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Delaware Department of Education

Measuring Student Growth

Summary Notes for Dr. Don Beers’ Presentation

Annual Evaluation of DPAS II

Presented June 16 and July 14 2010
How is the current DPASII Working?

Don Beers, Chief Investigator, Progress Education Corporation. Among other things, Dr. Beers was a 7th grade life science teacher, a representative for the union, an elementary school principal, the deputy superintendent of Cobb County Public School in Georgia, the headmaster of private school, a university instructor, and served in the U.S. Air Force.
Dr. Beers explained the external evaluation process for the DPASII.  A complete PDF of his PowerPoint presentation can be found at:

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/csa/dpasii/files/DEpresentation16june.pdf 
Highlights from the Evaluation Process and the Report:

The evaluation has been conducted for each school year since 2006. For the evaluation, data are collected from teachers, administrators and specialists via:

1. An online survey

2. Interviews

3. Focus groups 

Ultimately, the discussions during the focus groups lead to the final report. Each year the evaluation has led to improvements in the process. 

For 2010, the key findings are:

· Best statewide response to surveys yet – 60%!

· Most participants are still positive about DPAS II

· Conversations about instruction getting better

· Writing and clarifying goals is still a problem

· Data availability to measure growth is still a concern

· Some are concerned about the process becoming routine, and becoming less meaningful

· Some worry about support and training for new teachers

· There is confusion about “growth models”

· Specialists still need more support

For 2010, the key recommendations are:

· Clarify the term “growth model”

· Build a common language around student achievement and growth

· Refine goal setting

· Improve training protocols for teachers new to Delaware

· Provide a way to refresh staff on DPAS II

· Broaden the data available to measure growth

One significant result of DPASII identified through the annual external evaluation is that the conversations among educators and administrators about instruction are increasing and becoming richer each year. 

The complete evaluation report can be found at: http://www.doe.k12.de.us/csa/dpasii/files/DPAS%20II%20Year%2020092010.pdf
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