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DR PIKA: 1'd like us to get started on
sone prelimnary steps here. W're still expecting one
or two nore Board nmenbers to join us. Since this is the
first time that we've been to the school, finding the
| ocation and then wi nding our way through the hallway to
find our way was a little tricky.

We have a sign-up sheet here that Ms. Case
is overseeing. So anyone who would like to address the
Board on the issues before us this evening, if you'd Iike
to conme up and sign up -- Do you have anybody that signed
up?

Ms. CASE: W have four.

DR. PIKA: So all of you who have wished to
speak have signed up. |Is that correct?

A VO CE: Yes.

DR PIKA: |'d like, then, to call this
public hearing to order. M voice has suddenly expanded.
Thank you for coming out this evening to address this
i ssue before the Board.

The purpose of the hearing this evening is
to discuss the resubmtted plans, the Red Cay and,
potentially, the Christina School Districts. The Board
decided in March that the original Nei ghborhood School

Plans subnmitted by the Red day and the Christina School
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Districts did not neet the requirenents of the
Nei ghbor hood School s Act and directed the districts to
resubmt those plans.

Tonight's hearing, then, is intended to hear
the public's ideas, thoughts, reflections, conments, on
the revised plans that have been subnmitted to the State
Board by Christina and Red Clay, particularly the
Red Clay plan this evening. |f there are people here who
woul d also like to discuss the Christina plan, we'd ask
that you | eave your comments until the end of the
evening. W'd like to focus on the Red Cay issues
first.

| do believe that there are copies of the
resubmtted plan. |s that correct?

M5. CASE: The original and the resubnitted.
We al so have transcripts of the original evidentiary
heari ngs and the nost recent evidentiary hearings. Both
are there.

DR PIKA: So they will be here on the table
inthe front, if you d like to avail yourselves of those.
| have with me this evening the
vice president of the State Board, Jeanne Allen. |'m Joe

Pi ka, the president of the State Board. W have as well
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Ann Case, who is the assistant to the Board, and the

Board's | awyer, Ms. Louann Vari .

W will call the speakers one at a tine from
the list, the sign-up sheet. We will ask that you limt
your conments to a reasonable length of time. Since we
don't have an enornous turnout this evening -- | nust say
when | saw the cars outside this evening when | drove up
| thought, oh, this is going to be interesting, but then
| learned that there are lots of other activities going
on in the school as well this evening.

We are being joined now by Dr. Cay Smith,
anot her menber of the State Board.

I will also point out that we have a court
recorder here with us this evening. So when you do
address the Board, we ask that you would identify
yoursel f, spell your last name, in particular, and that
you speak in a slow fashion | oudly enough for the court
reporter to hear you and for the rest of the Board as
wel | .

W' ve al so been joined by M. Dennis Savage,
the fourth and final nenber of the Board that we expect

to be here this evening.
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W al so wel cone any witten comrents which
you would like to submt to the Board. Perhaps you have

not had the opportunity to read through the resubmitted

plan. So we wel cone any additional subm ssions that you
would like to send to the Board. You can do so by
sending themto the State Board of Education at the
Townsend Building in Dover. Ms. Case can give you the
full address as well as give you an e-mail address if you
prefer to send your conments by e-nmail. But we would
like to have your comments before Decenber the 4th, |
believe is a reasonable target.

kay. Wth those as the prelimnaries for
this evening's proceedings, |'ll ask Ms. Case if you
woul d call the first person to the dance, please.

MS. CASE: Kris Chal fant.

M5. CHALFANT: Good evening. M nane is
Kris Chalfant, Ch-a-l-f-a-n-t, and | have two children
attendi ng Warner El enentary School .

Last February | spoke out against Red Clay's
Al'l -Choice District, and the argunments | put forth then
still stand. In its Septenber 27th transcript, Red O ay
inmplies that since only a small nunber of people spoke

out against its choice district that it goes to reason
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that everyone el se supports its plan. That's quite a
claimand one that | would be curious to see applied to
other works of life, say, for instance, the prinmary

el ection.

