It's contiguous.

To create nei ghborhood schools with a
noncont i guous school district, it's virtually inpossible.
| alnost sound like I"'msiding with Christina. And it's
really hard unless you do certain things. You are
willing to do | ow poverty schools. You weren't willing
to do that with Brandywine, so | don't expect that to

happen here, but | could be wong.
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But | think what we all really want is
what's fair and equitable for all children and to have a
| evel playing field. Wy do we have a school district
that's not contiguous? It's a legacy fromthe attenpt
for racial balancing and that's not the issue anynore.

| think -- | don't knowthat it's really

within your power to do this, and it probably goes back
to the state legislature, I'"mnot sure, but creating some
ki nd of a contiguous school district so we all have a
| evel playing field, |I think, is really what 1'd like to
see to be fair and equitable for all the kids.

| can probably come back up here again if |
sign that list again, but | basically started off in ny
handwitten notes here that | felt that the school nay
not have been as open-minded as they could have been in
| ooking at options. Anything they do for the city, of
course, placing themso close to all the schools in the
city would create high-poverty schools and that's not
really what | think is a good idea

But | don't think they | ooked at all the
different ideas with the nodul ar portable classroons. W
don't have to | ook any further than Newark Charter Schoo

to see what they've done. They put together housing for
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435 students and they did it, in construction tine, in
| ess than 60 days. They did it for 1.2 mllion.

When | read the notes fromthe hearings,
the school district fromChristina cites sonmething Iike
178,000 per classroomand it will take 32 classroons to
put the equivalent of a school together. Well, that

isn't so. You just have to check the facts. | could

really talk about that, but | think if you are willing to
try to nake things work, you can do it. | really
qguestion sonetines that they want to nake this work.
They don't want to do the portable classroons and the way
that they presented the options, | just feeling like they
targetted the status quo. And that's ny big concern

Anot her thing they didn't really do is they
seenmed to have a |l ot of capacity in the high schools.
I"mnot sure | would go to do this, but they are at about
80 percent of capacity in three high schools. You could
certainly look at a different organization of students.

The plan allowed for a high school of
grades nine to twelve or ten to twelve. They could | ook
at a configuration of grades ten to twelve and they are

bui I di ng a new m ddl e school even though the plans they
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submitted say two el ementary schools. | think it's a

m ddl e school and an el enentary school. And |I've worked
sone nunbers out that theoretically make it work, but
there are al ways nei ghborhoods that don't want to divide.

But | ooking at ways to use that

overcapacity, | didn't see that in any of the plans. You
could literally put all the kids, grades ten to twelve,
even including the city, into two high schools. Do you

want to do that? | don't know. But it's another thing

they didn't |ook at.

If you broke the schools out differently,
know there would still be a |l ack of capacity or concern
over capacity of the Newark area. And if you created
just a contiguous school district that sonehow
redistributed the kids in Wlmngton to the three
contiguous school districts, you' d still have kind of a
tight fit for grades nine to twelve in two schools, but
you could ook at something like that. And | didn't see
that sort of thing. | think I"'mstarting to ranble on
that point.

The bottomline really is | think there are
other ideas and people have tried to bring themout. |

don't think that the portable school roons, nodul ar
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bui I di ngs shoul d be discounted. They are built to |ast.
They are factory constructed. They are not quite as
pretty, but it's an option that | think should be

consi dered nore strongly.

"Il just close down by saying this
opportunity has taken over 20 years to present itself.
W' ve had this bussing, and then unity was decl ared and
it's no longer required. But we are still doing it.

I nade a choice back in 1995 to live in

Del awar e versus Pennsyl vani a because | thought, okay, mny

10
kids will get to go to school where they live. That
doesn't look like it's happening right now.

But 1'll support creating high-poverty

schools. | would just like to see sonmehow a
recommendati on conme through and the people who can make
t he deci sion recommend renovi ng the unnecessary hardship
of noncontiguous boundaries from Christina Schoo
District so that all children, not just the contiguous
districts, have a chance at a fair and equitabl e plan.

| appreciate all your tinmne.

