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THE PRESIDENT: | would like to call this
evening's public hearing to order, please.

I would like to wel cone those of you who
managed to get here this evening and explain that the
purpose of this evening's hearing is to reviewthe
nei ghbor hood school s resubnitted plans of the Christina
School District and the Red Clay School District.

In March of this year the State Board of
Education found that the original plan subnmitted by Red
Clay and Christina districts did not neet the
requi rements of the Nei ghborhood Schools Act and directed
the districts to resubnmit plans.

Toni ght then we are here to hear your
t houghts and any coments you nay have on the revised
pl ans subnmitted to the State Board for Christina and Red
Clay districts.

We have here this evening a board that is
al nost equi val ent to our audi ence. W have, working from
my right, Ms. Mary Graham Dr. Clay Snmith, Ms. Jean
Allen, M. Dennis Savage, all menbers of the State Board.
| am Joe Pika, president of the State Board. And on ny
far left is Ms. Louann Vari, the Assistant Attorney
General and who serves as the |awer to the State Board

We have a sign-up sheet here and we wel cone
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anyone who wi shes to make a statenent to the Board this
evening to please wite your name on the sign-up sheet.

There are sonme copies of the plans in back
of the roomfor those interested in obtaining those.

Because of the |arge nunber of people here
this evening we will inpose a tine limt on coments --
am kidding. W will be obviously flexible in terns of
the opportunity to receive your comments.

Pl ease remenber that there is a court
reporter here this evening, so when you speak please
identify yourself and don't speak too quickly so that she
can keep up with you

And finally, the Board will be happy to
receive witten coments, either this evening or between
now and Decenber the 4th, which is the deadline that we
are operating under, prior to the Board's deliberations
and deci sions. Ckay.

Any other prelimnaries?

Qur first speaker, M ss Case?

MS. CASE: Norman diver

MR. OLIVER  Thank you. Does anyone el se
want to speak?

First of all, | was given an opportunity --
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ny name is Norman Aiver. | amCty Councilnman for 4th

City Council District inthe Gty of Wlmngton. | was
given the distinct opportunity to serve on the
Nei ghbor hood School Conmittee, | think State
Representative Terry Spence appointed nme to that
conmittee, so | amdeeply aware of sonme of the concerns.

| got an opportunity to talk to Dr. Smith
about sone of the concerns a week ago, and | invited sone
of my friends who have been given the opportunity to work
with Red day and sone of the students in that district,
so | amquite aware of some of the process.

| appreciate the opportunity to speak to
the Board about the educational nmatters that concern ne
and ny constituents. |In particular, | want to share ny
t hought s about the Nei ghborhood School Act and the
conpl i ance plan proposed by the various school districts,
particularly Red d ay.

Let me be frank --

THE PRESIDENT: M. Qdiver, | think we
m ght actually hear you better wi thout the m crophone.

M5. GRAHAM It has got kind of an echo to
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MR OLIVER | amso used to talking in the
m ke at Gty Council Like this.

THE PRESI DENT: That's it. Stand back

MR CLIVER | nean, | can even sit down
and talk. Mke it confortable. And also |I brought
copi es, you know, for you guys.

Let ne be frank - | don't like the
Nei ghbor hood Schools Act. | don't believe that it is in
the interest of the city kids, that they were really
consi dered when the General Assenbly passed the act, and
I think a nunber of you probably feel the sane way.
hope that no district really conplies with it. | just
hope it goes away.

If the four affected school districts
reassign children to their closest school, there is no
question but that we will have a rebuilt segregated
school systemand | don't agree with that. Wile the
sponsors of the Nei ghborhood Schools Act seem confident
that the Act will survive legal challenges, | have been
told by | egal scholars that another destructive |awsuit,
ending in further judicial supervision of our schools, is
entirely likely.

What a waste this would be. But the
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proponents of the Act need to understand, if any district
is forced to assign any and every child to their nearest
school, litigation will soon follow.