Red Clay has nade no wi despread attenpt to
informits popul ation of the mechanics involved in an
all-choice district, and it's ny opinion that one cannot
make an inforned choice without all the facts. To listen
to the Red Cay School Board, one would be forgiven to
believe that they are -- forgiven to believe that they
are adamant|y agai nst nei ghbor hoods school s, but they
aren't. Wat Red Cay doesn't like is the Nei ghborhood
Schools Law. It is nmy opinion that Red C ay has put
forth its choice district in the hope of avoiding a court
date, not resegregation. Red Cay also states that by
being forced to foll ow the Nei ghborhood Schools Law t hat
many school s, namely Suburban El enentary, would becone
overcrowded while others, nostly city elenmentary, would
beconme underutilized.

| propose that Red Clay doesn't need to
i mpl enent the Nei ghborhood Schools Law for this clainmed

hardship to beconme reality. Based on the Septenber 30th
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figures for last year, the four city elementary school s,
as well as Baltz Elenentary, had 731 enpty seats. |If you
remove the 323 out-of-district students fromthese five
school s, that nunber grows to 1,054 enpty seats.

It seems to me that underutilization is

al ready occurring and that Red Clay's solution has been

to convert these underutilized classroons into office
space. This concerns nme greatly. For while suburban
children attend class in trailers, Red day has 300
trailer seats. Perfectly acceptable classroons remain
enpty of students. Overcrowding? Underutilizing? It
seens |like we're already doing that.

And what about bus transportation in an all -
choice district? This topic alone is enough to put an
end to this plan. |In order to make school choi ce,
shoul dn't a parent be provided with a map showi ng every
single bus stop for every single school? This
information could greatly influence a parent's choice.

As it stands now, it is the parents'
responsibility to get their child to and froma choice
school or the nearest bus stop, which may be miles away.
And while this may be possible for a two-parent, two-car

fl exi bl e schedul e household, it is a hardship for a
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fam |y that does not possess such flexibility.

I'n concl usion, |ower socioecononic famlies
may di scover that in the end Red day's Choice District
offers themno choice at all

Thank you.

DR PIKA: Ms. Chalfant, before you | eave,

I wonder if | could just ask you about the bus stop

8
guestion that you've.
MS. CHALFANT: Yes.
DR PIKA: In your ow case, is this a claim

that you're making that the bus stops could be mles
away, the closest bus stop for the schools that you would
potentially want to choice your children into, or do you
have a personal experience that confirns that that is the
case?

MS. CHALFANT: No. But |'ve had friends in
the district who have wanted to go to a different schoo
and then they' |l say, well, the bus stop is, you know --

I may as well just drive themto the school because the
cl osest bus stop is alnmost all the way to the school .
So they are -- They're not just spread out.

If 1'"mgoing to choose between School A and School B,
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where that bus stop is going to be located is going to
i nfl uence ny choi ce.

DR. PIKA: Then your issue about not having
full know edge about the bus stops before you nake a
choi ce: Wiat kind of information do you have about bus
transportation prior to the choice deadline?

M5. CHALFANT: None really cones honme with

the child. You basically just get the choice application

form and you can pick the school. But there really
9
isn't anything that conmes and says, well, if you live in

this area and you pick this school, this is where your
bus stop would be conpared to, if you pick B school, this
i s where your bus stop would be.

Basi cal |y, Choice has been functioning that
peopl e are pretty nmuch signing on to them By picking a
choi ce school, it is nmy responsibility to get my child to
that school, whereas an all-choice district changes that
scenario. | feel this is a topic that nust be addressed
Bus stops need to go hand in hand with rmaki ng a choi ce.

DR PIKA: Ckay. Thank you, Ms. Chalfant.
CHALFANT:  You're wel cone.

CASE: M chell e Concha.

5 o

CONCHA:  Good evening. |I'm Mchelle
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Concha

DR. PIKA: Could you spell your nane?

M5. CONCHA: C o-n-c-h-a.

My comments are not as well prepared or as
el oquent as the previous speaker, but | also believe that
there should be no reason why we cannot inplenent a
systemthat will allow our children to go to the cl osest
school s to our hones.