DR PIKA: Thank you, M. Arnstrong.

M ss case?
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M5. CASE: Karen Rudin.

M5. RIORDAN. Hi . M nane is Karen
Ri ordan, Ri-o0-r-d-a-n.

I, too, | amhere tonight just to express
my overall frustration with this entire process. | would
just like to bring to the Board' s attention that tonight
is the eleventh public forumwhich the residents of
Christina School District have been asked to comrent on
t he proposed nei ghborhood schools' plan. W spoke with
you a year ago concerning the district's decision to
remai n status quo and our thoughts on the committee's

plan. A year later | would like to ask you: What have

11

you done with this feedback and how many nore public
foruns will your Board hol d?

If you are truly interested in what the
residents of Christina think, | encourage you to review
the transcripts fromthe previous nine district forunms in
whi ch hundreds of people spoke out in support for
nei ghbor hood school s, and specifically the concerns that
they have regarding this specific plan

I"'mleft with no choice but to think that
the delay in the decision naking is an intentiona

attenpt to fatigue the public's interest on this very
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i mportant issue. Many of us were surprised when the
district chose to submt a plan that was status quo in
cl ear defiance of the |aw.

More surprisingly, however, is that the
district was allowed to do this, thus further the delay,
the inplenmentati on of a now two-year-old statute.
Meanwhi | e, thousands of students in the Christina Schoo
District ride buses on |-95 for up to three hours of day
i f you consider the changeover that occurs at Kahunaville
with no seat belts, no chaperones, and no recess due to
the excess tine lost fromriding the bus to and from
school. This is sonething that the other districts in

nort hern New Castle County do not have to endure. The

12

|l ack of information on this issue is unacceptable.

As a PTA officer in ny school, | was one of
the few people notified of tonight's hearing. | think
it's inportant that you understand that we were not -- we
are not allowed to dissemnate this information wi thout
explicit approval fromthe district office.

As such, a volunteer created a flier, sent
it to Main Street, and then waited patiently for its

approval . The approval was received a little late and we
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were only able to send notices home today in the kid's
backpacks. To ny know edge, only two schools in the
district were able to get anything out today about this
hearing. | don't understand why it's up to the |oca
parents to informthe district's 20,000 students.

Finally, | want to share with you a true
story. Prior to noving to Delaware, | lived in
Manhatt an, Kansas. Most of you couldn't find Manhattan
on a map. It's about 60 mles west of Topeka. A friend
of ours suggested we reconsider our pending nove due to
the reputation of the schools and the bussing in
Del awar e.

Now | | ook back on her comments and |
understand that the poor reputation of the Christina

School District is justified. Shanme on all of us for not

13
havi ng the courage to do the right thing.
Thank you.
DR PIKA: | can just clarify briefly the

State Board's schedule on this. The State Board issued
its decision in March of this year which nandated that
three districts resubmit plans if they wi shed themto be
further considered.

The question was whet her we woul d hol d
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public hearings during the sutmmer when we felt it would
be even nore difficult for parents who were concerned,
menbers of the public who mght be concerned about this
to come forward. So we delayed until the fall when
school had started in order to try to facilitate the
collection of information rather than to make it
difficult.

So the delay actually was intended, at
least, to try to make the conmuni cation a nore effective,
nore efficient way to collect information

As | will announce at the end of this
meeting, our step in this, as set forth by the
legislation, is that we will have conpleted, after the
resubm ssion, after the deliberation, and after a
deci sion issued by the State Board, that woul d have

conpl eted our statutory responsibilities under the

14

Nei ghbor hood School s Act as we interpret it, as we
understand it. It then could potentially go el sewhere
wi t hin gover nnent.

But the Board has tried to nove as quickly
as possible, but with deliberation. This is a very

i mportant set of issues, very inportant set of questions
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as we know fromthe very intense feelings that we have
seen denonstrated, not only at public hearings, but also
at the evidentiary hearings that we' ve had in Dover.

M ss Case?

M5. CASE: Dana Sawyer.

M5. SAWER: Hi. Good evening. M |ast
nane is S-a-wy-e-r, Dana.

