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Utilizing a model for continuous improvement, the Department of Education (DOE) has developed the Delaware Education Support System (DESS) that provides a framework for building district capacity to address leadership, teaching and learning, and connections to learning. Student success has always been the central goal of education; however, programming related to the holistic health of the student has historically been fragmented, in silos and not based on the all the needs of the student. The vision of Connections is to “connect” disciplines at DOE and in districts. 
The Department of Education has developed a coordinated, holistic approach to address barriers to learning and promote health and social well-being through a process called “Connections to Learning”.  http://www.doe.k12.de.us/dess/ctl/default.shtml .This comprehensive collaboration and integrative approach to improve student health and academic outcomes are based in part on the CDC coordinated school health model, Positive Behavior Support, and best practice in early childhood education. To be prepared for the 21st Century, the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) has proposed that we ensure that each child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported and challenged. In order to make the greatest impact, the social, emotional environmental, behavioral and physical needs of the whole child should be addressed in a collaborative and coordinated way. 
The Department of Education’s interdepartmental workgroup of Connections to Learning is focused on providing support to improve the effectiveness of school practices, strategies and interventions based on research, using data-driven decisions. The framework is designed to promote working at an optimal level through coordination and collaboration and reducing duplication of efforts. 
The concepts of diversity, character development and family and community collaboration are embedded in the three domains of Connections to Learning include: 1) School Climate, 2) Health, Nutrition & Physical Activity and 3) Social & Emotional Health.
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An essential component to the Connections process is the collection and analysis of data that identifies student needs regarding school climate, health risk behavior, school connectedness, and family involvement among other factors, so schools and districts can accurately identify and prioritize needs and strategically plan to improve student outcomes.

The process will involve the development of meaningful partnerships among school staff, families and communities to maximize student health and well-being and will give youth the knowledge, skills and services to be healthy and productive. Linkages should be made between support services and curriculum and instruction, specifically in the area of health education and physical education. Skill-based classroom instruction should follow state standards and promote health literacy and physical fitness for life. 

Collaboration between areas will allow for better technical assistance to schools, less duplication of services, financial leverage, and coordination between services.  DOE team members based Connections to Learning on the principles of a coordinated school health approach and Positive Behavior Support. By increasing communication, and focusing on connecting areas that support student learning, educators will work more efficiently to improve student success.
Ideally, schools should ultimately integrate their Connections to Learning data, strategies and resources into their school improvement process and the school success plans. This systematic approach will enhance student success by increasing communication and access to services and by helping students learn in a positive school environment.  

ASCD Summary Research Documents on the Whole Child 
http://www.wholechildeducation.org/what-works/
http://video.ascd.org/services/player/bcpid11490813001?bctid=14104194001 
CDC Healthy Youth, Student Health and Academic Achievement http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/health_and_academics/index.htm 

Strategies for Increasing Protective Factors Among Youth 
School Connectedness

http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/adolescenthealth/connectedness.htm 
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