As the |law states clearly, it's ny

understanding, if a seat is not available in the closest

10

school to nmy home, then nmy child will then be sent to the
next closest school available. M understanding of the
choice systemis, first, it is alottery. M child may
or may not go to the school | choose. And secondly, the
alternative to that, if |, as a parent, choose not to do
the paperwork to nmake a choice, then we keep the current
feeder patterns. For me right now that woul d be that
my -- W live in this area here. M children would then
go into the city to go to school

| think everybody -- every parent wants
nei ghbor hood schools. | think there has been el aborate

di scussions and foruns on that. And we as a popul ati on,
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as parents,

really want the opportunity to send our

children closer to hone so we can becone nore involved in

school s.

We're all busier than we were years ago. |

think to lay the burden on the parents who first do the

paperwork and choice their child to some school -- W
have to research the school. W have to do the
paperwork. Then it becones a lottery. | see no reason

why every school

in our district can't be acceptable for

ny child to go to.

So i

f I live closest to Heritage, there is

no reason why that school shouldn't be acceptable for mny

child to go to.

11

To say that, you know, it's a choi ce,

then | have a |l ot of research involved that we, as
parents, have to do that. And again, there is no
guarantee that we'll get the school that we want. And

then it's back to square one, the feeder pattern, which

think no one is really that happy wth.

So |

woul d hope that the Board would

seriously consider |ooking at those nunbers. | nean, |

think if |

| ook at those nunbers, you know, yeah, there

are a |l ot of schools that are underutilized even in this

ar ea.

So,

t hen,

we need to take where the overfl ows
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are -- | think Lewis was one of those schools -- and
start sending themto the next closest school that is
underutilized. So that's what | would like to see done
in our district.

DR PIKA: Before you | eave, could you just
answer a question? \Wat has been your experience with
the choice progran? You're inplying that your effort to
choi ce your children to the school that you preferred was
unsuccessf ul

M5. CONCHA: Yes. | did have one experience
where | could not choice ny child into the school that I
wanted to, and that involved a | ot of research on ny

part, you know, going to the different schools, seeing

12

what they had avail able, and then choosing the school,
and then not getting that choice. | really didn't see
the point in it because, you know -- because it's done on
a lottery system You know, there's no preference given
to sonmebody that's living closer to school

And | al so, you know -- kind of going off in
another direction on that -- | don't think it's fair that
there are sonme schools in our district that go by

different rules. For instance, there is Brandyw ne
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Springs. Wiy is it that's an all-choice school? Wy
shouldn't we all be under the same set of rules? That
just doesn't mmke any sense to ne at all

| heard that that school is built on the
i dea of choice. Wll, to nmy know edge, that school was
built with our tax dollars. So | really think that we
need to rel ook at that and, you know, treat every schoo
equal |y where nore resources are needed because of, you
know, popul ations, etc. Then, you know, we should put
those dollars there.

DR PIKA: M understanding of the revised
plan that Red day has subnitted is that the Brandyw ne
Springs School will becone part of the overall system

Is that a fair way of describing that?

That is nmy understanding. It was an issue

13

that the State Board raised as well.

M5. CONCHA: Okay. Well, 1'm happy to hear
that. Unfortunately, | didn't have a chance to | ook at
the plan in depth before tonight.

DR PIKA: So if | could just understand,
then, the preference, your nunber one preference, was the
cl osest school, and your child was unable to attend that

because you were unsuccessful in the lottery.
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MS. CONCHA:  No, no. That's not the case.
But | think the whole idea of choice and that whole
expectation you build around and schools are presented or
present thenmselves with, you know, better resources and
stuff. | don't think it should happen in the public
school arena, because then your child ends up in another
school in the feeder pattern and you have this sense of
di sappoi nt ment .

| think that, if we're all on a fair, you
know, playing field, then, you know, there is no reason
to build one school up against the other. You know, this
is better because of this. They should all -- If this
one isn't as good because of this, this and this, let's
work on that problemthere and try and get some equity in

all the school s.