Thank you for that, Dr. Pika. Just in
response, as Karen had said, | believe this is our
el eventh public hearing, so we've all shared nany, nany
times before.

DR PIKA: | understand.

MB. SAWER: Good evening. Thank you for
your time once again. | spoke at the last public hearing
and provided you with my witten coments in February and
I"msure that you read those by now.

To refresh your nenory, | have three

children and none attend the Christina School D strict

15

schools. M twin sons attend sixth grade at Newark
Charter and ny daughter is in second grade at a private
school where she will stay if she does not get into the
charter school .

I am anot her extrenely dissatisfied
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Christina district parent. In nmy mnd, those hour-I|ong
or hour-and-15-m nute, one-way bus rides on |-95 stopping
at the hub at Kahunaville are just unsafe and
unaccept abl e.

Now recently we hear that kids are huffing
in the back seat of those buses because they don't have a
lot to do in those three hours, so it frightens ne to no
end. That's why ny children are at the schools that they
are.

Many years ago we decided to elicit change
as we quickly figured out that no one else was going to
do so. Parents helped to get |egislation passed, yes.

We hel ped get a | aw passed to get our needs net, which

was, of course, H B. 300. How nany people can say that
they' ve done that? W had high hopes that things would
change, that districts would abide by the |aw.

Those hopes were very qui ckly dashed when
Christina School District said that they had absolutely

no intentions of abiding by the law fromthe very
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begi nning. They have really, in ny opinion, nmade a
nmockery of you, our whole legislature, and all of their

constituents. Imagine if no one else had to abide by the
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| aw?

Then, after figuring that the only way to
elicit change was to do it for ourselves, the Newark
charter schools opened by dissatisfied parents. |nagine
that. Parents getting together to do what the schoo
district has refused to do and shoul d have done | ong ago
to inplement this law. | don't have to go into detail
about the huge success of the charter school. You al
know t hat very well.

NCS has out paced every school in the state
inits first year. And why? Mybe it's because we won
the Del aware PTA award for 100 percent participation
Maybe it was because we won the Departnent of Education
Parent Partnership award. O nmaybe it was because we
pl aced first statew de on standardized tests. W did it
all because we could. That is, the school is close to
hone and to work for nany of us. W can easily get there
to help out. Parents are an integral part of its
monurent al success. W only wi sh that others had had
that opportunity.

NCS' s enrollnent is at its maxi num capacity

17

today as it was the first day of school |ast year. W

have over 400 kids on the waiting list and a new schoo
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is being built to neet the great denand for a
nei ghbor hood school in Newark

The Newar k parents have spoken
resoundi ngly. Do we have to open yet another charter
school to get our continued needs nmet? Are you willing
to say that the status quo is, indeed, not acceptable to
many and will help us ook for creative ways to nake
House Bill 300 work for us all? The process has gone on
far too |ong.

Thi s public hearing was not very well
publicized, as you were just nmade aware, and we have been
to hearing after hearing after hearing.

VWhen will every district child and the
parents have the opportunities that NCS has offered ny
fam |y and many others? As you can tell, ny frustration
| evel is very great. | had high hopes that the State
Board woul d act quickly and decisively. Here we go on
the second or third year of inplenentation with nothing
havi ng been done. That is a travesty in my opinion.

We are noving slowy. Many of the parents
are nmoving slowy to change the face of the |ocal schoo

board to be one of inclusion and respect. Qur grass

18
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roots efforts, as you know, have been extrenely
successful on nmany issues. W count on you as our
appointed | eaders to do the right thing and to follow the
I aw.

Thank you.

DR. Pl KA: Thank you

That concludes the |ist of people who have
signed up to speak this evening. W would be happy to
receive any additional comments if anyone wi shes to do so
at this point.

M5. NOMK: | have a question.

DR Pl KA: Wy don't you cone forward,
pl ease. | can't answer your question w thout you
becom ng part of this process.

