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Introduction

Along with the administration of the 2005 Delaware Student Testing Program (DSTP), a
survey questionnaire was given to students in grades 3, 5, 8, and 10 about Opportunity to
Learn, Reading, Writing, and Mathematics; and to students in grades 4, 6, 8, and 11 about
Opportunity to Learn, Science, and Social Studies. Students’ responses to the survey
questions were analyzed by grade, gender, race, and performance level of a given test.
For grade 8, the results are presented together for reading, writing, and mathematics,
science, and social studies. Due to the small sample, the results of analysis for Native
American are not reported.

The survey results indicated that family support; student motivation and efforts; and
curriculum content and instructional strategies are indeed important aspects in preparing
students for success on standards. Evidence provided from the 2005 survey support the
relationship between these factors and subsequent performance on the statewide
assessment.

Student beliefs about and attitude toward learning and school as well as their efforts and
motivation to do the best on the statewide assessment were positively related to their
performance. In many cases, more high-achieving students than low-achieving students
reported spending more time on their homework, reading more frequently at home,
always using prewriting strategies to improve writing skills, and trying very hard on the
assessment. The results of the survey also provide additional validity evidence to the
connections between teaching and learning with student performance on the DSTP.

Results of the Student Survey Questionnaire

Survey Results for Grade 3

Opportunity to Learn

e Sixty-six percent of the students in grade 3 talked about what they had learned in
school at home every day, 15% did once a week, and 4% did once or twice a month
(Table 1). However, 13% of the students reported that they never discussed their
studies at home. The survey results also show that more girls (71%) than boys (61%)
talked about their studies at home every day.

e Ninety-four percent of the students in grade 3 reported that their parents or guardian
encouraged them to do their best in school, 4% sometimes, and 1% reported that they
did not get encouragement from their families.

e Over two-thirds of the students (69%) spent a half hour on their homework each day,
28% one hour or more, 3% of the students reported that they did not receive
homework or they did not do their homework.



Fifty percent of the students in grade 3 spent two hours or more watching television
each weekday, 23% spent about one hour, and 19% spent a half hour watching
television. The data show that more boys (55%) than girls (46%) spent two hours or
more watching television each school day. Variations were observed among
racial/ethnic groups (57% for African American, 46% for Hispanic, 48% for
Caucasian, and 34% for Asian students).

Eighty percent of the students had access to a computer at home, including 91% of
Asian, 87% of Caucasian, 73% of African American, and 61% of Hispanic students.

Twenty-one percent of the students who had access to a computer at home used the
computer for learning almost every day, among them more girls (24%) than boys
(17%); 24% once or twice a week; 15% once or twice a month; but 23% of them
reported that they never used the computer for learning.

Ninety-six percent of the students in grade 3 reported that they had access to a
computer in school. Among them, 26% used the computer every day for learning,
45% once or twice a week, 14% once or twice a month, and 12% of them never used
school computers for learning. Variations are observed among racial/ethnic groups
using school computers for learning every day (31% for African American, 33% for
Hispanic, 22% for Caucasian, and 18% for Asian students).

Ninety-one percent of the students reported that to do well in school is very
important, 4% somewhat important, and about 5% of the students thought doing well
in school is not important or not sure if it is important. More girls (94%) than boys
(89%) in grade 3 reported that it is very important to do well in school.

Reading

Seventy-three percent of the third graders reported that they read to themselves in
school every day, 15% every other day, 10% once or twice a week, and 2% never
read to themselves in school. The data show that more high-achieving than low-
achieving students read more frequently in school (81%, 78%, 73%, 65%, and 54%
from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard in reading). Sixty-one percent of the
students reported that their teachers read a chapter or a picture book at least every
other day, 30% once or twice a week.

Forty-five percent of the students read at home every day. Among them, 11% more
girls (51%) than boys (40%) and more high-achieving students (59% Distinguished,
50% Exceeds, and 43% Meets the Standard) than low-achieving students (35% for
both Below and Well Below the Standard) read every day at home. More boys (15%)
than girls (7%) and more low-achieving students (20% and 17% for Well Below and
Below the Standard, respectively) than high-achieving students (12% Meets the
Standard, 6% Exceeds the Standard, 3% Distinguished) never read at home.



Sixty-two percent of students reported that they talked with other students about what
they had read at least once or twice a week; fifty-eight percent of the students said
that they wrote about they had read at least once or twice a week.

The majority of the students (84%) felt well-prepared for the DSTP reading test, 5%
somewhat prepared, and 2% not prepared. The other 10% were not sure or didn’t
answer.

Most of the students (90%) tried very hard to do well on the DSTP reading test, 5%
somewhat hard, and 3% not hard.

Writing

Almost 62% of the students had writing lessons every day, but 5% reported never
having such lessons. Over 54% of the students always planned, drafted, and revised
their writing, 29% sometimes, and 14% only if their teachers asked them to do it.

The majority of the students (85%) felt well-prepared for the DSTP writing test, 5%
somewhat prepared, and 2% not prepared. The other 8% were not sure or didn’t
answer.

Ninety-one percent of the students tried very hard to do well on the DSTP writing
test, 5% somewhat hard, only 3% not hard.

Mathematics

Fifty-eight percent of the students had math homework every day, 31% once or twice
a week, 6% once or twice a month, and 3% reported never having math homework.
More low-achieving than high-achieving students reported never having math
homework (10%, 6%, 3%, 1%, and 0% from Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished in math, respectively).

Thirty-three percent of the students in grade 3 used a calculator in their math class at
least once or twice a week, 34% once or twice a month, but 31% never used
calculators in math class. More low-achieving than high-achieving students used a
calculator every day (25%, 20%, 10%, 4%, and 1% from Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished in math, respectively); while more high-achieving than low-achieving
students used a calculator in class at the once or twice a month level (54%, 46%,
33%, 20%, and 16% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively).
Sixty-nine percent of the students said they used a calculator only if their teachers
allowed them to use it and 13% said they only used it to check their answers.

More low-achieving than high-achieving students reported that their teachers usually
showed them how to solve the problem when they received a math assignment (40%,
39%, 31%, 23%, and 22% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished,
respectively). More high-achieving than low-achieving students reported that their



teachers usually asked them to work by themselves to solve the problems (40%, 37%,
31%, 28%, and 24% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively).
There were only slight differences in the percentages of students across performance
levels for students reporting that their teachers ask them to work problems by
themselves and then discuss solutions with the class (36%, 37%, 35%, 29%, and 31%
from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively). Each of the three
approaches was reported by students to be used about equally (31% to 34%).

Over 73% of the students reported that their teachers ask them almost every day to
explain their answers when solving mathematics problems. Only 3% said their
teachers never ask them to explain their answers.

The majority of the students (89%) felt that their math class had prepared them to do
well on the DSTP math test. Boys and girls were equal on this feeling. There were
slight differences across the performance levels: 92% at Distinguished Level, 93%
Exceeds, 88% Meets the Standard, 85% Below the Standard, and 83% Well Below
the Standard.

Ninety-one percent of the students reported that they tried very hard on the DSTP
math test, 4% somewhat hard, and 3% not hard.

Survey Results for Grade 5

Opportunity to Learn

The survey results show that 59% of the students in grade 5 talked about what they
had learned in school at home every day, 22% once a week, 6% once a month, but
11% of the students never discussed school with their families (Table 2). More girls
(64%) than boys (54%) talked about their studies with their families every day.

Over 93% of the students reported that their parents or guardian encouraged them to
do their best in school. Less than 1% said their parents or guardian didn’t encourage
them.

According to the survey, 38% of the fifth graders spent one hour or more on their
homework, 58% about a half hour, only 3% reported that they did not do their
homework or they usually did not have homework. Only 1% more girls (39%) than
boys (38%) reported spending an hour or more on homework.

Over one-half of the students (55%) watched television two hours or more each
weekday, 27% about one hour, and 12% about a half hour. More boys (59%) than
girls (52%) reported watching two hours or more of television each weekday.
Variations were observed among racial/ethnic groups: 66% for African American,
55% for Hispanic, 49% for Caucasian, and 44% for Asian students.



Eight-three percent of the students in grade 5 had access to a computer at home.
Caucasian (90%) and Asian students (93%) had a higher percentage than African
American (75%) and Hispanic students (63%).

The data show that 16% of the students who had access to a computer at home used
the computer for learning almost every day, 29% once or twice a week, 23% once or
twice a month, while 20% reported never using the home computer for learning.

Ninety-seven percent of the students had access to computers in school. Among
them, 62% of them used school computers for learning at least once or twice a week,
25% once or twice a month, but 10% of them never used school computers for
learning.

Eighty-nine percent of the students in grade 5 reported that it is very important to do
well in school, 7% somewhat important, 3% not sure, and less than 1% of the students
thought that doing well in school is not important.

Reading

Sixty-two percent of the students read to themselves in school every day, 22% every
other day, 11% once or twice a week, but 3% never read to themselves in school.
More high-achieving students than low-achieving students read in school every day
(77%, 72%, 61%, 48%, and 51% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard in
reading, respectively); whereas more low-achieving students than high-achieving
students never read in school (8%, 6%, 3%, 1%, and 1% from Well Below the
Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Based on students’ responses, 22% of the teachers read a chapter or a picture book to
their students in school every day, 22% every other day, 34% once or twice a week,
while 21% of the students reported that their teachers never read to them.

Thirty-five percent of the fifth graders read at home every day, 25% every other day,
25% once or twice a week, and 13% never read at home. More high-achieving than
low-achieving students reported reading at home every day (54%, 43%, 34%, 26%,
and 27% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard); whereas more low-
achieving than high-achieving students never read at home (23%, 20%, 13%, 6%, and
4% for Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively). More female (40%)
than male students (31%) read at home every day and variations among ethnic groups
observed as well, going from a high of 54% for Asians to a low of 29% for African
American.

Nine percent of the students reported that their teachers asked them to talk with other
students about what they had read every day, 18% every other day, and 34% once or
twice a week, while 36% of the students reported that their teachers never asked them
to do so.



Twenty-four percent of the students reported that their teachers asked them to write
about what they have read in English class every day, 31% once or twice a week,
22% once or twice a month, while 21% reported that they are never asked to write
about what they have read in their English class.

Seventy-six percent of the students reported they felt well-prepared for the DSTP
reading test. Sixteen percent felt somewhat prepared and only 2% felt they were not
prepared. Five percent were not sure.

Eighty-nine percent of the students in grade 5 tried very hard to do well on the DSTP
reading test, 8% somewhat hard, and 1% not hard. The data show that more low-
achieving than high-achieving students reported that they had not tried hard (4%, 2%,
1%, 1% and 1% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Writing

Over 56% of the students had lessons about how to be a good writer every day, 30%
once or twice a week, 9% once or twice a month, and 3% reported never having such
lessons. More low-achieving than high-achieving students reported never having
these lessons from 7%, 5%, 2%, 0%, to 0% (Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished, respectively).

According to the survey, 60% of the students in grade 5 always plan, draft, and revise
their writing, 28% sometimes; while 9% did it only if they were asked. More high-
achieving than low-achieving students always plan their writing (91%, 74%, 68%,
51%, and 38% for Distinguished level to Well Below the Standard in writing,
respectively); whereas more low-achieving than high-achieving students never plan
their writing (4%, 1%, 0%, 0%, and 0% from Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished, respectively).

Eighty percent of the students reported they felt prepared to do well on the DSTP
writing test. Thirteen percent felt somewhat prepared and only 1 percent felt they
were not prepared. Five percent were not sure.

Ninety percent of the students tried very hard on the DSTP writing test, among them
more high-achieving students (100%, 95%, 92%, 88%, 74% from Distinguished to
Well Below the Standard, respectively), 7% somewhat hard, and 1% not hard.

Mathematics

Sixty-seven percent of the students in grade 5 had math homework every day, 26%
once or twice a week, 4% once or twice a month, and 2% reported never having math
homework. Only the lowest achieving group had a lower percentage of students
reporting doing math homework every day (68%, 69%, 67%, 66%, and 56% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard on the DSTP math test, respectively).



Thirty-eight percent of the students used a calculator once or twice a month in their
math class, 28% once or twice a week, 9% every day. Twenty-three percent reported
that they never used a calculator in their math class. More low-achieving than high-
achieving students in grade 5 used a calculator in class every day (21%,13%, 8%, 5%
and 5% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively) while more
high-achieving students reported that they use a calculator once or twice a month
(47%, 46%, 40%, 30%, and 19% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively). Based on students’ responses to the survey, 75% of the students used a
calculator only when their teachers allowed, 11% used it only to check their answers,
and 3% used it any time they wanted.

Thirty-one percent of the students reported that their teachers usually showed them
how to solve the problem when they received a math assignment, among them, more
low-achieving than high-achieving students (41%, 40%, 32%, 21%, and 15% from
Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively). Twenty-eight percent of the
students reported that their teachers usually asked them to solve the problem (among
them, more high-achieving than low-achieving students on the DSTP math test from
35%, 31%, 28%, 24% to 23% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively). Forty percent of the students reported that their teachers usually asked
them to solve the problem and then discuss the solution with the whole class (among
them, more high-achieving than low-achieving students from 51%, 47%, 39%, 35%,
and 31% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively).

In grade 5, 81% of the students felt that their math class had prepared them to do their
best on the DSTP math test with more high-achieving than low-achieving students
(90%, 85%, 81%, 74%, to 73% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively); 13% somewhat prepared, 4% not sure, and 2% did not feel prepared, in
which more low-achieving than high-achieving students (5%, 3%, 2%, 1%, and 0%
from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Seventy-five percent of the students reported that their teachers ask them almost
every day to explain their answers when solving mathematics problems. Only 2%
said their teachers never ask them to explain their answers.

Ninety-two percent of the students reported that they tried very hard on the DSTP
math test, 6% somewhat hard, and 1% not hard.



Survey Results for Grade 8

Opportunity to Learn

The data show that 39% of the students in grade 8 talked about what they have
learned in school with someone at home every day, 31% once a week, 12% once a
month, and 12% of the students never talked about their studies with someone at
home (Table 3). More girls (43%) than boys (36%) talked about their studies at home
every day.

Eighty-six percent of the students reported that their parents or guardian had
encouraged them to do their best in school, 7% somewhat, and 1% reported never.

Over 36% of the students spent one hour or more on their homework (with
differences among racial/ethnic groups: 58% for Asian, 37% for Caucasian, 38% for
Hispanic, and 34% for African American students). Forty-eight percent spent a half
hour on their homework each day, while 9% of the students either did not do their
homework or reported having no homework. More girls (41%) than boys (31%)
worked on their homework for one hour or more each day.

Over 54% of the students spent two hours or more watching television each weekday,
26% about one hour, and 9% about a half hour. Data show that more African
American students (65%) and Hispanic (53%) than Caucasian (48%) and Asian
students (45%) spent two hours or more watching television each weekday.

Eighty percent of the students in grade 8 said that they had a computer at home they
could use (88% for Caucasian, 94% for Asian, 72% for African American, and 62%
for Hispanic students). Among them, 19% used the computer at home for learning
almost every day, 27% once or twice a week, 24% once or twice a month, and 16%
reported never using the computer at home for learning.

Ninety-two percent of the students have access to computer in school. Seventeen
percent of them used the computer for learning almost every day, 21% once or twice
a week, 41% once or twice a month, and 14% reported never using the computer in
school for learning. Slightly more boys (18%) than girls (16%) used school
computers almost every day for learning.

Seventy-seven percent of the eighth graders believe that to do well in school is very
important, among them more girls (80%) than boys (73%) (among racial/ethnic
groups: 82% for Asian, 78% for African American, 77% for Hispanic, and 75% for
Caucasian students), 14% somewhat important, 3% not sure, and 1% not important.

Reading

Thirty-one percent of the students usually spent a half hour while 29% spent 15
minutes reading in preparation for their English class each day. Eleven percent said



they spent one hour or more, while 24% reported they never read to prepare for the
English classes.

Twenty-nine percent of the students in grade 8 said they read at home almost every
day, 28% once or twice a week, 15% once or twice a month, while 22% said they
never or hardly ever read at home. More girls (35%) than boys (24%) and more high-
achieving than low-achieving students read frequently at home (58%, 45%, 31%,
20%, and 16% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively);
whereas more low-achieving than high-achieving students reported that they never or
hardly ever read at home (27%, 29%, 22%, 15%, and 7% from Well Below the
Standard to Distinguished, respectively). Variations of reading at home almost every
day are observed among racial/ethnic groups (43% for Asian, 31% for Caucasian,
26% for African American, and 24% for Hispanic students).

Sixteen percent of the students reported that their teachers had asked them to discuss
with other students about what they had read in their English class almost every day,
30% once or twice a week, 20% once or twice a month, and 28% reported that their
teachers never or hardly ever ask them to do so.

Twenty-two percent of the students reported that their teachers asked them almost
every day to write about what they had read in their English class, 32% once or twice
a week, 22% once or twice a month, and 18% reported that their teachers never or
hardly ever asked them to do so.

Fifty-two percent of the grade 8 students felt they were prepared to do well on the
DSTP reading test and 31% somewhat prepared, while 5% felt they were not
prepared. Five percent were unsure.

Over 78% of the students in grade 8 tried very hard on the DSTP reading test (among
them, 82% for girls and 75% for boys), 14% somewhat hard, while 2% of the students
did not try hard on the test.

Writing

Based on students’ responses, 44% of them had lessons from their English teachers
almost every day about how to be a good writer, 32% once or twice a week, 13%
once or twice a month, and 5% reported that they never or hardly ever had such
lessons. The data show that more high-achieving than low-achieving students had
lessons about being a good writer almost every day (57%, 53%, 44%, 43%, and 29%
for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); whereas more low-
achieving than high-achieving students reported never having such lessons (13%, 8%,
4%, 2%, and 1% for Well below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Twenty-two percent of the students in grade 8 reported that they had writing
homework almost every day, 41% once or twice a week, 20% once or twice a month,
but 11% never or hardly ever had writing homework.



Over one half of the students (51%) almost always plan, draft, and revise their
writing, 26% sometimes, 14% only if it is requested, and 3% of the students never or
hardly ever plan their writing. The data indicate that more girls (56%) than boys
(46%) and more high-achieving students in writing almost always plan their writing
(79%, 73%, 55%, 38%, and 17% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively); whereas more low-achieving students reported that they never planned
their writing (11%, 4%, 2%, 1%, and 1% for Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished, respectively).

Two-thirds of the eighth grade students felt prepared to do well on the DSTP writing
test and 21% felt somewhat prepared. Only 3% felt they were not prepared, but 4%
were not sure.

Eighty percent of the students tried very hard to do well on the DSTP writing test
(84% for girls and 77% for boys), 11% somewhat hard, and only 2% of the students
reported they did not try hard.

Mathematics

Sixty-one percent of the students reported that they had math homework almost every
day, among them more high-achieving than low-achieving students (76%, 71%, 66%,
59%, and 48% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); 25%
once or twice a week; 4% once or twice a month; and 4% never or hardly ever had
math homework, among them more low-achieving than high-achieving students (8%,
4%, 2%, 1%, and 1% for Well below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Students in grade 8 reported that they had used a calculator in their math class almost
every day (36%), once or twice a week (31%), or once or twice a month (12%), but
14% reported never or hardly ever using a calculator in class. The data indicate that
more high-achieving than low-achieving students used a calculator almost every day
in their math class (45%, 38%, 37%, 35%, and 33% for Distinguished to Well Below
the Standard, respectively).

Sixty-one percent of the students used a calculator in their math class when teachers
allowed them to use it, 9% usually used it only to check the answers, and 17% used it
anytime they wanted.

When students received a math assignment, 30% of the students reported that their
teachers usually showed them how to solve the problem (among them more low-
achieving than high-achieving students from 40%, 33%, 26%, 21%, 19% for Well
Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively), 19% reported that their teachers
asked them to solve the problem on their own (among them more high-achieving than
low-achieving students from 24%, 21%, 19%, 17%, 18% for Distinguished to Well
Below the Standard, respectively) and 45% reported that their teachers asked them to
solve the problem and then discuss the solution with the whole class (among them
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more high-achieving than low-achieving students from 55%, 55%, 51%, 45%, 32%
for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively).