So far you have agreed that Brandyw ne

District has denonstrated sufficient hardship so that it
need not assign to nei ghborhood schools. You are
considering simlar applications by Christina and Red

Cay, but, in case of Red day, your coments thus far

guestions Red d ay choice admi ssions -- your coments
thus far question -- okay. Indeed, sone of your conments
question whether the mnority famlies would do well in

such a choice environment and the State Board needs to
| ook out for those famlies, and | certainly agree with
t hat .

Whil e your hearts may be in the right place
and | appreciate your support for those who are currently
chal | enged educationally, but | think your thoughts are
msdirected. In fact, | have to tell you, with all due
respect and admiration, that your thoughts about the
mnorities and choice are sinply wong.

First, | believe that, regardl ess of

whether a district conplies with the Nei ghborhood School s
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Act or not, those districts that continue to assign
children to schools rather than asking the famlies to
choose a school are not listening to their constituents,
which | try to do.

What if | don't like nmy child' s assignnent?

How do seven or just | guess the state individuals know

nore about ny child than me? |, for one, like to be
gi ven a choi ce.

Next, anyone who asserts that the mnority
conmunity is disadvantaged by the districts that ask
famlies to choose is wong.

I think that you guys would agree with that
al so.

Long before there was school choice, either
statewide or in Red Clay, mnority famlies were choosing
out of regular school systens. Do you think that it is a
coi nci dence that nearly all or some of the city parochi al
school s are African-Anerican, such as -- what is the
school up by your way, Bob?

A VOCE Christ Qur King and the one --

A VOCE St. Paul.

MR, OLIVER  St. Paul, schools of that

nature. Do you think all these children are Catholic?
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How el se did those children get to those schools unless
their parents or soneone acting in their interest chose
t hose school s?

That is just one exanple of the ability of
mnority famlies to find ways out of bad schools. Wile
parochi al school s cost noney, and many minority famlies

don't have that, so | am suggesting that you shoul d

support a district that was the first to ask us where we
wanted to send our children and stretch its
transportation systemto acconmopdate those children

t hose choi ces.

Do city schools, including Red day, need
i mproverment? Yes, absolutely, and | amcertainly not
here to say that everything is fine. But at |east Red
Clay doesn't try to trap children in schools that they
m ght not Iike.

Next, you need to understand that there are
sone mnority famlies who want nei ghborhood schools, and
that's obvious. | believe, for exanple, that the
experiences that the H spanic comunity has had with
Lewi s El enentary School has been a positive, and | have

been i nvol ved over there nyself doing sone work at Lew s,
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with Lewis El ementary School

When a parent who chooses Lewis wal ks in
and says, This is my school, | chose it, so did all these
other people, | like that.

The fact that sone minority famlies want
to send their children to nei ghborhood schools, while
others want to know that they can go to other schools
farther away, is hardly surprising. But this Board --

this is nmy opinion -- often seens to think that the

district that accomodates those different preferences
shoul d be criticized. You need to reconsider the
attitude because it is not right.

Finally, | understand that some of you are
concerned about the child who gets |eft behind because
there is no parent support for the child.

And | think we have had this conversation
Dr. Smth.

Believe me, no one worries about them nore
than | do and other community | eaders. Some of us run
prograns for these children. They are our
responsibility. And | agree with Red Cay, Red day
shoul d be urged to run an extensive outreach program so

that the city famlies understand the choice system and
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| amtold it intends to do that. That's what | amtold
by a nunber of administrators of Red Clay and I will hold
their feet to the fire.

If it doesn't, believe me, Red Clay wll
hear fromme. And | have talked to people |ike Jea
Street. He and | had a long conversation. | was telling
hi m about the speech that | was going to nmake tonight. |
said, you know, Jea, we will have to hold these kind of
fol ks accountabl e, and he agreed with ne.