M5. NOMK: | know I'ma new face to you
My name is Anne-Marie Nowak, A-n-n-e, hyphen, Ma-r-i-e,
N-o-wa-k. | have a first grader at Maclary. | also
have a four-year-old, a two-year-old, and we are
expecting a baby in Decenber. | intend to be around a
long tine.

So | am concerned regarding these school s.
My question is: Wien you inmplenent a |law, you take the
rights of sone and you pit them against the rights of

ot hers and sonebody is going to have an i nbal ance.

19
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If you ook at our rules about gun
| egi sl ation, we say sone people can have guns and sone
cannot and it's for the best for everybody.

Why shoul d we assune that when we create
school s, everybody is going to have the sane? Because

not everybody can have the sane. Does that nmake sense to

you? You live in a city, you will have city schools. |If
you live in a suburb, you have suburb schools. If you
live in farmand or urban -- rural area, you'll have a
rural school. |It's just a difference. It doesn't nean
it's better or worse. |It's just not the sane.

So why do we assune that all kids have to
have the same? Because that's what |'m hearing, we want
the kids to all have the sane.

Does that make sense?

DR PIKA: | would be happy to defer to any
of ny coll eagues that wish to speak for that, but | have
to al so say our purpose here this evening is to try to
get your reaction, your thoughts about the particular
issue in front of us, which is the nei ghborhood school s
proposal fromthe Christina School District. So it's not
really designed to be a discussion or kind of an open
forum opportunity for kind of give-and-take.

But | think we can be a little bit flexible
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i f sonebody on the Board wi shes to respond to this

observation or this question

DR SMTH |
not the sanme, but equity.
view of the --

M5. NOWAK: |

think the operative word is

Is there a difference in your

think the word is fair and

life is not fair and you coul d never achieve fairness no

matter how hard you worked because that's life. So when

you say you want all the schools to be fair, you are

setting yourself up for an unworkabl e goal because al

t he ki ds cannot have the same thing, which would be what

is perfectly fair, if every child had the exact sane

t hi ng.

DR. SMTH. So who deci des who gets what?

M5. NOMK: That's why we have a | aw that

says this is what we are going to decide is what's right.

This is what our constituents want. And if this is

what's right and it's your job to inplement it, why is it

taking so long? | don't know.

' maski ng the question

because I'mnew to this whol e process.

DR PIKA: Ms.

Vari ?

M5. VARI: M ss Nowak, |'m Louann Vari .

I'mdeputy attorney genera

the State Board.

and

serve as the |awer for
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Dr. Pika began to outline sone of the delay
questions, what |'mgoing to characterize as del ay
gquestions. I'mnot really sure that | agree with that
characterization.

The law | aid out the substance of what the
districts and the State Board's roles were to be in the
nei ghbor hood school process, and it also laid out the
timeline for acconplishing that goal. |'mnot sure that
tonight is, perhaps, the right time to lay out all of the
steps in that process. And | guess it would be fair to
say that 1'mnot sure that there's been a delay in the
way the |l aw has been inplenented. | agree it takes a
long time and | understand that people have had, perhaps,
an overopportunity to coment.

But by way of exanple, the law required the
districts to conduct a series of public hearings before
their plan was ever sent to the State Board. | think
when the State Board | ooked at the process, the State
Board ought to go through in | ooking at the plans, it
felt one of the things it really wanted to do was hear
directly fromthe public, not sinply take the district's
word, if you will, about what the parents in the district
had sai d.

The law itself also laid out the process
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that woul d happen once a plan, if a plan were to be
rejected by the State Board the first time around, which
i s what happened with respect to Christina's plan. The
law |l aid out the process that woul d happen after that.

| believe that when you | ook at that
tinetable, the State Board and the districts and various
other districts, as well, have conplied wth that
timetable. W might sit and haggl e about whether the
ti metabl e was a good one fromthe beginning, but it was
the tinetable that | think was laid out in the |law. When
you have the law, you need to followit.

So I'mnot sure that's going to answer
everyone's questions, but I'malso not sure that this is
the time to try to resolve all of those questions.