I just, you know -- |I'mnot real confortable
14
with that.
DR. PIKA: Ckay. Thank you very nuch
M5. CONCHA: Thank you
M5. CASE: WIIliam Dunn

MR DUNN. I'mWIliamH Dunn, D-u-n-n

past school board nenber in the Red day School District.
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Red Clay's contention that the
i npl ementation of a Nei ghborhood Schools Plan woul d
create -- to quote M. D Angelo -- "severe hardshi p" on
the district because of over- and underutilization of our
school s is inconsistent with howthe Red O ay Board has
chosen to inplenent the Choice law in the district.

| encourage the State Board to eval uate
Red O ay's Septenber 30th counts agai nst program capacity
at their schools over the past five years. The Red C ay
Board has consistently had little contention in over- and
underutilizing prograns to forward their inplenentation
of choice but defines the same situation as "hardship"
when it conmes to the inplementation of the Nei ghborhood
Schools Act. This is clearly a hypocritical position.
The hypocrisy, | believe, is the prinmary reason why
Red C ay has chosen not to invoke their -- chose not to
i nvoke the "hardship" provision in their original

pr oposal .

15

To substantiate this claim | ask the State
School Board to review the ninutes of the February 28th,
1998 Red d ay School Board neeting at the A.l. Hi gh
School in which Ms. Eaton and nyself, with the support

of M. Cavanaugh, presented a revised Choice Application
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Accept ance proposal that was designed to address two
primary concerns, programutilization and educationally
responsi bl e deci si on-naking. The Board's majority, who
still maintains a quorumtoday, rejected that plan

You will also find with the review of the
Sept enber 30th count that it was no "hardship" for the
district to reallocate resources to accormodate their
choi ce policy. The need for reallocation began with the
suburban flight fromLew s and Shortlidge and conti nued
at Warner. There was never any effort to control the
abrupt change in popul ation and the dramatic negative
i mpact it had on those progranms. As recently as four
years ago, Warner ranked in the top quartile in the
State's DSTP third- and fifth-grade testing and second in
the district. Today they're basically at the bottom

As Ms. Gaham-- Ms? Ms?

DR PI KA: M.

MR. DUNN: -- Graham highlighted in her

review, Red C ay has had every opportunity to develop a

16

pl an that inplenents a reasonabl e nei ghborhood preference
zone around each school canpus, sonething that has been

done time and time again for choice inplenmentation, and
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t hen, reasonably and educationally responsibly, divide
the rest of the district to address -- to rationally
address the pupil home-to-school-facility disparity.
Under this scenario, the argunment of "hardship" woul d be
reasonable and rational. After two attenpts they' ve
chosen to reject this option

For M. D Angelo to refer to any reasonabl e
person's approach to define reasonable feeder patterns as
"artificial determ nations" is absolutely |udicrous.
Al though | question the legislator's decision to pass an
Act such as the Nei ghborhood Schools, | don't question
their ability to recognize the fact that just about every
school district does -- does not have their schools
exactly where they need them

Pl ease hold the Red O ay School Board
accountabl e for not neeting the requirenents of the
Nei ghbor hood School s Act.

| al so have sonme naterial from back when |
was on the Board as | noted in ny comrents that
Ms. Easton and | had devel oped a plan to nore

responsi bly inmplement choice in Red Cay for the schoo

17

year, | believe, '98-99 -- | believe that's correct --

and which was a nodi fied versi on of what the
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adm ni stration was proposing the Board adopt. | don't
know if this is the actual version, but it's sonewhere
close to it, as to how our plan had deviated fromthe
adm nistration's plan. Also --

DR PIKA: Are you submitting this for our
consi deration?

MR DUNN.  Actually, | would prefer that the
Board review the m nutes of the neeting of Red O ay
because | don't know that that is the exact version that
was presented that evening. | was digging through e-nmail
files and all kinds of stuff trying to find the | ast
version before. But you can review that if you like.

Al so, we -- A nunber of us had real concerns
about over- and underutilization in the school prograns.
And to help to present a proposal to the Board to forma
conmttee to let themreview choice inplenentation in
over- and underutilization of school programs -- the
conmm ttee nmet a nunber of times through spring of '78
until about fall of '78 and canme forward with a
recomendati on whi ch was watered down at the table the
ni ght of the Board meeting. So for themto contend that

over- and underutilization is a critical reason to -- or

18
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critical aspect as far as hardship just really doesn't
hold water. | have a real problemw th them saying that.

That's it.

DR PIKA: Thank you, M. Dunn

Any questions at this tinme?

It's still alittle bit anbi guous exactly
what's happening here with this docunent. Are you
| eaving this with the Board?

MR. DUNN: Yes. You can have it. Actually,
| have the proposal to put together a conmittee, the
charter we gave the committee, and their fina
recommendations, if you' d like to put themin. | believe
these are the versions that were presented at the tine.