Over one half of the students (54%) reported that their teachers usually encouraged
them to try different approaches to solve the problem, 33% reported sometimes, and
7% never or hardly ever.

Sixty-nine percent of the students in grade 8 said their teachers ask them to explain
their answers when solving mathematics problems almost every day. Only 3% said
their teachers never asked them to explain their answers.

Over half (53%) of the eighth graders felt that their math class had prepared them to
do well on the DSTP math test, among them more boys (56%) than girls (49%) and
more high-achieving than low-achieving students (77%, 67%, 55%, 47%, and 40%
for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively). Twenty-seven percent
of the students felt that their math class had somewhat prepared them to do well on
the DSTP math test, 6% not sure, and 8% felt they were not prepared.

Eighty percent of the students tried very hard to do their best on the DSTP math test,
11% somewhat hard, and 2% not hard.

Science

Nineteen percent of the students had science homework almost every day, 40% once
or twice a week, 17% once or twice a month, but 19% reported never having science
homework. Slightly more low-achieving than high-achieving students reported never
having science homework (22%, 20%, 18%, 17%, and 13% for Well Below the
Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Only 8% of the students reported that they actually used scientific equipment in their
science class almost every day, 25% once or twice a week, 38% once or twice a
month, while 22% reported never or hardly ever using such equipment. More high-
achieving than low-achieving students usually used science equipment once a week
or more (38%, 38%, 34%, 33%, and 32% from Distinguished to Well Below the
Standard, respectively); whereas more low-achieving than high-achieving students
reported rarely using such equipment in their science class (25%, 23%, 23%, 20%,
and 18% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Fourteen percent of the students reported that their science teachers usually did the
experiment/lab and then asked them questions, among them more low-achieving than
high-achieving students (20%, 15%, 12%, 12% and 11% from Well Below the
Standard to Distinguished, respectively). Twenty-nine percent of the students
reported that their teachers usually prepared and demonstrated the experiment/lab and
then asked students to complete the experiment/lab. Thirty-five percent of the
students reported that their teachers prepared the experiment/lab and asked students to
do it, among them more high-achieving than low-achieving students (40%, 37%,
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39%, 34%, and 26% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively).
Sixteen percent of the students reported that their teachers usually worked with
students to decide what scientific question to investigate and how to investigate it and
then asked the students to do the experiment/lab.

Based on students’ responses, 22% of them discussed possible solutions, evidence or
data in small groups almost every day, 36% once or twice a week, 23% once or twice
a month, and 14% never or hardly ever did this in their science class.

Over one-third (35%) of the eighth graders wrote explanations in their journals, lab
reports, or on tests all the time, 25% most the time, 18% sometimes, and 17% never
or hardly ever. The data show that more high-achieving than low-achieving students
wrote explanations all the time (39%, 38%, 37%, 35%, and 31% from Distinguished
to Well Below the Standard, respectively); whereas more low-achieving than high-
achieving students reported never writing explanations (19%, 18%, 17%, 14%, and
11% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Over one-third of the students (36%) believed that the knowledge they had learned in
science class helps them understand the world better (among them more high-
achieving than low-achieving students on the DSTP science test, 55%, 44%, 37%,
31%, and 30% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively), 38%
somewhat, 10% not sure, and 11% did not feel that science class helped them
understand the world better (among them more low-achieving than high-achieving
students, 13%, 12%, 10%, 7%, and 7% for Well Below the Standard to Distinguished,
respectively).

Thirty-seven percent of the students felt being prepared by their science class to do
well on the DSTP science test, 33% somewhat prepared, 10% not sure, and 15% felt
not being prepared. Slightly more boys (39%) than girls (35%) felt being prepared.
More high-achieving than low-achieving students felt being prepared to do well on
the science test (55%, 46%, 41%, 32%, and 26% from Distinguished to Well Below
the Standard, respectively); whereas more low-achieving than high-achieving
students were felt not being prepared by their science class (20%, 17%, 13%, 11%,
8% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Sixty-three percent of the students tried very hard to do well on the DSTP science
test, 25% somewhat hard, and 6% not hard. The data also show that more girls (68%)
than boys (58%) reported trying very hard and more low-achieving than high-
achieving students did not try hard on the science test (10%, 6%, 5%, 5%, and 6%
from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Social Studies

Over one-third of the students (35%) in grade 8 reported that their social studies
teacher asked them for most or every class to use maps for more than just locating
places, such as collect information from maps to support their answers in social
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studies class, 40% some classes, while 20% reported that their teacher never or hardly
ever asked them to do these activities.

Over 33% of the students reported that their social studies teacher asked them for
every class or most classes to collect information from graphs or charts to explain or
justify their answers, 39% some classes and 22% reported that their teachers never or
hardly ever asked them to do this.

Forty-six percent of the students reported that their social studies teachers asked them
to apply the concepts and knowledge they had learned to solve real life problems
every or most classes, 30% some classes, and 18% reported they never or hardly ever
did this.

Thirty-seven percent of the students reported that their social studies teacher asked
them every or most classes to use primary sources, such as documents, diaries, and
artifacts, 36% some classes, and 22% reported they never or hardly ever did this.

Forty-seven percent of the students reported that their social studies teacher for every
or most classes asked them to explain why there are often different interpretations of
the same event (among them more high-achieving than low-achieving students from
59%, 51%, 49%, 47%, to 42% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively), 32% some classes, and 15% reported they never or hardly ever did this
(among them more low-achieving than high-achieving students from 18%, 17%,
14%, 12%, and 8% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Based on students’ responses, there are great variations for social studies teachers in
teaching the four sub-content areas every class or most of the classes: 36% for
geography, 58% for civics and government, 45% for economics, and 79% for history.
The data also show that some social studies teachers rarely or hardly ever taught these
content areas, varying from sub-content to sub-content, 19% for geography, 8% for
civics and government, 14% for economics, and 4% for history.

One-third of the students in grade 8 felt their social studies class had prepared them to
do well on the DSTP social studies test, among them, more boys (36%) than girls
(31%) and more high-achieving than low-achieving students (from 40%, 39%, 34%,
33%, and 30% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); 35%
somewhat, 12% not sure, and 14% reported not being prepared for the test (among
them more low-achieving than high-achieving students from 16%, 15%, 14%, 12%,
to 10% for Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Sixty-three percent tried very hard to do well on the DSTP social studies test, among
them more girls (69%) than boys (58%) and more high-achieving than low-achieving
students (from 74%, 67%, 68%, 62%, and 56% from Distinguished to Well Below the
Standard). Twenty-five percent tried somewhat hard and 6% reported that they did
not try hard on the test (among them, more low-achieving than high-achieving
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students from 11%, 7%, 5%, 5%, and 3% for Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished, respectively).

Survey Results for Grade 10

Opportunity to Learn

According to the survey results, 34% of the students in grade 10 talked about what
they had learned in school with someone at home almost every day, 31% once a
week, 13% once a month, while 14% reported that they never talked about their
studies at home (Table 4). More girls (38%) than boys (30%) talked about their
studies at home almost every day. Variations among racial/ethnic groups were
observed: 36% for Caucasian, 32% for Asian, 32% for African American, and 25%
for Hispanic students.

Eighty-one percent of the students reported that their parents or guardian had
encouraged them to do their best in school, 9% sometimes, and 1% reported not being
encouraged. Variations among racial/ethnic groups were observed: 83% for
Caucasian, 82% for Asian, 79% for African American, and 71% for Hispanic
students.

Over 38% of the students in grade 10 spent one hour or more on their homework,
39% a half hour, while 14% reported that they did not have homework or they did not
do their homework. More girls (45%) than boys (31%) spent one hour or more on
their homework. Among racial/ethnic groups, 63% Asian, 38% Caucasian, 36%
African American, and 35% Hispanic students, spent one hour or more on their
homework.

The survey shows that 43% of the tenth graders watched television for two hours or
more each weekday, 29% about an hour, and 13% about a half hour. There was little
difference in the percentage of boys (44%) and girls (43%) who spent two or more
hours a day watching television. Among the racial/ethnic groups, more African
American students (56%) than Hispanic (44%), Asian (32%), and Caucasian students
(38%) watched television for two hours or more each weekday.

Eighty percent of the students had a computer at home that they could use (among
them, 85% for Asian, 86% for Caucasian, 70% for African American, and 62% for
Hispanic students). Twenty-one percent of the students who had access to a computer
at home used the computer for learning almost every day (39% for Asian, 23% for
Caucasian, 15% for Hispanic, and 16% for African American students), 30% once or
twice a week, 22% once or twice a month, while 11% of them reported that they
never used the computer at home for learning.

Eighty-nine percent of the students reported that they had computers in school that
they could use. Among them, 16% used school computers for learning almost every
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day, 19% once or twice a week, 38% once or twice a month, and 18% reported never
using school computers for learning.

Seventy-one percent of the tenth graders reported that doing well in school is very
important to them (78% for girls and 64% for boys; 78% for Asian, 75% for African
American, 66% for Hispanic, and 69% for Caucasian students), 17% somewhat
important, 3% not sure, and only 1% reported that it is not important to do well in
school.

Reading

Only 9% of the students in grade 10 spent one hour or more reading in preparation for
their English class each day, 24% about a half hour, 25% about 15 minutes, and 33%
never spent time reading in preparation for their English class. More girls (38%) than
boys (28%) spent 30 minutes or more reading in preparing their English class.

Twenty-six percent of the students read at home almost every day, 24% once or twice
a week, and 17% once or twice a month, while 25% reported never or hardly ever
reading at home. More girls (31%) than boys (20%) read almost every day at home.
More high-achieving than low-achieving students read more frequently at home
(49%, 44%, 28%, 20%, and 16% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively); whereas more low-achieving than high-achieving students reported
rarely reading at home (32%, 32%, 24%, 11%, and 5% from Well Below the Standard
to Distinguished, respectively).

Twenty-two percent of the tenth graders reported that their teachers asked them
almost every day to discuss with other students about what they had read in their
English class, 31% once or twice a week (among them more high-achieving than low-
achieving students, 40%, 35%, 33%, 31%, and 23% for Distinguished to Well Below
the Standard), 16% once or twice a month, and 23% reported that their teachers never
or hardly ever asked them to do this (among them, more low-achieving than high-
achieving students, 28%, 27%, 22%, 12%, and 9% for Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished, respectively).

Twenty-six percent of the students reported that their teachers asked them to write
about what they had read in their English class almost every day, 36% once or twice a
week, 19% once or twice a month, while 11% reported their teachers never or hardly
ever asked them to do this.

Forty percent of the grade 10 students felt well-prepared for the DSTP Reading test,
while 35% said they were somewhat prepared and 10% said they were not prepared.
Seven percent were not sure.

Sixty-seven percent of the tenth graders tried very hard on the DSTP reading test,
21% somewhat hard, and 4% not hard.
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Writing

Over one-third of the students (37%) had lessons about being a good writer from their
English teachers almost every day, 33% once or twice a week (among them, more
high-achieving than low-achieving students, 37%, 37%, 34%, 28% and 18% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard in writing, respectively), 15% once or
twice a month, and 7% reported that they never or hardly ever had such lessons
(among them more low-achieving than high-achieving students, 14%, 8%, 6%, 5%,
and 1% from Well Below the Standard in writing to Distinguished, respectively).

Fifty-five percent of the students received writing homework once a week or more,
among them more high-achieving than low-achieving students (67%, 60%, 56%,
51%, and 37% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard in writing,
respectively), 22% once or twice a month, and 14% reported never or hardly ever
having writing homework, among them more low-achieving than high-achieving
students (25%, 19%, 14%, 9%, and 3% from Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished in writing, respectively).

The data show that 46% of the students almost always planned, drafted, and revised
their writing, among them more girls (54%) than boys (37%) and more high-
achieving than low-achieving students (66%, 59%, 49%, 29%, and 14% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively, in writing), 26% sometimes,
15% only if it was requested, and 4% never or hardly ever planned their writing
(among them more low-achieving than high-achieving students, 13%, 8%, 3%, 2%,
and 0% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Fifty-six percent of the students in grade 10 felt well-prepared for the DSTP writing
test, while 24% felt somewhat prepared and 5% felt unprepared. Five percent were
unsure if they were prepared for the writing test.

Seventy-two percent of the students tried very hard to do well on the DSTP writing
test, among them more girls (78%) than boys (65%) and more high-achieving than
low-achieving students (83%, 80%, 76%, 60%, and 42% from Distinguished to Well
Below the Standard, respectively). Sixteen percent reported that they tried somewhat
hard and 3% did not try hard (among them more low-achieving than high-achieving
students, 9%, 7%, 3%, 2%, and 1% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished,
respectively).

Mathematics

Fifty-five percent of the tenth graders had math homework almost every day (among
them more high-achieving than low-achieving students, 76%, 65%, 59%, 54%, and
38% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard in math, respectively), 24% once
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or twice a week, 4% once or twice a month, and 7% reported that they never or hardly
ever had math homework (among them more low-achieving than high-achieving
students, 14%, 8%, 5%, 4%, and 3% for Well Below the Standard to Distinguished,
respectively).

In grade 10, 54% of the students used a graphing calculator almost every day in their
math class (among them more high-achieving than low-achieving students, 64%,
59%, 59%, 52%, and 42% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard in math,
respectively), 19% once or twice a week, 7% once or twice a month, and 11% never
or hardly every used a calculator in math class (among them more low-achieving than
high-achieving students, 15%, 13%, 10%, 8%, and 6% from Well Below the Standard
to Distinguished, respectively).

About 39% of the students reported that they used a calculator only if their teacher
allowed, 38% used it anytime they wanted, and 7% only used a calculator for
checking answers.

When students received a math assignment, 29% of them said that their teachers had
showed them how to solve the problem, 19% said their teachers asked them to solve
the problem, and 42% of their teachers asked them to work in a small group to solve
the problem and then discuss the solution with the whole class. More low-achieving
than high-achieving students reported that their teachers usually showed them how to
solve the problem (40%, 31%, 27%, 20%, 23% for Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished in math, respectively).

Forty-two percent of grade 10 students said that their teachers usually encouraged
them to try different approaches to solve the math problems, while 37% said they
were sometimes encouraged them and 12% reported that their teachers never or
hardly ever encouraged them to use different approaches.

Fifty-nine percent of the grade 10 students said their teachers asked them to explain
their answers when solving mathematics problems almost every day. Only 7% said
their teachers never do this.

Two-thirds of the grade 10 students felt (31%) or somewhat felt (33%) that their math
class had prepared them to do their best on the DSTP math test, 8% were not sure,
and 19% did not feel they were prepared. Slightly more boys (33%) than girls (30%)
and more high-achieving than low-achieving students felt prepared (59%, 44%, 32%,
22%, and 24% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively).
Among racial/ethnic groups, more Asian (42%) and Caucasian students (34%) than
Hispanic (23%) and African American students (26%) felt that they were well-
prepared for the math test.

Sixty-six percent of the students in grade 10 tried very hard on the DSTP math test,
20% somewhat hard, and 5% not hard.
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Survey Results for Grade 4

Opportunity to Learn

Sixty percent of the students in grade 4 talked about what they had learned in school
at home almost every day, 23% did once or twice a week, and 7% did once or twice a
month (Table 5). However, 9% of the students reported that they never discussed
their studies at home. The survey results also show that more girls (66%) than boys
(55%) talked about their studies at home every day.

Ninety-four percent of the students in grade 4 reported that their parents or guardians
encouraged them to do their best in school, 4% sometimes, and 1% reported that they
did not get encouragement from their families.

More than two-thirds of the students (67%) spent a half hour on their homework each
day, 28% one hour or more, while 3% of the students reported that they did not
receive homework or they did not do their homework.

Forty-seven percent of the students in grade 4 spent two hours or more watching
television each weekday, 25% spent about one hour, and 19% spent a half hour
watching television. The data show that more boys (51%) than girls (43%) spent two
hours or more watching television each weekday. Variations were observed among
racial/ethnic groups for the two hours or more group (57% for African American,
47% for Hispanic, 43% for Caucasian, and 26% for Asian students).

Eighty percent of the students had access to a computer at home (91% of Asian, 86%
of Caucasian, 74% of African American, and 60% of Hispanic students). Only 17%
of the students who had the access to a computer at home used the computer for
learning almost every day, 25% once or twice a week; 19% once or twice a month;
while 22% of them reported that they never use the home computer for learning.

Ninety-five percent of the students in grade 4 reported that they had access to a
computer at school. Among them, 19% used the school computer every day for
learning, 45% once or twice a week, 18% once or twice a month, while 14% of them
never used the school computer for learning. Variations are observed among
racial/ethnic groups using school computers for learning every day (22% for
Hispanic, 22% for African American, 17% for Caucasian, and 13% for Asian
students).

Ninety percent of the students reported that to do well in school is very important, 4%
somewhat important, 4% not sure, and less than 1% of the students reported doing
well in school was not important. More girls (93%) than boys (87%) in grade 4
reported that it is very important to do well in school.
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Science

Only 8% of the students in grade 4 had science homework almost every day, 31%
once or twice a week, 26% once or twice a month, while 33% reported never having
science homework.

Twenty-nine percent of the students actually used scientific equipment in their
science class almost every day, 34% once or twice a week, 18% once or twice a
month, and 17% reported never or hardly ever using such equipment or did not
respond to the question.

Based on students’ responses, 31% of them shared their ideas and reports with other
students almost every day, 31% once or twice a week, 18% once or twice a month,
and 19% never or hardly ever did this in their science class.

Forty-four percent of grade 4 students wrote explanations in their journals or
notebooks almost every day, 29% once or twice a week, 10% once or twice a month,
and 16% never.

Seventy-one percent of the fourth grade students believed that the knowledge they
had learned in science class helps them understand the world better, 15% somewhat,
10% not sure, and 2% did not feel that science class helped them understand the
world better.

Seventy-eight percent of the students felt being prepared by their science class to do
well on the DSTP science test, 11% somewhat prepared, 7% not sure, and 3% did not
feel prepared.

Ninety-one percent of the students tried very hard to do well on the DSTP science
test, 6% somewhat hard, and 2% not hard. The data also show that more girls (93%)
than boys (88%) reported trying very hard and more high-achieving than low-
achieving students in science tried very hard (92%, 94%, 91%, 84%, 57% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); whereas more low-
achieving than high-achieving students did not try hard on the science test (21%, 5%,
2%, 1%, and 1% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Social Studies

Forty-nine percent of the students in grade 4 reported that their social studies teacher
asked them to use maps for locating places in every or most classes, 39% said in
some classes, while 10% reported that their teacher never or hardly ever asked them
to do this. About 46% of the students were asked to use maps to explain their answers
in every or most classes.

About 55% of the students reported that their social studies teacher asked them every
class or most classes to collect information from graphs or charts to explain or justify
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their answers, 34% some classes, and 9% reported that their teachers never or hardly
ever asked them to do this.

More than 46% of the students reported that their teachers asked them to apply the
concepts and knowledge they had learned in social studies to solve real life problems
every class or most classes, 33% some classes, and 19% reported never or hardly ever
doing this.

Thirty-one percent of the students were asked every class or most classes to use
primary sources, such as documents, diaries, and artifacts, 38% some classes, and
28% reported never or hardly ever doing this.

Based on students’ responses, there were great variations among social studies
teachers in teaching the four sub-content areas every class or most of the classes:
40% for geography, 37% for civics and government, 30% for economics, and 52% for
history. The data also show that some students say their rarely or hardly ever learn
these four content areas in their social studies classes: 11% for history, 19% for
geography, 20% for civics and government to 28% for economics.

The results show that 77% of the students reported being prepared by their social
studies class to do well on the DSTP social studies test, 11% somewhat prepared, 8%
not sure, and 3% reported not being prepared.