M5. NOMAK: Ckay. But my overall question
is if Christina's district is saying that it's not fair
to inplement this policy, ny question is: W have a | aw
Wy aren't we following it? Because that's what the
peopl e want and the people say is right. Wy is this
fair issue com ng up?

DR PI KA. Because that's in the |aw

M5. NOMK: |I'mglad you told ne.

DR PIKA: The term"fair and equitable
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interpret the substance as well as follow the process has
been part of this discussion

M5. NOWAK:  But can having different things
still be equitable? Can it still be fair if we have
things that are different? If we say that the kids in
the cities, maybe, have nore roomin their schools and
they have enpty classroons and the kids in the suburbs
have fuller classroons, it mght not be the sane, but
does that nmean it's wong?

DR PIKA: | don't think "sane" and
"equitable" are the sane terns. | think that they are
different and | don't believe that the question really is
space. That really lies at the heart of the issues that
the district has presented to us.

But you are welcone to | ook at any of their
submi ssions. W have both the original as well as the
resubm ssion, and those are sone of the issues that they
have discussed in their submission. |It's certainly sone
of the issues that we will have to deliberate on

I can't answer your questions here this

evening. W have deliberated on this once before as a



22

23

24

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

board and our views are reflected in the decision and
order which cane forward in March. W wll be

deliberating on this again in Decenber as a board and
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then i ssuing an order, a decision and an order,
presumably in January.

M5. NOMK: Ckay. So you are really
| ooking for a comrent. Then | guess ny coment to the
Board is: W have a law. Please followit. Try and be
fair, but do not try and give the kids the sane because
don't think it's possible.

Is that a fair comment to make?

DR PIKA: Yes. Thank you.

M5. NOMK:  Ckay.

DR PIKA: Thank you

Anyone el se?

M5. CASE: Yes. W have another sign-up.
Shel ly Menzer.

MS. MENZER: Good evening. Thank you for
taki ng our comments.

DR PIKA: Can you identify yourself?

M5. MENZER: My nane is Shelly Menzer,
Me-n-z-e-r. | actually wasn't going to speak tonight.

I was going to wite sonething because | haven't had a
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chance to read the evidentiary hearings that you had with
the district, but | figured I'lIl just say sonething and
I'"lI'l read that and probably send you sonet hi ng, anyway.

I'"'ma parent in the district. | have a
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four-year-old, a three-year-old, and a one-year-old, and
one on the way next nonth, so we are going to be around
for a while, too

| guess ny concern -- | understand --
read fromthe hearings in March with the Board that you
had, and | understand the district's problens. | would
like to see nei ghborhood schools, but | can see howit's
really difficult to make it work in the district. |
actually grewup in this area and | was bussed. | went
to Downes and then Mary Scaggway for three years and then
| went to shoe in Newark

And the way | see it, everything is
different now and I'mnot sure that we need -- | think
the problemis the noncontiguous district. | think that
you do need to be concerned about if you try to inplenent
nei ghbor hood schools in our district as it is now, you
woul d definitely create sone huge -- not only space

probl ens, but you mi ght have problens getting teachers
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into some of the schools versus other schools and you may

have i nequities.

So | guess when | think about this issue,

t hi nk about the common sense thing to do when

desegregation started, they redid everything. They

redrew things. And it seens |like now that they are
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sayi ng, okay, you don't have to do this according to

racial equities, | guess,

it mght be tinme to rel ook at

the way the boundaries are done. | know the Christina

School District has grown i nmensely since when | was

growing up. | mean, the
know, there was not hing,

conpared to now.

Route 40 corridor and Bear, you

rel atively speaking, over there

So | guess what |'msaying is it seens to

make as much sense to send our kids up to the city and

the city kids down here as it would to start swapping

wi t h Appoqui ni mi nk now that there's Route 1. You know,

just don't -- there's got to be another way to do this

and to keep everything where there's equities.