DR. PIKA: Just to sunmarize, you're
basically arguing that these materials docunent that
over- and underutilization of schools has not been
considered a hardship in the past.

MR. DUNN:  Never been considered a hardship
Not only with the nmove forward with choice plans but
after the fact recogni ze, oh, we don't have enough space
in that school. W've got to rent trailers to
accommodate all those children at half of those schools,
whi ch neans coming out 100 percent out of |ocal tax

dol | ars.

19
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DR PIKAT Ms. Vari.

M5. VARI: M. Dunn, | have to earn ny keep
tonight. I'mjust going to say, in addition to those
three sets of docunments that you identified a couple of
m nut es ago, you al so previously handed up to the Board,
that the Board will now take as part of the record, an
ei ght - page document that | ooks to be a Power Poi nt
presentation, perhaps.

MR DUNN:  Yes. Exactly.

M5. VARI: The first page of that sinply
says Choice Inplenentation '98-99 Adm nistrative
Proposal. That's just to make sure that we know for the
record what we have as docunents.

MR DUNN: Right. If you go down four or
five pages, there is what is referred to as a board
proposal and it's highlighted Dunn/Eaton afterwards.

DR PI KA. Ckay. Thank you very much.

M5. CASE: Yvonne Johnson.

M5. JOHNSON: My nane is Yvonne Johnson,

Y-v-0-n-n-e.

First, I want to comment first on what Kris
Chalfant said. | totally agree with her about the bus
stops. | have lived this. | -- my children -- | have a

17-year-old son that goes to this school, and | have an
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eight-year-old who is in third grade at Brandyw ne
Springs. M son went to five schools in six years with
the choice programto keep himclose to home. | want him
to have nei ghbor hood school s.

| had to drive himto school for five years
because the bus stop was over two mles fromny hone.
But in sixth grade -- Wen they go to school, the |ight
is out. You can't let your child walk to a bus stop
especially in today's day and age. But definitely I
wasn't able to do that. Wen you call transportation to
try to straighten this out -- this is still existing
today -- you get nowhere because they set these bus stops
the first year of Choice and they do not change them

Just this year -- I'mvery involved at
Brandywi ne Springs, and | was asked the first day of
school. Parents are coming through there. The bus stops
aren't comng to their devel opnents because there is no
bus stop in that devel opnent. They have to go three
devel opnents over to get a bus for kindergarten. |It's
ridicul ous.

So in order for Choice to work, which | ama
bi g supporter of Choice and a huge supporter of
nei ghbor hood school s, you have to do sonething about the

bus stops. | just had to comment on that because
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totally agree with Kris that you have to do that.

|'ve been involved with the Red d ay
Nei ghbor hood School Coalition since its inception, and |
strongly want the Board to recognize that the K-5
configuration is sonething that Red day residents | obby
for. W fought for this long and hard. Just |ook at the
K-5 school we have at Brandywi ne Springs. It's
conpletely full, and there is a huge waiting list.

Now, when the new school opens in Hockessin,

| believe -- and this is sonething that the Red d ay

Board has told us -- that everybody who choi ces shoul d at
| east -- at the very least -- get one of either their
first, second or third choice, because it will open up a
| ot of seats for that -- Those people in Hockessin are

choicing to Brandywi ne Springs. So then those kids will
go to the school in Hockessin which will |eave seats open
at Brandywi ne Springs. So | think when that school
opens, which, | think, is three years down the road --
three years down the road -- that will usually help the
configuration and where the kids are choicing to.

Bef ore choi ce busing existed and -- My son
was stabbed on the school bus in fourth grade with a
scissor. He was going to Palnmer Elenentary, whichis in

Christiana. | lived in Christiana at the time. And it
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was Novenber. And Choice was about to happen. | think

it was 1994 was the first year. And |

school that was right next door to ny

choiced himto a

house but wasn't in

my district. | was |lucky because | got into that school

I will never let nmy children ever go on a

bus ride like that again. It's too d

driver to control the kids on the bus.

fficult for a bus

You know, they

have to concentrate on 95. W want themto be driving.