Ninety-one percent of the grade 4 students reported that they tried very hard to do
well on the social studies test, 6% somewhat hard, and 2% not hard. More high-
achieving than low-achieving students tried very hard (96%, 94%, 93%, 92%, and
80% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); whereas more
low-achieving than high-achieving student did not try hard on the test (7%, 2%, 1%,
1%, and 1% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Survey Results for Grade 6

Opportunity to Learn

The survey results show that 52% of the students in grade 6 talked about what they
had learned in school at home every day, 28% once a week, 9% once a month, while
10% of the students never discussed what they learned with their families. More girls
(56%) than boys (48%) talked about their studies with their families every day.
Among racial/ethnic groups, more Caucasian students (55%) and Asian students
(51%) than African American (49%) or Hispanic students (47%) talked about their
school studies at home every day.

Ninety-three percent of the students reported that their parents or guardian

encouraged them to do their best in school. Less than 1% said they were not
encouraged by parents or guardians.
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According to the survey, 34% of the sixth graders spent one hour or more on their
homework, 61% about a half hour, while only 3% reported that they did not do their
homework or they usually did not have homework. More girls (37%) than boys (31%)
spent one hour or more on their homework.

About one half of the grade 6 students (49%) said they watched television two hours
or more each school day, 29% about one hour, and 14% about a half hour. Variations
are observed among racial/ethnic groups watching TV two hours or more: 63% for
African American, 50% for Hispanic, 42% for Caucasian, and 33% for Asian
students.

Eighty-two percent of the students in grade 6 said that they had a computer at home
they could use (88% for Caucasian, 93% for Asian, 75% for African American, and
65% for Hispanic students). Among them, 16% used the computer at home for
learning almost every day, 30% once or twice a week, 24% once or twice a month,
and 18% reported never using the computer at home for learning.

Ninety-five percent of the sixth grade students have access to computer in school.
Fifteen percent of them used the computer for learning almost every day, 33% once
or twice a week, 29% once or twice a month, and 21% reported never using the
computer in school for learning. Slightly more boys (16%) than girls (13%) used
school computers almost every day for learning.

Eighty-five percent of the sixth graders believe that to do well in school is very
important, among them more girls (89%) than boys (82%) (among racial/ethnic
groups: 89% for Asian, 86% for African American, 85% for Hispanic, and 85% for
Caucasian students), 9% somewhat important, 3% not sure, and 1% not important.

Science

Twenty-two percent of the grade 6 students had science homework almost every day,
46% once or twice a week, 17% once or twice a month, while 13% reported never
having science homework. More low-achieving than high-achieving students reported
never having science homework (22%, 16%, 13%, 10%, and 6% for Well Below the
Standard to Distinguished in science, respectively).

Twenty-eight percent of the grade 6 students actually used scientific equipment in
their science class almost every day, 38% used once or twice a week, 19% once or
twice a month, and 13% reported never or hardly ever using such equipment. More
high-achieving than low-achieving students usually used science equipment more
than once a week (74%, 75%, 66%, 60%, and 50% from Distinguished to Well Below
the Standard, respectively); whereas more low-achieving than high-achieving
students reported never using such equipment in their science class (24%, 19%, 12%,
7%, and 7% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).
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Based on students’ responses, 34% of the sixth graders shared their ideas and reports
with other students almost every day in their science class; 63% of them were asked
to write explanations in their journals or notebooks almost every day.

More than one-half of the students (51%) in grade 6 reported that the knowledge they
had learned in science class helps them understand the world better (49% for girls;
53% for boys), 34% somewhat, 8% not sure, and 4% did not think that science class
helps them understand the world better (among them, more low-achieving than high-
achieving students: 9%, 5%, 3%, 3%, and 3% from Well Below the Standard to
Distinguished in science, respectively).

Sixty-two percent of the students felt prepared by their science class to do well on the
DSTP science test, 25% somewhat prepared, 6% not sure, and 5% did not feel
prepared. Slightly more boys (64%) than girls (61%) felt well-prepared. More low-
achieving than high-achieving students did not feel prepared by their science class
(8%, 7%, 5%, 4%, 5% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Eighty-five percent of the students tried very hard to do well on the DSTP science
test, 11% somewhat hard, and 2% not very hard. The data also show that more girls
(89%) than boys (81%) reported trying very hard and more high-achieving than low-
achieving students in science tried hard (89%, 88%, 87%, 83%, and 65% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively).

Social Studies

Fifty-seven percent of the students in grade 6 reported that they were asked to use
maps for more than just locating places, such as collect evidence from maps to
support their answers, in every or most classes. Six percent said they never do this.

Forty-nine percent of the sixth graders collect information from graphs or charts to
explain or justify their answers every class or most of their social studies classes.
About 10% of the students reported that their teachers never asked them to do these
classroom activities.

Fifty-six percent of the grade 6 students reported that their social studies teachers
asked them to apply the concepts and knowledge they had learned to solve real life
problems every class or most classes, 31% in some classes, and 11% reported never
doing this.

Forty-one percent of the students in grade 6 were asked to use primary sources every
class or most classes, 38% some classes, and 19% reported never or hardly ever doing
this in their classes. Fifty percent of the students reported that their teachers to
explain different interpretations of the same event every class or most classes, 34% in
some classes, and 13% reported that they never do this in class.
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Based on grade 6 students’ responses, there were great variations among social
studies teachers in teaching the four sub-content areas every class or most of the
classes: 59% for geography, 45% for civics and government, 41% for economics,
and 74% for history. The data also show that students say they never learn these
content areas: 8% for geography, 15% for civics and government, 17% for
economics, and 4% for history.

The results show that 55% of the students in grade 6 reported being prepared by their
social studies class to do well on the DSTP social studies test, 28% somewhat
prepared, 8% not sure, and 7% reported not being prepared

Eighty-six percent of the grade 6 students reported that they tried very hard to do well
on the social studies test, 10% somewhat hard, and 2% not hard. More females (90%)
than males (83%) reported trying very hard on the test and more high-achieving than
low-achieving students tried very hard (90%, 90%, 89%, 86%, and 70% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); whereas more low-
achieving than high-achieving student did not try hard on the test (7%, 2%, 1%, 1%,
and 0% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Survey Results for Grade 11

Opportunity to Learn

The survey results show that 30% of the students in grade 11 talked about what they
had learned in school with someone at home almost every day, 27% once or twice a
week, 11% once or twice a month, and 18% never discussed their school studies at
home Table 7). More girls (32%) than boys (28%) talked about their studies almost
every day at home.

Three-fourths of the students in grade 11 reported that their parents or guardian
encourage them to do their best in school, 9% somewhat, and only 2% of the students
did not get this encouragement.

Over one-third of the grade 11 students (34%) spent one hour or more on their
homework each day, 36% about a half hour, 8% reported that they did not have
homework, and 8% did not do their homework. The data show gender differences in
spending one hour or more on homework per day between girls (40%) and boys
(28%), and variations among racial/ethnic groups (about one-third for African
American, Hispanic, and Caucasian compared to 59% for Asians).

Thirty-three percent of the students in grade 11 watched television for two hours or
more each weekday, 29% for one hour, and 16% for about a half hour, and 9% did
not watch television on a weekday. More African American students (45%) and
Hispanic students (38%) than Caucasian (28%) and Asian (29%) spent more than two
hours watching television each weekday.
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Seventy-six percent of the students in grade 11 said they had a computer at home that
they could use. More Caucasian (81%) and Asian students (82%) than African
American (64%) and Hispanic students (68%) had access to a computer at home.
Twenty-one percent of the students who had a computer at home used it for learning
almost every day, 28% once or twice a week, 19% once or twice a month, and 12%
never used their computer for learning.

Eighty-three percent of the grade 11 students said they had access to a computer in
school. Nineteen percent of these students used school computers for learning almost
every day, 19% once or twice a week, 28% once or twice a month, and 20% never
used school computers for learning. More boys (21%) than girls (17%) used the
school computer for learning almost every day.

Sixty-four percent of the students reported that doing well in school is very important,
among them more girls (72%) than boys (56%), 17% somewhat important, 3% not
sure, and 2% of the students reported doing well in school is not important.

Science

Twenty-six percent of the grade 11 students had science homework almost every day
(among them, more high-achieving than low-achieving students, 43%, 36%, 27%,
20%, and 18% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard on the DSTP science
test, respectively), 35% once or twice a week, 10% once or twice a month, and 16%
of the students reported that they never or hardly ever had science homework (among
them more low-achieving than high-achieving students, 25%, 20%, 15%, 9%, and 6%
for Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Fifteen percent of the students in grade 11 actually used scientific equipment almost
every day, 29% once or twice a week, 28% once or twice a month, and 14% of the
students never or hardly ever used scientific equipment in their science classes. More
high-achieving than low-achieving students used scientific equipment once a week or
more (53%, 53%, 48%, 42%, and 36% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively); whereas more low-achieving than high-achieving students never or
hardly ever had the opportunities to use scientific equipment (20%, 17%, 12%, 9%,
and 7% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Eight percent of the eleventh grade students reported that their teachers usually did
the experiment/lab and then asked the students questions (among them, more low-
achieving than high-achieving students, 13%, 10%, 7%, 5%, and 3% from Well
Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively); 22% reported that their teachers
had prepared the experiment/lab, demonstrated, and then asked them to complete the
experiment; 43% of the students reported their teachers had prepared the
experiment/lab and then asked them to do the experiment (among them more high-
achieving than low-achieving students, 62%, 54%, 48%, 37%, and 30% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively), and 12% had teachers who
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had worked with students to decide what to investigate and how to investigate it, and
then asked students to do the experiment.

According to the grade 11 survey, 21% of the students discussed the possible
solutions, evidence, or data with other students almost every day, 31% once or twice
a week, 19% once or twice a month, and 15% of the students reported that they had
never or hardly ever done this.

Over 49% of the students reported that their teacher had asked them all of the time or
most of the time to write explanations in their journals, lab reports, or on tests; 20%
said teachers sometimes asked for this, and 17% of the students reported that their
teacher had never asked them to do so. More high-achieving than low-achieving
students wrote explanations most frequently (57%, 57%, 53%, 48%, and 40% from
Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); whereas more low-
achieving than high-achieving students never or hardly ever wrote explanations (21%,
20%, 16%, 13%, and 10% from Well Below the Standard to Distinguished,
respectively).

Twenty-eight percent of the students thought that the concepts and knowledge learned
in science classes helped them understand the world better, among them more boys
(32%) than girls (24%) and more high-achieving than low-achieving students (53%,
37%, 28%, 22%, and 21% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively), 36% somewhat, 9% not sure, and 13% did not think the science class
helped them understand the world better. More low-achieving than high-achieving
students were not sure or did not think the knowledge and concepts they had learned
in science class helped them understand the world better (25%, 27%, 23%, 14%, and
9% for Well Below the Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Twenty-two percent of the students felt that the science classes had prepared them to
do well on the DSTP, 30% somewhat prepared, while 11% were not sure, and 23%
did not feel prepared. More boys (25%) than girls (20%) felt well-prepared and more
high-achieving than low-achieving students felt well-prepared (43%, 35%, 23%,
16%, and 15% for Distinguished to Well Below the Standard, respectively); whereas
more girls (27%) than boys (20%) and more low-scoring students than high-scoring
students did not feel prepared (27%, 30%, 24%, 15%, and 13% from Well Below the
Standard to Distinguished, respectively).

Over 38% of the eleventh graders tried very hard on the DSTP science test (42% for
girls and 34% for boys), 34% tried somewhat hard, and 13% not hard.

Social Studies

According to the survey, 25% of the students in grade 11 reported that their teachers
had asked them to use maps for more than just locating places every class or most of
their social studies classes, 34% some classes, and 27% reported that their teachers
had never or hardly ever asked them to do this.
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About 30% of the grade 11 students reported that their teachers had asked them to
collect information to justify their answers every class or most classes, 37% some
classes, and 19% of the students reported that their teachers never or hardly ever did
this.

Based on the grade 11 survey results, 39% of the students reported that their teachers
had asked them to apply the concepts and knowledge to solve real life problems every
class (16%) or most classes (24%), 27% some classes, and 19% of the students had
never or hardly ever been asked to do this.

Over 32% of the students in grade 11 reported that their teachers had asked them to
use primary sources every class or most classes, 31% some classes, and 23% reported
that they had never or hardly ever been asked to do it.

Thirty-eight percent of the grade 11 students reported that their teacher had explained
every class or most classes the different interpretations of the same event, 30% said
sometimes, and 17% reported their teachers never or hardly ever doing it.

In the grade 11 survey, students were asked how often their teachers taught the four
sub-content areas in social studies. Students reported that 23% of the teachers taught
geography every class or most of the classes; 47% for civics and government; 41%
for economics, and 65% for history; while 28% of the students reported that their
teachers never or hardly ever taught geography in class, 11% for civics and
government, 15% for economics, and 7% for history.

Twenty-one percent of the students in grade 11 felt that their social studies class had
prepared them to do well on the DSTP social studies test (23% for boys and 18% for
girls). More high-achieving than low-achieving students felt well-prepared (34%,
28%, 21%, 16%, and 18% from Distinguished to Well Below the Standard,
respectively). Thirty-four percent felt somewhat prepared, 12% not sure, and 19%
did not feel prepared (among them more low-achieving than high-achieving students
from 23%, 23%, 19%, 14%, 11% for Well Below the Standard to Distinguished,
respectively).

Thirty-eight percent of grade 11 students tried very hard on the DSTP social studies
test (33% for boys and 42% for girls), 34% somewhat hard, and 14% did not try hard.
More high-achieving than low-achieving students tried very hard on the DSTP social
studies test (44%, 42%, 41%, 38%, 33% for Distinguished to Well Below the
Standard, respectively). More low-achieving than high-achieving students did not try
hard on the test (from 19%, 15%, 13%, 11%, and 13% for Well Below the Standard
to Distinguished, respectively).
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APPENDIX A -SURVEY RESULTS BY GRADE AND SUBJECT
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Table 1 - 2005 Results of Student Survey for Grade 3

Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level

% F. M. Al AA. A. H. C. 1 2 3 4

I. Opportunity to Learn

1. How often do you talk about what you have learned in school with someone at home?

a. Almost Every day 66.4 71.4 61.4 775 654 673 695 66.2
b. Once a week 15.2 13.9 16.4 15.0 144 185 148 155
¢. Once a month 4.4 3.5 5.4 0.0 3.7 5.2 4.0 49
d. Never 13.3 10.3 16.2 7.5 15.0 8.5 109 129
No Response 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.0 1.5 0.4 0.7 04

2. Do your parents (or your guardian) encourage you to do your best in school?

a. Yes 943 95.2 933 950 944 944 954 940
b. Somewhat 3.5 2.9 4.2 2.5 2.4 4.4 2.7 4.3
c. No 1.4 1.0 1.8 0.0 1.7 0.8 1.3 1.3
No Response 0.8 0.9 0.7 2.5 15 0.4 0.6 0.4

3. How much time do you spend on your homework each day?

a. One hour or more 27.6 21.7 27.4 300 275 290 281 274
b. A half hour 68.5 68.9 68.0 70.0 656 702 685 701
c. I don't have homework. 2.1 1.7 2.4 0.0 35 0.4 2.3 1.2
d. I don't do my homework. 0.9 0.6 13 0.0 16 0.0 0.6 0.7
No Response 1.0 1.1 0.8 0.0 1.7 0.4 0.6 0.7

4. How much television do you watch each weekday?

a. Two hours or more 50.2 45.6 54.6 45.0 56.7 335 453 481
b. About an hour 23.4 25.0 21.8 30.0 184 331 249 256
c. About a half hour 18.6 20.9 16.3 20.0 16.0 202 230 19.2
d. None 6.1 6.5 5.8 2.5 6.2 11.7 5.9 5.9

No Response 1.7 2.0 15 2.5 2.8 1.6 0.9 1.3




Table 1 - 2005 Results of Student Survey for Grade 3

Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level

% F. M. Al AA. A. H. C. 1 2 3 4

5. Do you have a computer at home that you can use?

a. Yes 79.8 79.7 799 875 732 911 608 86.5
b. No 19.1 19.1 19.2 125 248 8.1 384 129
No Response 11 1.2 0.9 0.0 2.0 0.8 0.8 0.6

If you answered "No" to question 5, you may skip to
question 6. If you answered "yes" to question 5,
please answer the next question.

6. How often do you use the computer at home for learning?

a. Almost every day 20.6 23.8 174 300 217 218 20.7 198
b. Once or twice a week 23.7 26.6 20.8 225 216 383 177 252
¢. Once or twice a month 15.1 14.6 15.6 12.5 10.7 173 9.2 18.7
d. Never 23.4 17.7 29.0 250 238 133 190 245
No Response 17.2 17.3 17.1 10.0 222 9.3 334 118

7. Does your school have computers that you can use?

a. Yes 96.1 96.8 954 975 955 948 957 96.6
b. No 2.6 2.0 3.1 2.5 2.4 4.4 3.3 2.4
No Response 1.3 1.2 14 0.0 2.2 0.8 0.9 1.0

If you answered "No" to question 7, you may skip to
guestion 8. If you answered "Yes" to question 7,
please answer the next question.
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Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level
% F. M. Al AA. A. H. C. 1 2 3 4 5

8. How often do you use the computer in school for learning?
a. Almost Every day 259 264 255 200 31.0 181 325 222
b. Once or twice a week 448  46.4 43.3 50.0 40.0 46.4 434 479
c. Once or twice a month 14.2 13.9 14.5 175 121 194 102 158
d. Never 115 10.4 12.5 7.5 13.0 109 8.9 11.1
No Response 3.6 3.0 4.2 5.0 3.9 5.2 51 3.0
9. How important is it to you to do well in school?
a. Very important 91.1 93.5 88.7 925 917 915 923 905
b. Somewhat important 3.5 2.1 4.8 2.5 2.3 2.8 2.3 4.5
c. Not sure 4.0 2.9 5.0 2.5 3.5 4.8 4.5 4.1
d. Not important 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.0 1.1 0.4 0.4 0.5
No Response 0.8 0.9 0.7 2.5 1.5 04 0.6 0.5
Il. Reading
10. How often do you read to yourself in school?
a. Almost every day 725 764 68.7 750 667 843 675 763 543 645 727 775 814
b. Every other day 14.5 14.2 148 150 171 8.5 166 129 202 182 141 132 117
c. Once or twice a week 9.5 6.9 12.1 2.5 10.8 5.6 128 85 152 103 100 7.9 6.2
d. Never 2.2 1.1 3.3 7.5 3.4 0.8 2.3 1.5 7.5 4.9 1.9 0.6 0.4
No Response 1.2 1.3 1.1 0.0 2.0 0.8 0.8 0.9 2.8 2.1 1.4 0.8 0.3
11. How often does your teacher read a chapter or a picture book to you in school?
a. Every day 376  38.0 373 30O 378 379 403 371 374 399 373 381 368
b. Every other day 229 247 212 250 266 226 190 215 241 234 230 225 219
c. Once or twice a week 30.1 29.0 31.2 375 255 310 314 326 239 262 302 320 338
d. Never 7.8 6.7 8.9 2.5 8.0 8.1 7.9 7.8 110 80 7.9 6.2 7.2
No Response 1.5 1.6 1.4 0.0 2.2 0.4 1.4 1.1 3.6 2.6 1.6 1.2 0.3
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Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level
% F. M. Al AA. A. H. C. 1 2 3 4 5