And people like Maria Matos, Mayor Baker,

10

menbers of City Council who serve with me, and ot hers who
care about inproving the education for city children.

But that's our jobs. W should not turn down Red Cay's
pl an because you are concerned Red Clay won't do its job

and | won't do mine.

And one nore thing. | ama parent that
chose a Red Cay school. M daughter, in particular, is
at Cab Calloway this year. | chose to send her there for

nmy child, and | amvery pleased with the choice, and |
guess that's the gist of my conversation.
And | feel real strongly about that, and |

do understand sonme of the concerns about the Nei ghborhood
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School s Act, and | probably understand a nunber of
concerns that you guys have, but | think that it is
necessary that we nove forward in giving parents |ike
nysel f, and fol ks |i ke some of these guys, | know Joe has
a child who is at Red Cay -- three kids, Joe?

A VO CE: Three.

MR QOLIVER -- in Red Clay, and, not only
that, a nunber of us work with these kids day in and day
out through our Youth, Inc., through Nor Enterprises and
some of our nmentoring and outreach prograns. W are very
famliar with sone of the problens in the schools.

| guess you guys can have ny sheet with ny

11

speech.

And | don't know what Freeman's role here
is, but I think guys like Freeman Wl lians and the work
they are doing even at Christina School District, and
sonetimes a nunmber of us have to be advocates and sone of
us are going to be out there. W don't have the Hicks
Ander sons, who was an advocate for mnority kids in our
nei ghborhoods, so it is incunbent that fol ks |ike nyself
begin to start speaking out what we think is right or
wr ong.

And | do appreciate you giving ne a little
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bit nore than three minutes, Dr. Pika, you know, since it
i s such a sold-out event here.

THE PRESI DENT: Overwhel nmi ng.

MR, QLI VER  Thank you, guys. And they
have copi es of ny speech.

THE PRESI DENT: Any questions, menbers of
the Board? Would you mind answering a coupl e of
questions?

MR CLIVER  Sure.

DR SMTH: D d you gather fromthe records
that the Board had presented at the | ast hearing with Red
Clay that we were agai nst choice as a phil osophy? Your

comrents ki nd of indicated that somehow you felt Iike we

12
wer e agai nst Red Clay's choice program
MR QLIVER No. | don't think that | was
necessarily trying to say that. As a matter of fact, |
think that | said quite the contrary.
I think that some of your problenms -- you
can correct ne if I'mwong -- was |ike transportation.

I think that you had a problemw th sone of the
transportati on needs, especially the inner city kids, the

mnority kids, and | commrend you on that.
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But | think that one of your other problens
is that, and this is one of nmy problens too, Dr. Smth,
and we had this conversation, that one of the problens is
expressly parents in mnority comunity may not have the
resources or know edge to choice their kids in certain
schools. | think that that is probably the big issue.

And trust ne, as a community |eader in
mnority comunity, that's one of ny concerns. But,
again, that's why | said that it would be inportant for
us to hold their feet to the fire and for themto do nore
outreach prograns, in Hlltop community, in communities
where we have a high level of mnority students.

Do | want a resegregated systen? No. |
think I was one of those students in 1980 who got busted

fromWI mngton High up to Newark Hi gh, and that was a

13

devastating experience. Now, it is tinme that we continue
to nmove forward, and | think right now for me, a guy who
is in the trenches, you know, seeing how the system
wor ks, choice right now, | think that giving ny child a
choice is the nost inportant thing.

And | did not read into it that you totally
felt that way.

DR. SM TH. Because ny comment woul d have
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been that under the current state | aw parents do have a
choice or are given a chance to choice their kids, and in
Red Clay | think the systemis little different than the
exi sting choice programin that it is expected that a
hundred percent of the parents would have to proactively
make a choice. And that's the only difference. But
parents today do have the chance to choice either into
Red Clay or into another district, for that nmatter.

MR OLIVER And that's my situation and |
think that that is the right thing to do.