So I'mtotally agai nst busing because

I have |ived

through pain with it. And | would send ny child to

private school if |I had to

I think that what we need to do is renenber

that we want to keep children in publ

c education. W

don't want themexiting and going to private schools or

possi bly noving to Landenberg to go to another schoo

district. W need to keep our children going to public

schools in Delaware. |f this busing continues and we

don't have nei ghborhood school s, that'

s exactly what's

happeni ng.

That's what happened when we -- suburban
children, when they were -- | guess when you first had
segregation -- deseg. | didn't live here, but a | ot of

peopl e pulled out of public schools.

That's why Del awar e
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has the highest rate of private school attendance in the
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country.

As far as the test scores go that M. Dunn
tal ked about, the suburban chil dren masked poor
perfornmances by the children in poverty at those schools.
If there were nmore highly-identified poverty schools --
W need to propose snaller classes for those kids.
Children are still scoring the sane as they scored on
DSTP. But when you take those suburban children out of
the schools to nmake that school, for exanple, like
Shortlidge or Warner or one of those schools, they
deserve to have noney and funding fromthe state to nake
t hose schools -- either to make them a nagnet school or
giving them noney to help these children identify their
probl ens and help the kids and their famlies. It's not
fair to pull everything out -- all their resources -- and
| eave themjust standing there. They definitely need
help fromthe state.

I think that was all | wanted to say.

I just want to say one nore thing about
nei ghbor hood school s. Nei ghborhood school s gi ves our

fam lies and our children the opportunity to keep
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siblings together in a school close to home. It's an

advantage to everyone -- to the children, to the parents
and to the neighborhoods. 1t's nice when you're wal ki ng
24

down the street and every child is going to the sane
school. "Hi. You're in third grade at nmy school. On,
you're in fifth grade at ny school. Ch, he's in
ki ndergarten just starting." |It's areally nice thing to
see. W are finally starting to see that in Del aware.
W need to stay there.

DR. Pl KA: Any questions?

Thank you, Ms. Johnson

Anyone el se here this evening who would |ike
to address the Board on this matter or respond to any of
the things that have been sai d?

Last call.

M. Dunn

MR. DUNN: There was some reference to the
choi ce bus stops. And while | was on the board, there
was sone consideration over the issue. Wen Choice first
cane into Red day, which was right around the tine the
| aw was changed, they had decided at that time that they
woul d provide bus stops for any child from any

nei ghborhood to go to any school that they choose to go
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to.
By the tine | canme on the board, the
district was spending -- | believe the figure was about

650, 000 | ocal dollars for additional bus routes to
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accompdate all these kids going all the places that they
wanted to go to. So while | was on the board, it was
deci ded that what we would do is, whatever bus stops
existed at that tinme, we would freeze those bus stops,
and as they becane vacated, they would be elim nated.

Well, in retrospect, after thinking about
that, what | believe it created was that the people that
were nost interested out in the greater suburban areas to
get into suburban schools -- A neighborhood would tend to
mgrate or conmit to one suburban school. North Star
conmtted nost or -- nost of the kids were trying to get
into Forest Gak or sonething like that. So that what
ended up happeni ng was that those bus stops never ended
up becom ng vacat ed.

But the occasional child, say, in Stanton
that wanted to go up to H B. duPont, he might be the only
kid standing there. But himand his parents believed

that that was the best school for himto go to. Wen he
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left that bus stop, that bus stop went away. So there
was no nore -- no further accommodation for that child to
get to that school unless that parent got in a car and
drove himup to the nearest bus stop which nmight be four
or five nmles away.

So that continues to be an issue with some
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fam lies where they live in one area of the district and
they want to choice to another because of educationa
prograns or their perception of their feeder schools.
They can't get there outside of driving the kids across
the district.

That's it.

DR Pl KA: Thanks very much, M. Dunn.

MR, DUNN:  You're wel cone.

M5. CONCHA: | just wanted to say | think
this is sonething the Board needs to hear. Sonmeone here
in the audi ence needs to say it. You may be thinking,
well, we don't have many people here so people really
don't care about this issue or what you decide. | think
we need to interpret the tiny cromd that we have here as
that maybe people feel like, if they're not being heard,
why bot her going. So please |look at it that way as

opposed to, you know, people don't care, because people
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The other thing -- Ceez, | forgot what | was
going to say. Onh, in terns of Choice -- just one |ast
conment on that -- | would support Choice for the high
school s because | think each high school can offer, you
know, specialties. Maybe one is strong in math, one is

strong in the | anguages, and one is strong in the arts.