12. How often do you read at home?
a. Every day 451 50.8 39.7 450 375 665 447 487 351 351 432 504 593
b. Every other day 209 226 193 275 229 129 212 201 191 218 210 222 195
c. Once or twice a week 20.6 17.8 23.4 250 220 145 214 200 218 233 213 198 16.6
d. Never 11.0 6.7 15.3 2.5 14.6 4.8 115 9.2 19.7 166 121 59 3.3
No Response 2.3 2.1 2.4 0.0 3.0 1.2 1.2 2.1 4.4 3.2 2.4 1.7 1.3
13. How often does your teacher ask you to talk with other students about what you have read in your English class?
a. Every day 11.7 11.5 11.8 7.5 14.8 8.5 155 93 255 156 107 7.8 9.2
b. Every other day 184 192 177 175 238 129 214 150 211 229 19.2 151 139
c. Once or twice a week 316 326 30,7 300 267 387 307 344 211 253 316 369 36.7
d. Never 372 355 388 450 329 395 315 406 293 340 374 396 401
No Response 1.1 1.1 1.0 0.0 1.8 0.4 0.8 0.7 3.0 2.2 1.2 0.6 0.1
14. How often does your teacher ask you to write about what you have read in your English class?
a. Almost Every day 324 317 330 300 381 278 412 276 355 385 333 288 259
b. Once or twice a week 25.1 26.2 241 375 224 278 245 266 216 203 242 297 291
c. Once or twice a month 13.6 13.8 134 125 9.5 145 116 164 133 101 122 158 195
d. Never 275  26.8 281 200 276 282 218 284 266 287 288 248 243
No Response 14 15 14 0.0 2.4 1.6 0.8 1.0 3.0 2.4 1.5 0.9 1.2
15. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Yes 835 841 830 850 835 875 831 834 776 781 836 847 886
b. Somewhat 4.6 4.4 4.8 5.0 2.9 3.6 1.9 6.0 2.7 2.7 4.0 7.2 6.2
c. Not sure 8.9 8.6 9.3 7.5 9.7 7.3 111 82 128 143 93 6.3 4.1
d. No 1.7 1.6 1.8 2.5 1.8 0.8 3.0 1.4 4.1 2.5 1.7 1.0 0.5
No Response 1.3 1.4 1.2 0.0 2.0 0.8 0.9 0.9 2.8 2.5 1.3 0.8 0.7




Table 1 - 2005 Results of Student Survey for Grade 3

Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level
% F. M. Al AA. A. H. C. 1 2 3 4 5

16. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Very hard 90.2 922 882 825 888 923 910 908 801 860 908 918 937
b. Somewhat hard 53 3.9 6.7 10.0 5.0 5.2 4.7 5.6 7.7 5.4 53 5.4 4.2
c. Not hard 2.8 2.3 3.4 5.0 3.7 2.0 3.1 2.3 8.8 5.9 2.1 1.7 1.4
No Response 1.6 1.6 1.6 2.5 2.5 0.4 1.2 1.2 3.4 2.7 1.8 1.1 0.7
1. Writing
17. How often does your teacher give lessons about how to be a good writer?
a. Almost Every day 61.8 61.9 61.7 60.0 66.7 556 667 584 627 610 618 602 778
b. Once or twice a week 23.6 246 226 300 193 319 199 263 188 208 250 30.7 222
c. Once or twice a month 8.9 8.2 9.6 2.5 7.2 6.9 9.0 10.1 8.2 9.3 9.0 7.4 0.0
d. Never 4.5 4.0 4.9 7.5 4.8 5.2 3.4 4.4 8.9 6.6 3.1 1.7 0.0
No Response 1.2 1.3 11 0.0 2.0 0.4 0.9 0.9 1.5 2.3 11 0.0 0.0
18. How often do you plan, draft and revise your writing?
a. Always 538 57.2 504 60.0 528 573 504 548 413 474 572 739 66.7
b. Sometimes 29.3 274 313 275 284 298 336 291 340 325 279 148 222
c. Only if it is asked 14.0 12.9 151 125 145 117 133 141 172 160 130 114 111
d. Never 1.5 0.9 2.0 0.0 2.1 0.8 1.4 1.1 5.2 1.7 0.7 0.0 0.0
No Response 1.4 1.5 1.2 0.0 2.2 0.4 1.3 0.9 2.3 2.4 1.2 0.0 0.0
19. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Yes 846 857 83.6 900 838 8.1 8.0 848 771 821 864 909 1000
b. Somewhat 5.1 4.3 59 2.5 35 5.2 2.4 6.6 55 3.7 5.4 6.8 0.0
c. Not sure 6.9 6.8 6.9 5.0 7.7 5.2 9.2 6.0 113 9.2 55 2.3 0.0
d. No 2.0 1.7 2.2 2.5 2.6 0.0 2.5 1.6 4.1 2.6 1.5 0.0 0.0
No Response 14 1.4 14 0.0 2.4 0.4 0.9 1.0 2.0 2.5 1.3 0.0 0.0




Table 1 - 2005 Results of Student Survey for Grade 3

Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level
% F. M. Al AA. A H. C. 1 2 3 4 5

20. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Very hard 909 927 89.2 900 889 919 909 921 833 897 923 96.0 100.0
b. Somewhat 5.1 4.0 6.3 5.0 5.0 6.5 55 5.0 7.5 5.2 4.7 3.4 0.0
c. Not hard 2.5 1.9 3.1 5.0 3.8 0.8 2.7 1.8 7.1 2.5 1.7 0.6 0.0
No Response 14 15 1.4 0.0 2.3 0.8 0.9 11 2.1 2.6 1.3 0.0 0.0
IV. Mathematics
21. How often do you have mathematics homework?
a. Almost Every day 584  59.0 579 475 585 66.1 590 580 543 568 583 610 595
b. Once or twice a week 305 312 298 400 289 282 314 314 249 279 308 312 346
c. Once or twice a month 6.0 5.4 6.7 7.5 5.6 4.0 5.0 6.6 6.9 5.8 6.3 5.8 4.9
d. Never 3.1 2.4 3.8 2.5 4.2 0.4 3.0 2.6 101 64 2.6 0.9 0.0
No Response 1.9 1.9 1.9 2.5 2.9 1.2 1.7 1.4 3.7 3.2 2.0 1.0 1.0
22. How often do you use a calculator in your mathematics class?
a. Almost Every day 10.5 9.8 111 175 152 6.0 145 71 248 199 101 36 1.0
b. Once or twice a week 221 232 211 300 238 218 250 205 226 238 241 201 133
c. Once or twice a month 344 356 333 325 264 419 270 402 159 204 327 46.2 544
d. Never 310 29.6 324 200 318 294 321 305 334 327 311 286 300
No Response 2.0 1.8 2.1 0.0 2.8 0.8 1.4 1.7 3.3 3.2 2.0 1.4 1.3
23. When do you use a calculator in your mathematics class?
a Onlywhenmy teacher o0 695 675 775 661 77.0 647 703 571 630 700 725 718
allows me to use it
b. Any time | want to use it 2.4 1.7 3.2 0.0 34 0.8 34 1.8 7.7 4.3 2.1 0.7 0.5
o ;V:er;'sy useittocheckmy o1 133 130 125 143 85 185 117 180 151 126 121 106
d. I never use it 136 130 14.2 7.5 132 129 122 141 142 142 129 132 156
No Response 2.2 2.3 2.2 2.5 3.1 0.8 1.2 2.0 3.0 3.4 2.5 1.5 1.5
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Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level
% F. M. Al AA. A H. C. 1 2 3 4 5

24. When you receive a mathematics assignment, what does your teacher usually do?
a.Showme howtosolvethe 357 308 307 250 366 250 319 27.3 406 394 314 233 218
problems
b. Asks me to work by 323 305 340 425 264 363 259 366 240 280 313 370 401
myself to solve the problems
c. Asks me to work by
myselforinasmallgroupto 34> 361 325 325 329 371 406 338 312 290 345 2373 363
solve the problems and then
discuss the solutions with
the whole class
No Response 2.8 2.7 2.8 0.0 4.1 1.6 1.5 2.3 4.2 3.6 2.8 2.3 1.8
25.How often does your teacher ask you to explain your answer when solving mathematics problems?
a. Almost every day 73.3 75.0 71.6 650 754 762 764 713 665 734 737 738 752
b. Once or twice a week 16.4 15.8 170 250 133 165 153 184 158 140 166 173 173
c. Once or twice a month 4.4 4.0 4.7 0.0 3.9 4.8 3.7 4.8 7.2 4.3 3.8 4.5 4.1
d. Never 2.7 2.4 3.0 5.0 3.2 0.8 3.0 2.5 5.6 4.2 2.6 1.7 1.0
No Response 3.2 2.8 3.6 5.0 4.2 1.6 1.7 3.0 4.9 4.2 3.3 2.7 2.4
26. Do you feel your mathematics class has prepared you to do your best on the DSTP mathematics test?
a. Yes 88.7 887 887 9.0 879 919 889 839 831 847 883 927 916
b. Somewhat 3.8 3.7 3.9 0.0 3.0 2.8 2.7 4.6 3.2 2.7 3.9 3.7 59
c. Not sure 5.1 5.3 4.9 0.0 5.7 4.4 6.0 4.6 8.7 7.9 53 2.5 1.8
d. No 1.1 1.0 1.3 5.0 1.2 0.4 1.3 1.1 2.3 2.3 1.0 0.6 0.4
No Response 1.3 1.2 1.3 0.0 2.1 0.4 1.1 0.9 2.7 2.4 1.5 0.4 0.3
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27. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP mathematics test?
a. Very hard 91.2 936 889 875 898 944 915 920 824 880 926 926 922
b. Somewhat hard 4.3 3.2 5.4 7.5 3.8 2.8 4.5 4.6 53 4.5 3.7 4.9 5.3
c. Not hard 3.1 1.8 4.3 5.0 4.0 2.4 3.2 2.4 9.4 4.4 2.2 2.0 2.2
No Response 1.4 1.4 1.5 0.0 2.3 0.4 0.8 1.0 3.0 3.1 1.5 0.6 0.4
A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female
A.A. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male

A. - Asian
H. - Hispanic
C. - Caucasian

3 - Meets the Standard
4 - Exceeds the Standard
5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.



Table 2 - 2005 Results of Student Survey for Grade 5

Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group

Proficiency Level

% F. M. Al AA A H. C

2

3

4

I. Opportunity to Learn

1. How often do you talk about what you have learned in school with someone at home?

a. Almost every day 589 639 541 69.6 581 525 53.8 60.5
b. Once a week 220 21.0 230 21.7 211 298 246 21.7
c. Once a month 63 51 75 00 65 71 69 6.2
d. Never 114 87 140 43 126 9.0 128 106
No Response 13 1.2 14 43 18 16 18 10

2. Do your parents (or your guardian) encourage you to do your best in school?

a. Yes 932 936 928 957 93.0 929 935 93.2
b. Somewhat 49 50 47 00 43 47 35 55
c. No 07 03 11 00 10 08 14 04
No Response 13 1.2 14 43 17 16 16 09

3. How much time do you spend on your homework each day?

a. One hour or more 38.3 388 378 348 353 47.1 40.6 39.3
b. A half hour 58.0 588 57.2 609 595 51.0 546 57.9
c. I don't have homework. 1.2 0.6 1.7 00 17 08 09 09
d. I don't do my homework. 1.3 06 2.0 00 17 00 21 10
No Response 13 12 14 43 17 12 18 10

4. How much television do you watch each weekday?

a. Two hours or more 55,3 519 586 56,5 664 443 54.6 49.1
b. About an hour 269 297 242 304 184 30.2 276 319
c. About a half hour 120 125 114 87 91 129 124 136
d. None 44 45 4.2 00 41 114 35 43

No Response 14 13 16 43 20 12 18 10
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5. Do you have a computer at home that you can use?

a. Yes 826 832 820 696 754 929 63.2 895
b. No 16.0 156 164 261 227 59 351 95
No Response 14 12 16 43 19 12 17 10

If you answered "No" to question 5, you may skip question 6. If
you answered "Yes" to question 5, please answer the next
question:

6. How often do you use the computer at home for learning?

a. Almost every day 16.0 183 138 13.0 16.7 200 175 151
b. Once or twice a week 29.1 331 252 217 265 384 274 305
c. Once or twice a month 228 21.0 245 348 173 239 11.3 2738
d. Never 195 145 243 87 222 11.0 17.1 187
No Response 126 131 121 217 173 6.7 26.7 7.8

7. Does your school have computers that you can use?

a. Yes 96.5 972 959 0957 959 937 958 97.1
b. No 21 16 26 00 22 47 24 138
No Response 14 13 16 43 19 16 18 11

If you answered "No to question 7, you may skip question 8. If
you answered "Yes" to question 7, please answer the next
question:
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8. How often do you use the computer in school for learning?
a. Almost Every day 155 150 160 87 222 6.7 175 116
b. Once or twice a week 46.6 484 449 478 440 478 47.6 481
c. Once or twice a month 252 259 246 348 209 275 21.7 283
d. Never 101 85 118 43 99 125 110 101
No Response 25 22 28 43 30 55 21 20
9. How important is it to you to do well in school?
a. Very important 885 916 856 957 89.8 914 88.4 87.6
b. Somewhat important 6.6 4.8 8.4 00 50 47 68 7.7
c. Not sure 30 23 38 00 29 24 26 32
d. Not important 05 0.2 0.8 00 06 04 04 05
No Response 1.3 1.2 15 4.3 1.7 12 18 1.0
Il Reading
10. How often do you read to yourself in school?
a. Every day 61.8 66.0 576 652 543 69.8 60.3 66.1 508 481 612 717 773
b. Every other day 224 216 231 13.0 254 184 247 204 218 279 233 177 159
c. Once or twice a week 112 90 132 130 138 86 103 98 145 158 112 8.3 5.7
d. Never 33 20 45 43 46 16 29 26 1.7 5.6 3.1 1.1 0.7
No Response 15 14 16 43 20 16 17 11 52 2.6 1.2 1.2 0.4
11. How often does your teacher read a chapter or a picture book to you in school?
a. Every day 220 23.0 210 174 237 224 245 206 265 220 214 202 249
b. Every other day 221 221 220 21.7 244 200 250 203 244 258 222 196 178
c. Once or twice a week 335 340 330 522 298 384 305 359 233 299 341 359 381
d. Never 208 193 223 43 19.7 180 185 221 204 194 208 230 190
No Response 17 16 17 43 24 12 16 13 54 2.9 1.4 1.4 0.3
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12. How often do you read at home?
a. Every day 354 40.2 30.7 39.1 287 541 351 386 269 264 337 431 541
b. Every other day 253 275 232 391 289 227 257 232 208 271 260 253 221
c. Once or twice a week 248 226 270 13.0 249 165 233 255 241 247 258 241 194
d. Never 127 81 172 43 154 55 144 113 227 192 130 6.3 3.7
No Response 17 16 18 43 22 12 16 15 56 2.7 1.5 1.2 0.7
13. How often does your teacher ask you to talk with other students about what you have read in your English class?
a. Every day 89 86 92 87 113 6.7 114 72 177 117 8.1 6.7 6.7
b. Every other day 184 19.2 177 304 205 176 20.7 168 187 198 184 177 176
c. Once or twice a week 344 36.6 322 217 298 416 298 376 233 266 342 409 448
d. Never 36.4 339 388 348 36.0 329 361 369 343 394 376 334 301
No Response 19 17 21 43 25 12 20 16 6.0 2.4 1.8 1.3 0.8
14. How often does your teacher ask you to write about what you have read in your English class?
a. Almost Every day 242 246 237 435 289 196 27.7 208 361 260 230 219 233
b. Once or twice a week 305 317 295 217 26.6 337 292 330 185 278 303 366 36.2
c. Once or twice a month 222 222 222 130 187 227 171 251 16.0 175 228 245 258
d. Never 208 193 223 13.0 225 216 241 193 225 256 219 152 139
No Response 23 22 24 87 32 24 18 18 6.8 3.2 2.1 1.8 0.8
15. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Yes 756 759 754 739 733 729 736 775 688 713 746 80.1 858
b. Somewhat 157 159 156 21.7 154 180 132 16.2 127 142 170 162 114
c. Not sure 54 52 55 00 65 51 103 40 91 8.7 55 2.0 2.0
d. No 18 16 21 00 29 24 09 13 40 35 1.7 0.7 0.4
No Response 14 14 15 43 20 16 20 10 54 2.3 1.2 1.0 0.4
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16. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Very hard 89.3 91.1 876 957 885 89.0 90.3 89.7 80.2 857 90.2 911 918
b. Somewhat hard 79 66 91 00 82 75 65 79 108 9.8 7.5 6.7 7.1
c. Not hard 14 10 17 00 15 20 14 13 37 2.1 1.1 1.2 0.7
No Response 14 13 16 43 19 16 17 11 52 2.3 1.2 1.0 0.4
1. Writing
17. How often does your teacher give lessons about how to be a good writer?
a. Almost every day 56.3 586 541 522 601 522 582 539 496 540 579 629 68.2
b. Once or twice a week 30.3 296 308 304 258 325 29.1 331 248 287 318 302 3138
c. Once or twice a month 90 84 95 87 86 110 68 94 97 10.8 7.7 6.0 0.0
d. Never 31 20 41 43 36 31 42 26 7.2 4.6 1.7 0.0 0.0
No Response 14 13 15 43 19 12 17 11 86 1.9 0.9 1.0 0.0
18. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Yes 799 814 785 87.0 793 79.6 77.2 80.7 641 762 83.0 89.2 100.0
b. Somewhat 129 125 132 87 123 122 118 135 128 141 123 8.3 0.0
c. Not sure 45 39 50 00 50 39 75 38 92 6.1 3.1 1.6 0.0
d. No 13 08 17 00 14 27 16 11 58 1.7 0.6 0.0 0.0
No Response 14 14 15 43 20 16 20 10 81 1.9 1.0 1.0 0.0
19. How often do you plan, draft, and revise your writing?
a. Always 60.3 65.7 551 522 555 663 543 639 379 514 677 73.7 909
b. Sometimes 283 253 311 391 314 220 327 259 354 336 241 203 4.5
c. Only if it is asked 91 74 108 43 98 94 105 85 145 117 7.0 51 4.5
d. Never 09 04 13 00 14 12 05 06 36 1.4 0.3 0.0 0.0
No Response 14 13 16 43 20 12 20 10 86 2.0 0.9 1.0 0.0
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20. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Very hard 90.2 920 885 957 880 89.8 895 916 735 882 923 946 1000
b. Somewhat 71 59 83 00 83 71 68 65 120 8.2 6.1 4.1 0.0
c. Not hard 13 08 17 00 17 20 18 09 6.1 1.6 0.7 0.3 0.0
No Response 14 13 15 43 19 12 18 10 84 1.9 0.9 1.0 0.0
IV. Mathematics
21. How often do you have mathematics homework?
a. Almost Every day 66.8 68.2 654 91.3 66.7 659 68.2 66.6 563 66.1 674 688 68.4
b. Once or twice a week 262 258 267 43 252 275 249 271 265 251 265 263 269
c. Once or twice a month 38 34 43 00 40 39 34 38 71 4.6 3.3 3.1 3.9
d. Never 17 13 22 00 22 16 20 14 55 2.9 1.3 0.8 0.5
No Response 14 13 15 43 19 12 16 11 45 14 1.5 1.0 0.3
22. How often do you use a calculator in your mathematics class?
a. Almost every day 90 82 97 43 112 35 80 81 214 126 7.9 5.0 5.3
b. Once or twice a week 282 301 263 435 294 251 296 273 287 297 286 253 26.8
c. Once or twice a month 383 384 382 261 33.0 443 369 415 185 304 39.7 459 465
d. Never 228 217 240 217 243 251 237 21.7 266 255 221 224 208
No Response 17 16 18 43 21 20 18 14 48 1.8 1.7 1.3 0.6
23. When do you use a calculator in your mathematics class?
it 748 773 723 739 720 745 724 769 635 729 767 759 718
b. Any time | want to use it 30 22 37 00 41 16 30 24 70 3.4 2.5 2.6 2.4
c.  only use it to check my answers 106 105 107 130 123 11.0 131 91 144 128 94 9.5 11.9
d. I never use it 99 84 114 87 94 114 96 103 106 8.8 9.6 10.7 13.0
No Response 18 16 1.9 43 23 16 20 14 45 2.0 1.7 1.3 0.9
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24. When you receive a mathematics assignment, what does your teacher usually do?
a. Show me how to solve the problems 305 295 315 174 36.7 231 36.1 263 409 400 316 209 145
b. Asks me to work by myself to solve the 7 o 558 298 261 231 200 225 314 233 236 276 313 347
problems
C. Asks me to work by myselforin asmall o) 55 359 575 331 467 395 409 314 346 391 466 507
group to solve the problems and then
discuss the solutions with the whole class
No Response 16 14 18 43 21 12 18 13 44 1.8 1.7 1.2 0.1
25.How often does your teacher ask you to explain your answer when solving mathematics problems?
a. Almost every day 753 769 737 913 777 729 737 741 639 747 758 780 76.2
b. Once or twice a week 18.1 174 188 43 156 19.2 195 195 205 175 181 171 194
c. Once or twice a month 36 31 4.1 00 28 47 35 40 6.0 3.9 3.3 3.3 34
d. Never 16 13 19 00 20 20 17 13 51 2.5 1.3 0.7 0.9
No Response 14 13 16 43 19 12 16 11 45 14 1.5 1.0 0.1
26. Do you feel your mathematics class has prepared you to do your best on the DSTP mathematics test?
a. Yes 80.5 787 822 87.0 775 816 79.8 823 726 742 805 853 897
b. Somewhat 126 146 107 87 131 11.0 109 127 109 141 134 108 9.1
c. Not sure 35 36 33 00 44 39 59 25 6.8 6.7 2.9 2.1 0.8
d. No 20 18 21 00 27 24 18 15 49 3.3 1.7 0.8 0.4
No Response 15 14 16 43 21 12 16 11 47 1.7 1.6 1.0 0.1
27. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP mathematics test?
a. Very hard 916 93.6 89.7 957 903 882 929 923 830 899 926 922 927
b. Somewhat hard 57 43 70 00 61 86 45 55 9.0 6.4 4.9 5.9 5.8
c. Not hard 12 07 18 00 15 20 10 11 32 2.2 0.9 0.6 1.4
No Response 15 14 16 43 21 12 16 11 48 1.6 1.5 1.3 0.1
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Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level
% F. M. Al AA A H C. 1 2 3 4
A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female
A.A. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male
A. - Asian 3 - Meets the Standard
H. - Hispanic 4 - Exceeds the Standard
C. - Caucasian 5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.
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I. Opportunity to Learn