THE PRESI DENT:  Yes.

M. GRAHAM If you don't mind sone

further--
MR OLIVER  Yes, | do.
M5. GRAHAM  -- discussion? You do nind
it?
14
MR QOLIVER | amjoking with you.

M5. GRAHAM | will throw out some
guestions, and you don't have to answer since you didn't
sign up to answer questions, you signed up to talk. But
we appreciate your being here.

On the choice program follow ng up on what



7

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Dr. Smith said, | want to nake sure that it is clear
because the plan is somewhat confusing, that what you

tal ked about is whether a district or we should be
mandat ed where peopl e go versus their choice, and the

i mportant thing to understand about the Red O ay plan
that they offered up, which, as Dr. Snmith said, was a
hundred percent choice, was that there was a | ack of a
guarantee for students who didn't choice for a clear
school that they would be going to. So that is one issue
that we are facing.

And | think we all appreciate that it is
going to be very difficult to get a hundred percent of
parents choicing. And, as you said, information for them
to do that is sonething that's very difficult to cone by.

So one of our concerns, a big concern of
ours has been, it is fine to have choice --

MR OLIVER Right.

M5. GRAHAM -- but for those parents who

15

don't choose, can't choose because they are trenchant, or
what ever - -

MR OLIVER Right

M5. GRAHAM -- that there is a clear --

and al so because this would enter into their know edge
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base for when they are choosing, where are they going to
go, where is their default school, and under the current
Red Clay plan, as offered up, you don't know that. You
don't know.

THE PRESIDENT: |Is there a question?

M5. GRAHAM | just wanted to make sure
that that was sonething that was clear to you as a city
counci | nenber.

MR QLIVER It is. You know, | actually,
| have been receiving phone calls in reference to Red
Clay about the choice, you know, fromthe parents sendi ng
their kids to a certain school

I think that | have a bigger problem ne
personally, and this is ny personal, for soneone
assigning ny child to a school, to nme choicing nmy child.

Do you understand ny point? | nean, | know
that you guys really are in an awkward situation because
really you are nmandated by the state law. | don't want

to make it seemlike | am attacking you guys personally.

16

But me personally, | have nore of a probl em
wi th soneone saying, Norman, your son or daughter is

assigned to this school. | think that that is nore
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resegregating the school systemthan choicing. And
that's just my personal opinion. Because that is what it
is.

M5. GRAHAM And that was going to be ny
next question for you, | guess, is: How do you fee
about the choice process when, if conpletely open, itself
causes changes to occur? So, in other words, when
everyone i s choosing, you don't know what is going to
happen to a school in the follow ng years, right?
mean, it is one thing if you know you are choosing in
schools that are stable --

MR OLIVER Right.

M5. GRAHAM -- and you can have a good
guess as to what they are going to look |ike, what they
are going to be like, what their teaching is going to be
like.

But when you suddenly open up the system
and | think that happened in Christina, when they started
down t he process of nei ghborhood schools and said, W are
goi ng to have these nmagnet schools, you had peopl e naki ng

a lot of individual decisions, but they really couldn't

17

know what they were going to be choosing into. And

think a fear factor nust have entered in and you ended up
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with segregated schools because clearly there are
hi gh- poverty segregated schools, and | wonder how t hat
enters into your advice to us on this issue.

MR OLIVER | guess, Mss G aham the
important thing is every child really should be given the
opportunity for very equal education. It doesn't matter
what school they go to. Every school really should --
mean, if ny child or daughter is going to elenmentary
school in the city or the suburbs, they should be given
that full opportunity to learn |like any other child.