And the other thing | wanted to point out

was ny husband and | were sitting down watching the news

| ast week and the world i

kids get to fifth grade,

s just -- | have to say when ny

if they have to go into the
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city, | really don't know what |I'mgoing to do because
with the Septenmber 11th, the anthrax, child abductions,
and this sniper guy, | really don't knowif | want ny
kids in a 40-minute car ride up the highway from ne.
It's kind of scary. | think the parents in WI m ngton
woul d probably say the same thing. They'd rather have

their kids close to hone.
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So there's got to be another way that we
can do this. And it nmight not be easy. | know that --
you know, | don't know how it worked back then in terns
of redrawing district lines. 1'msure schools had to be
shuffled and staff and things and that's a huge burden,
but perhaps it's tinme to kind of |ook at what happened
back then and say, okay, we don't have to do this
anynore. Maybe we need to kind of shift the lines and we
have to take parts of other districts in order to nake
oursel f contiguous and give up parts of our district. |
don't know what the right thing to do is.

But | guess | just wanted to say those
thoughts and I'Il probably send you sonmething a little
nore organi zed | ater

DR. PIKA: Thank you
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M5. MENZER  Thank you.
DR PIKA: Any other comments this evening?
Jef f?
MR, ARVMSTRONG. You have ny nane from
before; right? Jeff Arnmstrong, J-e-f-f
A-r-ms-t-r-o-n-g. Not really comments. Not too nuch.
| nmean, |'mtrying to understand sonme things. If we
wite you a letter, that's going to carry as much wei ght

as everything that you are witing down now, correct?
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DR. PIKA: Yes. |If you wish to submt
sonething in witing, that would be al so part of our
consi deration when we are going into our deliberations.

MR, ARMSTRONG  Okay. You guys have taken
quite a beating and this is a lot of work, so | don't
want to talk too rmuch | onger

|'ve often wondered, then, we have four
school districts and | had an idea awhil e back, even
wote a letter to the newspaper. Wat if we had one
school district or one plan for all the schools in this
area? Try to natch the resources, the school |ocation
agai nst where the students live, et cetera. |Is that
sonmet hing that can conme up at a later point? You talked

about meeting your statutory requirenents before turning
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over to other parts of governnent. |1Is that what this
part is really all about, that that can be considered at
a later point? O are you going to say four district
submitted plans that we accept? What happens next?

DR PIKA: W' ve been trying to figure out
alittle bit what happens next, and |I don't think that
there is a definitive interpretation, though I will turn
to Ms. Vari to give us the cautionary interpretation

M5. VARI: M. Arnmstrong, | had no idea

was going to have to work this hard tonight.
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You have a couple different questions, |
think, in there, and I'mgoing to start by tal ki ng about
t he nei ghbor hood school |aw at opposed to sone ot her
I aws.

The nei ghborhood school law said that if
one of the four upstate districts submtted a plan to the
State Board and the State Board said no, this plan
doesn't neet the requirenents of the law, the district
woul d then have 60 days to resubmt and that's where we
are right now

There is sonme question about what happens

if the State Board | ooks at those resubnitted plans and
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then still says this plan doesn't neet the requirenents
of the law. [It's pretty clear in the Nei ghborhood Schoo
Act that the attorney general feels sone role. It's not
quite clear precisely what that role is. | think that's
sort of where we are at. The statute tal ks about the
attorney general

Beyond that, | think |I al so, perhaps, heard
you aski ng questions about redistricting. That was not,
I think, what Dr. Pika was originally tal ki ng about when
he made his coment about what happens after this. |
think that's a different statutory system

MR ARMSTRONG  Ckay. Well, | nean, | know
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the whole process is slowand it's intentionally slow and
deliberate. So like the old carpenter saying: Masure
twice, cut once. W don't want to be in a big hurry. |
know we were in a big hurry back in late '70s, early
' 80s, whatever, when all the court orders were passed
down. | guess it went through a couple iterations on
that, one big school district and four -- and | don't
know t he whol e history.

But you also said that three schoo
districts submtted plans that weren't approved, and

can't renenber where they are at right now | think one
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was resubmtted and passed at Brandyw ne.

DR PIKA: W actually received seven pl ans
that were subnitted to the Board, and all but three of
those were approved. Those were the Appoqui ninmi nk, the
Red Clay, and the Christina plans. Al three of those
districts have know resubmtted plans to the State Board.
The four upstate districts were required to submt plans.