1. How often do you talk about what you have learned in school with someone at home?

a. Almost every day 389 425 356 375 370 350 352 409
b. Once a week 311 309 312 375 295 354 334 315
c. Once a month 123 122 123 156 129 138 103 121
d. Never 119 98 140 94 126 134 114 115
No Response 5.8 4.6 6.9 00 80 24 97 39

2. Do your parents (or your guardian) encourage you to do your best in school?

a. Yes 858 86.4 853 969 837 894 839 873
b. Sometimes 7.0 7.7 64 31 67 63 54 76
c.No 1.3 1.3 14 00 16 16 11 12
No Response 5.8 4.6 7.0 00 80 28 97 39

3. How much time do you spend on your homework each day?

a. One hour or more 36.3 414 314 406 341 56.7 380 365
b. A half hour 484 46.7 50.1 531 487 358 426 49.7
c. I don't have homework. 4.3 34 52 00 46 28 47 42
d. I don't do my homework. 4.9 3.8 60 63 43 20 48 55
No Response 6.0 4.7 73 00 83 28 99 41
4. How much television do you watch each weekday?

a. Two hours or more 544 540 547 438 651 445 528 482
b. About an hour 260 266 254 281 156 331 255 325
c. About a half hour 93 101 87 125 72 130 85 106
d. None 4.4 4.7 41 156 40 71 35 46

No Response 5.9 4.6 7.1 00 82 24 97 40
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5. Do you have a computer at home that you can use?

a. Yes 80.3 814 793 969 720 941 623 87.7
b. No 137 140 135 31 196 35 280 83
No Response 6.0 4.6 7.2 00 84 24 097 40

If you answered "No" to question 5, you may skip question 6. If
you answered "Yes" to question 5, please answer the next
question:

6. How often do you use the computer at home for learning?

a. Almost every day 18.7 200 174 250 16.2 343 126 204
b. Once or twice a week 268 281 255 344 227 36.2 250 29.2
¢. Once or twice a month 241 248 233 219 224 193 153 26.7
d. Never 15,7 125 187 188 177 55 189 144
No Response 148 145 151 00 210 47 282 93

7. Does your school have computers that you can use?

a. Yes 916 935 898 969 89.0 96.1 87.3 93.7
b. No 2.4 1.8 29 00 27 16 27 22
No Response 6.0 4.7 72 31 84 24 100 4.0

If you answered "No" to question 7, you may skip question 8. If
you answered "Yes" to question 7, please answer the next
question:
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8. How often do you use the computer in school for learning?
a. Almost every day 170 163 176 219 177 154 148 16.9
b. Once or twice a week 214 211 216 344 213 217 229 211
c. Once or twice a month 404 431 379 344 376 445 356 429
d. Never 142 138 146 94 142 146 155 140
No Response 7.0 5.6 83 00 93 39 111 50
9. How important is it to you to do well in school?
a. Very important 765 802 731 656 783 815 77.0 752
b. Somewhat important 136 125 147 219 103 130 10.3 16.3
c. Not sure 2.8 1.9 3.7 63 24 28 22 32
d. Not important 1.1 0.7 14 31 08 04 07 13
No Response 5.9 4.7 7.1 31 82 24 98 41
Il. Reading
10. How much time do you usually spend reading in preparation for your English class each day?
a. One hour or more 109 122 98 188 128 142 120 93 139 103 108 10.0 105
b. About 30 minutes 306 337 277 125 322 370 313 292 26.7 339 313 269 279
d. About 15 minutes 28.7 285 288 375 261 244 300 302 279 293 291 291 279
e. None 23.7 208 264 281 204 213 165 270 152 193 249 322 327
No Response 6.2 4.8 74 31 84 31 102 42 163 72 39 17 10
11. How often do you read at home?
a. Almost every day 293 349 239 250 261 433 243 315 157 201 305 454 578
b. Once or twice a week 27.8 299 259 281 277 327 276 27.7 250 264 29.1 279 257
c. Once or twice a month 148 142 155 250 16.2 126 16.8 13.7 16.6 17.1 151 104 86
d. Never or hardly ever 220 162 275 188 215 91 213 230 268 289 215 148 7.3
No Response 6.0 48 72 31 85 24 100 40 159 75 38 15 06
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12. How often does your teacher ask you to discuss with other students about what you have read in your English class?
a. Almost every day 16.0 162 158 219 185 165 20.1 138 201 17.6 149 164 16.5
b. Once or twice a week 302 313 291 250 282 311 282 318 243 265 315 352 36.8
c. Once or twice a month 200 208 19.2 281 184 189 186 21.2 153 182 209 226 24.1
d. Never or hardly ever 276 26.7 285 219 263 303 231 291 238 302 289 239 219
No Response 6.2 4.9 74 31 87 31 100 42 164 75 38 20 06
13. How often does your teacher ask you to write about what you have read in your English class?
a. Almost every day 223 218 227 156 268 232 241 19.0 259 246 215 21.1 194
b. Once or twice a week 322 328 316 438 288 335 30.7 345 240 284 334 393 425
c. Once or twice a month 217 225 211 313 193 232 174 239 150 188 234 239 26.7
d. Never or hardly ever 175 180 170 6.3 164 169 173 183 185 205 17.7 13.7 10.8
No Response 6.3 5.0 7.6 31 87 31 105 43 166 78 40 20 06
14. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Yes 51.7 508 526 438 46.6 48.0 46.6 56.0 42.2 442 532 657 69.8
b. Somewhat 31.0 334 287 313 325 370 287 301 232 346 327 26.7 238
c. Not sure 53 5.1 55 125 51 79 79 48 108 66 46 24 25
d. No 50 438 52 94 61 39 53 43 67 61 49 30 16
No Response 7.0 5.8 81 31 97 31 114 48 172 84 46 22 22
15. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Very hard 784 820 750 781 774 728 758 79.7 645 764 818 822 80.0
b. Somewhat hard 135 117 153 188 121 205 120 143 151 145 128 141 16.2
c. Not hard 2.0 14 25 00 20 43 14 19 43 16 16 21 32
No Response 6.1 4.9 73 31 85 24 107 41 161 75 38 16 06
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1. Writing
16. How often does your teacher give lessons about how to be a good writer?
a. Almost every day 437 453 422 313 471 394 504 40.7 287 433 440 52.7 56.5
b. Once or twice a week 318 314 322 375 266 362 272 356 182 285 335 354 337
c. Once or twice a month 131 139 124 219 120 193 79 143 142 117 143 79 65
d. Never or hardly ever 5.3 4.6 59 63 58 28 42 52 130 82 44 20 11
No Response 6.1 4.8 73 31 85 24 103 42 259 82 39 20 22
17. How often do you have writing homework?
a. Almost every day 222 215 229 313 266 232 261 187 204 264 217 173 109
b. Once or twice a week 40.8 418 400 40.6 384 40.6 410 424 272 36.0 427 47.6 522
c. Once or twice a month 202 220 185 156 165 28.0 127 234 86 161 21.7 257 293
d. Never or hardly ever 105 99 111 94 100 59 100 111 182 132 97 76 43
No Response 6.3 4.9 76 31 86 24 102 44 256 84 41 19 33
18. How often do you plan, draft, and revise your writing?
a. Almost always 50.8 56.4 455 469 459 543 429 550 173 375 548 726 79.3
b. Sometimes 262 242 281 344 285 291 312 237 30.6 329 253 159 120
c. Only if it is requested 141 125 156 125 143 134 121 143 167 175 137 86 54
d. Never or hardly ever 2.9 2.1 36 31 27 08 37 29 105 39 23 10 11
No Response 6.1 4.9 73 31 86 24 100 42 250 82 40 20 22
19. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Yes 66.0 68.3 638 719 628 618 59.2 69.2 410 571 69.3 811 87.0
b. Somewhat 21,0 208 212 188 21.7 287 20.7 202 16.0 243 213 134 98
c. Not sure 3.6 3.1 41 31 34 43 62 33 93 61 27 17 00
d. No 3.3 2.9 36 31 36 24 35 31 96 43 28 14 11
No Response 6.2 4.9 74 31 85 28 104 42 241 83 39 23 22
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20. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Very hard 804 843 766 813 783 787 776 822 546 753 834 894 913
b. Somewhat hard 114 96 132 156 108 150 9.2 119 164 134 110 76 54
c. Not hard 2.0 1.3 27 00 23 28 27 17 46 30 16 10 11
No Response 6.2 4.9 75 31 85 35 105 42 244 82 41 20 22
IV. Mathematics
21. How often do you have mathematics homework?
a. Almost every day 60.7 638 57.7 813 564 713 569 635 484 589 655 712 76.3
b. Once or twice a week 251 239 262 94 255 217 244 252 273 277 251 232 19.2
c. Once or twice a month 4.0 3.8 42 31 44 24 41 38 60 41 37 25 19
d. Never or hardly ever 4.0 3.5 45 31 52 16 42 33 80 44 23 11 09
No Response 6.2 5.0 74 31 84 31 104 43 102 49 34 20 17
22. How often do you use a calculator in your mathematics class?
a. Almost every day 36.2 373 352 469 318 354 346 393 325 352 374 382 450
b. Once or twice a week 31.3 311 315 281 318 303 331 308 293 347 330 323 282
c. Once or twice a month 117 113 122 63 111 173 118 119 125 114 125 119 95
d. Never or hardly ever 143 152 134 125 164 138 100 136 150 136 13.7 155 155
No Response 6.4 5.0 76 63 88 31 105 43 106 50 34 20 19
23. When do you usually use a calculator in your mathematics class?
a. Only when my teacher allows metouse it 61.0 63.7 583 438 584 642 645 621 565 643 637 624 621
b. Any time | want to use it 173 170 176 281 156 146 118 193 16.1 16.2 181 194 195
c. I only use it to check my answers 8.9 8.5 93 156 104 91 79 81 108 81 83 86 84
d. I never use it 6.5 5.7 73 94 71 87 56 62 6.1 6.3 63 7.7 80
No Response 6.3 5.1 75 31 86 35 102 44 105 50 35 19 20
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24. When you receive a mathematics assignment, what does your teacher usually do?

a. Show me how to solve the problems 298 272 323 250 343 287 364 259 400 331 264 211 19.2
b. Ask me to work by myself to solve the o e 154 216 188 155 213 148 210 175 167 186 214 238
problems

c. Ask me to work by myself or in a small

group to solve the problems and then 45.1 522 384 531 413 465 382 485 319 450 514 549 550
discuss the solutions with the whole class

No Response 6.5 53 77 31 89 35 105 45 106 52 36 25 21

25. When you receive a mathematics assignment, does your teacher usually encourage you to try different approaches to solve the

problems?

a. Yes 541 542 540 625 571 547 572 516 551 575 542 524 520
b. Sometimes 33.0 343 319 281 292 36.6 275 363 287 319 354 374 381
c. Never or hardly ever 6.6 6.5 6.7 63 52 51 50 78 58 58 7.0 82 80
No Response 6.2 5.0 74 31 85 35 103 43 104 48 34 20 20

26. How often does your teacher ask you to explain your answers when solving mathematics problems?

a. Almost every day 685 699 672 594 688 650 653 69.1 59.9 716 739 77.7 68.2
b. Once or twice a week 175 173 177 250 158 232 169 184 194 169 165 147 203
c. Once or twice a month 4.2 4.1 43 94 34 47 42 47 53 36 34 37 59
d. Never 3.4 35 33 31 33 47 34 34 52 29 27 19 36
No Response 6.3 5.2 74 31 86 24 102 44 103 50 35 20 20
27. Do you feel your mathematics class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP mathematics test?

a. Yes 52.7 488 564 594 471 67.7 505 56.0 399 473 552 672 772
b. Somewhat 272 311 234 250 294 224 256 26.2 301 313 288 231 153
c. Not sure 5.6 5.8 53 63 61 35 69 51 84 66 49 30 18
d. No 8.2 9.2 73 63 89 31 68 82 115 98 75 44 37

No Response 6.3 5.1 75 31 85 31 103 45 102 50 36 23 20
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28. How hard did you try to do your best on the DSTP mathematics test?

a. Very hard 80.0 840 761 844 774 740 776 822 724 819 849 855 84.0
b. Somewhat hard 114 97 130 125 119 150 103 111 143 116 103 9.2 0938
c. Not hard 2.4 1.2 3.4 00 22 79 18 23 31 1.5 14 31 42
No Response 6.3 5.1 74 31 85 31 104 44 102 50 34 22 20
A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female

A.A. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male

A. - Asian 3 - Meets the Standard

H. - Hispanic 4 - Exceeds the Standard

C. - Caucasian 5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.
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V. Science

1. How often do you have science homework?

a. Almost every day 191 188 193 152 203 176 23.0 178 208 20.2 19.0 17.4 15.2
b. Once or twice a week 404 401 406 515 385 472 370 416 331 40.2 43.1 43.5 48.7
c. Once or twice a month 165 174 156 152 153 184 146 174 141 16.0 16.9 19.5 20.2
d. Never or hardly ever 189 199 180 152 185 128 177 197 222 20.1 18.2 17.4 134
No Response 5.2 3.7 6.6 30 73 40 78 35 9.8 3.5 2.7 2.1 2.6

2. How often do you actually use scientific equipment (e.g., balances, microscopes, thermometers, probes, calculators, hand lenses, etc.) in

your science class?

a. Almost every day

b. Once or twice a week
c. Once or twice a month
d. Never or hardly ever
No Response

8.4 8.3 86 00 93 56
253 253 254 303 252 272
384 391 378 424 357 392
225 235 216 212 222 240
5.3 3.8 66 61 76 4.0

3. What does your teacher usually do for experiment/lab in your science class?

a. The teacher does the
experiment/lab and then asks
students questions.

b. The teacher prepares,
demonstrates the experiment/lab,
and then asks students complete
it.

143 123 162 121 141 144

289 29.2 287 303 294 244

7.9
24.1
36.8
23.8

7.4

17.3

245

8.1
25.5
40.3
22.6

3.5

14.0

29.4

9.8
224
32.4
25.3
10.1

19.6

28.0

8.1
24.7
40.6
23.1

3.6

15.0

30.9

8.1
25.8
40.5
22.8

2.8

12.2

28.8

7.7
30.4
39.9
19.6

2.5

12.3

29.2

8.1
29.5
42.0
18.2

2.2

10.8

28.2
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c. The teacher prepares the
experiment/lab and then asks 346 362 331 394 313 372 341 366 263 339 392 367 404
students to do the experiment/lab.
d. The teacher and students
decide what scientific question to
investigate and how to investigate 164 183 146 121 169 192 163 160 151 161 168 191 179
it. Then the teacher asks students
to do the experiment/lab.
No Response 5.7 4.1 74 61 82 48 79 39 110 4.0 3.0 2.7 2.7
4. How often do you discuss possible solutions, evidence, or data in small groups or pairs?
a. Almost every day 221 236 208 273 234 236 227 212 224 23.3 21.6 23.0 21.5
b. Once or twice a week 355 357 353 273 343 360 337 365 314 36.3 36.6 38.3 39.4
c. Once or twice a month 229 236 222 212 214 232 227 238 216 22.8 24.3 21.3 24.5
d. Never or hardly ever 140 132 148 182 131 128 127 148 140 13.8 14.7 14.9 12.2
No Response 55 4.0 69 61 77 44 81 37 105 3.8 2.8 2.6 2.5
5. Inyour science class, how often does your teacher ask you to write explanations in your journals or lab reports or on tests?
a. Almost every day 350 358 342 333 354 328 374 345 3038 34.8 36.7 38.2 38.8
b. Once or twice a week 254 261 246 303 242 272 222 264 233 25.6 24.9 28.3 30.0
c. Once or twice a month 177 184 170 152 156 232 186 186 165 17.8 18.8 17.3 18.1
d. Never or hardly every 165 158 171 152 170 128 136 16.7 185 18.0 16.7 13.7 10.7
No Response 5.6 4.0 71 61 78 40 83 38 109 3.7 2.9 2.5 2.5
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6. Do you think that the knowledge you have learned in your science classes helps you understand the world better?
a. Yes 358 331 385 273 312 496 371 380 296 31.2 36.8 44.1 54.6
b. Somewhat 37.7 422 334 455 393 320 347 373 341 41.6 40.3 36.9 30.6
c. Not sure 103 103 104 182 106 64 111 102 120 11.6 10.1 8.8 6.1
d. No 105 104 106 30 109 76 89 107 133 11.8 9.9 7.4 6.5
No Response 5.6 3.9 7.2 6.1 79 44 83 38 10.9 3.8 3.0 2.9 2.2
7. Do you feel your science class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Yes 370 349 389 364 312 376 323 412 259 32.0 41.2 46.4 54.6
b. Somewhat 330 363 298 303 331 312 323 331 305 35.6 345 32.8 29.8
c. Not sure 9.5 9.3 9.7 152 105 120 119 84 130 11.1 7.9 7.4 5.2
d. No 148 155 142 121 170 148 155 134 200 17.1 13.2 10.7 7.6
No Response 5.8 4.1 74 61 82 44 80 40 10.7 4.1 3.2 2.7 2.8
8. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Very hard 63.3 684 583 576 608 628 644 647 540 64.0 68.2 67.8 66.9
b. Somewhat hard 249 233 264 242 248 260 212 254 255 26.2 24.0 24.8 25.0
c. Not hard 6.1 4.2 80 121 64 68 65 59 9.5 5.9 4.7 4.7 5.6
No Response 5.7 4.1 73 61 80 44 79 40 10.9 3.9 3.1 2.7 2.6

V1. Social Studies

9. How often does your social studies teacher ask you to use maps for more than just locating places (e.g., collect evidence from maps to

support your answer)?

a. Every class 8.6 7.5 9.6 30 95 88
b. Most classes 260 269 251 394 264 276
c. Some classes 39.7 409 386 303 376 412
d. Never or hardly ever 202 208 195 212 186 18.0
No Response 5.6 3.9 7.2 6.1 80 44

12.3
29.2
321
18.0
8.3

7.5
25.1
42.1
21.5

3.8

12.0
244
33.5
20.2
9.9

10.4
29.8
37.4
18.4
4.0

6.7
26.6
42.7
21.2

2.9

5.1
21.7
47.0
24.2

2.0

7.9
21.8
49.2
19.3

1.8
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10. How often does your social studies teacher ask you to collect information from graphs or charts to explain or justify your answer?