So | think that when we start tal ki ng about
choosing a school, and | think that this goes back to
what | was speaking about initially, the inportance for
us as admnistrators and educators and conmunity
activists to be watchdogs for the school system and for
the districts and for the schools, because a |lot of tines
you are going to have the haves and have-nots, and that's
what is sad about it. And | think | said that earlier
That's why it is inportant that Red Clay and all the
districts, we hold their feet to the fire when they
educat e our conmunities and have outreach prograns, to

tell the folks and parents.
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| mean, because even this right here is a
sad comentary in my mnd, to have sonething this
i mportant, you know, in this nmeeting and for nme to have a
neeting with nmy staff and say, | want two of you guys to
cone to a nmeeting, and we are the guys who are here.

So | nean there is a problem a breakdown
in this whole scenario.

MB. GRAHAM Ri ght.

MR QOLIVER  Again, | nean, we are having a
di al ogue so that's just one person's opinion

M5. GRAHAM  Well, | wish the turnout were
greater.

MR CQLIVER | hope | answered your
questi on.

M5. GRAHAM Wl l, following I think your
notion that every child shoul d have a great education
regardl ess of which school they choose, one of the issues
that has come before the Board, as you know from readi ng
the earlier opinion, is this notion of high-poverty
school s.

MR OLIVER Right.

M5. GRAHAM  And currently what we have are
a nunber of high-poverty schools in the city, | forget

the exact nunber in Red Clay and there are sone in

19
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Christina. And, again, following up with your notion of
choi ce and bei ng a wat chdog, one of the questions that we
asked Red day at the hearing was whether or not in their
choice programthey were telling parents about the

di sadvant ages of hi gh-poverty school s when they were
nmaki ng their choices, and they said they weren't.

| wonder whether that's something that you
think is inportant to be tal king about in this, in the
education of parents in their choosing schools.

MR QLIVER Again, | think that -- | wll
try to be as clear as possible -- | think that the
district needs to do a better job, and |I say all
districts, doing nore outreach and letting fol ks know,
rat her than choice, assignments, charter schools, nagnet
schools, letting them know.

We were having this conversation. Again, |
don't want to keep harping back to Dr. Snmith. He was
pointing to ne some alarm ng statistics about the kids
who are failing back, especially in our communities, nmath
and sci ence.

This is just one issue for nme. | have a
nunber of concerns. So | think that we have to do a
better job in after-school prograns. | think we got to

do a better job with before-school prograns.
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I mean, | can go off on a whol e anot her
tangent, M ss Gaham but | don't know if this is the
time or place. But | do appreciate you giving ne the
opportunity to present ny case.

M5. GRAHAM  Thank you.

MR. OLIVER. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: We did receive copies of
the WI m ngton Nei ghborhood School Plan, and which seens
like a very long tine ago.

MR OLIVER Yes, it was.

THE PRESIDENT: | am actually curious
whet her there has been any further discussion, any
followup within WI m ngton about what might be desirable
in terns of the school devel opnents.

MR OLIVER  You know, it is funny you ask
that, Dr. Pika. W had several neetings, you know, when
they formed the conmittee, and after it dissolved, Avery
Jones, after it dissolved, she was the chairperson of the
conmttee, and she subnmitted a report and then they broke
down into snmaller groups of folks and they were handling
that, so | kind of got out of it.

But | think that there certainly needs to
be nore dial ogue and foll ow up, especially as we are

nmovi ng forward with what you guys are doing.
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you very nuch.

MR OLIVER | won't come and be the only
speaker again, | tell you that.

THE PRESI DENT: W are happy to wel come any
further comments, any additional comments anyone m ght
have. Anyone who would like to speak to the Board this
evening? And if your staff wants to contradi ct anything
you sai d?

MR OLIVER No. They won't get paid.
see you guys.

THE PRESI DENT: Well, seeing no additiona
coments for this evening, | would like to then close
this public hearing and announce that the Board's tinme
line on this matter is that we will be deliberating in
t he begi nni ng of Decenber, and any additional materials
whi ch you would like to submit will be received up until
that tine. Thank you very much.

(Proceedi ngs conclude at 7:40 p.m)
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