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Delaware Model Unit 
 

This unit has been created as an exemplary model for teachers in (re)design of course 
curricula.  An exemplary model unit has undergone a rigorous peer review and jurying 
process to ensure alignment to selected Delaware Content Standards. 

Unit Title:  The National Anthem – Music as Cultural Identity 

Designed by:  Kristin Last and Ruthann Pyle 
District:  Appoquinimink School District 

Content Area:  Instrumental and Vocal Music 
Grade Level:  Grade 7 
 ________________________________________________________________________  

Summary of Unit 

 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
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Stage 1 – Desired Results 

(What students will know, do, and understand) 
 ________________________________________________________________________  

Delaware Content Standards  
 Include those addressed in Stage 3 and assessed in Stage 2. 

Primary Standard:  
 Standard 6 – Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

 6.6.  Express through verbal and non-verbal means various styles/genres of music. 
 6.7.  Identify the elements of music within a musical composition. 

 Standard 9 – Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 
 9.1.  Identify and describe the roles of musicians in various historical periods, 

cultures, genre, and styles. 
 9.2.  Listen to music from various periods and diverse cultures by genre or style. 
 9.3.  Describe how elements of music are used in various historical periods, cultures, 

genres, and styles. 
 9.6.  Identify and explain the characteristics that cause a musical work to be 

considered culturally, historically, and/or geographically significant. 

Secondary Standard: 
 Standard 1 – Students will sing, alone or with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

 1.6  Sing expressively, utilizing dynamics and phrasing. 
 1.14  Sing a repertoire of songs representing different genres, styles, and languages. 

 Standard 2 – Performing on instruments, alone or with others, a varied repertoire of 
music.  Perform music representing diverse genres and styles. 
 2.12  Perform expressively with phrasing, dynamics, and stylistic interpretation. 

 Standard 5 – Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 
 5.2  Read rhythmic notation. 
 5.3  Read melodic notation. 
 5.9  Read unfamiliar music with tonal and rhythmic accuracy. 

Big Idea(s) 
 Transferable core concepts, principles, theories, and processes from the Content Standards. 

 

Unit Enduring Understanding(s) 
 Full-sentence, important statements or generalizations that specify what students should understand from 

the Big Ideas (s) and/or Content Standards and that are transferable to new situations. 

Students will understand that … 
 A National Anthem identifies the citizens of its country. 
 There are reasons that the National Anthem is performed at the start of every 

performance and sporting event. 
 Music plays an essential role in events such as wedding, graduations, etc. 
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Unit Essential Questions(s) 
 Open-ended questions designed to guide student inquiry and learning. 

 How does music contribute to a ritual? 
 Why is music an important part of a ritual? 
 How can music identify a nation, a state, a school? 
 What constitutes an anthem? 

Knowledge and Skills 
 Needed to meet Content Standards addressed in Stage 3 and assessed in Stage 2. 

 Students will know… 
 There are different types of cultural rituals. 
 Types of music associated with cultural rituals. 

 Students will be able to… 
 Perform songs associated with rituals. 
 Compare and contrast the music associated with the cultural rituals of other countries. 
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Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

(Evidence that will be collected to determine whether or not Desired Results are 
achieved) 

 ________________________________________________________________________  

Suggested Performance/Transfer Task(s) 
 Performance/transfer tasks as evidence of student proficiency 

 
An effective assessment for ALL students should be designed to include: 

 Complex, real-world, authentic applications. 
 Assessment(s) for student understanding of the Stage 1 elements (Enduring Understandings, Essential 

Questions, Big Ideas) found in the Content Standards. 
 Demonstration of high-level thinking with one or more facets of understanding (e.g., explain, interpret, 

apply, empathize, have perspective, self-knowledge). 

Performance Task 

Final Assessment 

After Lesson 4, the students will be given the opportunity to choose a national piece of 
music from a country of their choice.  Students will be given the choice between the 
following assessments: 

1. The student will be asked to sight-read the piece and also complete a Quad Diagram 
based on that piece. 

2. The student will provide a verbal history of the piece and provide information 
regarding performance practice. 

3. The student will draw a depiction of a scene where that song might be performed as 
a part of that country’s cultural heritage. 

4. The student will use their compositional knowledge to compose their own “School 
Anthem.” 
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Rubric(s) 
 Scoring guide to evaluate performance/transfer tasks used as evidence of student proficiency. 

 
An effective scoring guide should: 

 Measure what is appropriate for the Content Standard that is assessed. 
 Provide opportunities for differentiation of the performance/transfer tasks used as evidence of student 

proficiency. 
 

CATEGORY 

4 
Above 

Standard 

3 
Meets 

Standard 

2 
Approaching 

Standard 

1 
Below 

Standard 
Participates Student listens to 

instructions and 
participates willingly 
and successfully in 
musical games and 
dances from another 
time/culture. 

Student listens to 
instructions and 
participates willingly in 
musical games and 
dances from another 
time/culture. 