a. Every class 9.1 76 106 121 105 88 131 7.6 13.2 10.6 7.4 5.3 7.3
b. Most classes 243 249 238 242 236 208 268 246 226 25.8 24.7 24.4 26.2
c. Some classes 394 410 379 303 368 460 360 413 324 38.4 42.8 44.9 45.4
d. Never or hardly ever 215 225 205 273 210 204 161 226 220 21.2 22.1 23.2 19.3
No Response 5.7 4.1 7.2 6.1 80 4.0 8.0 39 9.8 4.0 3.0 2.2 1.8

11. How often does your social studies teacher ask you to apply the concepts and knowledge you have learned (e.g., Economics, History,
Geography, and Civics) to solve real life problems?

a. Every class 182 175 188 152 203 164 19.2 168 19.7 18.0 18.7 155 17.3
b. Most classes 279 279 278 273 259 284 295 289 2438 29.9 28.5 21.7 31.0
c. Some classes 303 323 285 273 280 328 283 320 286 29.0 315 35.3 33.8
d. Never or hardly ever 18.1 184 179 242 181 184 151 185 173 19.3 18.4 19.5 16.2
No Response 5.5 3.9 7.0 6.1 7.7 4.0 79 38 9.6 3.8 2.9 2.0 1.7
12. How often does your social studies teacher ask you to use primary sources, such as documents, diaries, and artifacts?

a. Every class 114 100 128 6.1 137 108 145 97 13.8 13.6 10.1 9.1 8.6
b. Most classes 256 249 261 273 238 240 247 268 238 24.6 26.2 29.4 31.2
c. Some classes 357 376 340 455 331 396 334 375 290 34.9 38.7 39.8 43.9
d. Never or hardly ever 217 235 201 152 215 212 196 223 235 23.0 22.2 19.7 14.9
No Response 55 4.0 70 61 79 44 79 38 10.0 3.8 2.8 1.9 1.5
13. How often does your social studies teacher ask you to explain why there are often different interpretations of the same event?

a. Every class 156 151 161 152 16.0 184 197 146 16.1 16.4 14.7 14.7 20.6
b. Most classes 316 321 312 394 286 300 304 337 262 30.2 34.3 36.4 38.4
c. Some classes 323 336 311 303 311 388 288 333 295 324 34.4 35.2 31.0
d. Never or hardly ever 146 151 141 6.1 159 80 128 143 176 17.0 13.5 11.7 8.4

No Response 5.9 4.2 7.5 91 84 48 83 4.0 10.7 4.1 3.1 2.0 15
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14. How often do you learn about Geography in your social studies class?
a. Every class 111 94 128 30 135 76 128 96 16.3 13.6 9.5 4.6 5.0
b. Most classes 249 246 251 212 259 272 258 240 265 28.3 24.3 20.1 19.6
c. Some classes 395 423 369 485 350 416 363 426 290 37.2 44.1 48.1 50.3
d. Never or hardly ever 189 195 182 212 175 192 172 199 183 17.0 19.0 25.3 23.6
No Response 5.6 4.2 7.1 6.1 81 44 79 38 9.9 3.9 3.1 2.0 15
15. How often do you learn about Civics and Government in your social studies class?
a. Every class 20.7 217 19.7 152 233 200 239 186 21.2 23.1 20.7 15.5 19.1
b. Most classes 369 384 36 364 328 364 366 396 305 35.5 39.3 45.6 45.0
c. Some classes 283 286 279 364 263 324 238 299 248 28.4 30.2 30.3 29.4
d. Never or hardly ever 8.4 7.4 9.4 6.1 94 6.8 78 8.0 13.3 8.9 6.8 6.7 4.8
No Response 5.7 3.9 74 61 81 44 80 39 10.2 4.0 3.0 1.9 1.7
16. How often do you learn about Economics in your social studies class?
a. Every class 141 137 144 152 164 100 16.0 125 179 15.2 13.1 10.7 10.1
b. Most classes 309 306 311 333 286 308 301 324 246 31.7 331 335 36.1
c. Some classes 353 374 333 364 330 408 328 36.8 309 35.1 37.6 39.5 36.8
d. Never or hardly ever 141 144 139 91 141 140 131 144 167 13.9 13.2 14.3 15.3
No Response 5.7 4.0 7.3 6.1 80 44 8.0 39 10.0 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.7
17. How often do you learn about History in your social studies class?
a. Every class 521 569 476 485 500 59.2 518 532 430 514 55.3 59.8 65.7
b. Most classes 265 254 275 364 241 264 230 284 233 27.4 28.4 27.8 24.6
c. Some classes 119 111 128 91 135 7.6 126 111 16.0 133 10.9 8.2 6.6
d. Never or hardly ever 3.8 2.7 4.9 00 43 28 47 34 7.6 4.1 2.5 2.0 1.7
No Response 5.6 4.0 72 61 81 40 79 38 10.1 3.8 2.9 2.2 1.5
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18. Do you feel your social studies class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP social studies test?
a. Yes 335 312 357 394 318 320 342 345 300 32.9 34.4 39.2 40.4
b. Somewhat 348 382 317 303 333 388 328 359 299 35.1 37.0 36.7 40.8
c. Notsure 120 119 120 152 125 116 118 117 141 13.0 11.9 9.9 6.3
d. No 140 146 134 91 143 128 132 140 159 15.2 13.6 12.3 10.4
No Response 5.7 4.1 72 61 81 48 80 39 10.1 3.8 3.1 1.9 2.1
19. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP social studies test?
a. Very hard 634 686 584 576 617 640 634 644 555 62.1 67.9 66.6 73.6
b. Somewhat hard 246 230 261 303 234 248 225 256 233 27.1 24.6 26.0 21.3
c. Not hard 6.4 4.4 83 61 70 68 62 6.1 11.2 7.0 4.5 5.2 3.3
No Response 5.6 4.0 7.1 6.1 7.9 4.4 7.9 3.9 9.9 3.8 2.9 2.2 1.8
A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female
A.A. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male

A. - Asian 3 - Meets the Standard
H. - Hispanic 4 - Exceeds the Standard
C. - Caucasian 5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.
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I. Opportunity to Learn

1. How often do you talk about what you have learned in school with someone at home?

a. Almost every day 341 379 304 400 322 318 251 36.0
b. Once a week 305 313 297 371 272 356 280 320
c. Once a month 13.0 123 136 114 134 117 151 126
d. Never 136 116 156 114 166 11.3 144 123
No Response 8.7 69 106 0.0 107 96 174 7.0

2. Do your parents (or your guardian) encourage you to do your best in school?

a. Yes 813 828 79.7 857 793 816 705 832
b. Somewhat 8.7 9.3 81 143 85 88 108 85
c. No 1.4 1.1 16 00 16 04 13 1.3
No Response 8.7 6.8 106 0.0 106 92 174 7.0

3. How much time do you spend on your homework each day?

a. One hour or more 381 450 313 486 364 632 346 38.0
b. A half hour 39.1 372 410 343 389 226 365 403
c. | don't have homework. 7.2 6.5 78 114 81 21 51 7.1
d. I don't do my homework. 6.7 4.3 91 57 59 29 59 7.3
No Response 8.9 70 108 0.0 106 92 178 7.3

4. How much television do you watch each weekday?

a. Two hours or more 43.3 425 441 457 555 322 437 38.0
b. About an hour 29.1 307 275 286 198 31.0 289 335
c¢. About a half hour 128 130 125 200 94 155 6.8 147
d. None 5.9 6.8 5.1 57 46 121 3.2 6.5

No Response 8.9 70 108 0.0 108 92 174 7.2
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5. Do you have a computer at home that you can use?
a. Yes 799 818 780 943 69.7 854 624 86.0
b. No 112 114 110 57 194 54 202 6.8
No Response 8.9 6.8 11.0 00 109 92 174 7.2

If you answered "No" to question 5, you may skip
question 6. If you answered "Yes" to question 5,
please answer the next question:

6. How often do you use the computer at home for learning?

a. Almost every day 211 210 211 171 156 393 149 234
b. Once or twice a week 30.1 330 272 429 265 326 231 322
¢. Once or twice a month 217 220 214 200 207 117 195 229
d. Never 110 85 135 171 134 33 115 101
No Response 16.2 155 169 29 237 13.0 310 114

7. Does your school have computers that you can use?

a. Yes 88.7 920 854 971 86.1 887 803 90.7
b. No 2.3 1.0 36 29 29 21 15 2.1
No Response 9.0 70 110 00 110 92 183 7.2

If you answered "No" to question 7, you may skip
question 8. If you answered "Yes" to question 7,
please answer the next question:
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8. How often do you use the computer in school for learning?
a. Almost every day 16,1 158 164 200 212 180 155 136
b. Once or twice a week 192 185 198 200 212 218 168 183
c. Once or twice a month 375 411 338 486 308 364 338 410
d. Never 178 171 185 114 150 142 155 196
No Response 9.5 74 115 00 118 96 185 75
9. How important is it to you to do well in school?
a. Very important 706 777 636 800 745 782 66.0 688
b. Somewhat important 165 132 198 171 116 105 134 194
c. Not sure 2.8 1.8 39 29 23 13 25 3.2
d. Not important 1.1 04 18 00 07 04 04 1.5
No Response 8.9 6.8 109 00 109 96 176 7.1
Il. Reading
10. How much time do you usually spend reading in preparation for your English class each day?
a. One hour or more 8.6 9.9 73 57 11.2 105 55 7.6 105 8.7 8.2 8.7 8.5
b. About 30 minutes 244 279 208 257 269 289 240 230 252 257 237 301 331
d. About 15 minutes 246 256 236 257 219 238 261 258 251 250 250 227 282
e. None 334 295 372 429 290 276 268 363 236 329 369 333 254
No Response 9.0 70 110 0.0 110 92 176 7.3 156 7.6 6.2 5.2 4.9
11. How often do you read at home?
a. Almost every day 255 31.3 197 429 268 356 136 253 159 196 28.1 437 493
b. Once or twice a week 238 260 216 86 223 280 227 245 198 225 253 252 303
c. Once or twice a month 166 166 16.7 200 172 159 206 160 166 187 166 159 106
d. Never or hardly ever 251 191 311 286 228 105 251 269 321 315 238 107 49
No Response 9.0 71 109 00 110 100 180 72 157 7.6 6.2 4.5 4.9
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12. How often does your teacher ask you to discuss with other students about what you have read in your English class?
a. Almost every day 219 237 202 257 230 234 206 215 187 194 227 346 345
b. Once or twice a week 307 317 296 286 292 331 276 315 230 305 326 346 401
c. Once or twice a month 156 155 156 17.1 139 176 149 163 145 152 166 136 113
d. Never or hardly ever 228 221 235 286 231 163 189 233 283 272 218 123 9.2
No Response 9.0 70 110 00 108 96 180 73 154 1.7 6.3 4.9 4.9
13. How often does your teacher ask you to write about what you have read in your English class?
a. Almost every day 25.7 271 242 343 29.0 172 244 245 265 253 257 294 289
b. Once or twice a week 355 354 3B6 371 319 427 304 374 261 332 385 421 486
c. Once or twice a month 189 199 179 171 161 230 187 201 147 202 200 184 155
d. Never or hardly ever 108 105 110 114 118 79 87 106 167 135 94 55 2.1
No Response 9.2 71 112 00 112 92 178 74 159 7.8 6.4 4.5 4.9
14. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Yes 39.7 413 382 486 333 389 308 436 247 314 442 650 669
b. Somewhat 348 365 330 286 358 318 335 346 318 375 366 230 239
c. Not sure 6.5 59 70 114 6.7 105 98 58 111 86 51 3.6 1.4
d. No 9.5 86 103 114 124 84 81 82 164 140 7.2 3.6 2.1
No Response 9.6 77 115 00 118 105 178 7.7 160 85 6.8 4.9 5.6
15. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP reading test?
a. Very hard 66.6 73.1 60.0 771 654 640 611 677 554 671 699 722 768
b. Somewhat hard 207 176 237 229 201 247 183 210 236 214 204 188 17.6
c. Not hard 3.6 2.1 51 00 32 21 28 4.0 5.2 3.7 3.3 4.5 0.7
No Response 9.1 71 112 00 112 92 178 74 157 7.8 6.4 4.5 4.9
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1. Writing
16. How often does your English teacher give lessons about how to be a good writer?
a. Almost every day 36.8 394 342 457 426 276 378 342 285 368 382 365 369
b. Once or twice a week 325 323 327 314 265 414 253 356 180 267 342 372 369
c. Once or twice a month 150 153 147 143 130 180 119 161 126 158 150 154 189
d. Never or hardly ever 6.5 59 72 86 66 38 7.2 66 141 83 6.2 51 0.9
No Response 9.2 71 113 00 113 92 178 74 267 124 6.3 5.7 6.5
17. How often do you have writing homework?
a. Almost every day 16,0 173 147 257 199 16.7 163 140 154 176 158 157 175
b. Once or twice a week 389 387 391 371 370 431 384 397 216 331 406 441 493
c. Once or twice a month 223 236 210 257 172 230 159 253 118 179 236 259 240
d. Never or hardly ever 135 133 138 114 142 75 115 137 249 191 135 85 2.8
No Response 9.2 71 113 00 117 96 178 7.3 262 123 64 5.8 6.5
18. How often do you plan, draft, and revise your writing?
a. Almost always 456 539 373 543 416 473 306 488 136 28.6 487 58.7 66.4
b. Sometimes 260 241 279 200 268 264 340 249 275 302 265 230 16.1
c. Only if it is requested 153 126 180 229 164 151 138 149 198 211 155 107 111
d. Never or hardly ever 3.9 2.3 56 29 42 21 40 3.9 126 7.7 3.1 1.8 0.0
No Response 9.2 71 112 00 111 92 176 75 265 123 6.3 5.8 6.5
19. Do you feel you have been prepared to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Yes 56.7 605 529 629 535 510 482 592 296 447 590 681 710
b. Somewhat 240 239 240 229 238 255 21.0 242 201 261 258 204 203
c. Not sure 4.9 4.1 56 86 49 84 72 44 116 6.2 4.7 2.7 1.8
d. No 5.4 4.5 6.2 57 65 59 59 48 121 107 43 3.0 0.5
No Response 9.1 71 112 00 113 92 176 74 267 123 6.3 5.7 6.5
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20. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP writing test?
a. Very hard 716 783 648 857 702 690 658 728 416 604 755 80.0 829
b. Somewhat hard 159 129 190 143 147 176 140 166 231 206 158 123 9.2
¢. Not hard 3.3 1.7 49 00 37 4.2 2.3 3.2 8.5 6.6 2.5 1.9 1.4
No Response 9.2 71 113 00 114 92 178 74 267 124 6.2 5.8 6.5
1V. Mathematics
21. How often do you have mathematics homework?
a. Almost every day 55.0 573 527 60.0 483 657 439 587 384 538 59.2 652 759
b. Once or twice a week 240 249 231 171 263 197 276 229 272 268 265 194 130
¢. Once or twice a month 4.4 3.8 50 114 6.0 2.5 4.7 3.7 7.6 4.8 3.4 2.4 2.4
d. Never or hardly ever 7.3 6.8 78 114 82 29 5.9 7.2 138 8.0 5.2 4.1 3.0
No Response 9.2 7.1 11.3 0.0 113 9.2 1738 7.5 129 6.6 5.8 8.9 5.7
22. How often do you use a graphing calculator in your mathematics class?
a. Almost every day 535 576 495 629 485 536 423 569 423 523 594 593 641
b. Once or twice a week 188 180 195 200 198 218 191 181 192 197 186 19.0 189
¢. Once or twice a month 7.4 6.9 79 0.0 8.4 79 7.6 6.9 10.1 8.8 6.1 5.7 49
d. Never or hardly ever 11.0 104 117 171 119 75 127 106 153 129 99 7.5 6.4
No Response 9.3 7.2 114 0.0 113 9.2 183 7.5 131 6.3 6.1 8.6 5.7
23. When do you use a graphing calculator in your mathematics class?
a Only whenmy teacherallows 5o 0y 37,4 314 391 397 391 386 371 301 40.6 382 42.3
me to use it
b. Any time | want to use it 38.0 404 356 429 342 385 265 409 312 392 412 407 428
c. l'only use it to check my oo o0 74 143 77 88 85 62 86 66 61 86 57
answers
d. | never use it 7.1 5.9 83 114 76 38 8.1 6.9 10.1 8.6 6.0 41 3.8
No Response 9.2 7.1 11.3 0.0 114 9.2 1738 7.4 129 6.5 6.0 8.4 55
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24. When you receive a mathematics assignment, what does your teacher usually do?
S'r OSbe];JnV;ISyOU how to solve the g3 573 312 286 338 230 369 267 398 310 268 204 229
b. Ask you to work yourself to
solve the problems 192 169 214 143 169 209 130 208 192 192 194 180 2138
c. Ask you to work by yourself
or in a small group to solve the
problems and then discuss the 419 481 357 571 372 460 321 448 278 427 473 527 49.6
solutions with the whole class.
No Response 9.7 76 118 00 121 100 180 7.7 132 7.2 6.5 8.9 5.8
25.When you receive a mathematics assignment, does your teacher usually encourage you to try different approaches to solve the
problems?
a. Yes 421 422 419 371 459 460 433 400 455 438 405 389 435
b. Sometimes 369 385 352 571 328 393 301 392 298 37.0 406 429 408
c. Never or hardly ever 118 120 115 57 99 54 85 133 115 128 130 96 100
No Response 9.3 72 113 00 114 92 180 75 131 64 6.0 8.6 5.7
26. How often does your teacher ask you to explain your answers when solving mathematics problems?
a. Almost every day 59.1 60.8 575 714 598 615 533 591 528 611 631 616 618
b. Once or twice a week 187 188 185 257 171 180 168 196 177 192 188 198 203
c. Once or twice a month 59 6.2 56 00 49 42 57 6.5 6.4 6.3 5.7 5.0 5.8
d. Never 7.0 7.0 69 29 67 71 6.2 7.2 9.8 6.8 6.3 5.0 6.2
No Response 94 72 116 00 115 92 180 76 133 6.5 6.0 8.6 5.8
27. Do you feel your mathematics class has prepared you to do your best on the DSTP mathematics test?
a. Yes 314 295 333 229 260 418 225 344 241 217 318 441 585
b. Somewhat 331 361 301 400 343 326 344 323 300 368 372 319 258
c. Not sure 7.6 7.1 81 86 75 38 119 74 105 87 7.7 4.9 3.4
d. No 185 200 170 286 205 121 132 183 221 263 172 104 6.8
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No Response 9.4 72 116 00 117 96 180 75 133 6.6 6.1 8.8 5.6
28. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP mathematics test?
a. Very hard 66.3 723 603 743 630 686 580 685 552 661 729 715 744
b. Somewhat hard 195 176 214 229 206 163 204 190 228 226 180 173 150
c. Not hard 4.9 3.1 67 29 49 59 38 5.0 8.9 4.7 3.1 2.6 5.0
No Response 9.3 71 115 00 115 92 178 75 131 6.6 6.0 8.6 5.7
A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female
A.A. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male
A. - Asian 3 - Meets the Standard
H. - Hispanic 4 - Exceeds the Standard
C. - Caucasian 5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.
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I. Opportunity to Learn

1. How often do you talk about what you have learned in school with someone at home?

a. Almost every day 60.3 655 551 641 606 576 605 60.1
b. Once or twice a week 226 211 240 231 214 265 212 234
c. Once or twice a month 6.7 5.2 8.2 5.1 6.1 7.8 6.3 7.2
d. Never 9.2 71 114 77 106 74 94 8.5
No Response 1.2 1.0 1.3 0.0 1.3 0.8 2.5 0.9

2. Do your parents (or your guardian) encourage you to do your best in school?

a. Yes 941 951 93.0 100.0 943 938 920 943
b. Somewhat 3.7 31 44 00 2.9 51 42 41
c. No 09 06 1.2 00 13 08 09 07
No Response 1.3 1.2 1.4 0.0 15 0.4 2.9 0.9

3. How much time do you spend on your homework each weekday?

a. One hour or more 280 282 277 333 279 339 302 272
b. About a half hour 673 675 670 615 655 638 637 692
c. I don't have homework 2.6 2.5 2.7 2.6 3.7 1.9 2.0 2.0
d. I don't do my homework 06 03 09 00 10 00 06 04
No Response 1.7 16 1.7 2.6 1.9 0.4 3.5 12
4. How much television do you watch each weekday?

a. Two hours or more 471 433 510 333 571 261 469 425
b. About an hour 25.0 26.7 233 410 177 296 289 282
c. About a half hour 194 211 178 205 170 30.0 159 209
d. None 72 78 65 26 66 140 58 74

No Response 1.3 11 15 2.6 1.6 0.4 2.5 0.9
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5. Do you have a computer at home that you can use?

a. Yes 79.6 801 79.2 897 741 911 598 859
b. No 189 186 192 103 242 86 374 129
No Response 15 14 1.7 0.0 1.8 0.4 2.8 1.2

If you answered "No" to question 5, you may skip
question 6. If you answered "Yes" to question 5, please
answer the next question.

