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Executive Summary
of 2003 Results

DSTP Science & Social Studies, Grades 8 & 11

portions of the Delaware Student Testing Program (DSTP) are part of along-term effort to

gather data on our students' educational progress and to use the data to inform our

decisions about instruction. Studied over time, the data will help identify trends and
patterns that can be directly related to curriculum and instruction, giving districts and schools
additional decision-making tools. Science and Social Studies data for grades 8 and 11 are
summarized in this document. The data include summaries of test scores and participation..
Science and social studies data for grades 4 and 6 are published a separate document.

The results from the sixth administration of the grades 8 and 11 Science and Social Studies

DSTP results are summarized at three levels. the state level, the district level and the school

level. This executive summary contains the state level results. The two accompanying summaries
are the district level results and the school level results. If adistrict or a school has fewer than 15
students in a given category (the Standards-Based Score N is less than 15), the number of
students is reported, but the summary statistics associated with those students are not. Students
are included in the Standards-Based Score N if their score is considered to be aggregable®. In
contrast, the Tested N includes all students, regardless of whether their scores are aggregable or
non-aggregable. Therefore, the Standards-Based Score N will often not be equal to the Tested N.

The science and socia studies data are reported as Standards-Based Scores (SBSs) and
Performance Levels (PLs). The SBSs measure students’ progress toward Delaware standards in
each content area. The SBSsin science and social studies come from items developed in
Delaware. They are reported on a scale that runs from approximately 100 to 500.

PLs tell how students are performing relative to the state's content standards. Delaware has five
performance levels as indicated on the following page.

! See the Delaware Student Testing Program Guidelines for Inclusion of Students with Disabilities and Students
With Limited English Proficiency for a definition of aggregable and non-aggregabl e scores.
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DSTP Student Performance Levels

The student performance levels
and cut scores were established
by educators and community

members from around the state
and were approved by the State

Board of Education on

September 20, 2001.

Tablel

DSTP Student Performance Levels

Level

Category

Description

5 Distinguished

Excellent performance

4 Exceeds the Standard Very good performance

3 Meets the Standard Good performance

2 Below the Standard Needs improvement

1 Well Below the Standard | Needs significant improvement

Cut Scores for the DSTP Assessment

The cut scores for DSTP Science appear in Table 2. The indicated numbers represent the lowest
possible scores a student can earn and still be within the indicated performance level.

Table2
Cut Scores: DSTP Science Assessment
Grade Below Meets Exceeds Distinguished
8 280 300 325 338
11 282 300 325 335

Table 3 contains similar information for Social Studies. The indicated numbers represent the
lowest possible scores a student can earn and still be within the indicated performance level.

Table 3
Cut Scores: DSTP Social Studies Assessment
Grade Below Meets Exceeds Distinguished
8 282 300 325 335
11 276 300 325 337
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2003 Science Results, Grades8 and 11

Chart 1, Student Performance Levels, DSTP Science
(Percents may not sum to exactly 100 because of rounding.)

Grade 8 Science Performance Levels

PL5, 5.3

PL1,22.9

PL3, 33.9

PL2,28.1

Grade 11 Science Performance Levels
PL5, 5.0

PL4,6.7

PL1, 17.3

PL3,39.6 PL2,313

PL1: Well Below the Standard PL2: Below the Standard PL3: Meets the Standard
PL4: Exceeds the Standard PL5: Distinguished
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Chart 2, Standards-Based Scores, DSTP Science

M ean Standar ds-Based Scores, DSTP Science

500

450

400

350 1

295 298 296 301 301

300

250 1

Standar ds-Based Scores
8

200 1

150 1

100

Grade 8 Grade 11

2001 02002 02003

Chart3,StudentsMeeting/Exceeding the Standard,
DSTP Science
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DSTP Social Studies Test

Chart 4, Student Performance Levels, DSTP Social Studies

(Percents may not sum to exactly 100 because of rounding.)

Grade 8 Social Studies Performance Levels

PL5,7.4

PL4,6.5

PL1, 26.3

PL2, 26.9

Grade 11 Social Studies Performance Levels

L5, 10.5%
PLA. 9.4% PL1, 25.3%
PL3, 28.9% PL2, 26.0%

PL1: Well Below the Standard PL2: Below the Standard PL3: Meets the Standard
PL4: Exceeds the Standard PL5: Distinguished
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Chart 5, Standards-Based Scores, DSTP Social Studies

Standar ds-Based Scor es

Mean Standards-Based Scores, DSTP
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Chart 6, Students Meeting/Exceeding the Standard,
DSTP Social Studies
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Participation Rates

goa of the DSTP isto have as many as possible of Delaware’s public school students at
each test grade participate. To achieve this goal, participation guidelines for students
with disabilities and limited English proficient (LEP) students, and procedures for
granting special exemptions and invalidations have been established by the DOE.

Eligible N. All students enrolled in a public school are eligible to take the DSTP unless they
participate in the Delaware Alternative Portfolio (DAPA) or they were granted a Special
Exemption. It isthe sum of “Tested N” and “Not Tested N.”

Exempt N. Some students were granted a special exemption from the DSTP due to physical or
mental conditions or reasons of an emergency nature, such as death of afamily member,
accident, hospitalization, etc. Special exemptions or invalidations were also granted for students
who were unable to complete all or part of the test due to conditions beyond the student’ s control
that developed during the weeks of testing. These students are counted in the “Exempt N”
column. For this year only, limited English proficient students who had the accommodation of
having the reading passages trandated into their native language or who were eligibleto
participate in the LEP alternate assessment were also included in “Exempt N.”

Tested N. “Tested N” is the number of students who took the DSTP. Invalidations may have
resulted due to behavior caused by the student such as cheating, disruptive behavior, refusal to
test, etc. Thistype of invalidation resulted in a performance level 1 for the content area(s)
affected and the student is counted in the “Tested N” column.

Not Tested N. Students are counted in the “Not Tested” column if they are eligible to take the
DSTP but are absent during the entire test week and the make- up week that follows.

% Tested. The percent tested is calculated by dividing “Tested N” by “Eligible N.”

% Not Tested. The percent tested is calculated by dividing “Not Tested N” by “Eligible N.”
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Chart 11— Science Participation

Grade | Eligible N | Exempt N | Tested N | Not Tested N | % Tested | % Not Tested

8 9931 11 9624 307 96.9 3.1

11 7164 18 6742 422 94.1 5.9

Chart 12— Social Studies Participation

Grade | Eligible N | Exempt N | Tested N [ Not Tested N | % Tested | % Not Tested

8 9931 11 9588 343 96.5 3.5

11 7165 17 6697 468 93.5 6.5
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