27

But in terns of choice for K through eighth
grade, | think that we should have strong curriculumin
every school, and they really shouldn't be different or
much different. Maybe different styles of teaching. But
our children should be | earning the sane basics and have
t he sanme foundati on whether they go to Heritage, whether
they go to Warner or whether they go to Brandyw ne
Springs. So if that is a stronghold for the Board or
sonet hing that you really want to keep -- You m ght gear
it more towards where it really mght be useful, and that
is in the high schools.

Thank you.

DR. PIKA: Thank you

We have a new speaker. Wuld you m nd

si gni ng your name?
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M. WAGNER:  |'m Leslie Wagner

DR PIKA: Wuld you mind spelling your | ast
nanme?

M5. WAGNER Wa-g-n-e-r.

I"mreally speaking on behalf of Red O ay
and Choice and how it has benefitted ne and ny famly
For me Choi ce has been the best option for Red Cay. |
l[ive in an area where, if we institute nei ghborhood

schools, | don't have a nei ghborhood school. And | know
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that that's true for a lot of people in the northern
quadrant of Red Cay. For right now, until we can
realign our schools and get the buildings there, | don't

feel that nei ghborhood schools can best facilitate

Red d ay.

My ki ds have been to Heritage, Hi ghlands,
Mar br ook, Shortlidge, H B. 1've always used Choice, and
it has been a real benefit for ne. | get on Brandyw ne
Springs. So | just -- My kids have been around a |ot,

and | just feel that Choice has been a real asset to nme
and ny famly

Thanks.

DR. Pl KA: Thank you.

Question.
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DR SMTH: In all of the instances in which
you chose to use Choice, were you fortunate enough to get
your first choice in each instance?

M5. WAGNER:  Actually, | was.

DR SMTH If you didn't get your first
choi ce, were you satisfied with what woul d have been your
second?

M5. WAGNER:  Trut hfully, 1 have had great
experiences across the board from Shortlidge to Marbrook

H ghl ands, Heritage. 1It's ny ol dest daughter who is now
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in eighth grade. She has transitioned very well. She
has had excell ent teachers at every school. It has been
a very positive experience. So | -- Choice has been
great for ne, and 1'd hate to see that whol e system go
away until we can actual ly acconmodat e nei ghbor hood
schools in Red C ay.

DR SM TH. Thanks.

DR. PI KA: Thank you

Anyone el se?

| don't see a rush to the mcrophone. Well,
in that case, | would |like to express the appreciation of

the Board for those of you who have cone out this evening
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to our hearing.

This is the second of three hearings that
the Board is holding as you may have gathered fromthe
article in the newspaper this norning. The final hearing
of the series of three will be next Mnday on
Cctober 28th in the Gty of Wlnngton at the Howard Hi gh
School Auditorium at which tine we will be review ng
both the Red Clay and the Christina District plans. The
Board's time line on this matter is that we are planning
to deliberate as a group in the begi nning of Decenber and
hope to have a decision and a final order issued at the

begi nni ng of the new year.

30

You are wel cone to submit any additional
witten materials that you like that you wish to do so
for the Board's consideration during those deliberations.
And as | nmentioned earlier, if you're interested in doing
so, please contact Ms. Case, and she'll be able to give
you the address and an e-mmil address as well that would
be able to get your submi ssions to the Board.

Wth that | would like to close this
hearing. Thank you very nuch for comng this evening.

(The hearing closed at 7:45 p.m)
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State of Del awnare )

County of New Castle )

CERTI FI CATE

I, Robert Wayne W/l cox, Jr., Registered
Pr of essi onal Reporter and Notary Public, do hereby
certify that the foregoing record, pages 2 to 30
inclusive, is a true and accurate transcript of ny
st enographi ¢ notes taken on Cctober 22, 2002, in the
above-captioned matter.



IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand
and seal this 24th day of COctober, 2002, at WI m ngton.

Robert Wayne W/ cox, Jr.
Certification No. 101- RPR
(Expires January 31, 2005)

DATED. Cctober 24, 2002