6. How often do you use the computer at home for learning?

a. Almost every day 165 194 136 179 201 16.0 150 147
b. Once or twice a week 245 282 209 359 206 36.6 20.2 26.9
c. Once or twice a month 188 18.0 196 179 136 226 11.0 23.2
d. Never 222 168 276 179 235 163 196 223
No Response 179 175 183 103 222 86 342 129

7. Does your school have computers that you can use?

a. Yes 947 951 944 974 940 938 927 956
b. No 30 27 32 00 32 51 34 27
No Response 2.3 2.2 2.4 2.6 2.8 1.2 3.9 1.8

If you answered "No" to question 7, you may skip
question 8. If you answered "Yes" to question 7, please
answer the next question.
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8. How often do you use the computer in school for learning?

a. Almost every day 188 180 196 154 222 125 221 16.6
b. Once or twice a week 451 4777 424 538 417 498 457 46.6
c. Once or twice a month 176 171 180 128 152 183 136 19.7
d. Never 142 128 155 179 164 136 128 131
No Response 4.4 4.3 45 0.0 4.6 5.8 5.8 4.0
9. How important is it to you to do well in school?

a. Very important 89.8 925 871 923 906 918 895 892
b. Somewhat important 40 28 52 26 32 31 33 47
c. Not sure 39 28 49 26 34 43 43 41
d. Not important 0.5 0.2 0.8 00 06 04 03 0.5
No Response 1.8 16 2.1 2.6 2.3 0.4 2.6 15
I1. Science

10. How often do you have science homework?

a. Almost every day 84 78 89 103 107 47 116 66 265 174 9.0 51 5.3
b. Once or twice a week 30.7 311 303 46.2 303 370 342 298 214 310 311 313 290
c. Once or twice a month 255 249 261 205 189 331 180 305 162 106 214 321 401
d. Never 332 341 322 205 376 230 329 312 256 383 363 294 248
No Response 22 20 25 26 25 23 33 19 103 27 23 20 09

11. How often do you actually use scientific equipment (e.g., balances, rulers, thermometers, hand lenses, etc.) in your science class?

a. Almost every day 29.2 285 298 179 289 253 286 297 419 339 281 291 308
b. Once or twice a week 335 342 329 487 313 354 347 343 214 298 323 362 37.2
c. Once or twice a month 183 185 181 154 161 222 128 204 128 126 173 21.2 209
d. Never 174 173 175 179 217 163 205 142 145 213 208 121 10.2

No Response 1.7 1.5 1.8 0.0 1.9 08 34 1.3 94 25 1.6 1.4 09
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12. How often do you share your ideas and reports with students in your class?
a. Almost every day 314 332 296 385 359 257 329 287 350 374 329 279 281
b. Once or twice a week 306 321 292 385 271 358 304 324 162 250 29.2 334 36.0
c. Once or twice a month 176 172 180 7.7 139 233 147 201 179 108 153 215 238
d. Never 185 158 212 154 208 140 188 174 231 239 207 155 117
No Response 1.8 1.7 2.0 0.0 2.3 1.2 3.2 14 7.7 2.8 1.8 1.7 0.5
13. In your science class, how often does your teacher ask you to write explanations in your journals or notebooks?
a. Almost every day 434 43.0 438 359 483 393 449 404 470 505 443 408 406
b. Once or twice a week 287 301 273 385 261 346 270 302 171 239 279 310 320
c. Once or twice a month 10.2 100 104 128 81 113 87 117 85 67 91 122 132
d. Never 157 151 163 128 151 140 159 16.2 19.7 16.0 168 142 132
No Response 20 18 22 00 24 08 35 16 77 28 19 18 10
14. Do you think what you have learned in your science classes helps you to understand the world better?
a. Yes 705 705 704 795 715 751 773 682 667 793 715 686 658
b. Somewhat 150 155 145 103 119 156 94 179 6.0 6.2 126 187 240
c. Not sure 95 94 96 51 106 82 76 93 128 90 107 81 65
d. No 24 18 29 26 31 04 16 21 51 27 25 21 1.6
No Response 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.6 2.9 0.8 4.1 2.5 94 2.8 2.7 2.5 2.0
15. Do you feel being your science class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Yes 783 793 773 897 798 770 781 775 66.7 801 792 784 751
b. Somewhat 108 108 108 77 75 140 82 132 60 55 91 133 170
c. Not sure 70 67 73 26 79 74 91 61 120 94 76 52 6.1
d. No 26 21 32 00 35 16 19 24 103 32 28 24 14
No Response 12 11 13 00 14 00 27 08 51 18 13 06 04
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16. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Very hard 905 933 879 897 893 926 884 916 573 840 90.7 936 916
b. Somewhat hard 62 44 80 77 64 54 62 61 171 83 60 49 72
c. Not hard 19 12 27 26 29 19 24 13 205 51 19 08 06
No Response 1.3 12 15 00 15 00 29 10 51 25 14 07 06
I11. Social Studies
17-21 How often does your teacher ask you to do the following when you have a social studies class?
17. Use maps to locate places
a. Every class 16.2 166 158 128 202 97 185 138 261 188 143 115 126
b. Most classes 330 339 321 385 272 432 278 368 200 269 352 437 490
c. Some classes 390 382 398 333 369 389 417 398 348 393 401 394 358
d. Never 104 100 107 128 141 82 91 85 165 136 94 46 23
No Response 1.4 1.2 1.6 2.6 1.6 0.0 2.9 11 2.5 1.5 1.1 0.9 0.3
18. Use maps to explain your answers (e.g., collect information from maps to support your answer)
a. Every class 16.8 170 166 256 212 132 196 137 265 196 150 116 119
b. Most classes 29.6 300 293 231 261 296 278 322 221 267 315 327 363
c. Some classes 385 39.0 379 359 341 428 374 410 299 356 402 445 412
d. Never 129 119 138 103 159 128 111 114 16.7 152 118 101 9.8
No Response 23 21 24 51 28 16 41 16 49 29 15 11 08
19. Collect information from graphs or charts to explain or justify your answers
a. Every class 202 202 203 179 261 148 243 163 301 251 180 138 119
b. Most classes 350 349 350 538 316 362 329 372 267 319 371 37.7 423
c. Some classes 337 346 327 231 295 401 316 363 285 306 348 392 379
d. Never 90 85 95 51 104 82 76 85 107 97 86 82 75
No Response 2.1 1.7 2.5 0.0 2.3 0.8 3.6 1.7 4.0 2.7 1.5 11 0.5
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20. Use what you have learned in social studies (e.g., economics, history, geography, and civics) to solve real life problems.
a. Every class 207 211 204 179 251 160 241 178 284 229 191 173 175
b. Most classes 25,6 259 253 231 225 280 257 273 199 245 266 288 265
c. Some classes 328 328 328 462 282 389 313 354 267 306 345 355 36.1
d. Never 187 185 189 128 216 163 152 178 204 196 182 172 19.1
No Response 2.2 1.7 2.6 0.0 2.7 0.8 3.6 1.7 4.6 2.5 1.6 11 0.8
21. Use primary sources, such as documents, diaries, and artifacts
a. Every class 105 105 105 154 141 105 128 79 200 123 86 6.9 85
b. Most classes 20.7 208 20.7 256 199 210 220 210 210 204 207 210 222
c. Some classes 382 385 378 436 331 412 381 410 279 356 399 444 430
d. Never 281 281 282 128 300 265 232 282 264 286 289 264 258
No Response 25 21 28 26 30 08 39 20 46 31 19 12 05
22-25 How often do you learn about the following content in your social studies class?
22. Geography
a. Every class 148 148 147 154 179 140 152 129 264 169 120 117 155
b. Most classes 248 243 253 231 222 265 259 260 198 228 250 286 36.1
c. Some classes 40.2 409 395 487 353 440 385 432 309 371 430 445 389
d. Never 189 186 192 103 231 156 172 169 201 219 190 144 85
No Response 1.3 14 1.3 2.6 15 0.0 3.2 1.0 2.8 1.3 1.0 0.8 1.0
23. Civics and Government
a. Every class 124 132 116 128 155 109 135 104 200 153 102 104 82
b. Most classes 248 247 249 333 218 276 235 266 210 224 255 295 299
c. Some classes 411 415 40.7 410 369 444 392 438 320 36.7 436 468 47.2
d. Never 200 192 208 128 237 171 206 179 236 239 194 128 142
No Response 17 14 19 00 21 00 32 13 33 18 14 05 05
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24. Economics 97 93 102 51 126 93 117 77 212 118 74 65 64
a. Every class 207 211 203 205 199 195 210 211 169 199 210 249 211
b. Most classes 40.0 405 395 436 336 432 397 437 301 351 421 476 513
c. Some classes 276 274 278 282 318 268 243 257 286 314 278 200 19.6
d. Never 20 18 22 26 21 12 34 17 33 19 18 10 15
No Response
25. History
a. Every class 230 228 233 205 248 132 251 221 268 242 227 191 219
b. Most classes 294 298 289 308 265 296 280 313 225 269 302 356 358
c. Some classes 339 343 335 385 318 475 327 346 319 322 345 373 348
d. Never 113 111 116 77 143 89 109 98 153 142 105 70 64
No Response 24 21 26 26 25 08 34 21 35 25 22 10 10
26. Do you feel your social studies class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP social studies test?
a. Yes 774 776 773 897 784 755 766 770 733 805 769 783 753
b. Somewhat 10.7 110 104 77 80 113 83 128 79 66 119 143 193
c. Not sure 7.9 8.0 7.7 2.6 85 113 105 6.9 118 9.0 7.6 51 3.1
d. No 27 22 32 00 35 16 18 25 44 26 27 17 21
No Response 1.2 11 1.3 0.0 1.6 0.4 2.7 0.8 2.6 14 0.9 0.5 0.3
27. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP social studies test?
a. Very hard 912 934 891 949 905 922 885 921 801 915 927 937 96.1
b. Somewhat hard 60 43 76 26 60 70 65 58 102 60 56 51 31
c. Not hard 15 10 20 26 20 04 20 12 72 13 08 05 05
No Response 1.2 1.2 1.3 0.0 15 0.4 2.9 0.8 2.5 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.3
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A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female
A.A. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male
A. - Asian 3 - Meets the Standard

H. - Hispanic 4 - Exceeds the Standard

C. - Caucasian 5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.
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I. Opportunity to Learn

1. How often do you talk about what you have learned in school with someone at home?

a. Almost every day 521 56.2 481 69.2 492 50.9 456 5438
b. Once or twice a week 275 266 284 192 269 341 275 276
c. Once or twice a month 9.1 83 100 38 101 81 106 84
d. Never 9.5 80 110 77 118 62 129 78
No Response 1.7 1.0 2.4 0.0 2.0 0.7 3.4 1.3
2. Do your parents (or your guardian) encourage you to do your best in school?

a. Yes 927 937 917 1000 911 941 925 936
b. Somewhat 4.7 4.8 4.6 0.0 5.6 44 3.7 4.3
c. No 0.8 0.4 1.2 0.0 1.1 0.7 0.3 0.7
No Response 1.8 1.0 2.5 0.0 2.1 0.7 3.6 14
3. How much time do you spend on your homework each weekday?

a. One hour or more 341 372 312 500 309 414 349 355
b. About a half hour 606 596 615 46.2 627 575 572 60.1
c. I don't have homework 1.9 1.3 2.5 3.8 2.4 0.4 1.7 1.8
d. I don't do my homework 1.4 0.8 2.0 0.0 1.7 0.0 2.4 1.1
No Response 2.0 1.1 2.8 0.0 2.3 0.7 3.8 1.5
4. How much television do you watch each weekday?

a. Two hours or more 493 482 504 423 625 333 499 421
b. About one hour 29.1 304 278 423 191 37.0 30.0 345
c. About a half hour 141 151 131 7.7 107 139 130 16.3
d. None 5.6 5.2 6.0 7.7 54 150 33 5.6

No Response 1.9 1.1 2.7 0.0 2.3 0.7 3.7 1.5
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5. Do you have a computer at home that you can use?

a. Yes 821 835 807 846 752 930 648 883
b. No 16,0 154 167 154 224 6.2 314 103
No Response 1.9 1.1 2.6 0.0 2.3 0.7 3.8 1.4

If you answered "No" to question 7, you may skip
question 8. If you answered "Yes" to question 7,
please answer the next question.

6. How often do you use the computer at home for learning?

a. Almost every day 157 179 137 192 173 176 137 150
b. Once or twice a week 295 332 259 385 258 421 269 314
c. Once or twice a month 239 222 256 269 194 249 139 281
d. Never 177 137 215 77 200 84 183 16.7
No Response 132 130 134 77 176 70 272 88
7. Does your school have computers that you can use?

a. Yes 949 964 935 96.2 939 960 928 9538
b. No 3.0 2.3 3.6 3.8 35 3.3 3.2 2.6
No Response 2.1 1.3 2.9 0.0 2.6 0.7 4.0 1.6

If you answered "No" to question 7, you may skip
question 8. If you answered "Yes" to question 7,
please answer the next question.

8. How often do you use the computer in school for learning?

a. Almost every day 145 129 16.0 7.7 152 139 156 13.9
b. Once or twice a week 325 337 313 231 337 355 323 317
c¢. Once or twice a month 286 296 277 46.2 239 286 252 319
d. Never 211 214 208 231 230 205 221 198

No Response 3.3 2.4 4.3 0.0 4.1 1.5 4.9 2.7
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9. How important is it to you to do well in school?
a. Very important 854 89.2 816 808 864 894 848 84.7
b. Somewhat important 9.0 72 107 115 75 8.4 8.7 10.0
c. Not sure 2.8 2.1 3.6 3.8 2.8 1.1 2.2 3.1
d. Not important 0.9 0.5 1.2 3.8 1.0 0.4 0.8 0.8
No Response 1.9 1.0 2.8 0.0 24 0.7 3.6 1.5
Il. Science
10. How often do you have science homework?
a. Almost every day 224 230 217 269 211 253 314 216 261 240 218 225 216
b. Once or twice a week 455 453 457 538 454 520 425 457 330 442 463 468 489
c. Once or twice a month 173 180 166 77 158 161 115 192 93 132 176 195 234
d. Never 127 124 131 115 149 59 110 120 217 159 129 101 56
No Response 2.1 1.3 2.8 0.0 2.8 0.7 3.6 1.5 9.8 2.8 1.3 1.2 0.5

11. How often do you actually use scientific equipment (e.g., balances, rulers, thermometers, hand lenses, etc.) in your science class?

a. Almost every day 28.0
b. Once or twice a week 38.2
c. Once or twice a month 19.1
d. Never 12.5
No Response 2.2

12. How often do you share your ideas and reports with students in your class?

a. Almost every day 33.8
b. Once or twice a week 31.8
c. Once or twice a month 17.1
d. Never 15.1

No Response 2.2

28.1
39.4
18.4
12.8
1.4

36.3
31.6
17.2
13.6
1.4

28.0
37.1
19.8
12.2
3.0

31.5
32.0
17.0
16.6
3.0

26.9
50.0
11.5
11.5
0.0

46.2
15.4
26.9
11.5
0.0

25.7
36.3
194
15.9
2.7

35.0
30.3
14.6
17.4
2.8

26.0
42.9
18.7
11.7
0.7

31.5
36.3
19.4
12.1
0.7

22.9
39.5
18.0
15.8
3.8

29.8
32.2
16.0
18.4
3.7

30.3

39.0
19.1
9.9
1.7

33.8
32.5
18.6
13.5
1.7

26.1
24.3
154
241
10.0

27.8
241
14.1
241
9.8

26.1
34.3
17.9
19.0
2.7

321
31.0
13.8
20.3
29

27.2
39.1
20.4
11.9
1.5

33.3
324
17.8
15.1
1.4

32.6

42.8
16.6
6.7
1.3

38.5
30.8
18.3
11.2
1.3

31.8

42.0
18.5
7.1
0.5

37.7

35.1
18.5
8.0
0.7
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13. In your science class, how often does your teacher ask you to write explanations in your journals or notebooks?
a. Almost every day 62.7 643 610 46.2 632 630 648 621 470 600 644 645 635
b. Once or twice a week 224 224 223 308 212 245 207 232 211 221 218 229 264
c. Once or twice a month 5.2 49 5.6 0.0 4.7 6.2 4.7 5.6 8.3 5.8 5.0 4.6 5.0
d. Never 7.4 6.8 79 192 1.7 5.1 59 75 13.0 94 7.0 6.6 4.6
No Response 2.3 15 3.2 3.8 3.1 1.1 4.0 1.7 107 27 1.7 1.4 0.5
14. Do you think what you have learned in your science classes helps you to understand the world better?
a. Yes 512 490 533 50.0 505 593 600 499 543 527 511 507 497
b. Somewhat 344 377 311 462 322 308 258 371 178 290 36.0 377 382
c. Not sure 7.8 8.0 7.6 0.0 8.5 5.9 7.0 7.7 8.9 9.9 7.6 6.4 7.5
d. No 3.9 3.4 4.3 3.8 54 2.6 2.4 3.2 8.9 5.2 3.2 34 3.4
No Response 2.8 1.9 3.6 0.0 34 15 4.7 22 100 32 2.1 1.8 1.2
15. Do you feel your science class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Yes 62.2 607 635 692 581 582 627 648 578 599 616 665 67.7
b. Somewhat 245 270 220 192 266 289 220 233 150 230 262 229 237
c. Not sure 6.2 5.7 6.7 115 64 7.3 8.6 57 107 8.0 6.1 5.2 3.6
d. No 52 54 4.9 0.0 6.6 4.8 2.8 4.7 7.6 6.6 5.0 4.0 4.6
No Response 2.0 1.1 2.8 0.0 2.3 0.7 4.0 1.5 8.9 2.5 1.2 1.3 0.4
16. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Very hard 850 890 812 808 841 850 843 857 652 825 865 875 892
b. Somewhat hard 108 85 130 115 103 136 101 110 170 116 104 100 97
c. Not hard 2.2 1.3 3.1 7.7 3.1 0.7 1.9 1.7 8.9 3.3 1.8 1.3 0.7
No Response 2.0 1.2 2.8 0.0 2.4 0.7 3.7 1.6 8.9 2.7 1.3 1.2 0.4
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I11. Social Studies
17-21 How often does your teacher ask you to do the following when you have a social studies class?