Student listens to 
instructions and 
participates in musical 
games and dances 
from another time/ 
culture. 

Does not listen to 
instructions and/or 
does not participate. 

Listens to different 
types of music 
respectfully 

Student always listens 
attentively and 
respectfully to music 
from another time or 
culture. 

Student usually listens 
attentively and 
respectfully to music 
from another time or 
culture.  Never 
distracts others from 
listening. 

Student usually listens 
respectfully to music 
from another time or 
culture, but 
movements or talking 
distracts others. 

Student does not listen 
respectfully. 

Identifies music as 
being associated with 
a time or culture 

After instruction, 
student can identify 
the time/culture 
associated with 5 or 
more pieces of music 
without assistance. 

After instruction, 
student can identify 
the time/culture 
associated with 3-4 
pieces of music with 
little or no assistance. 

After instruction, 
student can identify 
the time/culture 
associated with 1-2 
pieces of music with 
little or no assistance. 

Student cannot identify 
music by time/culture 
without significant 
assistance. 

Recognizes different 
musical styles 

When asked for an 
example of a piece in 
the style of a time or 
culture, the student 
chooses accurately on 
at least 4 of 5 
attempts. 

When asked for an 
example of a piece in 
the style of a time or 
culture, the student 
chooses accurately on 
3 of 5 attempts. 

When asked for an 
example of a piece in 
the style of a time or 
culture, the student 
chooses accurately on 
2 of 5 attempts. 

The student chooses 
accurately 1 time or 
less out of 5 attempts.

Analyzes how music 
fits time/culture 

Accurately describes 
several dominant 
elements of music 
associated with a 
particular time period 
or culture and can 
relate them to other 
elements in that time 
or culture. 

Accurately describes a 
couple of dominant 
elements of music 
associated with a 
particular time period 
or culture and can 
relate them to other 
elements in that time 
or culture. 

Accurately describes 
1-2 dominant elements 
of music associated 
with a particular time 
period or culture. 

Has difficulty 
describing any 
dominant elements of 
music associated with 
a particular time period 
or culture. 

Applies different 
musical styles 

When asked to play a 
song in the style of a 
time or culture, the 
student's performance 
and explanation shows 
a clear understanding 
of that style. 

When asked to play a 
song in the style of a 
time or culture, the 
student's performance 
and explanation shows 
understanding of 
several elements of 
that style. 

When asked to play a 
song in the style of a 
time or culture, the 
student's performance 
and explanation shows 
understanding of at 
least one element of 
that style. 

The student’s 
performance and 
explanation shows no 
understanding of the 
style. 
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Other Evidence 
 Varied evidence that checks for understanding (e.g., tests, quizzes, prompts, student work samples, 

observations and supplements the evidence provided by the task). 
 
 Definition of anthem 
 Through discussion, students will understand the importance of cultural rituals 
 Venn diagram – comparing and contrasting anthems of different countries 
 Quad diagram – suggested categories include characteristics, history, lyrics, and melody 
 Performance of different anthems 

Student Self-Assessment and Reflection 
 Opportunities for self-monitoring learning (e.g., reflection journals, learning logs, pre- and post-tests, self-

editing—based on ongoing formative assessments). 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

(Design learning activities to align with Stage 1 and Stage 2 expectations) 
 ________________________________________________________________________  

Key Learning Events Needed to Achieve Unit Goals 
 Instructional activities and learning experiences needed to align with Stage 1 and Stage 2 expectations. 

 
Include these instructional elements when designing an effective and engaging learning plan for ALL students: 

 Align with expectations of Stage 1 and Stage 2. 
 Scaffold in order to acquire information, construct meaning, and practice transfer of understanding. 
 Include a wide range of research-based, effective, and engaging strategies. 
 Differentiate and personalize content, process, and product for diverse learners. 
 Provide ongoing opportunities for self-monitoring and self-evaluation. 

Learning Activities:  all lessons should be active and engaging.  There should be a before, 
during and after for each day planned. 

Lesson 1 

Takes place in the library where students have access to the internet and research 
materials. 
 National Anthem Word Game – students are divided into pairs/groups.  Each group is 

given the works to the National Anthem on slips of paper and told to put the words in 
order.  The first group done wins. 

 Play a recording of our National Anthem.  Suggested links/recordings: 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=i426pbQJZ_g 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=OR0tyxB09o8&feature=related 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PLlbkHIh18 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzkINTeCeUw 

 Discussion—allow students time to use research materials to answer these questions: 
 What is an anthem? 
 When do you hear the National Anthem? 
 Where do you hear the National Anthem?  In what context? 
 What other kinds of rituals do we have in America (graduations, funerals, weddings, 

inaugurations, etc.)?  Is there music at those rituals? 
 Do other countries have rituals like ours?  If so, is there music? 

 Quad diagram activity—The Star-Spangled Banner 
 At the end of class, the students are given five minutes to write down the definition of 

the word “anthem” to be turned in as they leave the room. 