MR ARVSBTRONG But as far as this whole
process goes, is there any way that it can be forced to
reassess all the resources rather than -- it's al nost
like there are four kingdons and they want to nmaintain
their kingdom And it seens to ne, for exanple, with the

pl ans that was being subnmitted by Christina, sonme of the
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students closest to WImngton have to go to WI m ngton
even though they have to cross conpletely over Red d ay.
DR PIKA: Let ne just say that | think the

sanme t hought has occurred to nenbers of the Board as we
have worked our way through these plans. Certainly the
Board has becone a repository of a great deal of

know edge and familiarity with what is happening in the
four upstate districts. W can't forget that

Appoquinimnk is also a New Castle County district, as
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But the narrow intent, the purpose of the
nei ghbor hood school lawis what we are actually focused
on tonight in this process and this step. The kind of
guestions that you are asking are really nore
specul ative, nore thinking outside of the boundaries of
that law, | would say, and are not necessarily integral
to the decision to the deliberations the Board needs to
nake.

On the other hand, the Board may at sone
poi nt issue sone thoughts that they m ght have on that.

But it is not necessarily the heart of this process at

this tine.
MR, ARMSTRONG  Ckay. Well, 1'll send you
aletter.
32
DR PIKA: Thank you. [|'Il look forward to

receipt of it.

MR. ARMSTRONG. Thank you.

DR Pl KA: Any other coments?

| see a hand up. Wy don't you cone
forward, Mss Sawyer. Reni nd everybody who you are,
agai n, pl ease.

M5. SAWER: Dana Sawyer.
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I just wanted to reinforce comments you' ve
heard over and over again that we are so uninformed about
this. W don't have any give-and-take in our schoo
district. | feel like a bubble head in front of ny
school board. They |look at ne and acqui esce and snile
and shove ne away. W have never had the opportunity to
ask questions and elicit thoughtful responses. That's
probably why you see so many questions and frustrations,
because we want to understand this. W want to be
i nforned, but we just aren't.

M ss Vari, you've given nme nore information
in your two-sentence summations than | probably heard
I"'mnot a lawer. |'ve read over what's transpired, but
I certainly don't have that |egal expertise. But that's
why you are getting the questions.

We just don't have a board that allows us
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the opportunity to ask and answer and be part of the
deci sion-making, as frustrating as it is. That's one of
the reasons you are seeing such dissatisfied people in
this district. That's why you've seen so many changes
taking place recently, as well.

| just wanted to reinforce that with you
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that it's nothing agai nst you and your good deeds, but we
just have been behind the eightball fromday one and we
continue to be behind the eightball and I don't know what
el se to do about it.

I think many of us are to the point where
I"'mready to, you know, pick up ny ball and go hone and
|l eave ny kids in their perfect little private schools or
my perfect little Newark charter school because | don't
know what else to do. That's where we are at this point.
It is this terrible feeling as it is, it's a feeling of
hel pl essness. |'ve never experienced that before and it
is aterrible feeling.

So | appreciate your willingness to listen
to us because nobody el se does. W thank you for that.

DR Pl KA: Thank you for your additiona
comment s.

Seei ng no other hands and vol unteers or

sign-ups, | would Iike to now declare these public
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heari ngs cl osed.

I will reiterate that the Board's tineline
is that we expect to neet as a board to deliberate on the
information that we received, the evidence that has been

submitted in early Decenber, with a witten decision
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sonetinme in the beginning of the next year.

We have two ot her public hearings which
I've al ready announced, tonorrow evening at the MKean
H gh School auditorium and on Mnday, the 28th, at the
Howard Hi gh School auditorium

I f anyone here -- this has already also
been mentioned -- wishes to subnmit additional information
by way of witten comments, we would be happy to receive
those, as well.

Wth that, | wuld like to close this
evening's hearings. Thank you very nuch for com ng out

this evening and hel ping us with this very tough

deci si on.
(The hearing was then concluded at
7:50 p.m)
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