17. Use maps for more than just locating places (e.g., collect evidence from maps to support your answer)

a. Every class 173 171 175 115 222 168 203 139 250 203 151 125 7.0
b. Most classes 399 414 386 385 371 410 406 415 296 377 434 398 423
c. Some classes 345 348 341 462 311 370 305 369 289 339 352 379 453
d. Never 6.2 55 6.9 3.8 6.9 4.4 4.7 6.1 9.0 6.4 5.4 8.9 5.5
No Response 2.1 1.2 3.0 0.0 2.7 0.7 3.8 1.6 7.4 1.7 0.9 0.9 0.0

18. Collect information from graphs or charts to explain or justify your answers

a. Every class 152 151 153 7.7 203 143 161 120 258 186 126 85 3.0
b. Most classes 337 349 325 385 334 322 351 337 275 349 342 332 373
c. Some classes 394 401 386 462 343 414 354 429 282 350 431 46.0 50.2
d. Never 9.8 88 107 7.7 94 114 96 99 107 99 93 115 95
No Response 2.0 1.1 2.9 0.0 2.5 0.7 3.8 1.5 7.7 1.6 0.8 0.8 0.0

19. Apply the concepts and knowledge you have learned in social studies (e.g., economics, history, geography, and civics) to solve
real life problems

a. Every class 232 228 236 154 272 260 216 209 263 240 226 213 204
b. Most classes 332 332 332 462 304 377 342 345 274 332 343 332 388
c. Some classes 308 325 293 231 282 264 324 324 264 311 314 342 294
d. Never 107 105 11.0 154 117 9.2 80 106 122 99 111 102 114
No Response 2.0 1.1 2.9 0.0 2.5 0.7 3.7 1.6 7.7 1.7 0.7 11 0.0
20. Use primary sources, such as documents, diaries, and artifacts

a. Every class 133 123 143 115 169 106 126 114 206 161 111 102 55
b. Most classes 275 273 278 385 268 300 307 273 253 287 277 264 249
c. Some classes 376 39.1 361 346 332 392 360 404 275 350 404 402 478
d. Never 194 201 187 154 204 190 163 193 189 184 198 223 219

No Response 2.2 1.3 3.1 0.0 2.7 1.1 4.3 1.6 7.8 1.8 0.9 0.9 0.0




Table 6 - 2005 Results of Student Survey for Grade 6

Survey Questions Total Gender Ethnic Group Proficiency Level
% F. M. Al AA A H. C. 1 2 3 4 5

21. Explain why there are often different interpretations of the same event
a. Every class 184 176 192 154 230 165 19.7 155 277 226 154 130 80
b. Most classes 321 324 320 269 286 344 3H5 337 245 300 345 368 333
c. Some classes 341 353 330 423 314 388 315 359 280 323 357 379 458
d. Never 131 135 128 154 145 9.2 95 131 123 132 136 108 124
No Response 2.2 1.3 3.1 0.0 2.5 1.1 3.8 1.8 7.5 1.9 0.8 1.5 0.5
22-24 How often do you learn about the following content in your social studies class?
22. Geography
a. Every class 232 236 227 231 259 205 213 219 265 235 228 226 169
b. Most classes 36.2 365 359 346 323 414 336 387 278 325 393 411 438
c. Some classes 304 306 303 346 287 319 330 310 245 314 309 302 358
d. Never 7.9 7.9 8.0 77 102 51 8.2 66 135 105 6.0 5.1 3.0
No Response 2.3 1.4 3.1 0.0 2.9 1.1 4.0 1.8 7.8 2.1 0.9 0.9 0.5
23. Civics and Government
a. Every class 148 143 153 38 202 128 124 121 226 164 133 125 40
b. Most classes 300 300 301 231 289 300 332 302 275 307 297 334 358
c. Some classes 380 395 366 46.2 341 421 365 404 275 354 410 408 483
d. Never 149 149 149 269 139 139 137 157 146 155 151 121 114
No Response 2.3 1.4 3.1 0.0 2.9 1.1 4.2 1.6 7.7 2.0 0.9 1.3 0.5
24. Economics
a. Every class 132 120 143 115 174 92 147 106 230 145 115 94 55
b. Most classes 281 276 286 231 283 271 303 278 245 278 293 258 308
c. Some classes 39.1 411 371 46.2 333 458 365 426 265 370 417 455 498
d. Never 174 179 169 154 183 165 146 173 181 189 166 181 134
No Response 2.2 1.4 3.1 3.8 2.6 1.5 4.0 1.8 8.0 1.8 0.9 1.1 0.5
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25. History
a. Every class 427 437 418 346 405 377 384 450 387 418 446 406 408
b. Most classes 314 314 315 500 294 418 318 320 230 309 327 366 373
c. Some classes 195 200 191 77 216 165 221 181 226 206 185 191 194
d. Never 4.1 3.6 4.6 7.7 5.9 2.9 3.7 3.2 8.1 4.9 3.2 2.8 2.0
No Response 2.2 1.3 3.0 0.0 2.7 1.1 4.0 1.7 7.5 1.8 1.0 0.9 0.5
26. Do you feel your social studies class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP social stuides test?
a. Yes 548 523 572 538 554 465 549 549 537 579 541 509 527
b. Somewhat 278 314 244 308 259 304 266 290 214 249 301 328 323
c. Not sure 8.3 7.8 88 154 86 117 88 7.8 9.0 9.4 7.7 7.9 6.0
d. No 7.0 7.3 6.6 0.0 7.4 9.2 6.0 6.8 8.0 6.2 7.2 7.2 8.5
No Response 2.1 1.2 3.0 0.0 2.6 2.2 3.7 1.6 79 1.7 0.9 1.1 0.5
27. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP social studies test?
a. Very hard 86.3 90.1 826 846 852 8.0 8.8 871 704 859 894 904 89.6
b. Somewhat hard 9.6 76 116 7.7 96 121 9.1 96 153 106 83 7.7 9.5
c. Not hard 1.9 0.9 3.0 7.7 2.7 11 1.4 1.6 6.9 1.9 1.3 0.8 0.0
No Response 2.2 1.4 2.9 0.0 2.5 1.8 3.7 1.7 7.4 1.6 1.0 1.1 1.0
A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female
AA. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male
A. - Asian 3 - Meets the Standard
H. - Hispanic 4 - Exceeds the Standard
C. - Caucasian 5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.
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I. Opportunity to Learn

1. How often do you talk about what you have learned in school with someone at home?

a. Almost every day 301 324 278 222 285 229 221 318
b. Once a week 272 276 267 278 225 303 259 290
c. Once a month 114 114 113 5.6 126 100 162 106
d. Never or hardly ever 177 172 182 222 177 212 247 170
No Response 136 114 159 222 187 156 112 116

2. Do your parents (or your guardian) encourage you to do your best in school?

a. Yes 750 784 715 66.7 701 723 744 772
b. Somewnhat 9.1 9.1 9.1 11.1 8.7 7.8 12.9 9.0
c. No 2.3 1.2 3.5 0.0 2.5 4.3 1.5 2.2
No Response 136 114 159 222 187 156 112 116

3. How much time do you spend on your homework each weekday?

a. One hour or more 339 396 281 389 30 593 353 321
b. A half hour 364 361 367 333 320 173 403 3838
c. | don't have homework 8.4 1.7 9.0 5.6 10.0 3.0 6.5 8.1
d. 1don'tdo my homework 7.6 5.1 10.2 0.0 4.2 4.8 6.8 9.2
No Response 138 115 161 222 188 156 112 118

4. How much television do you watch each weekday?

a. Two hours or more 33.0 329 33.1 111 447 29.0 37.6 28.1
b. About an hour 288 298 278 278 203 281 291 323
c. About a half hour 156 170 142 333 109 160 132 176
d. None 8.9 8.8 9.1 5.6 5.2 11.3 8.8 10.4

No Response 13.7 116 159 222 188 156 112 117
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5. Do you have a computer at home that you can use?
a. Yes 76.2 788 734 611 642 818 682 814
b. No 10.2 9.8 106 167 171 2.6 20.6 7.0
No Response 137 114 160 222 187 156 112 116
If you answered "No" to question 5, you may skip
question 6. If you answered "Yes" to question 5, please
answer the next question:
6. How often do you use the computer at home for learning?
a. Almost every day 212 198 225 222 151 385 138 233
b. Once or twice a week 282 305 258 111 240 299 253 301
c. Once or twice a month 190 206 172 167 177 108 197 198
d. Never or hardly ever 122 104 140 222 140 4.8 156 116
No Response 195 186 204 278 291 160 256 152
7. Does your school have computers that you can use?
a. Yes 829 870 787 778 772 827 868 850
b. No 3.3 1.4 5.3 0.0 3.8 1.7 2.1 3.3
No Response 137 116 160 222 190 156 112 117

If you answered "No" to question 7, you may skip
question 8. If you answered "Yes" to question 7, please
answer the next question:
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8. How often do you use the computer in school for learning?
a. Almost every day 191 168 213 278 213 195 176 182
b. Once or twice a week 194 192 196 167 210 173 206 188
c. Once or twice a month 275 318 231 222 228 247 303 294
d. Never or hardly ever 198 203 193 111 153 221 194 216
No Response 142 118 167 222 196 165 121 120
9. How important is it to you to do well in school?
a. Very important 63.7 717 555 556 658 706 679 622
b. Somewhat important 170 137 203 222 108 113 147 199
c. Not sure 3.3 2.0 4.7 0.0 2.9 0.9 4.4 3.5
d. Not important 2.1 0.9 3.3 0.0 14 1.7 1.5 2.5
No Response 139 117 162 222 190 156 115 119
Il. Science

10. How often do you have science homework?

a. Almost every day 255 2565 255 389 202 355 218 273 178 203 267 358 430
b. Once or twice a week 345 357 333 222 304 385 347 360 254 341 391 405 347
c. Once or twice a month 10.0 10.2 9.8 5.6 11.1 5.2 14.4 95 114 117 99 8.0 7.8
d. Never or hardly ever 161 169 152 111 191 5.2 174 153 245 202 146 85 6.1
No Response 139 118 161 222 191 156 118 119 211 136 9.6 7.2 8.3

11. How often do you actually use scientific equipment (e.g., balances, microscopes, thermometers, probes, calculators, hand lenses, etc.)
in your science class?

a. Almost every day 152 153 150 333 146 190 126 153 121 134 160 199 196
b. Once or twice a week 29.2 302 282 278 261 281 232 310 241 288 31.7 331 330
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c. Once or twice a month 280 292 268 111 248 264 347 289 225 278 301 314 323
d. Never or hardly ever 136 135 138 5.6 152 108 179 129 202 165 124 85 6.8
No Response 140 118 162 222 192 156 115 119 211 136 9.7 7.0 8.3
12. What does your teacher usually do for experiment/lab in your science class?
a. The teacher does the
experiment/lab and then asks 8.0 7.0 9.0 5.6 8.9 4.3 11.2 76 129 98 6.9 4.6 3.3
students questions
b. The teacher prepares the
experiment/lab, demonstrates ) ;51 5 519 55 222 177 235 216 228 258 218 202 148
the experiment/lab, and then
asks students to complete it
c. The teacher prepares the
experimentlabandthenasks 35 461 402 444 357 515 426 458 295 373 480 542 622
students to do the
experiment/lab
d. The teacher and students
decide what scientific question
to investigate, how to 122 127 118 222 128 113 9.4 122 117 121 131 133 111
investigate, and then students
do the experiment/lab
No Response 14.9 12.7 17.1 22.2 20.5 15.2 13.2 127 231 150 101 1.7 8.6
13. How often do you discuss possible solutions, evidence or data in small groups or pairs?
a. Almost every day 208 206 210 333 201 238 174 211 179 211 226 199 237
b. Once or twice a week 31.0 315 304 278 288 268 294 322 267 320 322 362 323
c. Once or twice a month 193 203 183 0.0 172 195 241 199 168 176 20.7 229 224
d. Never or hardly ever 146 156 136 167 143 143 171 146 169 153 144 140 132
No Response 143 120 166 222 196 156 121 122 217 139 100 7.0 8.3
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14. In your science class, how often does your teacher ask you to write explanations in your journals, lab reports or on tests?
a. All of the time 215 212 217 278 213 225 194 216 190 211 235 225 218
b. Most of the time 278 293 264 333 248 264 274 292 211 267 294 348 352
c. Sometimes 195 200 191 111 162 221 224 206 172 181 206 228 243
d. Never or hardly ever 16.6 173 159 5.6 180 134 185 161 208 197 162 127 99
No Response 145 122 169 222 197 156 124 125 218 144 103 7.2 8.8
15. Do you think that the knowledge you have learned in your science class helps you understand the world better?
a. Yes 277 239 316 167 231 364 309 290 207 216 275 373 532
b. Somewhat 36.3 407 319 333 31 312 335 373 324 376 396 412 290
c. Not sure 8.6 9.3 7.9 5.6 8.5 8.2 10.9 8.5 104 105 91 5.8 3.3
d. No 131 141 122 222 139 8.7 126 131 150 165 139 87 5.7
No Response 142 120 164 222 193 156 121 122 215 138 99 7.0 8.8
16. Do you feel your science class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Yes 223 195 251 222 169 273 194 244 150 157 225 351 427
b. Somewhat 296 315 277 111 294 307 306 296 242 275 334 343 301
c. Not sure 105 106 103 16.7 9.9 8.2 138 106 130 126 101 89 5.8
d. No 234 265 204 222 244 182 244 232 267 301 240 146 127
No Response 142 119 165 278 194 156 118 122 211 141 100 7.0 8.6
17. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP science test?
a. Very hard 383 424 342 444 409 338 471 369 350 394 401 416 394
b. Somewhat hard 340 349 330 167 299 316 297 361 266 342 376 371 36.1
c. Not hard 13.3 10.5 16.0 16.7 9.5 18.6 11.5 146 166 125 119 141 159
No Response 144 121 168 222 196 160 118 124 217 139 103 7.2 8.6




Table 7 - 2005 Results of Student Survey for Grade 11

Survey Questions

Total

Gender

Ethnic Group

Proficiency Level

%

F.

M.

Al

AA.

A.

H.

2

3

4

I11. Social Studies

18. How often does your social studies teacher ask you to use maps for more than just locating places (e.g., collect evidence from maps

to support your answer)?
a. Every class

b. Most classes

c. Some classes

d. Never or hardly ever
No Response

6.5
18.3
34.0
26.8
14.3

5.3
17.8
34.8
30.0
12.1

7.8
18.9
33.2
23.6
16.5

16.7
16.7
38.9
5.6
22.2

8.4
21.0
30.8
20.4
19.4

5.2
14.7
31.2
33.8
15.2

6.8
22.1
35.3
23.8
12.1

5.8
17.2
35.4
29.4
12.3

10.4
20.3
28.5
22.7
18.1

7.8
20.9
321
25.7
13.6

4.9
18.0
38.8
29.3

9.0

5.8
17.2
39.8
29.1

8.2

2.9
15.2
39.0
35.6

7.2

19. How often does your Social Studies teacher ask you to collect information from graphs or charts to explain or justify your answers?

a. Every class

b. Most classes

c. Some classes

d. Never or hardly ever
No Response

8.0
21.9
36.9
18.8
14.4

6.7
21.0
39.1
21.0
12.2

9.3
22.8
34.6
16.7
16.6

22.2
16.7
33.3
5.6
22.2

9.4
22.2
32.9
15.8
19.6

3.9
16.9
39.0
25.1
15.2

8.8
244
35.6
18.8
12.4

7.5
21.8
38.5
19.8
12.4

12.6
20.5
30.0
18.6
18.3

8.4
22.0
38.2
17.6
13.8

6.2
24.5
39.4
20.9

9.1

6.8
23.4
42.7
18.6

8.6

7.0
20.4
443
21.3

7.0

20. How often does your Social Studies teacher ask you to apply the concepts and knowledge you have learned (e.g., Economics, History,

Geography and Civics) to solve real life problems?

a. Every class

b. Most classes

c. Some classes

d. Never or hardly ever
No Response

15.6
23.5
27.4
19.0
14.5

15.7
23.4
28.5
20.2
12.2

15.4
23.7
26.3
17.9
16.7

11.1
27.8
27.8
11.1
22.2

16.3
23.0
24.8
16.2
19.7

12.6
23.4
29.9
18.6
15.6

14.1
30.0
28.5
14.7
12.6

15.5
23.2
28.3
20.5
12.4

13.6
25.1
24.7
18.4
18.1

16.5
24.6
26.2
18.9
13.9

16.5
23.6
30.7
19.9
9.2

21. How often does your Social Studies teacher ask you to use primary sources, such as documents, diaries, and artifacts?

a. Every class
b. Most classes
c. Some classes

10.3
22.1
30.5

9.2
22.0
32.2

11.5
22.2
28.7

5.6
22.2
27.8

11.8
20.8
26.5

8.7
21.6
32.9

6.5
25.0
33.2

10.1
22.5
31.8

11.2
19.9
25.9

10.6
21.2
29.9

11.1
22.6
33.5

16.1
24.9
29.9
20.6

8.4

8.3
28.0
33.5

17.9
22.6
30.6
21.7

7.2

10.4
28.0
37.0
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d. Never or hardly ever 226 244 207 222 213 212 226 231 245 243 236 219 174
No Response 145 122 168 222 197 156 126 125 184 139 93 8.3 7.2
22. How often does your Social Studies teacher ask you to explain why there are often different interpretations of the same event?
a. Every class 12.2 114 131 22.2 14.7 10.0 9.7 115 139 123 112 144 129
b. Most classes 262 262 262 389 239 281 291 268 233 255 296 274 292
c. Some classes 29.7 315 278 167 260 307 309 311 263 301 319 327 333
d. Never or hardly ever 173 184 16.1 0.0 157 156 174 180 179 178 178 172 17.6
No Response 147 125 168 222 197 156 129 127 186 142 95 8.3 7.0
23. How often do you learn Geography in your social studies class?
a. Every class 7.3 6.5 8.1 5.6 10.3 3.0 10.0 6.1 115 88 6.2 3.7 3.8
b. Most classes 15.6 14.6 16.7 27.8 18.5 12.1 16.2 146 200 177 147 144 9.7
c. Some classes 345 353 336 278 306 338 368 360 287 348 384 384 387
d. Never or hardly ever 280 312 247 167 211 355 238 308 213 247 314 350 408
No Response 146 124 168 222 196 156 132 125 185 140 93 8.4 7.0
24. How often do you learn Civics and Government in your social studies class?
a. Every class 206 216 195 333 207 134 253 205 192 220 204 224 240
b. Most classes 261 267 255 389 246 303 247 266 249 243 290 284 295
c. Some classes 272 283 26.0 0.0 247 277 265 283 228 280 298 291 315
d. Never or hardly ever 114 108 120 5.6 101 130 103 119 143 116 113 115 79
No Response 147 125 169 222 199 156 132 126 188 140 95 8.6 7.0
25. How often do you learn Economics in your social studies class?
a. Every class 189 193 184 111 175 139 226 195 175 197 208 201 172
b. Most classes 223 226 220 333 228 186 215 223 244 226 228 234 211
c. Some classes 29.2 304 281 111 264 329 288 303 232 294 323 314 380
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d. Never or hardly ever 148 151 145 222 133 190 144 153 157 144 148 166 16.6
No Response 147 125 169 222 200 156 126 126 192 140 93 8.4 7.2
26. How often do you learn History in your social studies class?

a. Every class 449 49.0 408 389 432 472 362 462 315 423 499 589 623
b. Most classes 203 187 219 333 195 199 268 201 236 224 211 159 155
c. Some classes 133 136 130 5.6 11.3 9.5 165 141 155 144 136 109 114
d. Never or hardly ever 6.8 6.3 7.3 0.0 6.2 7.8 7.4 70 108 6.8 6.3 5.5 3.4
No Response 147 124 170 222 198 156 132 126 186 143 9.2 8.7 7.3

27. Do you feel your social studies class has prepared you to do well on the DSTP social studies test?

a. Yes 205 180 230 111 182 190 191 216 176 161 210 284 342
b. Somewhat 336 370 302 444 331 299 324 341 280 342 372 380 370
c. Not sure 122 122 122 5.6 10.7 156 147 125 129 123 136 111 104
d. No 191 204 177 167 182 199 209 193 228 233 189 139 111
No Response 147 125 169 222 198 156 129 126 187 142 9.2 8.7 7.3
28. How hard did you try to do well on the DSTP social studies test?

a. Very hard 375 416 334 444 392 316 479 364 326 376 405 417 441
b. Somewhat hard 340 347 332 111 302 333 291 39 295 336 378 392 36.1
c. Not hard 140 114 167 222 111 195 109 151 194 149 126 108 125
No Response 145 123 167 222 194 156 121 126 185 139 9.1 8.3 7.3
A.l. - American Indian 1 - Well Below the Standard F - Female

A.A. - African American 2 - Below the Standard M - Male

A. - Asian 3 - Meets the Standard

H. - Hispanic 4 - Exceeds the Standard

C. - Caucasian 5 - Distinguished

*To fit the format, a couple of items are
slightly modified.
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