Lesson 2 

Before teaching this lesson, the students should be familiar with the musical concepts of 
tempo, meter, key (major versus minor), and dynamics. 
 Handout – National Anthems from different countries (lyrics, music, background 

information, etc.).  Resource:  http://david.national-anthems.net/index.html (not a good 
web site!) 

 Listen to some recordings of other national anthems.  Suggested links/recordings: 
 Canadian National Anthem - www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4Jn2FAbcFo 
 UK National Anthem - www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPrwZorBZU8 
 Spanish National Anthem - www.youtube.com/watch?v=7pUNLcqED2g 
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 French National Anthem – www.youtube.com/watch?v=4K1q9Ntcr5g 
 German National Anthem – 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeBYqL8nuSw&feature=related 
 Chinese National Anthem - www.youtube.com/watch?v=_f2-

omH9_Hg&feature=related 
 Australian National Anthem – 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=stL6EBxeJGM&feature=related 
 Japanese National Anthem - www.youtube.com/watch?v=-L4C4b0RitY 
 Mexican National Anthem – 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2jvLvIFIGc&feature=related 
 Russian National Anthem - www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fRU_k4tjoU 
 Listen to the performance of Jimi Hendrix’s version of the Star Spangled Banner 

(Woodstock 8/17/69) – www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLKKGHrGMxQ 
 Venn diagram – compare and contrast two different National Anthems. 
 Discussion: 

 What did you think of the national anthems?  How were they different from ours?  
How were they similar? 

 Discuss style of music in regards to musical concepts (tempo, meter, key, and 
dynamics) and discuss how the style emotionally affects the anthem (hymn-like 
versus march-like). 

Lesson 3 
 As students enter the classroom give them a sheet of paper with the following 

questions: 
1. What are your family traditions and/or celebrations? 
2. Why do you celebrate? 
3. Do your grandparents and other relatives celebrate the same occasions? 

 After about 5 minutes, start discussing student answers noting similarities and/or 
differences. 

 Ask students what attributes are common to many rituals.  You will want to make sure 
that your discussion includes themes, participants, clothing, music, food, locale, 
decoration, folk tale, and anything else you feel should be included. 

 At the end of class, the students are given about 5 minutes to write a definition of the 
word “ritual” to be turned in as they leave the room. 

Lesson 4 
 Hand out sheet music for various National Anthems—resource:  http://david.national-

anthems.net/index.html 
 Have students sight-read through each of the songs.  Instrumental educators:  You can 

either have different sections perform the anthems individually or, if you have access to 
music software such as Sibelius or Finale, you/they (the students) can transpose the 
pieces ahead of time. 

 Discussion: 
 Now that you have played some of the other national anthems, how do you feel 

about them? 
 What do you like or dislike about the music?  About the lyrics? 
 How are the pieces similar and/or different? 
 Does the music evoke any emotion? 
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Resources and Teaching Tips 

 A variety of resources are included (texts, print, media, web links). 
 Help in identifying and correcting student misunderstandings and weaknesses. 

 

Differentiation 
 Stage 2 and 3 allow students to demonstrate understanding with choices, options, and/or variety in the 

products and performances without compromising the expectations of the Content Standards. 
 Instruction is varied to address differences in readiness, interest, and/or learning profiles. 
 Accommodations and differentiation strategies are incorporated in the design of Stage 2 and 3. 

 
Design Principles for Unit Development 

At least one of the design principles below is embedded within unit design 
 

 International Education - the ability to appreciate the richness of our own cultural 
heritage and that of other cultures in order to provide cross-cultural communicative 
competence. 

 Universal Design for Learning - the ability to provide multiple means of 
representation, expression, and engagement to give learners various ways to acquire 
and demonstrate knowledge. 

 21st Century Learning – the ability to use skills, resources, and tools to meet the 
demands of the global community and tomorrow’s workplace.  (1) Inquire, think 
critically, and gain knowledge, (2) Draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply 
knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge, (3) Share knowledge and 
participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society, (4) Pursue 
personal and aesthetic growth.  (AASL, 2007) 

(Briefly explain how design principle(s) are embedded within the unit design.) 

 
 

Technology Integration 
The ability to responsibly use appropriate technology to communicate, solve problems, and 

access, manage, integrate, evaluate, and create information 
 

 8th Grade Technology Literacy – the ability to responsibly use appropriate technology 
to communicate, solve problems, and access, manage, integrate, evaluate, and create 
information to improve learning in all subject areas and to acquire lifelong knowledge 
and skills in the 21st Century.  (SETDA, 2003) 

 
 

Content Connections 
Content Standards integrated within instructional strategies 
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Comparing National Anthems 
 

Name: _____________________________  

Date: ______________________________  

 
 

The Star-Spangled Banner

God Save the Queen
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Characteristics

Melody Lyrics

History

The Star-Spangled Banner


